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SPAWNS NEW COMICS 


Fuzz Raised on Net Biggies When Ir IL 5 saucy GAP Show Biz Heartens Boys in Camps, 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. + + 


VOL. 153 No. 2 


Show business this week is putting ~ 


Notice has been served on comics 
by network censors that unless they 
stick to their scripts and quit ‘wan- 
dering,’ drastic action will be in- 
voked to curb the dangerous prac- 
tice. Fuzz was raised on chain big- 
gies when they learned of two flag- 
rant cases of outright profanity 


which went out over two networks. 


| tions 


So outrageous were the infrac- 
that the network bosses 
wouldn’t believe what they were told 
had happened—that is, until the 
playback. It was not a case of being 
smart-alecky by either offender, nor 
was it ad libbing a blue line, but 
rather a lapse into profane catch- 
phrases usually bandied about. in 
back rooms where stags gather for 
their elbow-bending exercises. One 
of the wayward buffoons, who rarely 
goes off the reservation either on or 
off the show, was so broken up by 
what he had mouthed that he went 
into hiding for days after and really 
took it hard. The other, the more 
flagrant of the two, was uttered by a 
_not-so-important name but on one 
| of the better Coast shows. Again a 
case of yielding to temptation and be- 
(Continued on page 55) 


-Air-Minded Detroiters 
 Fingerpoint at Films’ 
| Aeronautical Fluffs 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Hollywood’s film-cutters better 
|take a course in piane spotting. The 
‘local managers are rocking their 
heads following the Saturday mati- 
nees and are taking their pens in 
hand in flocks to write to the studios 
asking if they don’t know that a gen- 
eration of plane experts has grown 
up. 

Where once dubbing in a Buick for 
a Chevrolet used to bring down a 
‘flock of complaints, the new public 
beefs are spotting film boners on 
switching aircraft in the editing. 
Trained film spotters, millions of the 
nation’s kids and even people who 
have got familiar with the different 
plane silhouettes through the break- 
fast food packages are laying in their 
gripes on the theatre managers here, 
where the public is particularly air 
minded. 

A typical case was following ‘Cor- 
regidor,’ where after the first Satur- 
day matinee the manager’s office in 


one nabe was stormed by a dozen or | 


more kids. They wanted to know 
(Continued on page 48) 


Appropriate Theme 


~ recently when a femme ringsid- 
er’s veil caught fire from her 
own careless cigaret. 

The songstress saw it, helped 
extinguish it, and then dedicat- 
ed a song, ‘Smoke Gets In Your 
Eyes’ to the (naturally) some- 
what flustered patron. i 


Tempus Fugit Dept. 


Broadway, after the war, will be a 
trolleyless street. Broadway Asso- 
ciation plans to do away with the 
car lines and put in busses post- 
bellum to facilitate traffic along the 
main stem. 

Tracks will be ripped up from 42d 
to 125th St. : 


B’way Fakers Have Much 
To Learn. From Fakirs, 
Says B’way P.A. Now Gl 


By CPL. PAUL BENSON 


Somewhere In India. 

Broadway fakers have a lot to 
learn. The boys back home could 
well take lessons in the art of hus- 
tling from the fakirs here. The na- 
tive storekeepers hustle us like mad 
and are going to be Rajahs before 
the war ends. When they. see 
Sucker Americana approaching, up 
go the prices to three and four times 
the previous asking price. I’m not 
kidding, everything is sky high. For 
instance a 10c tube of toothpaste 
brings four rupees. A rupee is the 
equivalent of 32c. A can of fruit, 
which cost 30c in the States, brings 
eight rupees, if you are lucky enough 
to find a store stocked with the 
goods. Oh boy, for those A&P and 
James Butler stores. 

This country is film mad. In ad- 
dition to being terrific fans for the 
American films, India has a swell 
film industry all its own. They have 
large modern studios in Bombay 
and the camera, sound and technical 
work is almost on a par with Hol- 
lywood’s best product. Most of the 
films are musicals, Favorite stars 
have fan clubs, like Joan Crawford 
or Lana Turner in the States, with 
weekly or monthly fan papers dis- 
tributed by google-eyed Indian fans. 
In the larger cities, autograph 
hounds follow their American co- 
horts and haunt the homes, night 
clubs and eating places where the 
stars congregate. In Indian films 
the director gets as large billing as 


b e 
GI’s Gimmick 
Washington, Dec. 21. 

Pvt. Ernest Henderson, at Fort 
Devens, Mass., collected a heavy bet 
the other day when he wagered he 
could swallow a bayonet ,.. and did 
it with ease, 

It wasn’t till later that he broke 
down and told the suckers he had 
toured the U. S., Europe and South 
America as Don Avarro, professional 
sword swallower. 


N.Y. Literary Agents 
More ’n’ More in Driver 


Seat As Regards Pix 


New York literary agents have be- 
;come the spoiled darlings of picture 


Quiz Shows Most Prolific 
Springboard for Gabbers- 
Turned- Funsters — Ed- 
wards, John Reed King, 
Hawk Now Among Ace 
Comedy Personalities 


‘THE EASY WAY’ 


The radio industry in _ recent 
months has been taking cognizance 
of the development of an entire new 


scHool of comedians from the ranks 
of former air announcers. With the 
radio comedy talent situation grow- 
ing more and more acute, and specu- 


lation perhaps more rife now than 
ever before as to where the future 
funny men of the.airwaves will come 


company script-hunters during the 


past season, owing to the sharper 
\bidding and great dearth of suitable 


from, it’s regarded in more than one | studio material. In contrast to the 
circle as highly probable that the ‘somewhat brusque treatment ac- 
solution to the problem has to a corded most literary agents on the 
large measure already been found |Coast their eastern confreres are 
in the emergence of the ex-gabbers ‘courted and feted by film company 
as among the current top crop of au- ‘reps, 
dience-drawing magnets. One of the chief reasons for the 
Chiefly responsible for the unusual | greater relative importance of the 
transformation have been the quiz /| literary agent in the east is that pic- 


shows, out of which have graduated 'ture companies are by no means the | 


into the comedy field such person- Most important outlets for agents in 
alities as John Reed King, who pre- |New York, while picture companies 
sides over the ‘Double or Nothing’ |are the main story buyers in Holly- 


show; Bob Hawk, who conducts the 
‘Thanks to the Yanks’ 
Ralph Edwards, whosé ‘Truth or 
Consequences’ program is generally 
recognized as producing one of the 
top radio showmen of the past few 


(Continued on page 55) 


program; | 


wood, 

Eastern agents, getting from 
| $20,000 to $50,000 for a four-part 
magazine serialization ($10,000 and up 
for new writers), and $5,000-$7,500 
for mag short stories by new writers, 
i'are more sought after than seeking. 
Even important magazine editors 


the final touches to one of the most 
ambitious Christmas good-will 
pitches in the history of the enter- 
tainment industry. From  Holly- 
wood and Broadway and from the 
radio studios the stars and lesser 
knowns will reach out to the boys in 
the camps, to the wounded in the 
hospitals brought back from the war 
fronts. And around the globe the 
performers from the American and 
British stage and films will join 
hands to see that the boys thousands 
of miles from home get their full 
share of the Yuletide spirit. As a 
further guarantee that not a single 
man in uniform is slighted, tran- 
scribed shows—with the cream of 
stage, screen and radio represented— 
have been shipped by the War Dept. 
around the world. 

Keynoting the vast series of Xmas 
package greetings will be the great- 
est exodus of stars in film history 
the day after Christmas—when 150 
film personalities leave Hollywood 
laden with holiday cheer for the 
GI boys in camps and hospitals in 
virtually every state. From Seattle 
to Florida and from El Paso to Pitts- 
burgh they’ll spread out for a full 
week to cover 80 routes in all but a 
few northeastern states, which will 


(Continued on page 16) 


Daily’s Error on Paper 
‘Kills’ Ads for 10 Days 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Due to miscalculations on news- 


the star, and much more than the | 


i author 
|}a number of tunesmiths who do 
nothing but turn out songs for their 
company’s products. 

Here are some of the leading stars 
of the Indian films: Mumtaz Shanti, 
, Uilhas, Saikh Mukhtar, Yakur, Anis 
Khatoon, Najma, Khurshid, Saigal, 
Wasti and Protima Das Gupta. Most 
of the film stars use their last name, 
ala Garbo. Incidentally she’s a tre- 
mendous favorite here. 


| Chandra. 

The American film favorites are: 
Garbo, Ginger Rogers, Cary Grant, 
Clark Gable and Lana Turner. Alan 
Ladd’s career here is zooming up 
!as it did in the States. 

They like American musicals and 


(Continued on page 25) 


Each film company employs | 
| year-old character, 


must make it their business to culti- 
vate the agents rather than vice 
versa. 
One eastern agent with a stable of 
only four writers is reported netting 
(Continued on page 49) 


12-Year-Old Character 
Out of Father’ in D.C. As 


print use in the last quarter, the 
| Chicago Daily News is dropping all 
| advertising, except amusements and 
| death notices, for 10 days commenc- 
|ing Thursday (23). During this pe- 
riod the News will issue a 16-page 
paper daily, except Sunday. After 
Jan. 3 general advertising will be re- 
sumed. 
George Hartford, advertising man- 
ager, estimates paper will lose 200,- 
060 lines during the 10-day period. 


Bow to Child Labor Law’ 


Washington, Dec. 21. | 

‘Life With Father’ has been rewrit- | 
ten by Russel Crouse and Howard P. 
Lindsay to conform to the District of | 
Columbia child labor law. The 12- 
ineligible here, 
has been erased from the script. The 
domestic comedy will be presented | 
at the National theatre for two 
weeks beginning Feb. 14,” with a | 
company headed by June Walker 
and Harry Bannister. 


Crouse and Lindsay investigated 
the prospects of having the D.C. ! 
child labor law revised. They de- | -< 


cided that the comedy would be! 


Of 


All-G 
a 


af Hildegarde thought fast at the Some of the ace directors are:| barred from Potomac shores if the | 
. Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room, N.Y.., Daitin Bose, Sadiq, Sunnya and! chance depended on amending the! Conducted by 


statute to permit actors under 14) 
years. Congressman Jennings Ran- | 
dolph, chairman of the D.C. commit- | 
tee and a good friend of the legi- | 
timate theatre, told them that) 
amendment this session seemed out 
of the ques on. They then made 


Y The Hour 


Phil Spitalny 


Charm 


irl Orchestra 
nd Choir 


their decisior. to change the script. 
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General Flu Still On Rampage In 
-Hwood; Suspect Secret Weapon 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. + 


General Flu continued his drive on 
the motion picture studios for the 
second week but in milder form, af- 
fecting numerous pictures and driv- 
ing producers to distraction when- 
ever they figure the production costs, 
Even in rugged war pictures the 
stout heroes, inured to all forms of 
privation, suddenly start sniffling 
and ‘call off the battle to nurse a 


Vagabond, Old Bean 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Strictly an American », 
‘Johnny Come Lately’ will be tia: *- 
lated into ‘Johnny Vagabond’ for the 
British trade. 

James Cagney and his brother, 
William, in their first independent 
production concluded that the film 


snootful of germs. 


Medical scouts in this sector report | 
secret | 


that Gen. Flu is using a 
weapon, a newer and speedier germ 
that sneaks up on. its victim and 
jabs him with a _ hit-and-get-away- 
punch. It is not as powerful as the 
old-time germ but jt covers more 
territory and stops more pictures. A 
quickie production but costly. Some 
of the studios have turned their 
lamps and other electrical equipment 
into anti-flucraft guns but the casual- 
ties continue. 

Paramount reports an 8% person- 
nel disability as a result of the sec- 
ond week’s attack and other studios 
are slowed up by varying degrees of 
absenteeism through flu. Among the 
prominent victims, not included in 
earlier listings, are Judy Garland, 
John Garfield, Pat O’Brien, Al Hall, 
Sidney Buchman, Robert Ryan, Bar- 
bara Stanwyck, M. J. Siegel, Edward 
Killy, Ronald Colman, Mickey 
Rooney, Arthur Freed, Leon Sham- 
roy, Samuel S. Hinds, Jack Carson, 
George Tobias, Jeffrey Bernerd, 
James Ellison, Van Johnson, Howard 
Philbrick, George Pal, and hundreds 
of bit players, extras and technicians. 

In the publicity departments the 
boys are so busy turning out flu 
stories that the germs can’t catch up 
with them. 


Jean Collins 11th-Hr. 
Find For Show After 
Grace Morgan’s Death 


Grace Morgan’s fatal plunge from 
the 19th floor terrace of the apart- 
ment house where she lived at 200 
W. 86th street, New York, early 
Friday evening (17) called for quick 
action to replace the singer-pianist 
On her five-minute (9:55-10 p.m.) 
spot over WJZ for Pepto Bismol. 

Kent-Johnson, producers of the 
show, obtained Jean Collins just be- 
fore air time. She clicked so well 
on the gimmick portion that even 
after auditioning seven other song- 
stresses on Monday (20), Allan Kent 
awarded her permanent spot. Pro- 
gram is heard five times a week, 
Monday through .Friday and_ is 
agencied by Lawrence C. Gumbin- 


fans in Britain might be puzzled by 
the hobo vernacular in the States. 


Sheridan, Hope Kudosed 
By H’wood Press Gals; 
Flynn, Fontaine Singed 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Ann Sheridan and Bob Hope will 
be decorated this year with the 
Order of the Golden Apple, an 
honorary degree bestowed annually 
| by the Hollywood Women’s Press 
Club as a reward for their easy-to- 
interview attitude, technically known 
as cooperativeness. The apples, little 
gilded replicas, will be deposited, 
figuratively, in the winners’ respec- 
tive stockings at the Press Club’s 
annual Christmas party tomorrow 
(22). 

Lucille Ball ran second and Carole 
Landis third in the femme section of 
the Apple Derby, only one vote 
apart. In the male contingent Hum- 


79h WEEK ! 


KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1943” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Seen all the shows in N.Y. This 


tops ‘em all.” 
JACK OAKIE. 


Lux Dickers for RKO 
Deal With Sinatra; Would 
Scoop Vimms’ Preem 


DeMille-Lux Radio Theatre is ne- 
gotiating for a radio version of the 
RKO picture, ‘Higher and Higher,’ if 
Frank Sinatra and other principals in 
the film can be lined up for a Jan- 
uary 3 broadcast. If the deal goes 
through, it will be one of the few 
Lux productions to be broadcast 
prior to general release of a pic. The 
DeMille program, with but few ex- 


phrey Bogart and George Murphy 
registered place and show behind, 


still finds time to be nice to the! 
newspaper gals, 

At the other end of the journalistic 
orchard are the Crab Apples, so 
disignated because of their sour atti- 
tudes towards members of the press, 
Joan Fontaine won by a cduple of 
bushels over Ginger Rogers and 


ceptions, goes in for current or re- 


Hope, the world’s busiest actor who, ©et film hits. 


Lever Bros., sponsors of the Lux 
Radio Theatre, are anxious to get the 
airer set for the Jan. 3 date, since it 
would give them the jump on the 
regular Sinatra air show for Vimms 
vitamins, which bows in two nights 
later (5) on the 9-9:30 slot over CBS. 

Vimms is tossing Sinatra a fare- 


Greer Garson. In the masculine di- 
vision Errol Flynn and Charles | 
Boyer put on a photo finish with | 
Flynn leading by one vote, showing 
that heart-throbbers on the screen 
| are not always like that in their lei- 
| sure hours. Bing Crosby ran true to 
his racing form, four lengths back in 
third place. 

Hope is the first repeater in the 
Apple Derby, inaugurated in 1941, 
when he won the gilded prize with 
Bette Davis as his running mate. 


20TH RENEWS SPIVAK; 
2D FILM IN SPRING 


Charlie Spivak’s orchestra has 
been renewed by 20th-Fox and the 


| 
| 


ner. 

According to police investigation, 
Miss Morgan told her husband, 
Harry Fox, New York manager of 
the Calvert Distilling Corp., that she 
felt ill. Sh ‘eft the living room and 
a short ume later her body was 
found. She was 32. 


Sad Tale of a Comic 
Who Binged and Bounced 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Nitery crowd is kicking around a 
story about a comic that is evoking 
no end of laughs, On. the twilight side 
of what once was a successful career 
in pictures and night spots, zany 
really put it on with a bevy of 
riends in a gay spot and took care 
of the tab with a stiff reader for $50. 

Cafe operator caught the bad 
paper on the first bounce and put it 


| The Guild deal calls for directing 


up to the comedian to either make | 4nd staging. 
it good or work it out. He chose the! 


band will return to Hollywood in 
|April or May to go into a second 
ifilm production. Renewal is for two 
/more films in all. Spivak’s first film, 
with Betty Grable, titled ‘Pinup 
Girl,’ will be released early next 
year. 

Before accepting 20th’s renewal 
Spivak had to check with the studio 
that he wouldn't be ordered west | 
within the next eight weeks. Band | 
opened at the Pennsylvania hotel, | 
N. Y., Sunday (19) evening for that 
length of run. 


? 
Drake’s Split | 
| Alfred Drake, juve lead of ‘Okla- ' 
| homa,’ who checks into Columbia for 
| his first film in June, has a new The- 
| atre Guild contract for six months | 

which permits him six months on 


Broadway and six months in pix 


Joan Roberts, like Drake, léaves| 


latter course and showed up next| the cast in June for a Metro chore, 


night for his stint. 


night, cafe boss called him at 
hotel and was told he was in hock 
for his lodgings to the tune of $25. 
That was paid and back to the nitery | 
he trotted. Just before his turn he 
joined some friends at a table and 
succumbed to his old weakness— | 
bottled cheer. | 
Now he’s back in hock all over | 
again. | 
| 


Roddy for ‘Kingdom’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. | 
Roddy McDowall draws the top | 
moppet role in ‘Keys of the King- | 
dom,’ spiritual picture to be filmed | 
by 20th-Fox, starting early in Jan- | 
uary. 
Youngster’s assignment caused 
postponement of ‘Son of Flicka,’ in| 
which he is slated to star, beginning 
some time in March. | 


When he failed} 
to put in appearance the following | 
his | 


and Joan. McCracken has a Warner | 
Bros. contract. 


‘A Curtsy to the Theatre |) 


_And the Joys It Afforded’ | 


By 
FRANK SULLIVAN | 


A feature of 


VARIETY ’s 


Post-War Show Business 
Edition 


(38th Anniversary Number) 


well party, to which the press is be- 
ing invited, on Dec. 27 at the Stork 
Club, N. Y., with the singer leaving 
that night for the Coast. 


LUNT-FONTANNE WOW 
IN LONDON ‘NIGHT’ BOW 


London, Dec. 21. 

‘There Shall Be No Night,’ which 
teed off Dec. 12 at the Aldwych, 
proved a_ sensational triumph for 
Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne, who 
played the roles they created in New 
York several seasons ago. 

Play looks like biggest success here 
in years, 


Lastfegel Lauds H’ wood 
For Fine Morale Job 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
players have better 


Film 


‘than anyone expected in their volun- 
itary entertainment of 
\forces, in tle opinion of Abe Last- 


the armed 
fogel, prexy of USO-Camp Shows, 
Inc., who congratulated the Hoily- 
wood Victory Committee on_ its 
work, prior to his return to New 
York after three months on the 
Coast. Addressing the HVC talent 
board Lastfogel said: 

‘You have stuck to a job that has 
never been easy and often has been 
monotonous, but the results have 
been worthwhole. It is gratifying to 
all of us to see the all-out effort 
that the actors and actresses are 


making.’ 


Lastfogel Back to N. Y. 

Abe Lastfogel, USO-Camp Shows 
prexy, returns to N. Y. this week 
from the Coast, where he spent sev- 
eral months lining up approximately 
65% of the film stars for overseas 
tours during 1944, 

The stepped-up overseas USO ac- 
tivity will get under way shortly 
after the first of the year, when the 
all-star units begin the task of cov- 
ering all the global fighting fronts. 

Major emphasis, from here on will 
be put on the offshore Camp Shows 
program, with many of those cur- 
rently servicing the boys in the army 
canfps and navy bases in this coun- 
try skedded for transfer to the over- 
seas circuit. 


AHERNES’ CONN. HOME 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 21. 

Brian Aherne and his wife, Joan 
Fontaine, have rented a cottage at 
nearby Suffield, Conn., following a 
visit there with the Philip 
Schwartzes. 

The pair commute weekly to New 
York for their radio show. 


forthcoming musical, ‘Follow 


| holiday visit. 


New York Runaround 


By Radie Harris 


Jack Kapp of Decca is getting out a series of dramatic albums in which 
stars of the stage and screen will be heard in a series of classics drama- 
tized by Therese Lewis...Jean Arthur in ‘Peter Pan,’ Helen Hayes in 
‘Little Women’ and Joan Fontaine in ‘Jane Eyre’ have been approached 
to start off the list...because Margaret Sullavan wants to spend the sum- 
mer with her family in California, she'll quit ‘The Voice of the Turtle’ 
June 1, which means that Alfred de Liagre, Jr., will have to find a.worthy 
successor to her, or shutter his socko success until she returns in the fall 
...Gertrude Lawrence left for Dennis, Mass., immediately after her broad- 
cast Sunday night to tour her mobile canteen along the Cape and dis- 
tribute a thousand Xmas bags to the Coast Guards stationed there. 

Zorina is at the Ritz Tower...Frank Parker is being paged by Dave 
Wolper to jein Gertrude Niesen, Irina Baronova and Jackie Gleason in his 
the Girls’...the testimonial 
Lillian Hellman at the Commodore garnered $15,000 for the Anti-Fascist 
League... John” Colton and Margaret Linden would like to have Wendy 
Barrie and George Sanders as co-stars in their collaborative effort, ‘Under 
Capricorn’...Wonder if Gertrude Lawrence in ‘Susan and God’ and Mar- 
garet Lindsay in ‘Another Love Story’ knew they were wearing the iden- 
tical evening dresses from Hattie Carnegie?...Myrna Ley doing a job for 
the Red Cross, organizing entertainment for the sick and wounded at 
Halloran and the Brooklyn Navy Yard—and sans any fanfare. 

Moss Hart, now the house guest of the Ira Gershwins in Beverly 
Hills, is being deluged with holiday greetings from the cast of ‘Winged 
Victory,’ wishing him a ‘Merry X-Moss and a Hart-y New Year’... 
Grace Moore’s nerve-wracking experience in the North Carolina train 
wreck cancelled Evelyn Walsh McLean’s elaborate party skedded in 
her honor at her ‘Friendship’ manse in Washington...Capt. Anthony 
Veiller is at the Waldorf...ditte Xavier Cugat. 

George Frazier had just finished profiling ‘Fats’ Waller for Life when 
he received word of his untimely passing...the Phil Cohans ‘he’s the radio 
producer of the Durante-Moore show) will be adding another crib to the 
nursery in March...Nedda Harrigan arrived in Iceland for the USO... 
the Jean Hersholts check in at the Hampshire House (21) for their annual 


iuncheon to 


By J. 


Decca Gives ‘Oklahoma’ 
Cast Pre-Xmas ‘Gift’ 
Of Advance Royalties 


Decea Records’ prexy, Jack Kapp, 
rates a bend with the ‘Oklahoma’ 
cast for the pre-Xmas, advance-roy- 
alty payoffs he made to them on that 
$5 album of all the Richard Rodgers- 
Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, score, Decca 
took the attitude that the cash might 
come in handy pre-Xmas, In addi- 
tion to the advance royalties, which 
each of the principals already re- 
ceived—Joan Roberts, Alfred Drake, 
Celeste Holm, Howard da Silva and 
Lee Dixon and maestro Jay Blackton 
—they were paid on a sales expec- 
tancy of 150,000 albums. 

Considering that each of the al- 
bums contains 12 sides—six platters 
—some of the principals get as much 
as a 9c royalty. It is estimated that 
about 45¢c royalty in all goes to all 
participants- in the album, from 
songsmiths to maestro and cast. Kapp 
figures the album will exceed 200,000 
in sales. It has gone over 125,000 to 
date, and can’t be pressed fast 
enough. It’s an all-time record for a 
$5 album seller, 


Morris Agcy. Decisions 
A.&C. in Radio Rep Dispute 


dollywood, Dec. 21. 

William Morris won the decision 
over Abbott and Costello in a radio 
representation dispute that was de- 
cided last week by an American Ar- 
bitration Ass’n panel. Comics had 
demurred at continuing with the 
agency and sought to switch over to 
Eddie Sherman. Under the ruling 
A & C are committed to the Morris 
agency for radio until Jan. 23, 1945. 

Sherman represents the team for 
pictures, taking over when three- 
year pact with Morris terminated. 
| When they tried to make a similar 


change as the radio deal expired, 
Morris fought the move under 
AFRA’s Rule 12 and the dispute 


went to arbitration. 


A ‘Down-Under’ Showman 
Reflects on Show Business 
In the Post-War Period 

By 
SIR BENJAMIN J. FULLER 


specially written for 


VARIETY ’s 


38th Anniversary Number 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition ) 


Tips for ‘Toastmasters 


NUGENT 


It is reasonably amusing, for in- 
stance, at the average Serv’ ‘men's 
Dinner now customarily given from 
coast to coast by reputable clubs and 
organizations, to hear a toastmaster 
struggle haltingly through 10 min- 
utes of stale platitudes in order to 
warn the next speaker to not take 
up more than three minutes. . 

Time is not necessarily the essence. 
No speech is too long if it seems too 
short. No speech is short enough if 
it seems too long. The context 
should should be taken into consid- 
eration. It takes a certain number 
of words to clothe a thought. When 
there is no thought, it needs no 
clothes. 

But what saddens us most is the 
speaker who, addressing boys from 
all the far-flung homes of the land, 
confounds cleverness with smut, the 
one whose wit is not content to 
merely invade the bedroom, but who 
seems only rightly at home in the 
bathroom, 

The boys come with high hopes of 
seeing in the flesh the great and the 
renowned of whom they have always 
heard, They naturally have connoted 
these great and renowned names 
with something of histrionic merit 
and even dignity. In their minds 
they have regarded them with some- 
thing akin to a reverence far re- 
moved from the filth they sometimes 
hear. 

Happily there are many exceptions 


|} among speakers and fortunately we 


(Continued on page 55) 


Cary Cooper USO Unit 
In Sydney After Show 
At New Guinea Front 


Sydney, Dec. 21. 
Gary Cooper, Una Merkel, Phyllis 
Brooks and Andy Acari were 
greeted by big crowds on their 
arrival her after their trek through 
New Guinea. Party was entertained 
by film industry here at a luncheon. 
Cooper party went up as close to 
the New Guinea front as the Army 
would permit. Cooper hopes to make 
another entertainment tour through 
the jungle fighting zone next year. 
Miss Brooks is staying over for an- 

other USO tour with John Wayne. 


Breen’s Latin-American 


Tour to Case Good Will 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Joseph I. Breen, Hollywood chief 
of the Will Hays office, hopped off on 
a three-week tour of Mexico and 
Central America as chairman of the 


Motion Picture Society of the 
Americas under «4 ‘nes of the 
Office of Coordinator ©: . atin-Amer- 


ican Affairs. 


Purpose of the trip ‘o check up 


on the progress of the Good Neigh- 
bor film program south of the Rio 


Grande. 
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Kate Smith Blasts Disc Jockeys 
For Unpatriotic Singer Coniests 


Radio singing stars who have been? 


making an outstanding pitch to get 
across OWI messages are doing a 
urn over the manner in which local 
radio stations, in their early morning 
disc sessions, are nullifying their ef- 
forts. 

Particularly incensed over the sit- 
uation is Kate Smith, who has long 
peen championing the OWI’s home 
front efforts toward the elimination 
of unnecessary telephone calls, use 
of the mails for other than essen- 
tial purposes, etc. Several stations 
in the N. Y. metropolitan area are 
cited as the principal offenders in 
destroying the effectiveness of the 
appeals, although it’s pointed out that 
the abuses under fire are becoming 
more widespread as the pop vocal 
disc hours on local stations are in- 
creasing in popularity throughout 
the couniry. 

The singers’ squawks are aimed 
at the stations making a bid for 
listeners via their ‘Battle of the 
Songbirds’ contest sessions in which 
they pit, say, Kate Smith against 
Bing Crosby, or a novelty vocal 
program vieing Jerry Colonna 
against Danny Kaye, and asking 
dtheir listeners to register their vote 
by either telephone or mail. In the 
final analysis, complain the stars, this 
has the effect of leaving with the 
listener the impression that the 
singer is asking for the vote solicita- 
tion. 

Kate Smith’s Stance 

While nothing can be done about 
preventing the stations from using 
their records, they point out, Kate 
Smith for one has served notice that 
she'll do everything in her power to 
put a halt to the misleading and un- 
patriotic usage made of the record- 
ings. She teed off her campaign 
with a blast at the contest during her 
noon broadcast on Friday (17). 

‘I listened to one of these contest 
broadcasts the other day,’ the 
singer told her listeners, ‘and, since 
at present here in New York I 
happen to be leading in this ‘battle 
of the songbirds’ contest, it sort of 
worried me. 

‘In the first place, no singer can 
vemain in the contest unless she re- 
ceives at least 3,000 votes per week 
from listeners who are asked to drop 
a postcard or letter in the mail and 
¢ast their vote. Frequently, the 
listener is not only asked, but urged 
to vote for his favorite contestant. 
At this point, let me make it clear 
that I am not complaining about the 
use of the records on the air. That 
is not against the law. 

‘But, speaking for myself, T am con- 


cerned over this matter of asking for 


votes by mail. In normal times it 
would be different. I’d be overjoyed 
to have my friends send in votes for 
me. But we are at war. Our Postal 
authorities have their hands more 
than full getting the mail through to 
the Armed Forces overseas and to 
those in camps in the United States, 
and it seems to me that adding to 
their burdens with postcards and 
letters to help decide a popularity 
contest is anything but a contribu- 
tion to the war effort. The time 
taken to write these postcards could 
be more profitably spent writing to 
our boys in service. Some of these 
radio contests do not want you to 
mail a card. Instead, they ask that 
you pick up your telephone right 
away and cast your vote that way. 
And that’s another thing that 
troubles me. Time and time again, 
I've urged you not to use the tele- 
phone unnecessarily, I have asked 
you to cooperate with the telephone 
company, already overburdened with 
the business of war, and overtaxed 
with calls that must ge through. And 
now I find myself in the unfortunate 
position of being in the lead in a con- 
test about which I wasn’t consulted, 
and in which I have no part, 

‘Let me emphasize that I am not 
Speaking for other singers now .. . 
just for myself. And I ask you, on 
my behalf only, please whether you 
like my recordings or not, please do 
not vote for me in this Battle of the 
Songbirds contest. Please do not 
waste your time or the postman’s 
time in this critical period of the 
War, by sending in postal cards with 


| theatre, N. Y., 


prises. 
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Anne Brown Sought 
As ‘Carmen Jones’ But 
Concert Dates Snag 


Concert dates already lined up for 
Anne Brown, creator of the co-title 
role in ‘Porgy and Bess,’ are reported 
stalling negotiations for her to ap- 
pear in the title role of ‘Carmen 
Jones’ in the Billy Rose Broadway 
smash. Rose has talked with Miss 
Brown, Etta Moten, her successor in 
the Gershwin folk opera, and several 
others in seeking a singer to alter- 
nate with Muriel Smith as’ Carmen. 

Miss Brown was considered for the 
part when the up-to-date Bizet opera 
was in production but went on cen- 
cert tour instead. At reported figure 
of $1,250 an appearance she is doing 
about 50 concerts a year. 

Former ‘Porgy and Bess’ star also 
recently completed screen assign- 
ment in WB’s screen biog of George 
Gershwin, ‘Rhapsody in Blue,’ and 
is reported set for a repeat on the 
Warner lot. 


CBS DICKERS MERMAN 
AS ‘MATINEE’ REGULAR 


Ethel Merman, star of. Michael 
Todd's ‘Something for the Boys’ mu- 
sical at the Alvin, N. Y., who 
guested on the CBS ‘Broadway 
Matinee’ daily show on Thursday 
(16), is being lined up for a per- 
manent weekly spot on the program, 

Show is heard from 4 to 4:25 p.m. 
and stars Alfred Drake, male iead of 
‘Oklahoma.’ 


Billy Rose, Ben Marden | 
Buy Loew’s Ziegfeld, N.Y. 


Billy Rose and Ben Marden, nitery 
prop., have bought the Ziegfeld | 
after angling for 
the property for Stated 
purchase price was $630,000, said to 
be $100,000 over the figure offered 


by Loew's which has been operating | 


months. 


the spot with double feature films| 
for ten years. Understood that; 
the deal was made as the result of! 
the court ordering sealed bids be 
presented, property being in iitiga- 
tion because of interest by investors 
in former S. W. Straus bond enter- 
Possession of the house can- 
not be had until next September at} 
which time Loew’s lease expires. 
Rose operates the Diamond Horse- 
shoe in addition to legit activities. | 

(Continued on page 16) 


my name on them: or placing any 
telephone calls in order to boost my 
popularity rating. Being in the 
contest at all is a complete surprise 
to me, and in this particular time, I 
must confess, it makes me feel very 
uncomfortable. There are, as we 
all know, many battles going on in 
this world today ... battles in which 
our fine American boys are fighting 
for their lives ... and for our lives. 
Our battle is to defeat the Axis. 
Let’s concentrate on that. All other 
battles, ‘songbirds’ or what have you, 
seerm rather unimportant at this mo- 
ment, compared to those in which 
our men are fighting and dying on 


|The entertainer who can be natural 


| Overseas Performers In 


many fronts.’ 


POINT THAT WAY 


If early findings are confirmed by 
further developments, eastern film 
production would be given a terrific 
hypo as result of television screen 
requirements, since a completely new 
library and source of pictures would 
have to be developed for the new 
medium. 


Television executives who, during 


the past few weeks have been screen- 
ing pictures made for regular thea- 
tre screens, but reduced to 16mm 
size and televised on a _ two-foot 
screen, have come to the conclusion 
that this type of film is not suitable 
for television and that a new tech- 
nique will have to be developed. 
Thus, it is held that regular film 
product, it was originally 
thought would provide a virtually 
unlimited backlog for television pur- 
poses, is now considered unlikely to 
be suitable. 

In this event production of films 
for television is likely to be centered 


primarily in New York (1) because 


technical facilities are easily avail- 
able, and (2) talent from radio, stage 
and niteries, more suited for the 
new small screen production tech- 
nique, is more abundant in the east 
than elsewhere. 

It is reportedly the opinion of tele- 
vision execs that the new tele screen, 
measuring two feet, with daylight 
exhibition, requires a technique com- 
parable to that employed in produc- 
tion of small screen coin machine 
films such as those made by Jack 
Barry (Minoco Productions). 

New Technique 

Longshots, which are effective on 
the regular theatre screen, look like 
tunnel views on the small screen, 
and a crowded flypaper effect is the 
result wherever crowd scenes occur. 
The small screen cannot absorb this 
type of camera productions. In case 
of the small screen used in coin ma- 


“chines a new technique was origin- 


ated. The two-foot screen would 
not take what the large theatre 
screen and long-range viewing de- 
manded. A small screen means face- 
to-face, split-second entertainment 
with emphasis on closeups. Long 
shots, elaborate sets, crowded frame 
and intricate camera technique were 
necessarily eliminated. 

High-key lighting. strong makeup 
and decisive costuming replaces soft 
lighting in small screen production 
which goes counter to many long 
established production practices. 

The new _ technique for 
screen production applies to 
formers as weil as technical methods. 
Intimate, direct delivery is preferred 
for the face-to-face telievisicn screen. 
The smal! screen loses subtlety so 
that simplicity and decisiveness are 
qualities required 

Restriction in screen size, 
with daylight exhibition and other 
technical difficulties, portend the 
elimination of certain types of story 
treatment. The elaborate plot re- 
quiring uninterrupted atiention and 
plenty of time-space is not favored. 


jrather than jose individual person- ! 
ality in the story character comes | 
| over stronger on the small” 
| Thus, in many ways, the television 


medium is likely to call for a simpli- 


fied yet new style of delivery. 


No D.C. Tour for Her 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Ann Richards, new Metro player, 
is in bed with the flu at the Statler. 

She came to Washington for some 
sightseeing but hasn't gotten beyond 
her hotel room to date, and will 
probably spend her entire visit re- 
cuperating. 


small | 
per- | 


along. 
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Soon Due 


‘Bernadette,’ ‘Comrade’ 
Complete Sweepstakes 
For Academy’s Oscars 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

With last minute rush by two stu- 
dios to get under the wire to qualify 
for Academy awards, the candidate 
list for the year’s ‘best picture’ is 
taking form when 20th-Fox tonight 
(Tues.) preems its entry, ‘Berna- 
dette,” and RKO puts its best pic- 
iture forward with the first screening 
lof ‘Tender Comrade,’ Dec. 29. Eli- 
gibles for Oscars must be given L. A. 
first runs by Jan. 1. 

‘Madame Curie’ looks like Metro’s 
choice, with Columbia setting store 
|}by ‘Sahara,’ Warners ‘Watch on 
|Rhine’ or ‘This Is Army,’ and Para- 
| mount with ‘Whom Bell Tolls.’ War- 
{ners hopeful of a special award for 
‘Army.’ Failing in an accolade for 
'‘Comrade,’ RKO pitching for the 
year’s ‘best performance’ with that 
picture via Ginger Rogers, Chance 
for any dark horse to nose out the 
field favorites is considered remote. 


JOE SCHOENFELD JOINS 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGCY. 


Will Rogers Group Folds, 
Big 5 Pic Cos, Take Over Hosp Care 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Will Rogers’ Memorial Commission 
has wound up its work with a final 
batch of scholarship bequests, and 
operation of the Will Rogers’ Me- 
memorial Hospital at Saranac Lake, 
New York. and the Will Rogers’ beds 
in other hospitals will revert to the 
‘big five’ producer-exhibitor film 
companies’ which had _ jurisdiction 
when it was all part of the NVA 
Sanatorium. 

Announcement of the action was 
made here Monday evening (20) by 
Secretary of Commerce Jesse H. 
Jones, treasurer of the Commission. 
Jones said that contributions to the 
fund from individuals amounted to 
$247,803; film theatres raised an ad- 
ditional $1,862,166 during the five 
years they made collections from 
their patrons; and the hospital at 
Saranac, turned over by stage and 
screen people“ to the Commission,- 
was valued at another $1,000,000, 
‘making a total of $2,109,960 in cash 
contributed to memorialize Will 
Rogers.’ 

Jones’ Statement 


‘The trustees of the Will Rogers’ 
Memoria! Commission, with the ap- 
proval of Mrs. Rogers,” said Jones in 
a statement, ‘have determined to 
wind up the affairs of the Commis- 
sion. The five theatre circuits. Na- 
tional Theatres Amus. Co., Inc (20th- 
Fox); Warner Bros. Pictures, Inc.3 
Loew's, Inc.; Paramount Pictures, 
Inc.; and RKO Service Corp., have 
agreed to continue and maintain the 

(Continued on page 46) 


Never Lived With Mate, 
Siamese Twin Charges 
In Seeking Pitt Divorce 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
Daisy Hilton, of team of Daisy and 
Violet Hilton, the Siamese Twins, 
filed suit for divorce here last week 
against her husband, Harold Estep, 
a dancer, of Elmira, N. Y. Mrs. 
Estep claimed she and Estep never 
actually lived together after their 
marriage in Buffalo on Feb. 17, 1941, 


Joe Schoenfeld, associate editor of 
| ‘Variety,’ is leaving this paper Jan. 
to join the William Morris agency. 
Scho has been with ‘Variety’ 11 
| years, covering all phases of the 
show business, coming to this paper 
after nine years with Hearst 
| other dailies in New York, Chicago 
‘and Newark. The Morris agency of- 
fer was confirmed several months 
'ago but Scho chose to round out the 
year, especially with the 38th Anni- 
versary Number on the horizon 
Schoenfeld will be in the literary 
department of the Morris Agency, 
located in the Coast office after Feb. 
|1. Intervening four weeks will be 
| spent in the N. Y. office. 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Film personalities who have en- 
itertained troops in the North Afri- 
lean sector are collaborating on a 
;‘Command Performance’ transcrip- 
request of Gen. Dwight Eisenhower 
ithrough the Hollywood Victory 
| Committee. 

| On the waxed program are Jack 
|Benny, Bob Hope, Frances Lang- 
iford, Tony Romano, Anna Lee, Kay 
'Francis, Martha Raye, Carole Landis 
land Mitzi Mayfair. 


Because of the exigency 


during the Xmas mail rush. 


YOUR COPY OF ‘VYARTETY’ MAY BE LATE 


‘Variety’ may be late sometimes in reaching you, especially 


Delays occur after ‘Variety’ leaves our offices and are 
eaused by conditions beyond our control. 


of war-time transportation. 
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insisting at the the same time, how- 
ever, that the merger was definitely 
not a publicity stunt, She charged 
desertion. 

The other Hilton sister, Violet. was 
divorced from her husband, James 
Moore, also a dancer, several years 
ago. 
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Alperson to D.C. on 4th War Loan 
Confab; ‘Bond for Every Seat’ Drive 


4 


“Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


FE. L. Alperson, who is slated to¢ 
serve as chairman of the Metropoli- 
tan, N. Y. area campaig: during the 
Fourth War Loan, is scheduled to 
leave for Waskington tomorrow 
(Thursday) with Joe Bernhard to 
discuss plans with Ted Gamble of 
the U. S. Treasury. Alperson will 
appoint five co-chairman to serve 
with him in this territory, co-chair- 
men in turn appointing captains to 
handle designated theatres. 

National drive, under the chair- 
manship of Charles P. Skouras, gets 
under way next month with slogan, 
‘Sell a Bond for Every Seat.’ With 
an estimated 20,000,000 theatre seats 
in the U. S., the objective is consid- 
ered unusually daring but practic- 
able. 

Dan Michailove, v.p. of National 
Theatres, was last week appointed 
metropolitan N. Y. area chairman of 
all bond sales to members of the in- 
dustry. Michalove, assisted by a 
committee which he is now form- 
ing, will canvass employees of home 
offices, circuits and independent ex- 
hibs to boost war bond sales. 

Harry Mandel, RKO Theatres ad- 
vertising-publicity head, has been 
named chairman of the N. Y. State 
Publicity Committee for the Fourth 
War Loan drive. 

Charles Skouras, meantime, an- 
nounced that a nationwide industry 
contest was to be staged to stimulate 
the sale of bonds with awards to 
the ‘honored 100’ who did the most 
in selling bonds. 


Treasury ‘T’ Awards 


In addition, it is understood, Al- 
person will suggest that the Treas- 
ury issue “T’ awards to all exhibi- 
tors making a fine showing in the 
drive. 

Meantime, serving with Skouras, 
are Rick Ricketson, vice-chairman 
of the industry drive; B. V. Sturdi- 
vant, campaign director, and Sey- 
mour Peiser, publicity director. 

Five screen stars will appear in a 
film bulletin and three theatre trail- 
ers to be issued in connection with 
the bond campaign. James Cagney 
and Edward Arnold will co-star in 
the bulletin titled ‘What If They 
Quit,’ while Ginger Rogers, Ann 
Sothern and Bob Hope will appear 
in the house trailers. Screen writers 
from the Writers Mobilization Com- 
mittee volunteered the preparation 
of the scripts. 


D. C. Huddles 
Washington, Dec. 21. 
Shrewd showmanship wrinkle to 
push the sale of war bonds in film 
houses was announced here Friday 
(17) at the first of three regional 
(Continued sci page 49) 
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Troops in No. Africa 
Getting New Pix Fast 
Since Jolson’s Blast 


North Africa. 
Editor. ‘Variety’: 

Don’t know how I'd keep up with 
what’s going on in show business if 
it weren’t for your making sure I’m 
supplied with my copies of ‘Variety.’ 
With all the war news you're print- 
ing, though, I don’t know half the 
time whether I’m reading the Army 
& Navy Journal or a theatrical sheet. 
Keep it in—it’s swell reading and 
mighty interesting. 

We've been receiving 16 mm prints 
of all the latest pictures produced in 
Hollywood in remarkably fast time 
lately; 
even before they’re released in ‘the 
States. Was just thinking—now with 
my brother Ben booking the USO- 
Camp Shows—that there’s been a 
Piermont sitting behind a book book- 
ing vaudeville acts for over 30 years, 
for it was away back in 1912 that he 
used his first eraser; then I picked 
mine up away back“fthe early ’20s, 


| final approval by Marine officials in 
| Washington before general release. 


‘Joel McCrea Back From 


HAYWARD BACK WITH 
TARAWA BATTLE FILM 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Battle of Tarawa, bloodiest in the 
history of the U. S. Marine Corps, 
will be processed here under super- 
vision of Capt. Louis Hayward, for- 
mer screen actor, who directed 
filming of the shambles as a member 
of the USMC photographic division. 

Capt. Hayward, who recently re- 
turned from the South Pacific area, 
will assemble the footage here for 


Tour of Mediterranean 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


The greatest experience an actor 
can enjoy is applause and smiling 
faces from fighting Yanks overseas. 
So declared Joel McCrea on return 
from a 22,000-mile, six-week tour of 
the Mediterranean area. 

‘They're so happy to see familiar 
faces, they don’t care whether 
they’re entertained or not,’ he said. 
They shun war and propaganda pic- 
tures and stars mean nothing to them 
either, 

‘It’s good stories that they want, 
the kind that make sense. When 
war’s over they'll be plenty film wise 
and highly critical,’ declared the 
actor who reported to the Hollywood 
Victory Committee the vital impor- 
tance of keeping the boys entertained 
and their morale buoyed. 


Canadian Army Show 
Split Into Touring Units 


Toronto, Dec. 21. 


After a lengthy trans-Canadian 
tour, terminating here where it 
started, ‘The Army Show,’ Canadian 
army production is being broken into 
five separate units to play Canadian 
camps for the holiday weeks. 

Headquarters’ decision has called 
for plenty of writing of new sketches 
and songs. Reports had been that 
the- whole troupe was going to 
Britain, that a brand new show was 


and here is Ben fighting with agents 
and actors again; pretty long time 
for one family, don’t you think? Say 
hello to everyone. 

Capt. Sid Piermont. 


|to be immediately undertaken for 
| another 


trans-Canadian tour and 
that the production was slated for 
Broadway and then the U. S. Camp 
bases. 


Bill Ken 
Bill Kent, Jr., son of the comedian, 
is back after two years of flying in 
Europe. He has been on 32 raids 
with the RAF and has the = 
Distinguished Flving Medal. 
Amefican, and the air- -medal with 
four clusters. 
He’s been grounded for the dura- 


For Selling Army Film 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Capt. Grant H. Stone, charged with | 
ilieZai selling of $800 Worth of mo- | 
tion picture film while commanding | 
officer of an American Air Force 
supply depot in Hollywood, was 
found guilty by a general court mar- 
tial- and sentenced. to. di 
the service and one year’s confine- 
ment at hard labor. Sentence does 
not become final until approval by 
the President. 

Stone had a record of 28 years as} 
cameraman in various studios and 
served with the Army Air Corps in 
the first World War. 


smissal from 


‘ | 

| 

Free Ducats to 93,000 | 

= 

Yanks By USO on Coast} 
Holiy wood, Dee. 21. 

USO Entertainment Division in 

this distri ct handed out more than 

a3 O00 fr "co 43 to serv 

amusements during Nove | 

according to the monthly check- | 


cket S ice im 
variou 
ber, 
up. 

Radio broadcasts led with 39,386 
tickets. Following were stage shows 
22.214; sporting events, 17.506: pic- | 
tures, 7,283; dances outside USO} 
clubs, 3,843; night clubs, 2,931; con- | 
certs, 2,421, and film studio tours, | 
1,251. 


HELLER’S U.N. PIC 


Bob Heller, formerly with Lt.-Col. 
Frank Capra, now scripting a film for 
the United Nations Information 
Service. 

Film, which will be released na- 
tionally, deals with the history of the 
United Nations, 


tion and will instruct henceforth. He 
was ‘a bombardier with the RAF 


| until four months ago when he trans- 


ferred to the AAF. 
Toni Morrison, maestro of her own 
band, is his sister. 


Lt. Holder Cited 
First Lt. Maxwel! R. Helder, U. S. 
Army Air Corps, former Metro 


| booker in Charlotte, N. C., awarded 


the Distinguished Flying Cross by 
Lt. Gen, George C. Kennedy, com- 
mander of the Fifth Air Force, 
operating in the Southwest Pacific 
area. Lt. Holder, who joined Metro 
as an assistant shipper in 1938, was 


\cited for ‘extraordinary achievement 
jwhile participating 
| flight missions.’ 


in operational 


Newman Goes In 
Eugene Newman, assistant to C. J. 
Oswald in charge of the investi- 
gating department for Paramount 
and with the company 14 years, 
i Army. 


Montgomery’s Documentary 

Cpl. George Montgomery, screen- 
actor husband of Dinah Shore, is 
making an Army Air Forces pic, | 
‘Survival of the Fittest’ at the San | 
Antonio, Texas, Aviation Cadet Cen- | 
| ter. Capt. Gilbert Warenton, former 
cameraman-director at Monogram, is | 
the director. 
Lt. Roger Mace is the cameraman. 
Mulhall Cited for Bravery 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. | 

Lt.-Col. Lawrence (Jack) Mulhall, | 
ex-district manager of Stagley- | 
Warner theatres, awarded Legion of 
Merit for bravery. He was wounded 

in the North African campaign. 

Charles V. Woodward, former as- 
sistant to Harry Bates, KYW auditor, 


+444 +4 44 44+ 4 4 +4 444 44 A A A 
upped to 2d looey in Army finance 
division. 


Jack Markus, violinist with Nor- 
man Black’s WFIL studio orchestra, 

Robert Sidman, manager of the 
Senate, Harrisburg, Army. 

Jack Eisman, KYW 
Army. 


engineer, 


Howland Upped to Lt. Col. 

Albert E. Howland, with the Office 
cf Coordinator of Inter-American 
Affairs on film matters, made a Lt. 
Col. in the Signal Corps. 

At one time Washington manager 
for Fox-Movietone News and later 
for Pathe, he has turned out 509 
training films for the Army. 

Milt Hoffman, of Paramount's 
homeoffice exploitation department, 
Army. 


Radio Men Win Bars 
Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 21. 
Al Zink, former special events 
announcer and assistant p.a. of WGY, 
has won his bars as a second lieu- 
tenant in the Quartermaster Corps 
at Camp Lee. Va. His first assign- 
ment was a 16-day public relations 
job in Washington. 
Wilbur Morrison, former WGY an- 
(Continued on page 27) 


Paramount’s Eastern Story 
Editor 


RICHARD MEALAND 
On 
‘Why Write for Pictures?’ 
One of those more-truth-than- 


poetry pieces born of seasoned 
experience, 


An Editorial Feature of the 
38th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition) 


BLANCHE MERRILL’S 


Inspirational Poem on 
‘AMERICANA’ 


Is a Feature 
in the 28th Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Number ) 


SAG Wants Warners’ 
Assurance That ‘Canteen’ 
Strictly Commercial Film 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Unless Warners can prove to the 
satisfaction of the Screen Actors 
Guild the ‘Hollywood Canteen’ is a 
commercial film and not with ‘pa- 
triotic overtone,’ as Guild contends, 
studio will be denied permission to 
bargain direct with actors on pro 
rata basis of regular salary for the 
few days they are required for shoot- 
ing. 

Guild board, at meeting which 
didn’t break up till early. hours to- 
day (Tuesday), voted to draft a let- 
ter to Warners covering this and 
other points. 

It’s indicated that some studios are 
not sympathetically inclined toward 
WB's filming of ‘Canteen,’ and may 
not make contractees available at 
cut-rate salaries. 

Warners is eager to avoid the pa- 
triotic angle so that the stigma of 
undue pressure can’t be applied. 
Guild wants Warners to advise it 
of the position of Producers Associa- 
tion and other studios regarding 
‘Canteen,’ and whether or not film 
can be considered an industry;under- 
taking, with players of other stu- 
dios made available. 

Dispute revolves around Guild’s 
Rule 33, which prevents actors from 
working for wages below their pre- 
vailing level. ‘Canteen’ has been in 
production for three and a half 
weeks, and unless SAG sees eye-to- 
eye with Warners there may have 
to be a stoppage or complete aban- 
donment of the film. 

AFM Nixes Army Band 

American Federation of Musicians 
has turned down Warner Bros.’ re- 
quest for use of the Santa Ana air 
base band in ‘Hollywood Canteen’ 
because the film is a commercial ven- 
ture. 

The move is further evidence that 
AFM is standing by its guns in re- 
fusing to permit servicemen to take 
commercial jobs while on leave as 
specified in War Dept. regulations. 

J. W. Gillette, studio rep for AFM, 
said arrangements were being made 
to protect jobs of musicians in serv- 
ice, but that’s as far as it goes. In 
referring to the action of Major 
General J. A. Ulie who issued a 
special order permitting GI’s to take 
film roles on their off-time, Gillette 
said case is not comparable since the 
shortage was acute in that classifi- 
cation, 

AFM’s decision was largely based 
on the competition going on between 
soldier and civilian musicians, 


V-Disc Film Tunes 


For Overseas Forces 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Armed forees overseas will soon 
be able to hear approximately 300,- 
000 sound recordings of filmusical 
numbers through the efforts of the 
War Activities Committee. 

Songs are taken off sound tracks 
onto V-dises, with 3,000 to 5,000 
pressings of each recording, and will 
be shipped to distant outpests each 
month, 


N.Y.’s 1516 to War Fund 


The picture industry of the N. Y. 
metropolitan area contributed $151,- 
000 to the National War Fund. 

Sam Rinzler, chairman of the in- 
dustry drive, in making the an- 
nouncement last week, said that 
there were still a number of unful- 


filled pledges outstanding. 


Capt. Andre Baruch Salutes Stars 
As He Recalls Highlights of 1943 


- By CAPT. ANDRE BARUCH 


Somewhere in Africa. 

Were we able, we would have 
taken ‘Variety’s’ back page (hang the 
expense!) to thank Lt.-Col. Thomas 
H. A. Lewis: for preparing, and all 
the stars for appearing, on our first 
anniversary dedicatory program, 
Dec. 15. 

Looking back over our years’ oper- 
ation, we can trace our efforts with 
the stars who made the long. trip 
over* Martha Raye was here when 
we had a hand-made transmitter. 
She went right into the foxholes of 
Tunisia, where some of the time we 
couldn’t even see the troops we were 
entertaining. 

Al Jolson hit our circuit when our 
boys were still fighting for Sicily. He 
went right to them. He helped dedi- 
cate our fifth station. We remember 
him singing ‘California, Here I 
Come,’ at the tour’s end. He was 
tired, but he wouldn't let his voice 
show it. 

Then Jack Benny, Wini Shaw, 
Anna Lee and Larry Adler were 
scheduled to appear one night. The 
field was almost as large as the 
Brooklyn stadium. The troupe had 
just returned from Italy. It rained, 
The stage was a crude affair. A plank 
thrown between two trucks drawn 
up back to back. The boys out on 
the field. huddled under raincoats and 
hoods. But the gang on the stage 
didn’t. Anna Lee kept right on go- 
ing in a wispy green dress. Benny 
didn’t even let his cigar go out. Adler 
went on with the ‘Bolero.’ It poured. 
Then the show just moved to an in- 
town theatre, 

Bob Hope came back from a shell- 
ing in Sicily, kept right on entertain- 
ing in Africa. We remember him 
preparing a show for the folks back 
home in front of an audience of G.I.’s 

..The show was over...but not 
Hope...He kept on going...so did 
Frances Langford and Tony Romano. 
We don’t know how the folks re- 
ceived that show...but the boys over 
here loved every minute of it. 

Ella Logan was headed for Italy, 
but she stopped along the way to 
dedicate a number for some of the 
boys and girls from Ohio who were 
in our studio for a salute to their 
State...And Fredric March recorded 
a 15-minute dramatic script telling 
the story of Lt. David C. Waybur, 
awarded a Congressiona’’ medal of 
honor, 

To all of them our thanks nd 
the thanks of our spon: he 
fighting boys and gir) Africa 
Sicily...Italy. 


Metro to Piritish 


Tunisian :iapaign Pic 
Metro will distribute ‘Beginning. of 
the End,’ feature length film from 
the British Information Services, 
dealing with the Tunisian campaign. 
M-G drew the picture by lot, 
under the arrangement set up by the 
Hays office in connection with pic- 
tures being handled in the U. S. by 
the British Information Services. 


‘ARMY’S’ LATIN PREEM 


‘This Is the Army’ opens the re- 
cently constructed Presidente theatre 
in Panama City, Panama, Jan, 14. 

Preem also will represent the inie 
tial play-date for the Irving Berlin 
picture in the Latin-Americas. It 
will be for the benefit of military 
relief societies, patterned after the 
lines of funds going to Army Emer- 
gency Relief in the U. S. Opening 
top will be $5. 


L.A. to N.Y. 


June Allyson. 
George Balanchine. 
Capt. Robert Benjamin. 
Benedict Bogeaus. 
Jerry Dale. 
Majorie Gateson. 
Tom Harrington. 
Dick Haymes. 
Edith Head. 

Joe Hill. 

Jean Hersholt. 

Lou Holtz. 

Major John W. Hubbell. 
Abe Lastfogel. 
Elizabeth Perdix. 
Rags Ragland. 
Paul Rickenbacker. 
Irving Rubine. 

Sig Schlager. 
Nancy Walker. 
Herbert Yates. 
Zorina. 


N.Y. to L.A. 


Franz Waxman, 
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RKO Establishing Retirement 


Pensions 


What is believed to be the firsts 
pension or retirement plan within 
the motion picture industry, apply- 
ing generally to all employees, is be- 
ing established by RKO Corp. Floyd 
B. Odlum, chairman of the RKO 
board of directors, announced yester- 
day that the RKO board had deter- 
mined to establish a pension or re- 
tirement plan for employees. 

Odlum stated that the general fea- 
tures of the plan were approved in 
principle by the board at the meet- 
ing held yesterday (Tues.) and that 
details would be approved and an- 
nouncement made before Dec. 31. 

The plan will, of course, be sub- 
mitted to the Treasury Dept. for ap- 
proval and is subject to such ap- 
proval. 

Odlum stated that the pension plan 
is designed to reward employees for 
their past and future services by 
providing pension benefits in ad- 
dition to Federal Social Security 
benefits. The plan will include all 
present regular employees between 
30 and 64 years of age if they have 
already complefed three years of 
service or aS soon as such service 
has been completed. 

New employees will likewise be 
included if between the ages of 30 
and 

It is planned to provide retirement 
benefits outside the plan for em- 
ployees now over 64 years old. 

Employees in the U. S. armed 
forces will be included with full 
credit for the time spent in the 
armed forces if they return to RKO. 

The primary purpose of the plan is 
to provide, after the normal retire- 
ment age, a monthly pension the 
amount of which will be determined 
by the length of service and com- 
pensation. 

Normal retirement age will be 65 
years, except in the case of ém- 
ployees now over 55, whose normal 
retirement age will be covered by 
special provisions. 

Minimum benefits after normal re- 
tirement age will be fixed amounts 
monthly, including primary Federal 
social security benefits. 

The plan will also include benefits 
in case of death prior to attainment 
of the normal retirement age. 

There will be no contributions by 
employees to the cost of the plan. 

Annual payments will be made by 
the employer corporations to a spe- 
cial trust fund which will be self- 
administered, 


SHOW BIZ DONATES 906 
TO NCCJ; 1506 GOAL 


Industry leaders pledged around 
$40,000 additidnal to the annual 
quota of the amusement divisien of 
the National Conference of Chris- 
tians and Jews at the luncheon held 
last Thursday (16) at the Astor hotel. 
In addition, the fund was increased 
by the contribution of the American 
Theatre: Wing. which gave $50,000 
out of its share of distribution re- 
ceipts from ‘Stage Door Canteen,’ J. 
Robert Rubin, chairman of the 
amusement division, announced at 
the meeting. Amusement division’s 


quota is $150.000 of the $1,009,000 
scught by the Conference. 
Will Hays, head of the Motion Pic- 


ture Producers & Distributors Assn.., 


lauded for his past church work, 
climaxed the series of talks at the 
Astor session with a vigorous plea 
to aid the organization. Major Gen- 
eral George L. Van Deusen, com- 
mander at Ft. Monmouth, N. J.. de- 


scribed in detail the effective Conf- 
ference work among his troops. The 
activity of the organization in camps 
of U. S. armed forces throughout the 
country was stressed in talks by Dr. 


Theodore C. Speers, Rabbi Israel 
Golds stein and Father John Ford, 
with Dr. Everett R. Clinchy, Con- 


ference president, summarizing the 
organization’s great work. He pointed 
out that the Conference is an edu- 
cational instrument of the American 
people to strengthen civilizing in- 
fluences in relations among Protes- 


for All Employees 


You'll Enjoy 
W.A.S. DOUGLAS’ 


Saga of Mickey Neilan 
(A Ripley of Movietown) 


In the 


38th Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARIETY 


Published Soon 


(Post-war Show Business 
Number) 


W.E.’s $10,000,000 
Classroom Films 


Western Electric reportedly in- 
vested over $10,000,000 in the Erpi 
Classroom Films project, which was 
sold to the University of Chicago two 
weeks ago. ECF had a library of 
some 250 one-reel subjects. 

W. E. found that there was an in- 
sufficient number of projectors in 
classrooms around the country to 
warrant. further experimentation 
with classroom subjects. 


Rose’s Coast O.O. 


David Rose, Paramount’s managing 
director in Great Britain, who left 
N. Y. for the Coast Friday (17), will 
huddle with Y. Frank Freeman, B. G. 
De Sylva and Henry Ginsberg on 
future production plans while in Hol- 
lywood, Rose is anxious to finish 
casting on ‘Signed With Their Honor,’ 
which he hopes to begin producing 
soon in London. 

He previously announged that he 
wanted to round out the cast while in 
U. S. this trip. 


MILLIONS 


Heads of major company distribu- 
tion departments met last week at 
the Copyright Protection Bureau of 
the film industry in New York and 
reportedly discussed possibility of 
engaging a nationally known private 
detective agency to work with or 
without film checkers on houses play- 
ing pictures on percentage. 

Understood that complaints were 
registered at the meeting that dis- 
tribs lost an estimated $2,000,000 
or more in ’43 on percentage deals 
through under-payment by exhibs 
in Various parts of the country. In 
one section it was stated that of 157 
theatres only seven could be recog- 
nized as having fulfilled their com- 
mitments completely. Four or 
more areas where it is considered 
the greatest number of violations 
occur were mentioned by name. 

Problem of getting full returns 
from percentage pictures is consid- 
ered of more importance this year 
than for many seasons past, due to 
the large number of percentage deals. 
Distrib reps, from accounts, also 
pointed out that it was important to 
get more exact returns because fu- 
ture deals were being figured on the 
basis of current percentage returns. 

If Pinkerton or Burns operatives 
are engaged, it was considered pos- 
sible that checlers might be released 
altogether in many situations and ex- 
hibs placed on their honor, with the 
sleuths operating incognito as 
trouble-shooters. 

Variously estimated that all major 
companies combined spend some 
$75,000 weekly on checking’ percent- 
age houses around the U. S. One 
major employs some 1,000 checkers, 
representing a weekly payroll of $10,- 
000 or more, including expenses. Cost 
of checking for other companies is 
from $5,000 weekly up. 

Another meeting of sales heads to 
discuss the problem is scheduled for 
Dec. 28. 


Skouras, Lichtman, Rubin to Eng. 


On Fox-Metro 


Humorist 
IRVING BRECHER’S 


‘John Q. Publie Now A - 
Mugg’ 


will hand you quite a laugh... 


A feature in the 
38th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition) 


Hart Huddles On 


‘Winged Victory 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Moss Hart, producer of the Army 
Air Force stage show, ‘Winged Vic- 
tory,’ is due in town this week to 
huddle with 20th-Fox execs on the 
film production and to make use of 
an arsenal of talent, now quartered 
on the old Hal Roach lot, as the 
First Motion Picture Unit of the 
AAF. 

Lieut. Col. William Wyler, slated 
as director of the screen version, will 
have plenty of-help among Uncle 
Sam’s uniformed personnel, includ- 
ing writers, actors, directors and 
technicians in classifications. 
Preliminary work starts this week, 
with the picture slated to go before 
the lenses in June on the Westwood 
lot. 


Marcella Napp’s Pix Job 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Marcella Napp for past two years 
with William Morris in N. Y., 
joined Vanguard Films here to look 
after talent. 
She was one-time caster at Metro. 


tants, Catholics, and Jews. 


Rubin presided at the meeting with | 


film company toppers on the dais. 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 


54 W. Randolph St. 


Your Best Salesman 
All Markets 
Present and 


1, LONDON 
St. Martin’s Pl. 


Stake i in Gaumont 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Al Lichtman’s London trek for 
Metro is being held up pending State 
Department okay, but it’s likely 
transportation will be cleared and 
he will be accompanied by J. Rob- 
ert Rubin, with pair probably shov- 
ing off after the first of the year. 

They will confer with Alexander 
Korda, foreign manager for Metro, 
on studic’s post-war production set- 
up, which will run to over 16 pic- 
tures annually, with each carrying 
budget of $1,000,000 or more. 

On Gaumont Matter 

Visit of Spyros Skouras, Al Licht- 
man and J. Robert Rubin to London, 
while ostensibly on production and 
distribution matters in Great Britain, 
is reported primarily to be to iron 
out a deal for- Metro and 20th-Fox 
with Metropolitan-New Bradford 
Trust, holding company for Gau- 
mont-British. It will be recalled 
that J. Arthur Rank bought the 
Isidor Ostrer holdings in Metropoli- 
tan for a reputed $3,000,000, thus 
obtaining 51% interest and the vot- 
ing stock. The 49% held by 20th- 
Fox and,.Metro represents non-vot- 
ing shares but it’s admitted in Lon- 
don that Rank cannot do much until 
he obtains this other stock or some 
working agreement with the two 
American film companies. 

Rank is understood to feel that he 
can give 20th and Metro as good 
representation as Ostrer did when he 
had 51% control in Metropolitan- 
Bradford. But 20th and Metro are 
reportedly not satisfied with the cur- 
rent arrangement. Hence, the desire 
to talk terms across the table with 
Rank. 

Transfer of the 49% non-voting 
interest in Metropolitan has been up 
for decisjon*more than a year but 
long delayed. This is the first time 
the two U. S. film companies have 
been this close to an actual settle- 
ment of the whole proposition. 

Because of Rank’s admittedly 
strong position in Britain’s production 
exhibition and distribution, there are 
plenty of ramifications in the forth- 
coming London parley. Both sides 
to the pending deal can exert con- 
siderable leverage both on the pro- 
duction and exhibition end with the 
American interests admittedly hold- 
ing the ace card as far as product 
and dis tribution in Britain is con- 
cerned. 


LARRY KENT TO ACCOMP 
S. SKOURAS OVERSEAS 


Larry Kent, executive assistant to 


| Spyros Skouras, is set to accompany 


the 20th-Fox prexy when he shoves 
off on his overseas trek. Understood 
that Kent will make the trip pri- 
marily to visit Italy, Sicily and other 
newly opened markets to check on 
the showing of company product in 
those recently taken over lands. 

Kent’s mission likely will be to 
ascertain if 20th-Fox product is be- 
ing given a fair treatment in the 
areas occupied by United Nations 
forces and check on manner in which 
prints are handled. 


Fox’s S. A. Aides Due 
For N. Y. Confabs 


Managing directors in Argentina 
and Brazil for 20th-Fox are to hud- 
dle in N. Y. before the end of the 


vear, S. S. Horen, company’s Argen- 
itina managing director, having ar- 
irived last week. J. C. Bavetta, 
Brazil managing director, is due in 
i|before Jan. 1. 

Both will confer with Murray 


Silverstone, foreign sales chief. 


Disney’s Boogie Beat 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Walt Disney breaks out with a new 
South-of-the-Border dance known as 
the Samba-Jongo in his next musical 
cartoon feature. ‘The Three Cab- 
alleros.’ 

Dance is based on a tune, ‘Baia,’ 
by Ary Barroso, composer 
of ‘Brazil, and is described as ‘a 
rocking chair rhythm with a beat 
down boogie beat.’ 
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“Simply overpow- 
ering! Magnificent 
throughout!"—Mrs. 

H. Norman Spohr 


_ “One of the world’s 
greatest!'’—Mr. 
Paul M. Buckwalter 


PREVIEW TRIBUTES 


A few out of hundreds 
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“Words fail 
describing it!” 
—Mrs. Harry 
M. Daugherty 


“It will live for- 
e Vv r -—M ry 
__ Stanley H. Bates 


“The picture far ex- 


cels the novel!’?— 
Mr. W. S. Fleming’ 


“They ought to give 
it the Academy 
Awardt’” 

— Miss Joan Dunke 
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8 PICTURES 


Chances for New Consent Decree In 


Jan. Still Look Good; More Trading 


Washington, Dec. 21. 4 

Possibility of a new motion picture 
consent decree by mid-January looks 
good here, following last Wednes- 
day's conference between Tom C. 
Clark. Assistant Atorney-General 
handling the case for the Govern- 
ment, and Joseph Hazen, Warner v.p. 

Hazen, who has done most of the 
negotiating for the Big Five pro- 
ducer exhibitor companies, was ex- 
pected to offer some new proposals 
this week after conferring with 
heads of Metro, 20th-Fox, RKO and 
Paramount in New York. Clark, 
who is now in Texas, said that if the 
new proposals and suggested final 
draft prove satisfactory to him, he 
will send them on to leaders of the 
indie theatres for their suggestions 
before going ahead with the decree. 

‘I think everything may be in 
shape by about Jan. 15,’ he said. 
Clark said the picture shaped up as 
follows, after his meeting withy 
Hazen: 

1. The Big Five has agreed to a 
20° cancellation clause on blocks. It 
is willing to go further and allow the 
cancellation of one picture in blocks 
of three and four. Clark has been 
seeking a cancellation privilege for 
blocks as little as two pix. He also 
wants the cancellation privilege so 
flexible so that if an exhibitor elects 
to call all films in any one block his 
cancellation rights would be cumu- 
lative in subsequent blocks. For ex- 
ample, if the exhibitor takes all of a 
block of five, he could reject two out 
of the next block of five. 

2. The Big Five will go along ona 
no-pooling agreement for theatres 
which they operate. Clark wants 
this extended to theatres in which 
they have stock *ownership, but 
which they don’t actually operate. 

3. The Big Five will accede to the 
Justice Department demand that 
court permission be sought before 


(Continued on page 55) 


WEDLOCK, SNYDER CALL 
OFF PROD. PACT AT U 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Producer-writer team of Howard 


CLIFTON FADIMAN 
Expounds on 
‘Things I'd Like to See in 
Post-War Radio’ 


An Editorial Feature in the 


38th Anniversary Number 
of 


ARI 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition ) 
Soon Due 


Raw Film Quotas May 
Be Increased; Also 
Easing Equipment 


Washington, Dec. 21. 


Harold Hopper, head of the War 
Production Board film section, dye 
back tomorrow (22) from New York 
where he conferred with industry 
reps and raw film manufacturers on 
quotas for first quarter of 1944. He is 
slated to leave for the Coast at once 
to continue discussions with film 
officials there. 


Quotas for first three months of 
next year are expected to remain at 
same level as over past nine months. 
Hopper is checking requirements for 
aerofilm with Army Ajir Force 
officers and there is a slim chance 
needs for this combat picture film 
might fall off slighily. If so, do- 
mestic users, will get a small quota 
increase, it is believed. 

Hopper’s unit, also concerned with 
equipment, is expected to _ issue 
orders around Jan. 1 easing present 
equipment restrictions which will 
make purchases easier to put 
through. 


Snyder and Hugh Wedlock, Jr., 
signed a year ago to make an Ab- 
bott & Costello picture, checked off 
the Universal lot after amicable set- 
tlement of their contract. 

Pair scripted films for Donald 
O’Connor and Olsen & Johnson after 
Costello was stricken eight months 
ago. 


Alperson, Brandt Trek 
On March of Dimes Drive 


E. L. Alperson and Harry Brandt 
start on a trans-country trek on be- 
half of the March of Dimes campaign 
shortly after Jan. 1. Starting from 
New York they will cover key situ- 
ations as far as the Coast, returning 
in approximately two weeks. 

March of Dimes campaign book is- 
sued by Ernest Emerling last week 
reflected optimism of theatre circuit 
heads regarding handling of both the 
March of Dime: and Fourth War 
Loan campaigns at about the sdine 
time. 


Film Carriers May Have 
Trucking Headache in ’44 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Film carriers may face a headache 
next year in replacing their trucks 
which wear out. Only 80,000 new 
trucks will be produced during all 
of 1944 for civilian use in this coun- 
try, Joseph B. Eastman, Director of 
Defense Transportation, announced 
last Friday (17). Butk of the 80,000! 
are not to be delivered until the! 
latter part of next year. 

Normal truck production for re- | 
piacements is 450,000 units a year. 


M-G Shelves Schary Pair 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Recent departure of Dore Schary 
from Metro to become a producer 
for Vanguard resulted in the abon- 
donment of two high-budget produc- 
tions on the Culver City lot. 

Studio decided to shelve « mag- 
nified western and a cavalcade of the 
film business, both of which were on 
the Schary schedule. 


SMALL SLATES EIGHT 
PIX FOR UA SKED 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Eight features have been lined up 
by Edward Small as his contribution 
to the United Artists releasing sched- 
ule, with one currently in work, two 
scripts ready to start and five in the 
writing mill. 

Before the cameras is ‘Up in Ma- 
bel’s Room,’ with ‘Bella Donna’ and 
‘The Raft’ awaiting the go signal. In 
various stages of scripting are ‘No- 
torious Nancy Grey,’ ‘Life of Ru- 
dolph Valentino,’ ‘Cagliostro,’ ‘Guy 
from Mike’s Place,’ and ‘A Time to 
Be Born.’ 


Metro Sets 6 Releases 
For January, February 


Following its plan of releasing 
three features monthly, Metro has 
divided its sixth group of 12 pictures 


? 

AK.’s Won’t Miss This One 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Eight pop tunes of a bygone gen- 
eration are being revived by Par- 
amount for ‘Incendiary Blonde,’ 
based on the career of Texas Guinan. 
Songs are ‘Row, Row, Row,’ ‘Rag- 
time Cowboy Joe,’ ‘Sweet Genevieve,’ 
‘Ida,’ ‘Bill Bailey,’ ‘By Jingo,’ “What 
Do You Want to Make Those Eyes 
at Me For?’ and one to be selected 
later. 


Schlager’s 5-Pic 
Deal With UA 


Sig Schlager, Producers Corp. of 
America prexy, reportedly concluded 
a five-picture contract with United 
Artists yesterday (Tues.). Harry Joe 
Brown, producer-director of PCA’s 
first production ‘Knickerbocker Hcli- 
day,’ was at same time signed to a 
four-year pact with PCA. 

First three films are budgeted at 
$2,500,000 with initial 1944 opus 
slated to be the Mark Twain story, 
‘The Gilded Age,’ with Bradbury 
Foote and Carl Brown doing the 
screen play. 

Brown is skedded to arrive in New 
York tomorrow (Thursday) to con- 
fer with Ed Raftery, UA president, 
Grad Sears and other UA execs. 


HEMINGWAY’S ‘TO HAVE’ 
ON HAWKS’ SLATE AT WB 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Howard Hawks drew the producer 
job on ‘To Have and to Have Not,’ 
Ernest Hemingway’s novel recently 
bought by Warners. 

Humphrey Bogart will play the top 
role as soon as he returns from his 
current overseas camp tour, 


Rome Prolog for Par’s 
‘Sign of Cross’ Reissue 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Current battle for possession of 
Rome will be used as a prolog for 
Paramount's reissue of the old Cecil 
B. DeMille production, ‘The Sign of 
the Cross.’ 

Dudley Nichols has been assigned 
to write the modern preface, in 
which several name players will ap- 
pear. Claudette Colbert, Charles 
Laughton, Fredric March and Elissa 
Landis topped the orininal cast. Re- 
issue will be released before De- 
Mille’s recently completed produc- 
tion, ‘The Story of Dr. Wassell.’ 


Jim Thorpe Plays Bit 
In Par’s ‘Alaska’ Pic 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Jim Thorpe, all-time great in foot- 
ball and track athletics, checked in 
at Paramount to play a roughneck 
gold miner in ‘The Road to Alaska.’ 

Until recently Thorpe had been 
doing war work in a Detroit airplane 
plant. 


Wi: 

Winkle’ to Moss, Green 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Columbia assigned Al Green to di- 


So that six ef them will go on dis- 
tribution in January and February. | 

January will see the release of ‘As 
Thousands Cheer,’ ‘Cross of Lorraine’ 
and ‘Lost Angel.’ Former two already 
have been around on some pre- 
release dates. ‘A Guy Named Joe,’ 
‘Rationing’ and ‘Cry Havoc,’ last cur- 
rently at the Astor, N. Y., go out in 


rect ‘Mr. Winkle Goes to War,’ star- 
ring Edward G. Robinson and slated 
for an early January start. 

Jack Moss takes over the produc- 
tion reins originally intended for 
Harold Lloyd. 


ROGELL’S QUIZZER 
Al Rogell’s deal for Phil Baker’s 


February. ‘Madame Curie,’ now at| 
the Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., is} 
set for general release. in April | 
along with two others. ‘Lost Angel’ 
gets its world greem tomorrow (23) 
in Tulsa. 


radio show, ‘Take It Or Leave It,’ is 
all set to go. Baker is asking for 
$20,000 for one pic, and $35,000 for 
two, with shooting skedded to start 
around March, °44. Deal will prob- 
ably be signed this week. 

Rogell produces for Republic. 


Lantz’s Voice Credits 


in the still-untitled Swing Symphony | 


tion. 


drew 
producer. 


City,’ a western cliffhanger, starting 
in February. | 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Walter Lantz is handing screen 
credits for the first time to off-screen 
performers in his Cartunes at Uni- 
versal. ‘ 
Jack Teagarden, trombonist. gets 
his name on ceiluloid in ‘Pied Piper,’ | 
and the King Cole Trio is credited | 


pen-and-inker, currently in produc- 


Taylor Now Producer | 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. | 
Ray Taylor, director at Universal, | 
a new contract as associate | 


First chore is ‘Riders of Ghost | 


ARTHUR L. MAYER’S 
‘We Shall Rest in Peace’ 


Is a Prayer for the War Activ- 
ities Committee After the Victory 


ARIETY ’s 


38th Anniversary Number 


wwe 


Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 21, 
Dear Joe: 

Aggie and me were talking about different things, which with us means 
show business, and we got to picking out the ‘hoofers’ in vaudeville that 
made good as comedians in vaudeville, shows, radio and pictures. In the 
old days nearly everybody knew how to do a little hoofing or fake at it. 
Nearly all the old-timers got into vaudeville through the ‘leg route,’ mean- 
ing ‘hoofing’. Then they added a song or two, because nearly every dancer 
I ever met always thought he could sing, or hoped so. After awhile, when 
they start to come off ‘piffing’, their mind wanders towards talk, funny 
talk. Why work hard when those ‘talking comics’ get the big dough? So 
they add ‘jokes’ and finish with dancing. After all, that’s their insurance, 
you know, sometimes talk don’t go (ask anyone who has played Youngs- 


town), so it’s pretty nice to fall back on a show-topping dance. 

Fred Astaire (and Adele) did a straight hoofing act, with what they 
thought was singing. Now Adele is a Lady and Fred is one of top flight 
comedians and throws in a good song for good measure. Jack Donahue 
(Donahue and Stewart) started off as a great hoofer and ended up as a 
great comic and hoofer. Walter Catlett, one of our truly great comedians, 
did a legmania act. Ray Bolger (Rubberlegs), ace comic of today, still 
does ace dancing., Jack Haley dipped his feet in the rosin box when he 
started and now just depends on comedy. Clifton Webb also discarded the 
dancing shoes to become a swell light comediai:; “Joe Frisco, who ranks 
as a top laugh-getter, now only does his famous Frisco Dance when he 
needs it, which is seldom. George Burns (Burns and Allen) did a double 
man dancing act with stock ties, canes and fedora hats. Now he only 
dances in private (in case vaudeville comes back). Ritz Bros. started as 
‘challenge dancers,’ now are the craziest trio of comics we have. Buck 
and Bubbles did piano and hoofing...now get belly laughs, but still dance. 
Sammy White (Clayton and White) was a straight hoofer that turned into 
a swell comic. Harland Dixon, one of the greatest of creative eccentric 
dancers, now gets plenty of laughs with gab. Montgomery and Stone 
started out as song and dance men. So did the Roger Brothers. So was 
Eddie Foy (Thompson and Foy) a hoofer. Ed Lowry (Lowry and Prince) 
stamped out many a tempo to the leader before he became a comic. Will 
Mahoney (Mahoney Bros. and Daisy) puffed his head off before he got 
smarted up and put in belly laughs between puffs. Smith and Dale started 
in the business with a dance which they still do when they have enough 
wind, 

Others Who Turned to Comedy 


Names come rushing to me and Aggie—Leon Errol, Jim Barton, Hal 
Skelly; what comics and what hoofers! Ben Blue, Gil Lamb, Hans Wilson, 
Bill Robinson, Vernon Castle, all swell comics and swell hoofers. Joe E. 
Brown, who started as an acrobat (Prevosts), tien became a hoofer and 
now a top comic. Dick Carle, Ralph Post, Willie Solar, George McKay 
(McKay and Caniwell), Jim Toney (Toney and Norman), Kline Brothers 
(Kline Bros. and Brennan), The Four Mortons, Al Lydell, Herman Timberg, 
Miller and Lyles, Williams and Walker, Miller and Mack, Mitchell and 
Durante, Mullen and Coogan, Needham and Kelly, Hal Sherman, Rome 
and Gaut, George Reisner (Reisner and Gores), Morton and Moore, Laddie 
Cliff, Harry K. Morton, Lee Dixon, Pat Rooney, Stuart and Lash, Sully 
and Houghton, Horton Spurr, Bailey and Austin, Jimmy Duffy (Duffy and 
Lorenze), Seed and Austin, Sully and Thomas, James Watts, Ward Brothers, 
Milt Wood, Glenn and Jenkins, Tom Smith, DeHaven and Nice, Alec 
Rotoff, Handis and Millis, Donny Tompkins, Jimmy Cagney...oh yeh, he 
did a straight hoofing act before he became a grand actor and comedian.... 
Tierney and Donnelly, Innis Bros., Dan Healey, Little Wille Shore, now a 
swell comic, was a straight hoofer; Shaw and Lee did dancing before they 
tangled up their feet and hands for laughs; Chris Richards, Johnny Berkes, 
Ida May Chadwick, Nat Nazzaro, Jr.. Walter Donahue, Richy Craig, Jr.; 
Three Leightons, Kalmar and Brown, Keno and Green, Kerr and Weston, 
Hal Forde, Carl Francis, Vanderbilt and Moore, and not forgetting the 
number one family....The Four Cohans. Yep, they all hoofed. 

All these, hoofers turned to comedy and made good. Some of them are 


| still sticking to the dances that“made them famous, but many of them 


have changed from Sloan’s Liniment to a throat gargle for good. 
If me and Aggie left any name out, remember it isn’t on account of 
shortage of memory but shortage of paper, sez 
Your pal, 
Lefty. 


‘ROBE’S’ $3,000,000 
BUDGET RKO PEAK 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Highest production budget in the 
history of RKO, $3,000,000, has been 
assigned to ‘The Robe,’ based on the 
spiritual novel by Lloyd C. Douglas. 

Picture will be produced in Tech- 
nicolor by Frank Ross, with Vernon 
Walker, chief of the studio process 
department, working on a new pro- 
cedure -for special effects in back- 
ground color photography. 


‘Ghost’ Stalled While 
Studio Debates Ending 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Charles Laughton, the heavy- 
weight spook in ‘The Canterville 
Ghost,’ is still hovering in the air 
while the execs at Metro are decid- 
| ing whether to wind up the picture 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Audrey Long, of the Broadway 
stage, signed by RKO. 

Evelyn Ankers’ option 
Universal. 

Frederick Nay’s player pact re- 
newed by Paramount. 

Leroy Mason’s player option lifted 
by Republic. 

Chris Drake, wounded Marine, 
drew player contract at RKO. 

Roy Barcroft, actor, optioned by 
Republic. 

Pierre Gendron inked writer pact 
at PRC. 

Ken Duncan's actor option picked 
up by Republic. 

Mabel Paige’s player ticket at 
Paramount renewed, 

Ruth Tobey’s minor contract with 
Warners approved by court. 

Byron Bar’s actor option lifted by 


lifted by 


‘in a burst of comedy or serious 
COWDOY actor, renewed | drama. Script called for a final laugh 
y hepuodiic, | but the execs are wondering if a 


June Lockhart’s minor contract | 
with Metro approved by court. | 

Janet Martin’s player option picked 
up by Republic. 

Richard Jaeckel drew actor ticket 
at 20th-Fox. 

Tom Steele’s player option lifted 


more sober windup would not be 
| more appropriate. 

Players are on call for four more 
days of shooting, either way. 


by Republic, 

Paul Lukas signed by Warners. 

Jack Kirk, actor, drew an option 
lift at Republic. 

Bill Ides, singer, signed by Para- 
mount. 

Cornel Wilde signed for one pic- 
ture annually at Columbia. 

Glenn Vernon, actor, signed by 
RKO, 


(Continued on page 25) 


Just Not History-Minded 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

John Paul Revere westerns at Re- 
public have been renamed the Smiley 
Burnette series, with ‘The Laramie 
Trail’ slated as the first under the 
new arrangement. 

After three pictures, the studio 
discovered that the western custom- 
ers did not take kindly to the Revere 
tag. 
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Toronto Police Probe Sabotage 
In Film Exchange Building Fire 


Toronto, Dec. 21. 

Finding of a chisel rammed into 
a passenger elevator motor in the 
control room on the roof of the Film 
Exchange Building here has resulted 
in reopening a fire case which cost 
the life of Herbert Maiman, Mono- 
gram projectionist, and seriously in- 
jured five firemen. ; 

New investigation will be carried 
out by Inspector William H. Loug- 
heed, Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment, Ontario. Provincial Police and 
Detective John Heuston, Ontario 
Fire Marshal's Department... Jury 
earlier had charged ‘gross negligence’ 
to Regal Films, Ltd., Canadian Dis- 
tributors for Metro, because of 
quantities of naked film left exposed 
in their vaults because of wartime 
lack of metal containers, but said 
that the cause of the fire was un- 
known, 

Discovery of deliberate sabotage in 
the passenger elevator was not made 
until later, elevator machinery-mak- 
ers concentrating on getting the 
freight elevators to work after the 
fire. 


Precautionary Steps 

Spurred by the recent fire which 
gutted the Metro branch office in 
Toronto, killing an operator, distrib- 
utors are taking steps to guard 
against the outbreak of any such 
fires in the N. Y. exchanges where, 
to begin with, the safety regulations 
are particularly severe. 

At a meeting of N. Y. exchange 
managers and heads of shipping 
rooms, held during the past week, 
it was proposed that a committee of 
two or three branch chiefs would 
each week inspect exchanges. 


Minor Damage 
Findlay, O., Dec. 21. 
Fire in the projection booth of the 
Lyceum here, on Dec. 17, destroyed 
a reel of film, damaged the projector 
and forced cancellation of the night's 
show. Patrons filed out orderly. 


Fire Levels Chi Theatre 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

One of the city’s most historic old 
theatres was leveled last week when 
fire completely gutted the building it 
was located in. Known in late years 
as the Wabash, a picture house, more 
than a generation ago many the- 
atrical greats trod its boards. 

Originally opened as Baker’s, then 
rebuilt as Havlin’s theatre in 1893, 
named for John H. Havlin, junior 
member of the old Stair & Havlin 
circuit, the house was one of the 


+ 


Bad Timing 

Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
, Sneak preview of Ginger Rog- 
ers’ picture, ‘Tender Comrade,’ 
at the suburban, Inglewood re- 
cently while a storm raged out- 
side, had the audience howling 
when the star quipped ‘thunder 

is very unusual in California.’ 
No sooner had she finished the 
line than a clap of thunder 
boomed and ensuing dialog was 

lost-in the audience breakup. 


Par Ends Year, 
With 10 Pix Going 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Paramount swings into the last 
week of 1943 with a top mark of 10 
pictures before the cameras and two 
musicals in the pre-recording stage. 
Tunefilms in the throes of sound, but 
not yet in front of the lenses are 
‘Bring On the Girls’ and ‘Fun Time.’ 

In work are ‘lt. Love 2 Seldier,’ ‘The 
Road to Utopia,’ ‘The Hitler Gang,’ 
‘National Barn Dance,’ ‘Incendiary 
Blonde,’ ‘And Now Tomorrow,’ ‘Rain- 
bow Island,’ ‘Till We Meet Again,’ 
‘You Can’t Ration Love’ and ‘Gam- 
bler’s Choice.’ 


$3,500 REWARD FOR 
ACKERMAN’S SLAYER 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Rewards now totaling $3,500—one 
of the highest ever posted in Michi- 
gan—have now been put up by the 
city of Bay City and the State for 
the slayer of Floyd E. Ackerman, 
manager of the Butterfield’ Circuit’s 
two houses in the upstate town. 

The theatre manager, who had 
been prominent in Bay City activ- 
ities for years and who had won new 
plaudits for his war bond selling 
activities in conjunction with the 
manager of a rival house, was shot 
and killed by a thug who robbed 
him of $1,500 in theatre receipts on 
Dec. 6. 

Because of the esteem in which he 
was held the city posted a high 
reward of $1,000 with the State, 
through the Board of Supervisors, 
adding another $2,500 for the cap- 


show places of town when the city’s | ture of the cold-blooded slayer. The 
Goid Coast was on the near south- | police had arrested four suspects but 


side. Profits from the house enabled 
Havlin to delve into 
Following a period of darkness the 
theatre reopened in 1901 as the Co- | 
lumbus, presenting the Columbus 

tock company, at 10, 20 and 30c ad- 
missions, with vaudeville between 
acts. It had been operated as a film- 
ery for years. 


‘BERNADETTE’ IN 2 N. Y. 


management. | 


to date have held no one for the 
murder which occurred in front of 
|}a downtown bank as Ackerman was 
|preparing to drop the theatre re- 
ceipts in the night box. 


Flu No Help to Seasonal 
Pre-Yuletide B.0. Dip 


HOUSES, GLOBE AND RIV. 


‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th-Fox), 
which preems in Los Angeles, goes 


into two N. Y. houses when it opens, 


the Rivoli and Globe simultaneously. 
Likely that the same scale will pre- 
vail in both spots although this has 
not been decided on definitely. Cur- 


rent plans are for playing ‘Berna- | 


dette’ at upped scale at all initially 
released theatres. 
houses simultaneously. 
Another 20th pic, ‘Lifeboat,’ 
at the Astor, N. Y., Jan. 6. 


Par Has All Key Eastern 
Chains Tied Up on Prod. 


By completing deals with Crescent 
Amus. Co. and Schine circuit for the 
first two blocks of this season's prod- 
uct, Paramount has all key circuits 

in “the eastern territory signatured 
ed these two initial blocks of 1943-44 
pictures, it was revealed last week 
by Neil Agnew, Par sales chief. 

Deal with Crescent covers 140 
theatres mostly in Tennessee. 


opens 


It plays two L. A. | ed in the past week in Chicago. 


boxoffice is looked for in the trade | 
starting with Dec. 


SEE 
THE FUTURE 


The coming year will see a sharp 
curtailment on reissues and the vir- 
tual elimination of repeat bookings, 
it is predicted in trade circles. Opin- 
ion is that this change in policy 
among the distributors is likely to 
come not wholly because of a desire 
to move new film faster, but as a 
measure against ‘rainy day’ protec- 
tion. 

The question of remakes enters the 
picture in this respect. Contended 
that if repeat bookings, which have 
reached enormous proportions- dur- 


——_—| ing the past year, are not drastically 


curtailed or abandoned, properties 
suitable for remake will be dissipat- 
ed. Argument is propounded at the 
same time that if the market isn’t de- 


remakes is further limited. 

Some distributors have already be- 
gun to limit repeat bookings, causing 
complaint among exhibitors, but dur- 
ing the past year, as result of fears 
for the future, distribs have also 
stopped destroying prints. Certain 
distribs always cleared out old stock 
after two years, but stopped doing so 
because of the possibility that the 
Hollywood studios might be bombed 
and production knocked out. While 
ihis’fear has since died out, Metro, 
for one, immediately ceased junking 
prints after the war began and, as a 
result, recently made 10 pictures 
available as ‘re-repeats,’ with prints 
allocated to each exchange and more 
ordered where demand _ existed. 
Whether or not the non-junking of 
prints will continue or not is a ques- 
tion, but meantime the problem of 
storing old prints is one that’s being 
met under difficulty. 

Shouldn’t Be Permitted 

Pointed out that while reissues and 
repeats may go by the board this 
coming year, the more distant future, 
in view of production, material and 
manpower difficulties (granting the 
war continues), may force this type 
of booking back on the market. The 
product outlook for 1944 would not 
indicate that the continuance of re- 


present is justified. 
But among sales observers. 


should not be permitted. Theory is| 
that if repeat bookings are continued | 
the way they’re going now, the fu- | 
ture field for reissuance of many pic- 
tures is badly narrowed. In this con- 
nection, it’s noted that where a pic- 
many repeat dates previously, it usu- 
ally does not do well. 


distrib has gone.to the expcens 


new pictures—and this season, even 


been obtained. 

On repeats, many exhibitors have 
played back pictures immediately 
after they have closed out their so- 
called ‘last runs’ in the zone in which 


from random—a second-run neigh- 


Usual rebound of the film theatre | week when available, lets it go to the 


|third, fourth and fifth runs in his; 


25 despite the | | area, and then brings it back at his! 
added load of severe weather and | regular scale. 


borhood operation plays a picture a 


nuded of reissues, the future field of | 


issues and repeats on any scale as at} 


ture is reissued after having had too | 


aft 
| 
new prints, new accessories and sds. 
ing since reissues are marketed as'| 


on high percentage, ‘A’ time has also 


operating. As an example—one taken | 


it’s| theatre by FBI agents following his 
pointed out, both repeats and reissues} failure to report for induction at 


| of Louis Andre De Forrest, with the 
the | 


| months 


This policy seems to! 


prevalence of influenza this week. | have been working out satisfactorily | 


Traditional pre-Xmas_ slump _ this 
year is no exception, only that this 
| year the number of flu cases, coupled 


with unusually severe weather for 
early in the season, has accented a 
b.o. decline in some sectors. One 
example of earlier-than-usual cold 
the one-degree-below-zero record- 

This | 


sort of weather usually doesn’t are | 
rive until February. 

Fortunately, few exhibitors have | 
experienced trouble in heating their 
theatres. While a few houses have 
run into difficulty in getting coal as 
easy as they expected, pre-planning 
has enabled these spots to keep their 
theatres normally heated. 

Several exhibs have complained 
regarding the coal situation, especi- 
ally those who switched over from 
oil to coal heat at Government sug- 
gestion. They are moaning because 


where practiced. 


FOREIGN MGRS. MEET 
ON U. S.-LATIN MARKET 


Foreign sales managers huddled 
yesterday (Tuesday) afternoon at the 
| Hays office on rovtine matters. in- 
| cluding bits of unfinished business 
| from the session of several weeks 
ago. 

Business and trade relations in 
Great Britain did not come up for 
discussion, new problems in the 
| Latin- American market being high- 
| lights of confab. 


U’S ‘JUNGLE QUEEN’ 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


Acquanette draws the title role in 


| Universal's forthcoming film of the 


there is plenty of fuel oil whereas | 


they have found strikes and severe | 


cold spells have kept them jumping , 
to maintain a steady supply of coal. 


tropics, ‘Jungle Queen.’ 
Picture is slated for an early Janu- 


ary start, from a screenplay by Bern- ’ 
| ard Schubert. 


| 
| 


REISSUES, 


Kuykendall Warns 20% Tax Will Put 


Small Houses Out 


Exhib-Distrib Rental Scrap Ahead 


4 


of Biz; Also Sees 


Cured, Pete? 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Republic drew a bead on ‘The 
Deerslayer’ and Pete Harrison’s 
producer career in that neck of 
the woods dropped like a strick- 
en buck. For years in his week- 
ly sheet, Pete had been telling 
-producers how to produce 
finally decided to show them 
how. 

His first production, based on 
the old J. Fenimore Cooper 
novel, is his last, at least for Re- 
public release. 


RKO Stock List 
Hits Peak At 64 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Stock player roster for 1944 at 
RKO is the longest in the history of 
the studio, numbering 31 males and 
33 femmes, a total of 64. 


List reached its peak with the ad- 
dition last week of John Shaw, Elaine 
Anderson, Russell Hopton, Gail Rob- 
inson, Rozanne King, Greta Chris- 
tensen, Marie Lund, Chris Drake 
and Bryant Washburn, veteran of the 
silent films. 


EARLE, D. C., ASST. MGR. 
UP ON DRAFT CHARGE 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
James B. Martie, 34, assistant man- 
ager of the Earle, was arraigned be- 
fore U.S. Commissioner Needham 
C. Turnage, charged with being a 
| draft evader. He was arrested at the 


Reno, Nev., on Sept. 27, where he 
| Was registered, 

Martie told reporters he thought 
he was not eligible for the draft be- 
cause he had received a medical dis- 
charge from the Army in 1926. He 
said he registered under the name 


knowledge of his draft board, be- 
cause at the time he was floor man- 
ager of a gambling establishment. 
Bond was set at $500 and he will be 
given a hearing on Dec. 22. 

FBI said Martie had served six 
in jail in Philadelphia on 
jewel robbery charges and that he 
admitted serving 30 days for vag- 
rancy in San Francisco in 1939. 


Warning that the 20% amusement 
tax will put a lot of little theatres 
now operating out of business with- 
in a year, Ed Kuykendall, president 
of the Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of America, declared in a bul- 
letin to members that the tussle be- 
tween exhibitors and distributors 
would be greater than ever. 


Kuykendall pointed out that the 
exhibitors can now use only 80c of 
each dollar taken in for operating 
costs. The squeeze between the new 
tax cut taken out of the boxoffice 
and constantly increased film prices 
‘will make exhibitors groan next 
year,’ the MPTOA prexy predicted. 


Kuykendall referred to the 20% 
tax as excessive and destructive to 
a large but obscure and unnoticed 
part of our business—the country 
town and last-run theatres. After 
all, these small theatres do carry a 
substantial part of the production 
cost of every picture that comes out 
of Hollywood. 


‘The industry will survive the tax 
of lc on each five. This will be felt 
by the biggest theatres as well as 
the smallest, but the effect will obvi- 
ously be much more severe on the 
smaller, weaker theatres. . . . Their 
patrons can’t and won't pay any 
more for the show, and the theatre 
can’t survive a 10% cut in gross 
receipts. 


‘They are the littlest theatres, 
whose film rental contribution to 
the industry is insignificant at best 
and who may mean little to the 
economic structure of the business. 


‘Many of the smaller towns that 
now have a single theatre of sorts 


won’t have a movie a year from now. 


Imagine the distress in my own State 
of Mississippi, where we also have 
a 10% state tax on theatre admis- 
sions to carry.’ 


Kuykendall contends that a large 
part of the $163,000,000 in new taxes 
on admissions next year will have to 
be taken out of the film rentals paid 
to distributors. ‘This will mean a 
bitter fight,’ he said, ‘between the 
exhibitors, who can now use only 80c 
out of each dollar taken in for op- 
erating costs, and the distributors, 
who will take advantage of the con- 
sent decree hand-to-mouth selling 
system to force the present highest 
cebtainable prices.’ 


On percentage contracis. as Kuy- 
kendall points out, the decline in 
film rental is immediate and auto- 
matic, as the percentage is computed 
on the net receipts after the admis- 
sion tax is deducted. 

‘The administration,’ stated Kuy- 
kendall, ‘appears to be determined 
to sock the movies with at least a 
30% tax on admissions. There is 
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There Are Enough Gags 
Compiled in One 


Abbott and Costello 
Milton Berle 

Harry Hershfield 
Buddy deSylva 

Victor Moore 

Paula Laurence 
Fibber McGee & Molly 
Cornelia Otis Skinner 
Ed Wynn 


Eddie C 
Kay Ky 


Arthur 
Edward 


Throw Away Your Joe Miller 


of Every 
VARIETY 


Anniversary Number—this Year the 38th 


As Contributed by Such Topnotch Personalities as 


Edgar Bergen 
Ed Gardner 
Henny Youngman 


Olsen and Johnson 


Willie Howard 


And Many, Many Others 


and Show Biz Anecdota 
Regular Feature 


Jean Hersholt 
John Golden 
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Our Two Big Jobs in January: 
Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes 
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DENNIS MORGAN IRENE MANNING 


BRUCE CABOT-GENE LOCKHART » Directed by ROBERT FLOREY * Produced by ROBERT BUCKNER 


Bosed Upon a Play by lawrence Schwab, Otto Harbach. Oscar Hammerstein 2nd, Sigmund Romberg, & Frank Mandel 
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FILM REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


The Seng ef Bernadette 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


20th-Fox release of William Perlberg pro- 
duction. Features Jennifer Jones, Charles 
Bickford, Gladys Cvoper, ¢ Dingle, 
Vincent Price, Lee J. Cobb, Roman Bohnen, 


“hnarles 


Anne Revere, Blanche Yurka. Wm. Goetz 
in churge of production Directed by 
Henry King. Screenplay by George Seaten 
based on novel by Franz Werfel; camera, 
Aribur Miller; editor, Barbara MeLean; 
music, Alfred Newman: special effects, 
Fred Sersen. Previewed Dec, 20, Run- 
ning time, 158 MINS, 

Bernadette Soubirous...... Jennifer Jones 
Sister Marie Therese........ Gladys Cooper 
ducomet Charles Dingle 
Francois Soubirous.......... Roman Befinen 
Anne Revere 
Jeanne Abadie..............-Mary Anderson 
Antoine Nicolau.............Wilftam Eythe 
Croisine Bouhouhorts......... Edith Barrett 
Charlies Bouhouhorts........Manart Kippen 
Lacade, Mayer of Lourdes..Aubrey Mather 
Sig Rumann 
Empress Eugenie....... Maris 
Louis Napoleon Ill ..Fortunio Bonanova 
Callet, the Policeman.........Marcel Dalio 
Madame Nicolau... Eula Morgan 
Bishop of Tarbes....i...-. Charles Waldron 
Marie Soubirous.........Ermadean Walters 
Mother Superior...............-Nana Bryant 
Father Pomian.......: John Maxwell Hayes 
Bishan of Andre Charlot 


‘Song of Bernadette’ is an absorb- 
ing, emotional and dramatic pictur- 
ization of Franz Werfel’s novel. It’s 
big in every respect; will rate fine 
critical attention; great in prestige 
for the industry; and due for top 
boxoffice reaction. 


Film version is a warming and 
intimate narrative of godly visitation 
on the young girl of Lourdes which 
eventuated in establishment of the 
Shrine at Lourdes, a grotto for the 
divine healing of the lame and halt. 
It’s a strong and inspirational relig- 
ious theme, particularly strengthen- 
ing in these troublous times when 
people are turning to God. 

Sensitively scripted and directed 
in best taste throughout, ‘Bernadette’ 
unfolds in leisurely fashion with at- 
tention held through deft charac- 
terizations and incidents, rather than 


_ resort to synthetic dramatics. Many 


times during the extended running 
time of 158 minutes there are side- 
line episodes inserted, but even 
these fail to lessen intense attention 
to the major theme. Rightly, 20th- 
Fox and producer William Perlberg 
provide finest production mounting 
—it always remains intimate and 
never veers towards spectacular ef- 
fects to detract from the tempo and 
tenor. 

Cast, extensively running through 
39 credits, is one of the most ex- 
pertly-selected in several years, and 
even the one-shot bits click solidly 
in fleeting footage. Jennifer Jones, in 
title role, delivers an inspirationally 
sensitive and arresting performance 
that sets her solid as a screen per- 
songlity. Wistful, naive, and at times 
angelic, Miss Jones takes command 
early to hold control as the motivat- 
ing factor through the lengthy un- 
folding. 
merous brilliant portrayals, includ- 
ing Charles Bickford, William Eythe, 
Vincent Price, Lee J. Cobb, Gladys 
Cooper, Anne Revere, Roman Bohn- 
en, Aubrey Mather, Charles Dingle, 
Blanche Yurka, Edith Barrett, John 
Maxwell Hayes and many others. 


Story introduces Bernadette as the 
asthmatic daughter of a _ jobless 
father living meagerly in the town 
jail. with his large broed.~--While 
wood-gathering near the Grotto, girl 
is visited by vision of the Holy 
Mother. Scoffed at and berated by 
parents, town officials and church 
authorities, she continues her visits 
t6 dig at the sprivg, as directed, for 
waters to carry miracle healing 
powers. Finally 
Bickford of her sincerity and God- 
delivered inspiration. he guides her 
to a convent for novitiate and finally 
sisterhood. Years slip by, she’s 
stricken with dread disease, and 
passes on to God’s kingdom and 
sainthood on earth, as exemplified 
by. the Shrine at Lourdes 

Technical contributions-are excel- 
lent in every department, with out- 
standing photography by Arthur 
Miller hitting high mark of quality. 
Music by Alfred Newman is meri- 
torious, especially orchestral and 
choral passages on periodic revela- 
tions of the Vision at the Grotto. De- 
Spite the deeply religious tone af the 
dramatic narrative, theme has been 
handled with utmost taste and rever- 
ence. Foreword and the short com- 
mentary by Bickford sums it up 
completely: ‘To those who believe in 
God, no explanation is necessary. To 
those who do not believe. no ex- 
planation is possible.’ 

But to every person who sees ‘Ber- 
nadette,” there is warmth, inspiration 
and pause for reflection regardless of 
creed or non-belief. Walt. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

: Silver Lining’ is xvelease tag on 
Marilyn Miller’ at Warners. 

‘Murder Around the Clock’ at 20th- 
Fox became ‘Murder in Bermuda.’ 

Columbia switched ‘Heart of a 
City’ to ‘Tonight and Every Night.’ 

‘The Roarin’ West’ at Monogram 
became ‘The Sonora Kid.’ 

‘Danger in Damascus’ is release 
handle on ‘Action in Arabia,’ orig- 
inally ‘International Zone.’ 

‘The Ghost That Walks Alone’ is 
release tag on ‘The Wedding Guest 
Sat on a Stone’ at Columbia. 


Support is studded with nu-. 


convincing” 


Destination Tokyo 


Warner Bros. reiease of Jerry Wald pro- 


duction. Directed by Delmer Daves. Stars 
Cary Grant and John Garfield features 
Dane Clark, Robert Hutton, Warner Ander- 
son, John Ridgely, Alan Hate, William 
Prince. Screenplay, Delmer Daves and Al- 
hert Maltz, from original story by Steve 
Fisher; camera, Bert Glennon; editor, Chris 
Nyby; montages, James Leicester: special 
effects, Lawrence Butler and Willa Van 
Enger: music, Franz Waxman; music di- 
rector. Leo Forbstein. Previewed in N ¥. 


Running time, 135 MINS. 


Dec. 17, 455. 
Cary Grant 


Captain Cassidy...... 


WOE, John Garfield 
Reserve Officer. John Ridgely 
Tin Can. unit 2 Dane Clark 
Executive Officer..... Warne Anderson 
Mra.’ Cassidy Faye Emerson 
Diving Officer.......0.% ... Warren Douglas 
John Forsythe 
Sound John Alvin 
Gunnery Officer. Bill Kennedy 
Quartermaster... William Challee 
Communications Officer...... John Whitney 
Chief of , George Lloyd 
Murphy 


In,a season replete with many war 
dramas, ‘Destination Tokyo’ is a 
standout addition. For sheer in- 
tensity of melodrama it certainly 
must take its place with any film to 
come out,of this war. Its excellence 
as a document paying tribute to a 
valiant unit of the American Navy— 
the submarine—is something that 
must go unquestioned. Nor can 
there be any doubt as te its smash 
boxoffice prospects. 

What Warners has done for Amer- 
ica’s air heroes, in ‘Air Force,’ it has 
achieved for America’s undersea 
fighters. For this is an exciting and 
absorbing story of how a single sub- 
marine paved the way for the Flying 
Fortress attack on Japan more than 
a year ago. 

How much of it is fact, and how 
much fiction, is not to be determined 
casually. That some of it is based 
on fact there can be no doubt. Its 
credulity can be best measured in 
terms of the past year’s headlines. 


‘Destination Tokyo’ runs two hours 
and 15 minutes, and that’s a lot of 
film. But none of it is wasted. , In 
its unspooling is crammed enough 
excitement for possibly a couple of 
pictures. It is tightly compact, and 
exhibitors can merchandize a film of 
such magnitude and cost to the 
fullest. 

Here is a film whose hero is the 
Stars and Stripes; the performers 
are merely symbols of that heroism. 
Here is a film whose marquee may 
convey the stellar billing of Cary 
Grant and John Garfield, but the two 
are no less the stars than the com- 
paratively insignificant character one 
may find at the very bottom of the 
casting credits. Here is a film fully 
représentative of a wartime: Lady 
Liberty. Here is a film of superbly 
pooled talents. 

As in ‘Air Force,’ which detailed 
a single mission of a Flying Fort, 
‘Destination Tokyo’ tells of a single 
mission undertaken by a sub. Its 
destination is Tokyo. 

Under sealed orders opened 24 
hours after it has sped from San 
Francisco Harbor, the.sub first has a 
rendezvous with a Navy plane near 
Kiska. There it takes aboard a 
meteorologist whom the sub is to de- 
posit in Japan to survey conditions 
as a guide to the attack of the Fort- 
ress armada taking off from the air- 
craft carrier Hornet. 

Fantastic may weli deseribe..this 
story, and fantastic though it may 
be there is enough to indicate that 
it has been no concoction of the 
sheerest fancy. Only the war's end 
could possibly clarify its variable 
factors. 
1S af action. but not con- 
tinuously so. here it 
in movement there is- always re- 
tained the thought of impending ac- 
tion. This is no film where an audi- 
ence can afford to sit back. 

Considerable of situational 
drama is little short of terrific. There 
is an exciting two or three minutes 
when a crew member unfastens the 
detonator cap on what is presumably 
a dud dropped by a Jap plane into 


| 
| 


| The 
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the hold of the sub—all this in 
| hushed expectancy lest a slight jar 
iset it off. There is the emergency 
jappendicitis operation performed on 
;}one of the sub’s crew by a pharma- 
|cist’s mate without previous surgical 
fexperience—an operation performed 
j}from instructions in a surgical man- 
lual. There is the expectancy of the 
seemingly inevitable as the sub flees 
ithe Jap fleet whose every depth 
charge sends the sub closer to its 
|} doom. 


credits are lavish, and each 


| one in his turn has turned in a spec- 


| 


tacular job. Jerry Wald handled the 
production, and he must have spent 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Song of Bernadette’ (20th). 
Franz Werfel’s novel made into 
absorbing drama for top returns, 

‘Destination Tekyo’ (WB), 
Cary Grant and John Garfield in 
smash boxoffice war drama. 

‘Gung Ho’ (U). Randolph Scott 
starred in thriller about Makin 
Island raid; geared for strong 
boxoffice. 

‘Gargway for Tomorrow’ 
(RKO). Margo topping routine 
cast in uninspired meller; dualer. 

‘Swingtime Johnny’ (Songs) 
(U). Andrews Sisters starrer, 
strictly dual fare. 

‘The Chance of a Lifetime’ 
(Col). Chester Morris in a fast- 
moving ‘Boston Blackie’ cops- 
and-robbers. Good dualer. 

‘Moonlight in Vermont’ (U) 
Songs). Minor league comedy- 
drama with songs for the nabe 
duals, 

‘Overland Robbery’ 
(Rep). Standard newcomer in 
Wild Bill Elliott western series; 
suitable for duals. 

‘Up With the Lark’ (British) 
(songs). Minor comedy slated 
for British consumption. 


Robert Hutton, Dane Clark and John 
Ridgely. 

A film without feminine allure is 
an anomaly in these days of film- 
making, but ‘Destination Tokyo’ is 
such a picture. It has only two brief 
shots of femmes, but they have no 
link with the story. This story doesn’t 
miss them. 

The film academicians can main- 
tain their stand of more ‘escapist’ 
pix to help forget the war, but ‘Des- 
tination Tokyo’ need make no apol- 
ogies on that score. There can be no 
escape from reality. 


Gung Ho 


Universal release of Walter Wanger pro- 
duction. Stars Randolph Scott; features 
Noah Beery, Jr., Alan Curtis, Grace Me- 
Donald, J. Carroll Naish, Sam Levene, Da- 
vid Bruce. Directed by 
Screenplay, Lucien Hubbard, based on fac- 
tual story, ‘Gung Ho,’ by Lieut. W. S. Le 
Francois, USMC; additional dialog, Joseph 


Hoffman; camera, Milton Krasner; music, 
Frank Skinner; music director, H. J. Salter; 
editor, Milton Carruth, Preyviewed in pro- 
jection room, N. Y., Dee. 17, ’43. Running 
time, 88 MINS, 

Kathleen Corrigan......... Grace McDonald 
errr Alan Curtis 
Kurt Richter... Noah Beery, Jf. 
Lt. Carroll Naish 
Larry David Bruce 
Capt. Richard Lane 
Rube Rod Cameren 
Commander Stone 
Frankie Harold Landon 
Buddy Andrews... John James 
Lt. Roland Browning..... Louis Jean Heydt 


It was just a few weeks ago that 
the telegraphic flash, ‘Makin Taken,’ 
spun around the world, and now 


Universal can capitalize on the head- 
lines with a film telling of the initial 
jpush by the Marines’ Cal. Carlson 
and his raiders on the tiny island in 
the Pacific. It will be recalled as 
the first offensive step taken by the 
Americans to recapture territory 
taken from them early in the war 
with the Japs. ‘Gung Ho’ gives an 
exciting account of the American 
i ailack aiid shouid Go Weil at the b.o. 


Randolph Scott has the lead in this 


be a factual account written by Lieut. 
W. S. Le Francois, USMC. There’s 
considerable authenticity given the 
yarn by the counsel to the producer 
by Carlson himself. 

‘Gung Ho’ is apparently a modest- 
budgeter that should stack up well 
as a subject for exploitation. It cer- 
tainly has its promotional angles. But 
its title is not a saleable one, being 
of obscure Japanese origin and 
meaning ‘work together.’ 

Pertinently, it’s the story of how, 
out of thousands of trainees, a picked 
group of Marines is slated for a spe- 
cial mission—the first raid on Makin 
Island. It’s an at-times loosely writ- 
; ten script. The ‘boot training’ pre- 
liminaries to the raid are just so 

much of a wait, but the actual attack 
has its compensating and exciting 
moments. 

Scott gives one of his usually fine 
heroic performances, while J. Carroll 
| Naish is a tough lieutenant who, 
somehow, doesn’t look the part. Noah 


plenty. Delmer Daves’ direction Beery, Jr., and David Bruce play 
achieved the superlative in dove- | half-brothers in a heat over the same 
tailing script with performance, | blonde (Grace McDonald). Sam Le- 


Daves doubled into the scripting 
with Albert Maltz. The special mon- 
tage effects lend the illusion of real- 
ism, particularly in the Tokyo bomb- 
ing scene. The musical score is a fine 
one. 

Cary Grant has never been better 
as the sub’s skipper, underplaying 
the role and so setting the perform- 
ance pace for the entire pic. John 
Garfield gives one of his fine por- 
trayals as the sailor with a perpetual 
femme yen, and the roster of fea- 
tured performers gives capital char- 
acterizations all the way down the 
line. Among the more notable per- 
formances are those of Alan Hale. 
Warner Anderson, William Prince, 


| vene, in a small role as a sergeant, 
is best of the support. 

The direction has geared the pic 
for pace but some of that dialog is 
strictly for the younger element. 
The story has been needlessly glam- 
ourized, and it’s here that it bogs 
down. It has a love yarn where one 
need not necessarily exist, and that’s 
with all due respect to the producer’s 
obvious attempt to woo feminine in- 
terest at the b.o. But the romance 
aitempt makes for amateurish script- 
ing. It obviously was part of the 
additional treatment given the orig- 
inal story by the studio. But dead 
Japs and live blondes don’t mix. 


Kahn. 


Kahn ~ 


Gangway for Tomorrow 


RKO release of John H. Auer production, 
directed by Auer. peateres Margo, John 
Carradine, Robert yan, Amelita Ward, 
William Terry, Wally Brown, Alan Carney. 
Sereenplay by Arch Oboler from original 
story by Aladar Lazzlo and Oboler; camera, 
Nicholas Musuraca; editor, George Crone. 
At RKO Albee, Brooklyn, week Dec, 16, 
'43, dualed. Running time, 69 MINS, 


Wellington. John Carradine 
Bob Nolan. William Terry 
Fred Harry Davenport 
Jim Benson..... Charles Arnt 
Alan Carney 
Dan Barton. Gage 
Col. Mueller......- Richard Ryen 


Idea back of ‘Gangway for Tomor- 
row’ is to retrace highlights in lives 
of five central figures, all now em- 
ployed in a U. S. war plant where 
now overlooking their miseries by 
laboring for a better world in which 
to live. But the telling is belabored 
and hardly rates laurels for Arch 
Oboler’s screenplay and _ original 
which he is co-credited with Aladar 
Lazzlo. Result is a routine dualer. 

Use of flashbacks is timeweorn and 
rhas been done much more effectively 
in recent films. Probably the best 
passage, concerning Margo's heroism 
for Free France, looks like a page 
ripped from any number of previous 
yarns about the French underground. 
There's also Robert Ryan, the race- 
track driver whe's been hurt while 
speeding at Indianapolis and kept 
out of the U. S. air force. There’s 
also Amelita Ward, the gal who's 
been disillusioned as ‘Miss America.’ 
Episodes further include John Car- 
radine who abandoned a life of loaf- 
ing to aid the war effort and the 
grim yarn about the prison warden 
who's forced to sub as electrocution- 
eer and turn the juice to kill his own 
brother. There seems little excuse 
for the last-named. Such horrific ma- 
terial may be okay for radio chillers 
but suffers in telling on the screen. 

Per usual with an Arch Oboler 
yarn, there’s over-emphasis on tlank- 
ing chains, slamming doors, muffled 
talking, marching feet, etc. Had the 
bulk of the story been centered on 
tiie tale about the French under- 
ground and Margo’s heroic singing to 
stir the Free French this would have 
been considerably stronger. But as 
is, it is merely one of several epi- 
sodes; a strong one and considerably 
detailed, but lost in the welter of 
other developments. 

Margo is tops, both in her thespian 
efforts and several vocal tries. Best 
of other cast members is Amelita 
Ward, a comparative newcomer but 
excellent in the yarn about a ‘Miss 
America’ who is suddenly awakened. 
There’s also a nice bit. by Harry 
Davenport. Others featured are Wil- 
liam Terry, Robert Ryan and John 
Carradine. 

Je“n H. Auer’s direction is not 
particularly inspired, and .often is 
stodgy. Cameraing by Nicholas Mu- 
suraca is uniformly trim even if go- 
ing in for a plethora of closeups. 

Wear. 


Swingtime Johnny 
(SONGS) 


Universal release of Warren Wilson pro- 


duction. Stars Andrews Sisters: features 
Harriet Hilliard, Peter Cookson, Matt Wil- 
lis, Bill Phillips, Tim Ryan, Mitch Ayres 
orchestra. Directed by EKdward F. Cline. 


Original, Warren Wilson; screenplay, Clyde 
gruckman; music, Vic Schoen; numbers, 
Charles O'’Curran; editor, Edward Curtiss; 
camera, Jerome Ashe, At Loew's State, 
N. Y., week of Dec. 16. Running time, 
60 MINS. 

f Patty Andrews 


Themseives..... cece | Maxene Andrews 
| LaVerne Andrews 
Steve Willlerm «Billy Pr‘llips 
Caldwell... Hamilton 
Raffle Wheel Barker.......... John Sheehan 
Sea Food Saylor 
Chairman of Board......:.. Emmett Vogan 


Mitch Ayres and His Orchestra 

Andrews Sisters’ latest for Univer- 
sal is a weak story that depends al- 
most entirely on numerous pop and 
standard melody interpretations to 
move it along. Premiering in the 
N. Y. area at Loew’s State the pro- 
duction is in over its head; its groove 
is the duals where it will do OK. 

Despite the weakness of the yarn, 
which depicts the Andrews trio, Har- 
riet Hilliard and members of Mitch 
Ayres’ orchestra as alternate night- 
club entertainers and workers in a 
pipe-organ factory converted to war 
production, the item becomes likable 
enough because of its music. Spotted 
throughout are such tunes as ‘When 
You and I Were Young, Maggie,’ ‘Ta- 
ra-ra-boom-der-e,’ ‘Poor Nell,’ ‘You 
Better Give Me Lots of Lovin’ and 
‘Auld Lang Syne.’ Added to these 
are several modern things, ‘Sweet 
and Low,’ ‘Boogie Woogie Choo- 
al ‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy,’ et 
a 


2 Use of so many tunes, of course, 
indicates that the Andrews group are 
always in evidence. They are. -Every 
100 feet of film seems to bring up an 
excuse for them to exercise and the 
resulting prominence, plus the act- 
ing parts they are assigned, can do 
nothing but help their cause regard- 
less of the lack of a story. In the 
latter the girls and Miss Hilliard 
switch from night club floor to the 
Chadwick factory, for no obvious 
reason. 


Hilliard up with Peter Cookson who, 


as descendant of the founder, is en- 
deavoring to make the place pay i 
the face of sabotage from a rusted 
employee, in the employ of another 
combine. It all works out, of course, 
with Miss Hilliard winding up in 
Cookson’s affections, 

One of the best comedy scenes 
comes up in the factory, with the 
girls scooting around looking for the 
‘key to the situation’ (machine). An- 
other is a sequence built around 
‘Poor Nell,’ in which the girls do a 
good job of hokum. 

Performances are generally good. 
Cookson stands out; Miss Hilliard is 
okay, but the remaining small parts 
are all stiffly handled. Mitch Ayres’ 
band is used in virtually all of the 
scenes behind songs, -but never is 
projected alone. 

Photography is fair and the vari- 
ous sets inexpensively turned out. 

Wood. 


The Chanee of a Lifetime 


Columbia release of Wallace MacDonald 
production, Features Chester Morris, Eri 
Rolf, Jeanne Bates, Richard lane, George 
E. Stone. Directed by William Castle. 
Sereenplay, Paul Yawitz; camera, Ernie 
Miller; editor, Jerome Thoms, At Strand, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., dual, week of Dee. 16, 
‘43. Running time, 66 MINS. 


Inspector Farraday.........-. Richard Lane 
Arthur Manleder...... Livyd Corrigan 
Nails Blanton....... Douglas Fowley 
Jumbo Madigan....... Cy Kendall 
Johnny Watson........ «+-- Larry Joe Olson 


..S5ally Cairns 
Bardette 


Egypt Hines..... Harry Somels 
BOR Arthur Hunnicutt 
Further adventures of Boston 


Blackie, as played by Chester Mor- 
ris in this 66-minute package of ac- 
tion, should fare well at dual policy 
b.o.’s. ‘Chance of Lifetime’ moves 
swiftly in the groove already estab- 
lished by earlier releases in the 
series and seems well able to satisfy 
those who like gunplay heroics plus 
a smattering of nobleness tossed into 
their underworld film diet. 

Easy-to-follow plot finds Morris 
sponsoring parole of a handful of 
cons so they may accept employment 
at Lloyd Corrigan’s tool shop work- 
ing on war contracts. Among those 
sprung is Erik Rolf, doing time for a 
$60,000 stickup in which two con- 
federates escaped capture. Before 
reporting for work at the war plant 
Rolf is allowed to visit his wife and 
young son and, while there, a scuffle 
ensues in which one of the hoodlums 
is killed by a shot from his own gun. 
He was struggling with Rolf at the 
time so the other gunman plans to 
accuse Rolf of murder unless he 
hands over the holdup money. 

Rolf’s wife, Jeanne Bates, per- 
suades him to turn the meney over 
to police and place his trust in Mor- 
ris. Fast moving tale pits latter 
against Richard Lane, a_not-too- 
bright detective, and Douglas Fow- 
ley, holdup artist who tries to frame 
Rolf, and sees Morris arrested for 
the ‘Murder’ on his own confession. 
He escapes, not once but several 
times, and makes things tough all 
around for the dimwit cops. Final 
scenes, naturally wind everything 
up in wonderful style and set the 
stage for next adventure of the re- 
formed crook. 

Morris does a good job and carries 
the action throughout. George E. 
Stone works in some comedy as Mor- 
ris’ right hand man and laughs also 
come through in work of Lane as the 
inspector. Other police characters 
bring in humorous touches and Lloyd 
Corrigan, as the harassed plant man- 
ager, delivers well in a natural com- 
edy role. Distaff side is most in- 
conspicuous but Jeanne Bates makes 
a convincing loyal wife and per- 
formed as well as part would allow. 


con, rounds out a well-balanced and 
capable cast. Donn. 


Moonlight in Vermont 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Universal release of Bernard Burton pros 
duction, Stars Gloria Jean; features Ray 
Malone, George Dolenz, Fay Helm, Betty 
McCabe, Sidney Miller, Vivian Austin, Die 
rected by Edward Lilley. Original screene 
Play by Eugene Conrad: camera, Jerome 
Ash; editor, Charles Maynard: dancers, 
Louis Da Pron; songs, Inez James and Side 
ney Miller. Previewed Dec. 1t, Rune 
ning time, 60 MINS, 

Gwen ..Gloria Jean 
Richard Ellis (Slick)........ Ray Malone 
Lionel Devereau Dolenz 
Lucy Meadows OF 
setty MeCabe 


George 


Brenda Allenby vian Austin 


This is a stereotyped tale of a rural 
girl singer who hits for New York 
and a dramatic school, and winds up 
back home when the coin gives out. 
Unimaginative throughout and tug- 
ging continually against the syn- 
thetically-brewed yarn, picture is cel- 
luloid moonshine, a filler for the 
family and backwoods duals where 
Supporting 60 minutes are needed. 
Along the line there are several 
songs by Gloria Jean and a few <ong- 
and-dance routines by newcomer 
Ray Malone (plucked from New 
York nightclub floors for Universal 
contract). These specialties are okay, 
but fail to lift the sophomorie ma- 
terial and direction provided. 

Miss Jean is the gal from a Ver- 
mont farm who arrives at the N. Y. 
drama school; is target for catty at- 


The procedure hooks mm 


(Continued on page 25) 


Rolf, as the unjustly accused ex-. 
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Frigid Weather Trims Chi Biz, But 
‘Sahara’ ‘Flesh’ 186, Both Hot 


Chicago, Dec. 21. + 


Sudden cold wave, the influenza 
scare and Christmas shopping raised 
havoc with Loop theatres last week 
and cut deeply into grosses. Even 
though a flock of new pictures have 
opened no great improvement is in 
sight. ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ and 
‘Moonlight in Vermont’ had a big 
opening at the Palace with smart 
$18,000 anticipated. ‘Sahara’ might 
hit robust $20,000 at the Roosevelt 
and about $40,000 is in sight for 
‘Northern Pursuit’ coupled with a 
stage show at the Chicago. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 50-85 )— 
‘Paris After Dark’ (20th) and ‘King- 
dom Cook’ (Col) (2d wk). Okay $9,- 
000. Last week, pleasing $10,000. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 50-85)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) and stage 
show headed by Danny O'Neil. 
Modest $40,000. Last week, ‘Hi Did- 
dle’ (UA) —. Jimmy Dorsey orch 
on stage, $39,500. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-85)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Prairie Chickens’ (UA) (5th wk). 
Mild $7.000. Last week, good $9,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,150; 40-85 )—‘Cor- 
vette’ (U) and ‘She’s For Me’ (U) 
(2a week in Loop). Fair $6,000. Last 
week. ‘Crazy House’ (U) an@ ‘Falcon 
Co-eds’ (RKO), about same. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 31-69 — 
‘Awful Truth’ (Col) (reissue) and 
vaude bill headed by Dorothy Done- 
gan. Fine $19,000. Last week, ‘Some- 
thing About Soldier’ (Col) plus Art 
Kassel orch on stage. solid $19,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 40-85)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Moonlight 
Vermont’ (U). Smart $18,000. Last 
week, ‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘She’s For 
Me’ (U), good $17,500. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-85)— 
‘Sahara’ (Col). Robust $20,000. Last 
week, ‘Thank Lucky Stars’ (WB) (3d 
wk), nice $16,000. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,790; 50-85)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (4th wk). 
Snug $17,000. Last week, healthy 
$18,600. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700: 50- 
85) — ‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB). 
Smooth $18,000. Last week, ‘Lassie 
Come Home’ (M-G) (2d wk), spar- 
kling $14,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 50-75)— 
‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Voice That 
Thrilled World’ (WB). Neat $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Strange Death Hitler 
(U) and ‘Man Music Mountain’ (Rep) 
5 days, and ‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Voice 
Thrilled World’ (WB), 2 days, snappy 
$12,000. 


K.C. Marks Time, Only 
‘Lady Chance’ OK At 
$12,000; ‘Cross’ 1036 


Kansas City, Dec, 21. 
Biz at the deluxers is off again 
this week as Christmas shopping 
goes into high gear. Bell ringer is 
‘Lady Takes a Chance’ at the Or- 
pheum. The Midland, with ‘Cross 
of Lorraine’ topping a combo, is 
next, 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire, Uptown and Fairway 
(Fox-Midwest’ (820° and 700; 
40-60)—‘Son of Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Mad Ghoul’ (U). Mild $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Crazy House’ (U), bright 
$12,000. 
Midland (Loew's) (3,500; 25-50)— 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and ‘Crime 


SIT SI Ween, "Tack score is eve with last week, but not 


(UA) with ‘Something About Sol- 
dier’ (Col), low $9,800, disappointing 
for week. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 40- 
60)—‘True to Life’ (Par) (2d wk). 
aoe $7,500 after fair $10,000 initial | 
sesh. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 40-60)— 
‘Lady .Takes Chance’ (RKO) and 
‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). Lusty $12,000 
to top town. Last week, ‘Oklahoma 
Kid’ (WB) (reissue) and ‘Petticoat 


| Estimates for This 


‘Scream in Dark’ (Rep) and vaude. 
Flat $4,000 in four-day run. Last 
week, with ‘Amazing Adventure’ 
(PRC) and vaude, slim $4,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 30-50)— 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and ‘Crime 
Doctor’s Strange Case’ (Col). Offish 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Jack London’ 
(UA) and ‘Victory Air Power’ (UA), 
mild $9,000. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 30-50)— 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U) and ‘Unknown 
Guest’ (U). Fair $4,000 on move- 
over. Last week, ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ 
(20th), also m.o., so-so $4,300. 


CLEVE. WAY OFF SAVE 
‘SISTER’ OK AT $17,000 


Cleveland, Dec. 21. 

Half of downtown houses could 
save some moola by pulling down 
shutters, pre-Christmas biz being so 
far off. Loew stands hitting new rec- 
ord for low, with ‘Tartu’ dying at 
State, h.o. of ‘In Old Oklahoma’ 
sinking at Ohio and reissues of 
‘Northwest Passage’ and ‘Go West’ 
barely getting by at Stillman. 

‘Crime School,’ first revival played 
by Palace in conjunction with Jan 
Garber’s band, keeping its nose 
above water for week’s leading gross. 
‘His Butler’s Sister’ landing jusi 
average trade. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-55)—‘Flesh 
and Fantasy’ (U) (2d wk). Oke 
$5,000 on moveover. Last week 
‘Princess O'Rourke’ (WB) (2d wk) 
good $7,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 35-55)— 
‘His Butler’s Sister’ (U). Strong 
start helping weather holiday storm, 
satisfactory $17,000 in sight. Last 
week ‘Flesh and Fantasy’ (U) did 
ditto. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 35-55)— 
‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB) (3d wk). 
Nice $3,000 on shiftover. Last week 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) (2d wk) sour at 
$1,500. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 40-60)—‘Old 
Oklahoma’ (Rep) (3d wk). Diving to 
$3,000. Last week ‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) 
(3d wk) warmer $3,800. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 35-85)— 
‘Crime School’ (WB) (reissue) plus 
Jan Garber’ band on stage. Vaude 
and Bogart’s name holding up bitil 
for probable $21,000, pleasant. Last 
week ‘Paris After Dark’ (20th) with 
Charlie Spivak’s orch and Patricia 
Morison on stage eased up to catch 
only $19,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 35-55)— 
‘Tartu’ (UA). House taking a shell- 
acking. looking to $5,000. Last week, 
‘Jack London’ (UA) hardly better, 
$8.800. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2.700: 35-55)— 
‘Northwest Passage’ (M-G) and ‘Go 
West’ (M-G) (reissue). Disappoint- 
ing reactions on combo of oldies. 
$4.500 indicated. Last week. ‘Old 
Oklahoma’ (Ren) (2d wk) fairish 
$5,500. 


‘Whistling’ Fairish In 
Mild Cincy With $10,000 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21, 
Screen sanctums are marking time 
for Xmas, only two showing fresh 


product. By contrast the combo 
Aibee is unwrapping its merriest 


good. Albee has ‘Dangerous Blondes’ 
linked with four acts headed by 
Merry Macs, and okay for pre-Xmas. 
Week 
(3,300: 44-85) — 
‘Dangerous’ Blondes’ (Col) plus 
Merry Maes topping four-act bill. 
Okay $19,000. Last week, ‘Where 
Are Children?’ (Mono) with Bert 
Wheeler, others on stage, $18,000. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-65)— 
‘Northern Pursuit?’ (WB) (2d wk). 


Albee (RKO) 


Larceny’ (RKO), brisk $10,000. 
Tower (Fox-Joffee) 


vue. 
ing 


Fair $8,500. Last week, ‘Danc- 
Masters’ (20th) and ‘Alaska 


‘Govt. Girl Tepid $9,000, | 


Indpls.; ‘Cross’ Low 
Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 
Grosses here are being pushed 

down to new lows for season under 

tle impact of the winter's first negr- 

zero weather on top of usual e- 

Christmas slump. ‘Government Girl’ 

at the eet looks like the best 

money m wi - $ 

50.000 th an ultra-modest 

Estimates for This Week 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 30-50) 
Government Girl’ (WB) and 
Falcon Go-eds’ (RKO). Tepid $9,- 


000 but week's ace. Last week. 
Gangway for Tomorrow’ (RKO) and 
Russ Morgan orch, mild $11,000. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,300; 30-50) 
—‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘Fired Wife’ 
(WU), Sad $6,500. Last week, ‘His 
Butler's Sister’ (U) and ‘Unknown 
Guest’ (U), okay $11,200. 


(2,100; 35-50) | 
—Never Dull Moment’ (U) and ‘Here | 
Comes Kelly’ (Mono) plus stage re- | 
| bery’ 
| Rhythm’ (Mono) and ‘Girl Monterey’ | 


Fair $6,000 after last week's all right 
$8,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 25-35)—Hi 
Sailor’ (U) and ‘Overland Mail Rob- 


| with Music’ (U), mild $9,000, under 


(Rep) split with ‘Campus 


(PRC). So-so $2,100. 

week on ‘Lucky Fellow’ 
| ‘Black Hills Express’ 
with ‘Drums Fu Manchu’ 


Ditto last | 

(U) and} 
(Rep) divided | 
(Rep) and | 


‘Bar 20’ (UA). 
Grand (RKO) (1,430: 35-65)—| 
| ‘Corvette’ (U) (2d wk). N.G. $4,500 | 


following sluggish $6,500 teeoff. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 35-65) — 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U). Second move- 
over for third downtown week. Nice 
$4,500. Same last week for ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) for third main 
line sesh. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 35-65)—‘Son 
Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U). 
Hefty $6,500. Last week, ‘Happy 
Land’ (20th) (2d run), sorry $4,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-65)— 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G). Fair 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Jack London’ 
(UA), sad $8,000 and lowest for long 


time. 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 35-65)— 
‘Jack London’ (UA). Moveover. 


Sub blah $2,000. Last week, ‘Butler’s 


Keith’s (Indie) (1,200; 30-55)— 


Sister’ (U) (2d run), good $5,000. 


First Runs. on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Dec. 23 

Astor—‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G) (5th) 
week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ lov. 10) 

Capitol—‘A Guy Named Joe’ 
(M-G). 

Criterion—‘Crazy House’ 
(2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 20) 

Globe—‘Tarzan’s Desert Mys- 
tery’ (RKO) (25). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 8) 

Hollywood—‘The Desert Song’ 
(WB) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 15) 
Music , Hall — ‘Madame Curie’ 
(M-G) ba week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 24) 

Palace ‘The North Star’ 
(RKO) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 13) 
Paramegunt—‘Ridin’ High’ (Par) 
22). 

(Reviewed in ‘Wariety’ Nov. 10) 

. Rialte — ‘The Ghost Ship’ 

(RKO) (24). 

Rivoli — ‘For Whom the Bell 
Tolls’ (Par) (24th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ July 21) 

Roxy—The Gang’s All Here’ 
(20th) (22). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 1) 

Strand — ‘Northern Pursuit’ 
(WB) (5th week). 

s (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 20) 

Victoria — ‘The North Star’ 
(RKO) (8th week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 13) 


Sparrow Forte 


(U) 


Louisville, Dec. 21. 

Drop in the temperature here, 
combined with the usual pre-Xmas 
slump, is hurting downtown houses. 
Most theatres are obviously holding 
back their strong product until the 
usual slump is over 

Best grosser of straight films is 
‘Fallen Sparrow,’ at the Rialto. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400: 30-50)—‘Jack London’ (UA) 
and ‘Is Everybody Happy’ (Col), 
moveover from State, fair $3,090. 
Last week, ‘Rosie O’Grady’ (20th) (3d 
downtown week), nice $3,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-25)— 
‘Swing Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Behind 
Rising Sun’ (RKO). Ordinary $1,500. 
Last week, ‘Destroyer’ (Col) and 
‘Claudia’ (20th), $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew's) (3,300; 30- 


50)—‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and 
‘Crime Doctor’s Strangest Case’ 
(Col). Fairish $9,000. Last week, 


‘Jack London’ (UA) and ‘Everybody 
Happy’ (Col), sturdy $12,000, better- 
ing expectations. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 30- 
50)—‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Healthy $3,500 on advertised 
final week, fine, after last week’s 
solid $4,000. 

National (Indie) (2,400: 40-65)— 
‘Unknown Guest’ (Mono) and Benny 
Meroff’s ‘Funzafire’ on stage. So-so 
$9,000, with help of midnight show 
Saturday. Last week, ‘Right Man’ 
(Mono) and Harry Howard's ‘Pin-Up 
Girls,’ fine $17,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 30- 
50)—‘Fallen Sparrow’ (RKO) and ‘Hi 
Sailor’ (U), looks best of straight 
filmers, good $11,000. Last week, 
‘Happy Land’ (20th) and ‘Larceny 


50)—‘Always Bridesmaid’ (U) and 
‘Aldrich Haunts a House’ (Par). Aim- 
ing at okay $4,000. Last week ‘Fired 
Wife’ (U) and ‘Holmes Faces Death’ 
(U), fairish $3,800. 


The week before Christmas is hit- 
ting bottom per usual in Broadway 
firstruns. Most houses have been 
playing holdovers, coasting along for 
the arrival of new attractions and re- 
turn of normal business Xmas week. 
Biz is off all-around, with only 
‘Madame Curie’ plus the usual big 
Christmas stage show at the Music 
Hall an outstanding exception. There 
are five new pix this week. 

‘Curie’ looks like a very good 
$112,000 at the Hall, great for this 
time of year. It remains indefinitely. 
‘Crazy House,’ at Criterion, is merely 
marking time despite big exploita- 
tion, with mild $22,000 in prospect. 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama,’ not liked by 
most crix, looms merely so-so $9,000 
at the Globe, and stays only the 
single week. Likewise, ‘Swingtime 
Johnny’ at the State is way off at a 
thin $22,000. . 

‘Desert Song,’ which started its 
continued run at the Hollywood last 
Friday, is doing all that could be ex- 
pected for time of year at $26,000. 
Shows good chance of catching on 
once normalcy returns. 

Paramount is bringing in ‘Riding 
High’ and Tommy Dorsey band while 
the Roxy opens ‘Gang’s All Here’ 
plus Jimmy Dorsey outfit and Bill 
Robinson on_ stage, both today 
(Wednesday). Another Christmas 
week opener is ‘Guy Named Joe,’ 
with stage having Richard Himber’s 
orchestra plus Lou Holtz heading 
Metro package, starting at the Capi- 
| tol tomorrow (Thursday). Strand 
continues with its combo of ‘North- 
ern Pursuit’ and Glen Gray band 
into the fifth week, holding present 
bill untit New Year’s although sag- 
ging to $30,000 currently. 

Estimates for This Week . 


Astor (Loew's) (1,140; 55-$1.10)— 
‘Cry Havoc’ (M-G) (5th wk). Slipped 
in fourth week ended Monday night 
(20), with $14,000 or a bit over likely. 
Third week hit $16,000. 

Capito] (Loew’s) (4,820; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) with Raymond 
Scott orch, Bea Wain, Jackie Miles 
and Al Dexter (3d wk) on stage. 
Looks like robust $40,000, nice for 
current session, but won’t hold fur- 
ther. ‘Guy Named Joe’ (M-G) and 
Richard Himber orch with Lou Holtz 
unit come in Thursday (23). Last 
week (2d) landed substantial $56,000. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 35-$1.25) 
‘Crazy House’ (U). Second week 
starts today (Wednesday) with first 
session concluding last night (Tues. ) 
fairly mild at $22,000. ‘Flesh & Fan- 
tasy’ (U), in ahead, rousing $18,000 
for fourth week. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,416; 35-85)-— 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep). So-so 


$9,000. ‘Tarzan’s Desert Mystery’ 
(RKO) opens Saturday (25). Last 
week, ‘Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) (2d 


wk), sturdy $9,600. 

Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 44-$1.25) 
—‘Desert Song’ (WB). Opened last 
Friday and doing nicely at $26,000. 
not what would have been expected 
in normal week. but okay. ‘Old Ac- 
quaintance’ (WB) finished out its 
seventh stanzz plus three extra days 
at modest $16,000. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 75-$1.65)— 
‘North Star’ (Goldwyn-RKO) (7th 
wk), Still managinse to stay in race 
with $19,000, or near it, fo? seventh 
stanza aiter nice $22,000 in previous 


—‘Riding High’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey orch, others on stage. Opens 
today (Wednesday). Final and third 
session of ‘No Time for Love’ (Par) 
and Woody Herman and Marion Hut- 


Even Det. Feels Downbeat: ‘Heat's On 


Detroit, Dec. 21. | 
he flu. and Christmas shopping | 
are taking a heavy toli at Loop the- 
atres. It’s back to the old biz of poor | 
pre-Christmas weeks which in the} 
last three years had been absent! 
from booming Detroit. Top spot} 
will be a close race between the Fox | 
with ‘Heat's On’ and ‘Paris After 
Dark’ and the Michigan with ‘No 
Time for Love,’ heading a dual 
combo. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 55-75)— 
‘Corvette’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Dough- 
boys Ireland’ (Col). Former moved 


over from Fox. Fair $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Rosie O'Grady’ (20th) (3d 
wk) and ‘Battle Russia’ (20th), okay 
$9,000. 

Broadway-Capito] (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 55-75) — ‘Princess 
O’Rourke’ (WB) and ‘Find Black- 


mailer’ (WB) (2d wk). Moved from 
Michigan when strength was shown 
despite local slump and fine $14,000 
expected. Last week, ‘Dood It’ 
(M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Johnny Come 
Lately’ (3d wk), nice $14,000 on com- 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 55-75) 
—‘Heat’s On’ (Col) and ‘Paris After 
Dark’ (20th). N.s.h. $21,000 Last 
week, ‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘Strangest 
Case’ (Col), after good weekend fel 
off to dull $18,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1.800: 
55-75)-—Wintertime’ (20th) and ‘Be- 
hind Rising Sun’ (RKO). Low $4,400. 
Last week, ‘Action North Attantic’ 
(WB) and ‘Kingdom for Cook’ (Col), 
ordinary $4,500. 

Michigan (United Detroit) 
55-75) —‘No' Time for Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par). 
Mild $21,000. Last week, ‘Princess 
O'Rourke’ (WB) and ‘Find Black- 
mailer’ (WB), okay $23,000. 

Palms-State (United Dtroit) (3,000: 
55-75)—True to Life’ (Par) and 
‘Falcon Co-eds’ (RKO). Okay $17,- 
000. Last week, ‘Iron Major’ (RKO) 
and ‘Iraq’ (WB), dropped off to 
routine $15,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 55-75)—‘Lassie Come Home’ 
(M-G) and ‘Apache Trail’ (M-G). 
Good $18,000. Last week, ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Adventures 


(4,000; 


bination of two moveover films. 


Rookie’ (RKO) (4th wk), fair $7,000. 


There Ain't No Santa on Broadway, 
But Curie’ Stout $112,000, ‘Desert’ 
$26,000, ‘Crazy’ $22,000, ‘Johnny’ 226 


ton on stage (6th wk), which ended 
last night (Tuesday), good $42,000, 
after fine $48,000 in previous session, 

Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,945; 44-$1.65)—‘Madame 
Curie’ (M-G) and stageshow. On 
initial week ending today (Wednes- 
day) looks sturdy $112,000, and holds 
indefinitely. Picture came in with 
usual Christmas stage show at Hall. 
Last week, ‘What a Woman’ (Col) 
(2d wk), got nice. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-65)—‘Mad 
Ghoul’ (U) (2d wk). Solid $6,000, 
excellent for season, after fine $9,300 
on first week 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,002; 75-$1.65)— 
‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (10th wk). Con- 
tinues sturdy gait here although off 
with most of others this (10th) week, 
which looks $20,000 or slightly over, 
Last stanza, $23,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-$1.10)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orch, Bill Robinson, others 
on stage. Opens today (Wednesday ). 
Last week, ‘Happy Land’ (20th) and, 
in person, Frank Fay, Irina Baron- 
ova, DiGatanos (2d wk), only fair 
$49,000. First week, just under $60,- 
000, so-so. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Swingtime Johnny’ (U) (ist run) 
and, on stage, James Barton, Amy 
Arnell, Nick Kenny, others. Luke- 
warm $22,000. Last week, ‘Phan- 
tom of Opera’ (U) (2d run), and 


, Dunninger, Joey Adams, others, on 


stage, around $25,000, only average. 
Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-$1.10)— 
‘Northern Pursuit? (WB) and Glen 
Gray orch, Willie Howard, others 
on stage (4th wk). Mild $30,000, but 
holds until New Year's. Last week, 
same combo, nice $33,000, okay for 
third frame at this time of year. 
Victoria (Maurer) (720; 75-$2.20)— 
‘North Star’ (Goldw:n-RKO) (7th 
wk). Looks nearly $8,000, mild, after 
moderate $9,500 in sixth session. 


‘Sparrow’ Swift 12G 
In Mild Seattle But 
‘Gang’s’ Fair 1546 


Seattle, Dec. 21. 


| ‘Fired Wife’ 
| ler’ (U), 
| pulled, 


Cool $21,000; ‘True to Life’ Okay 176 


| ‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). 


| 500. 


Most spots just stalling till Xmas, 
with takings thin. ‘Fallen Sparrow,’ 
at Fifth Avenue, -is standout With 
great week in' sight. ‘Gang’s All 
Here,’ day-date at Music Hall and 
Paramount, is only moderate. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(800; 40-75)—‘Top Man’ (U) and 
‘Spider Woman’ (U) (2d wk). Mov- 
ing from Orpheum for continued run. 
Fair $4,500. Last week, ‘Girl Crazy’ 
(M-G) (4th wk), eight days. $5,200. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 40-75) 
—‘Fallen Sparrow’ (RKO) and Fal- 
con Coeds’ (RKO). Great $12.900. 
Last week ‘Happy Land’ (20th) and 
‘Dancing Masters’ (20th), big $11,100. 

Liberty (J & vH) (1.650; 40-65)— 
‘Crime Doctor’s Strangest Case’ (Col) 
and ‘Footlight Glamour’ (Col). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Everybody 
Happy’ (Col) and ‘About Soldier’ 
(Col), slow $5,600. 

Music Box (H-E) (850: 40-75)— 


good $6,200. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 40-75)— 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th). Moderate 
7,000. Last week, ‘Rains Came’ 
{20th) and ‘Under Two Flags’ (20th) 
(reissues) slow .$5,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 40-75)— 
(U) and ‘Death of Hit- 
Slow $5,200 in five days and 
Last week, ‘Top Man’ (U) 
and ‘Spider Woman’ (U), excellent, 
$12,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 30-75)— 


‘This is Washington’ (RKO) plus 
vaude. So-so $8,000. Last week, 
‘Smart Guy’ (Mono) plus ‘The 


Drunkard’ on stage at popular prices, 
good $9,700. 

Paramount (H-E) (3.039: 40-75)— 
Modest $8,- 
Last week, ‘Northern Pursuit’ 
(WB), (2d wk), and ‘Gildersleeve on 
Broadway’ (RKO), oke $7,600. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 40-75)— 
‘Pursuit’ (WB). Hot from Paramount 
theatre (3d wk). Sad $4,000. Last 
week ‘Crazy House’ (U) (2d wk), 
fairish $5,200. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 15- 
30)—‘Proudly We Hail’ (Par) and 
‘Saludos Amigos’ (RKO) (3d run). 


| Fair $3,500. Last week.‘Hit“Ice’ (U) 


and ‘Claudia’ (20th) mild $3,900 also 
on third run. 


BUSTING THE SUBS 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Merchant Marine’s battles with U- 
boats in the North Atlantic form the 
background of ‘Sub-Busters,’ forth- 
coming action picture at Columbia. 
William Castle draws the director 
chore, starting late in January. 
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Pre-Xmas Lull Bops Hub; Tartu Sad 


$77,000, 2 Spots, 


Boston, Dec. 21. 4 


Biz is still on downbeat here, with 
no signs of a let-up. Flu appears to 
have little association with low level. 
Cold spell broke as new bills came 
in so the tendency here is to figure 
it’s a normal season drop, and hang 
on. ‘Princess O'Rourke’ is making 
best bid. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 44-99)— 
*Rookies Burma’ (RKO) plus Jimmie 
Lunceford orch, others, on stage. 
Still low at $22,000. Last week, 
‘Crazy House’ (U) plus Richard Him- 
ber orch, mild $21,000. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-60)— 
*Rosie O'Grady’ (20th) and ‘Subma- 
rine Alert’ (Par). Definitely off here 
at $4.000. Last week, ‘Hostages’ (Par) 
and ‘Harvest Melody’ (PRC), $4,200. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 44-75)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘She’s for 
Me’ (U) (2d wk). Held up well con- 
sidering at $15,000. Last week, six 
days, so-so $19,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 35-65) 
—‘Princess O’Rourke’ (WB) and 
‘Iraq’ (WB). Not so bad considering 
season at $18,003. Last week, ‘North- 
ern Pursuit’ (WB) and ‘Footlight 
Glamour’ (Col), about same. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2.900: 44-65)— 
‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Young Ideas’ (M- 
G). Fairly low for this spot with 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Jack London’ 
(UA) and ‘Is Everybody Happy’ 
(Col), $18,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-60)— 
*Rosie O’Grady’ (20th) and ‘Sub- 
marine Alert’ (Par). Low $12,000, 
after sesh at Met. Last weck, ‘Hos- 
tages’ (Par) and ‘Harvest Melody’ 
(PRC), ditto. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 44-65)—‘Tartu’ 
(M-G) and ‘Young Ideas’ (M-G). 
Drab $8,000. Last week, ‘Jack Lon- 
don’ (UA) and ‘Is Everybody Happy’ 
(Col), $8,000. 


Transiux (Transiux) (906; 28-65)— | 


‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls Pro- 
bation’ (WB). Mild $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Jive Junction’ (PRC) and 
‘Married Murderer’ (Indie), nearly 
same. 


‘Happy Land’ Fine At 
$16,500 in OK Denver 


Denver, Dec. 21. 


‘Lassie Come Home,’ heading dual 
combo at Orpheum, looks the big 
moneygetter this week. Republic’s 
double combination of ‘In Old Okla- 
homa’ and ‘Mystery Broadcast’ is 
strong in its second session at the 
Paramount where few films hold 
over. ‘Happy Land’ also is nice at 
Denver and Esquire. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-65)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘So’s Your 
Uncle’ (U), after week at each Den- 
ver, Esquire. Okay $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB) and 
*Hi Sailor’ (U), after at Denver, Es- 
guire, good $6,000. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 30-65)— 
‘Above Suspicion’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Down Under’ (M-G), after Orpheum 
week. Modest $3,500. Last week, 
‘Iron Major’ (RKO) and ‘Gilder- 
sleeve on Broadway’ (RKO), after 
week at Orpheum, good $4,000 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-60)— 
*Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par) and 
‘Tornado’ (Par). Sad $6,000. Last 
week, ‘Hostages’ (Par), weak $6,500. 


‘fiappy Land ar ime 
tor’s Strangest Case’ (Col). das -date 
with Esquire. Fine $13,000. Last week, 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘So’s Your 
Uncle’ (U), also at Esquire, nice 
$14,000. 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-65)—‘Happy 
Land’ (20th) and ‘Crime Doctor’s 
Strangest Case’ (Col), also at Den- 
ver. Nice $3,500 or near. Last week, 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘So’s Your 
Uncle’ (U), also at Denver, stout 


$4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,525; 30-65)— 
‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) and ‘Dr. 
Gillespie’s Criminal Case’ (M-G). 
Big $17,000 or close. Last week, 
‘Above Suspicion’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
Down Under’ (M-G), nice $12,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-50)— 
*In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) and ‘Mys- 
tery Broadcast’ (Rep) (2d wk). Great 


$8,000 for holdcver. Last week, big 
$11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 30-65)—‘North- 
ern Pursuit’ (WB) and ‘Hi Sailor’ 


(U), after week at each Denver, Es- 
quire, Aladdin. Strong $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Army’ (WB) (13th week in 
firstruns), nice $4,000. 


Par’s Larner Injured 
In Italian Action 


First member of Paramount's 
homeoffice publicity staff to enter 
the service, Corp. Henry Larner, has 
been seriously wounded in _ Italy 
while serving with the American 
Field Hospital Service. 

Larner was in charge of a section 
of ambulance men and _ stretcher 
bearers. He previously had served in 
the North African campaign. 


and 


‘O'Rourke OK 186 


Kuykendall Warns: 


Continued from page 9 


some talk cf making it 40° next 


time. 
‘This means that organized exhibit- 


if they don’t want to get kicked 
around again in Washington.’ 


le Tax on Nickel 


Washington, Dec, 21. 

On the eve of adjournment for the 
Christmas holidays, the Senate re- 
ceived from its: Finance Committee 
today (21) a new tax bill which in- 
cludes one slight concession in the 
acmissions tax item. 

Finance Committee kept the 20% 
levy approved by the House, but 
made a change which will result in 
a saving of approximately $30,000,000 
a year for theatre patrons and the 
theatres. Instead of basing the levy 
on the dime, it is based on the nickel. 
Thus, there will be a le tax on each 
nickel of admission or fraction 
thereof, instead of 2c on each dime 
or fraction thereof. This means, for 
example, that the tax on a l5e ad- 
mission would be 3c, rather than 
four. 

The shift was made suddenly last 
Thursday (16) just before the com- 
mittee wound up major work on the 
bill. Although theatre interests had 
made strong pleas before the com- 
mittee, the change, it is significant, 
did not come as a direct result of 
these representations. Instead, it 
was made after Senator Sheridan 
Downey, California Democrat, had 
appeared before the commitiee in 
executive session on Wednesday (15). 
Downey, not a member of the 
Finance Committee, had not been ap- 
proached for assistance by any of 
the theatre reps. He moved into the 
picture himself in an 11th-hour ef- 
fort to get something done, because 
of his interest in the Hollywood pro- 
duction centers, as well as of the 
small film houses of California. 

The $30,000,000 reduction, if ap- 
proved by the House, would mean 
jthat the 20% tax will bring the 
Treasury a maximum of $320,000,000 
a year against a $350,000,000 maxi- 
mum otherwise. 

Benefit of the change will be prin- 
cipally for the little neighborhood 
house, particularly for children’s ad- 
missions, The total difference made 
by the shift will be le in some but 
not all admissions. 

The revenue measure is not ex- 
pected to pass Congress and become 
law before the end of January at the 
earliest. It wil' not become effective 
before Feb. 1, and possibly not be- 
fore March 1, if there are any last 
minute hitches. 


RKO’S SPECIAL AD ADJUNCT 


Coast unit of Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing, advertising agency handling the 
RKO account, is being set up to aid 
Charles W. Koerner, v.p. in charge 

of RKO studio 
ties, special copy department 


will 
function in Hollywood to expedite 
RKO advertising campaigns. 


ors have a real job cut out for them | 


BEAUTY and TELEVISION 
By 
HARRY CONOVER 


(Who Should Know About Such 
Things) 


in the 


38th Anniversary Number 
of 


| VARIETY 


| (Post-war Show Business 
Edition) 


EDGAR MOSS LEARNS 
ANYTHING FOR A RIB 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 
Last year Edgar Moss, district man- 
ager of 20th Century-Fox, started to 
make a speech as retiring Chief Bar- 
ker of Variety Club's Tent 13. 
In the midst of his speech there 


grams, a blackout—and the dinner 
adjourned before Moss could finish 
it. 

Last week Dr. Leon Levy and his 
brother Isaac H., prexy and vice- 
prexy of WCAU, threw an elaborate 
party at the Ritz-Carlton to give Ed- 
gar a chance to finish his spiel. All 
the city’s hotshots were invited to 
hear Moss’ deathless prose. 

After a sumptuous feed, former At- 
torney-General William A. Schnader 
was called on to deliver a eulogy 
for Moss. For 15 minutes Schnader 
read a long-winded treatise on the 
manufacture of glass, and then sat 
down, 

Bewiidered, Muss arose to deliver 
his address. As he did, the orchestra 
sounded a fanfare, a couple of wres- 
tlers grunted and groaned on the 
stage; jitterbugs danced; an organ 
grinder and a monkey paraded 
through; there was a ‘we want Will- 
kie’ rally...while Moss manfully 
tried to make himself heard. 

Then the guests arose and left ina 
body. ‘Ike’ Levy announced regret- 
fully to Edgar that he'd have to fin- 
ish the speech at another time. Moss 
is still hoping. 


Sid Young Re-elected 


Sidney Young, formerly of the 
20th-Fox 
devcting all his time to the presi- 
dency of Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild, N. Y., 


re-elected to that post for another 
year at an annual meeting held dur- 
ing the past week. 

Other officers elected include Sam 
Shapiro, 20th, vice president; Harry 
Goldsmith, United Artists, secretary- 
treasurer; Grace Walsh, RKO, re- 
cording secretary; Tillie Stein, Na- 
tional Screen Service, corresponding 
secretary, and Rose Valenstein, UA, } 
sergeant-at-arms. 

An exec board of 12 and a trial 
board of four were also filled for an- 

Kelly, RKO; Hy Salant, 20th; Ruth 
McDonald, UA and Henny Levy, 
; NSS. 


was 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 
Just one word this week—Ouch! 
Pre-Xmas stanza {is traditionally bad 


but the tradition’s being abused this 
year. Stanley bumping along near 
its new recent low with ‘Cross of 
Lorraine’ and Charlie Barnet’s band, 
while Penn can’t remember when 
it’s had anything as poor as ‘North- 
ern Pursuit.’ Harris should weather 
some of the storm with ‘His Butler’s 
Sister.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Harris (Harris) (2,300; 30-60)— 
‘Butler’s Sister’ (U). Not one of Dur- 
bin’s strongest but it’s the likeliest 
looking buy in town. May go to $11,- 
000, fine trade on this week. Last 
week, second of ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ 
(20th), $7,500, in 8 days. 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-60)—‘Mad 
Ghoul’ (U) and ‘Son Dracula’ (U). 
Should do $5,000, mild but all that 
can be expected this. week. Last 
week, two reissues, ‘Two Flags’ (20th) 
and ‘Rains Came’ (20th), $5,600. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-60)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Bad week 
to contend with, so hungry $12,000 
is all. Last week, ‘Lassie Come 


Pitt. Drops Off to New Lows Albeit 
Durbin Fine $11,000; ‘Pursuit’ Sad 126 


Home’ (M-G), disappointment at 
$12,500. 
Ritz (WB) (800: 30-60)—‘Old 


Acquaintance’ (WB) (3d wk). Moved 
here from Warner and Ritz, slim 
$2,200. Last week, ‘Girl Crazy’ (M- 


G), same route to this smallseater, 
2,500. 
Senator (Harris) (1.750: 30-60)— 


‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Shifted here after 15 days at Harris 
and will permit house to hang onto 
its franchise with close to $2,500. 
Last week, ‘Victory Air Power’ (UA) 
and ‘Dancing Masters’ (20th), $2,500, 
very light for nine days. 
Stanley (WB) (3-800: 30-75 )— 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) and Charlie 
Barnet orch. Picture. got fine no- 
tices, but they aren’t buying. Brutal 
$12,500 in prospect. Last week, Frank 
Sinatra, with ‘Falcon and Co-Eds’ 
(RKO) and Jan Savitt orch, finished 
strong after disappointing getaway 
for giant $38.000, way over forecast. 
Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-60)—‘Las- 
sie Come Home’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Shopping crowds ea their kids 
here, with $4,000 likely, mild. Last 
week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB), 


which like ‘Lassie’ moved over from 


were a couple of interruptions—tele-. 


tax department but now} 


Frisco Still Wobbly 


BUFFALO COPS HOLLER 
‘HELP’ IN ROWDY WAVE 


Buffalo, Dec. 21. 


Recurrent stories as to vandalism 
in local picture theatres and other 
amusement spots came to a head iast 
week with newspaper stories break- 
ing at the instigation of police au- 
thorities and representatives of the 
Children’s Aid Society. Officials 
called on parents for more rigid 
curbs on youngsters. Theatre man- 
agers interviewed attested generally 
to the prevalence of rebellious 
youngsters. Some of the managers, 
however, took the tack that the al- 
leged acts of vandalism had been 
greatly overplayed. 

Greatest difficulty locally seems to 
be the midnight and special shaws 
at which the audiences generally ap- 
pear to regard the lid as off. Stories 
in circulation as to incidents at such 
shows include setting fire to the- 
atre draperies, knock-down-and-drag- 
out fist fights and skirmishes among 
gin-shocked youngsters. Several 


neighborhood operators report open 
threats and violence from crowds of 
hoodlums against theatre staffs. 


Xmas Pitch 


Continued from page 1 


be serviced by stage and radio per- 
formers. 

Over the Yuletide circuit will 
travel Ginger Rogers, Hedy Lamarr, 
Olivia de Havilland, Ann Baxter, 
Lucille Ball, Kay Francis, Dick 
Powell, Robert Young, Mickey 
Rooney, Walter Pidgeon, Fred Mac- 
Murray, Warner Baxter, Wallace 
Beery, Franchot Tone and a host of 
others. 

And from the Broadway legit 
stage, vaudeville and niteries a 
metropolitan circuit formed by the 
United Theatrical War Activities 
Committee will be traversed, aimed 
at giving a lift to the boys in the 
hospitals, to let them know that show 
business has not forgotten them. 

Overseas there will be hundreds of 
trouping Santas—those representing 
the forces of USO-Camp Shows unit- 
ing with British ENSA performers in 
an almost continuous round-the- 
clock week of concentrated activity. 
Into the British bases the U. S. show 
biz legions will travel, with the 
Yank fighters to be treated to re- 
ciprocal engagements from the stars 
of England. 

Xmas radio shows on all the major 
networks will feaiure ‘round-the- 
globe programs, with two-way shows 
set up so that the boys over there 
can extend the Yuletide wishes for 
a speedy victory and a happier New 
Year to the folks back home. 


Penn, $4,800. 


Billy Rose J 


Continued from page 3 


N. closed because of private car 
restrictions. 

Ziegfeld is one of New York’s most 
imposing theatres. It was completed 
early in 1927, it being a W. R. Hearst 
property underwritten by the Straus 
firm. Late Flo Ziegfeld opened the 
house in 1927 with ‘Rio Rita’ and op- 
erated it successfully with legit for 
years, although its location at 54th 
and Sixth avenue is outside the the- 
atre district. Shortly after the de- 
pression started the manager died 
and the house went into pictures. 

Rose sought possession of the Zieg- 
feld for his ‘Carmen Jones,’ currently 
at the Broadway, but there was a 
controversy over the sale. He said 
at the time that he would relinquish 
the spot after the ‘Carmen’ run. With 
small likelihood of new legit theatres 
being built for years to come, Rose 
now figures the Ziegfeld can again 
fare well with stage attractions. 
Plans include the development of 
grand operatic themes and scores to 
operetta or musical comedy useage, 
as instanced by the new treatment 
given ‘Carmen’ and its acceptance as 
‘Carmen Jones,’ colored-cast hit. 

Another theatre outside the show 
zone has been purchased by the 
Shuberts, who originally built the 
house, at 59th and Seventh avenue. 
House was dropped about the time 
the Shuberts went into receivership. 
It was originally called Jolson’s and 
has since had several names. Last 
season Yiddish attractions abandoned 
the spot. 


But ‘Old Okla.’ 


$27,000, ‘Butler’s Sis’ 18/56, Both Oke 


San Francisco, Dec. 21. 

Prevalent flu and Christmas shop- 
ping are blamed for a genera} Ict- 
down in nearly all first-run houses, — 

Estimates fot This Week 

Aleazar (F-WC) (1,149; 
‘North Star’ (RKO) (5th wk): 
$4,000. Last week, sad $5,000. 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 55-75)—‘True 
to Life’ (Par) and ‘Iraq’ (WB). Mild 
$25,000. Last week, ‘Northern Pur- 
suit?’ (WB) and ‘Campus Rhythm’ 
(WB), fair $21,000. ‘ 

Paramount (F-WC) (2.470: 55-75)— 
‘In QCid Oklahoma’ (Rep) and ‘Here 
Cames Elmer’ (20th). Stout $27,000. 
Last week, ‘Best Foot Forward’ (M- 
G) and ‘Criminal Case’ (M-G), so-so 
$22,500. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 55-75)— 


Poor 


‘Best Foot Forward’ (M-G) and 
‘Criminal Case’ (M-G). Nice $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) and 
‘Find Bilackmailer’ (WB), mild 
$12.500. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 55-75)— 
‘Crime School’ (WB) and ‘Girls on 


(WB) plus on stage ‘Hol- 
lywoed Blackouts’ unit. Fair $23,0C9., 
Last week, ‘Tornado’ (Par) with 
stage show, ‘Galamorous Revue,’ thin 
$18,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2.850; 55-75) 
—‘Government Girl’ (RKQO) plus on 
stage, Ralph Edwards’ ‘Truth or Con- 
sequences’ and others. Smash $32,- 
000. Last week, ‘Iron Major’ (RKO) 
plus Bob Chester’s orch and vaude, 
robust $20,000, being third week for 


Probation’ 


| band, second for film and vaude. 


Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2.400; 60- 
75)—His Butler’s Sister’ (U). and 
‘Never Dull Moment’ (U). Sturdy 
$18,500. Last week, ‘Heat’s On’ (Col) 
and ‘Chance Lifetime’ (Col) (9 days), 
fair $16,800. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,100: 
60-75)—‘Can’t Take It’ «(M-G) and 
‘Kansan’ (UA). Blah $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Jack London’ (U) and ‘Dough- 
boys Ireland’ (Col) (3d wk), neat 


‘Cross,’ Hefty $15,000, 


Pacing Rugged Prov. 


Providence, Dec. 21. 

One of best Christmas weeks ever 
is being enjoyed hereabouts with but 
slight slackening in recent hefty 
pace. Riding the crest are ‘Cross of 
Lorraine’ at Loew’s State, and ‘Old 
Acquaintance’ enjoying a fine second 
week at Majestic. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,300; 30-50)—‘Son 
Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U). 
Nifty -$9,500. Last week, ‘Crazy 
House’ (U) and ‘Falcon Co-eds’ 
(RKO), strong $11,500. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-50) 
—Jack London’ (UA) and ‘Man 
Down Under’ (M-G) (2d run). Fair- 
ish $2,500. Last week, ‘Rosie 
O’Grady’ (20th) and ‘Holmes Faces 
Death’ (U) (3d downtown wk), good 


$3,000. 
Fay’s (Fay) (2,000; 30-50)—‘Ride 
Tenderfoot’ (Rep) and ‘4 Hickory 
heading stage show. Autry 


Nuts’ 
fans helping this one to fair $6,000. 
(20th) 


Last week, ‘Paris After Dark’ 
and vatide, good $6,500. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 30-50)—‘Old 
Acquaintance’ (WB) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing own for trim $11, 500. Last w eek, 


Sis; G60. 


Metropolitan (Snyder) (3,200: 36- 
59) — ‘Transatlantic Tunnel’ (GB) 


show. Three-day weekend run, fairly 
good $6,000. Last week, ‘Deerslayer’ 
(Rep) and Vaughn Monroe orch on 
Stage, hit great $9,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 30-50)—‘Cross 
Lorraine’ (M-G) and ‘Something 
About Soldier’ (Col). Hefty $15,000 
on the way. Last week, ‘Jack Lon- 
don’ (UA) and ‘Man From Down 
Under’ (M-G), good $14,000. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,000: 30-50)— 
‘City Stopped Hitler’ (Par) and 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ (Rep). Sad 
$5,000. Last week, ‘Old Oklahoma’ 
(Par), nice $8,300. 


WB Seals Stanwyck 


Hollywood, Dec. 21 

Barbara Stanwyck, currently play- 
ing top role in ‘My Reputation’ at 
Warners, has been signed to a term 
contract. 

Star had been working on the lot 
for a month under a one-picture 
deal. 


PRC’s Upped Budgets 


Upped budgets for ‘Minstrel Man,’ 
‘When Lights Go On Again’ and oth- 
ers, and realignment of the sales 
Staff,-were outlined for Producers 
Releasing Corp. last week by Leo 
J. McCarthy, new sales manager who 
supplanted Arthur Greenblatt. 

McCarthy, formerly assistant gen- 
eral sales chief, pointed out that in- 
creased budgets on several recent 
productions have been justified by 
an upbeat in sales. 
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Earle Heads for Philly House Record, 
$48 500, ‘Butler’s’ Nice At $21,500 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. + 


There's a general letdown at the 
boxoffice at downtown deluxers this 
week, due mainly to the continuance 
of flu epidemic (now on the wane) 
and the usual stay-at-home tenden- 
cies of Philadelphians during the 
week before Christmas. Only the 
Earle, which hiked its prices for the 
appearance of Frank Sinatra and a 
‘Mystery Broadcast’ on the screen, is 
chalking up unprecedented grosses. 

New pix making their bow this 
trip are ‘Butler’s Sister,’ ‘Fallen 
Sparrow’ and ‘Son of Dracula,’ none 
worldbeaters at the wickets. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 75-$1.10)— 
‘Bell Tolls’ (Par) (7th wk). Winds 
up long and profitable run at upped 
prices, with $10,800 for finale. Sixth 
week okay $13,500. ‘Government Girl’ 
(RKO) opens tomorrow with prices 
returned to normal (35-75). 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-75)— 
‘Fired Wife’ (U) (2d run), Sour $2,- 
800. Last week, ‘Princess O’Rourke’ 
(WB) so-so $4,000 for second run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,500; 35-75)—‘Lady 
Takes Chance’ (RKO) (2d wk). Tak- 
ing it on the chin mildly for $14,000 
for holdover, following fair $18,800 
last week, plus $3,000 for special one- 
day Sabbath showing at Earle. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 65-85)—‘Mys- 
tery Broadcast’ (Rep) with stage 
show, featuring Frank Sinatra, Jan 
Savitt orchestra, and others. May 
break house record at tilted prices, 
with $48,500 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Dancing Masters’ (20th) plus Earl 
Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage finished 
meekly after nice start, $17,600. 

Fox (WB) (2,245; 35-75) —‘Butler’s 
Sister’ (U). Good $18,300 added to 
nice $3,200 for Sunday showing at 
Earle. Last week, ‘Crazy House’ (U) 
pallid $12,500. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 35-75)— 
‘Under Two Flags’ (20th) (reissue) 
(2d wk). Holdover of oldie so-so 
$4,500. Last week, fair $5,200. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (2,220; 35-75)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) (2d run). 
Fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Corvette K- 
225° (U), poor $3,800 for second run, 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,692; 35-75)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) (2d wk). 
N.S.H. $17,500. Last week, fair 
$25.500. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-75)—‘Fall- 
en Sparrow’ (RKO). Okay $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Sahara’ (Col), mediocre 
$13,200 for third week after two solid 
weeks. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 35-75)—‘Son 
of Dracula’ (U). Not too bad at $8,- 
500. Last week, ‘Hostages’ (Par), 
sour $6,000 for second canto. 


Mpls. Biz in Doghouse; 
‘Salute,’ $8,000, Is Ace, 
‘Dood It’ Mild at 76 


Minneapolis, Dec. 2]. 
The week before Christmas is bad 
enough in itself at picture houses but 


with ‘Coastal Command’ (RKO) and 
*“Gildersleeve on Broadway’ (RKO), 
fair $2,400 in eight days. 
; Century (P-S) (1,600: 40-55)— 
Hostages’ (Par). Light $5,000 prob- 
ably about all. Last week, ‘Princess 
O'Rourke’ (WB) (2d wk), good $6,- 
300, making nifty $19,300 for fort- 
night. 

Gopher (P-S) (1,000: 35)—‘Aldrich 


Haunts House’ (Par) and ‘Battle 
Russia’ (20th). Looks like oke $4,- 
000. Last week, ‘Trail Lonesome 


Pine’ (Par) (reissue). good $4,400, 


Lyrie (P-S) (1,091; 40-55) —‘North- 
ern Pursuit’ (WB) (2d wk). Okay 
$5,500. Last week, ‘True to Life’ 
(Par) (3d wk), sad $3,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 40-55)—‘I 
Dood It’ (M-G). Mild $7,000 antici- 
pated. Last week, ‘Northern Pursuit’ 
(WB), good $9,000. 


State (P-S) (2,300; 40-55)—‘Salute 
Marines’ (M-G). Favorably received 


4ast week, ‘ ia’ 

audia’ (20th), good 
Uptown _(Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
Watch Rhine’ (WB). First neigh- 
borhood, fair $2,500. Last week, 


‘Best Foot Forward’ (M-G), same. 
World (Par-Steffes) (350; 40-75) — 


(20th) (2d wk). Moved 
ere from State. Light $1,200. Last 
week, ‘Rosie O'Grady’ (20th) (4th 


wk), blah $1,000. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
$419,000 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘ACQUAINTANCE’ BEST 
IN SLOW NEW’K, $18,500 


Wewark, Dec. 21. 

Biz continues to take it on the 
chin here with the paucity of mar- 
quee strength an added factor in the 
slowdown caused by the pre-holiday 
lull. Flu epidemic is also helping to 
keep the customers away. Best of 
the sorry lot this week is ‘Old Ac- 
qaintance,’ at the Bradford, which is 
holding its own. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Adams-Par) (1,950; 35-99) 
—‘Man from Music Mountain’ (Rep) 
and Lou Walters’ ‘Latin Quarter Re- 
vue’ on stage. Fairish $15,000. . Last 
week, ‘Here Comes Elmer’ (Rep) and 
stage show headed by Jerry Wald 
band and Perry Como, neat $16,500. 


Branford (WB) (2,800; 30-90)— 
‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) and 
‘Chance of a Lifetime’ (Col). Spright- 
ly $18,500. Last week, ‘Corvette K- 
225’ (U) and ‘Lucky Fellow, Mr. 
Smith’ (U), n.g. $13,500. 

Capitol (WB) (1,178; 20-55) —‘Crime 
School’ (WB) and ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion’ (WB) (reissues). Getting sur- 
prisingly good resuiis, with $3,400 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Proudly We Hail’ 
(Par) and ‘Fall In’ (UA), brutal $2,- 
100. 

Paramount (Adams-Par) 
35-85)—‘No Time for Love’ (Par) 
and ‘Aldrich Haunts House’ (Par) 
(3d wk), tidy $12,000. Last week, 
snappy $16,000. 

Proctor’s (RKO) (3,400: 35-$1.10) 
—‘Holy Matrimony’ (20th) and ‘Paris 
After Dark’ (20th). Pale $14,500. Last 
week, ‘Iron Major’ (RKO) and ‘Fal- 
con Co-Eds’ (RKO), okay $17,500. 
‘Claudia’ (20th) and ‘Gangway for 
Tomorrow’ (RKO) open today (Tues- 


day). 
(2,600: 30-85)— 


State (Loew’s) 
‘Heat's On’ (Col) and ‘Something 
(Col), frigid $13,- 


(2,000; 


About a Soldier’ 
000. Last week, ‘Cross of Lorraine’ 
(M-G) and ‘Is Everybody Happy’’ 
(M-G), tepid $14,500. 


METRO BRANCH MGRS. 
INTO N.Y. FOR POWWOW 


Metro is mulling plans to bring its 
branch managers into New York for 
a sales meeting in the near future. 


It would be the first time in three 
years that M-G branch managers 
have been called in for home office 


Mont’! Strike Plus Flu 
Hurts; ‘Down Under’ 10G 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 

Police and firemen’s strike last 
Tuesday (14) cut grosses while the 
flu and Xmas shopping are also dent- 
ing takes currently. 

Estimates for This Week 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘Man 
Down Under’ (M-G). Sighting okay 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Hit Ice’ (U), cut 
by strike to $9,500. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-62)—‘Ap- 
pointment Berlin’ (Col) and ‘Senori- 
tas Chicago’ (Coy). Pacing about 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Behind Rising 
Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Gildersleeve on 
Broadway’ (RKO), fine $9,000. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67 )—‘Heav- 
sen Can Wait’ (20th) (2d wk). Snappy 
_— after smash $12,500 opening 
sesh. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-52)-—‘Tex. 
as to Tokio’ (U) and ‘Falcon Co-eds’ 
(RKO), Pointing nice $6,000 in tough 
week. Last week, ‘Dangerous 
Blondes’ (Col) ard ‘Luck, Mr. Yates’ 
(Col), hot $6,500. 

Strand (United Amusements) (750; 
35-45)—"Mr. Muggs Steps Oul’ 
(Mono) and ‘Spotlight Scandals’ 
(Mono). Average $3,000. Last week, 
‘Ravaged Earth’ (Indie) and ‘Campus 
Rhythms’ (Mono), good $3,300. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-60)— 
‘Johnny Come Lately’ (UA) (4th 
wk). Holding up well with probable 
ahead, following satisfying 


St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘La Fin du Jour’ and ‘Un de la 
Cavhlerie,’ $4,500, which is good 
enough. Last week, ’Charlemagne’ 
Moulin dans le Soleil,’ stout 


TRIM 
WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Boxoffice is in low gear this week, 
only ‘Lassie Come Home’ being able 
to beat pre-Christmas competish. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 30-75)— 
‘Cross Lorraine’ (M-G) with vaude. 
Mild $16,000. Last week, ‘Happy 
Land’ (20th) with Ina Ray Hutton 
orch, okay $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,200: 30-60)— 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G). Medi- 
ocre $5,000. Last week, ‘Girl Crazy’ 
(M-G), $6,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,242: 30-90)—‘North- 
ern Pursuit’ (WB) with vaude. 
Slugged by crix for oke $18,000. Last 
week, ‘In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) with 
vaude, nice $18,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,800; 30-55 )—‘Iron 
Major’ (RKO). Mild $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Crazy House’ (U), $6,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,800; 30-55)— 
‘Te Old Oklahoma’ (Rep). Neat $5,- 
000. Last week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ 
(WB), $5,100. 

Palace (Loew) (2,278; 30-66 )—‘Las- 
sie Come Home’ (M-G). Rousing 
$20,000, tops for downtown. Last 
week, ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th), 
disappointing $15,000. 


‘Lovely’ for a Takeoff 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
First task for Adrian Scott under 


Washington,’ which Louis King will 


this year situation is aggravated by| }, 5 
flu, unfavorable weather and re- Sales execs are considering tt his new associate producer contract 
stricted street car and bus Execs are considering at RKO is ‘Farewell My Lovely, 
tation that’s really something. So it’s eos —— of providing closer) based on a_ novel by Raymond 
little wonder that the three leading | Contact with fleld forces. Chandler. 
newcomers, ‘Salute to the Marines.’ ————______—- Scott recentiy completed a script- 
Dood It_and ‘Hostages,’ are having - ing chore on “Susie Slagle’ ai ihe 
ough going 
gh going. ss Gerard’s Double Takeoff | same studio. 
Dangerous Blondes (Col) andj, 
‘Smart Guy’ (Mono). In for four| Chore to break in his new contract Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
days, fair $1,800. ‘Scream in Dark’| 4S producer at 20th-Fox. Added Warners has signed George Gam- 
(Rep) and ‘Mysterious Broadcast’ | starter is ‘Murder Around the Clock,’| peau to a term contract effective 
(Rep) open tomorrow (22). Last | to be directed by Ben Stoloff. when he is mustered out of the 
Holmes Faces Death’ (U) Previously Gerard had been as-!/ Army. 
4ucky Fellow, Mr. Smith’ (Col) split| signed producership of ‘Ladies In He was one of the first young play- 


ers at the studio to enlist three years 


direct. Both pictures roll this week. 


ago. 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week .......... $2,069,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 176 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, Including 
N. Y.) 


Total Gross Same Week 
Wet... $1,756,400 
(Based on 25 cities, 178 theatres) 


‘DOOD IT’ DRAB $8,500 
IN MEDIOCRE OMAHA 


Omaha, Dec. 21. 

With nothing extra in picture 
strength on screens, slump only con- 
tinues in about same groove as last 
week. D’Artega band with ‘Some- 
thing About Soldier’ at Orpheum 
looks leader. 

Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 20-65) 
—Something About Soldier’ (Col) 
and D’Artega ali-girl orch on stage. 
Modest $11,500 or near. Last week, 
‘This Is Washington’ (RKO) with 
Louis Prima orch on stage, fell un- 
der $11,000, for first time in weeks. 

Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
55)—‘Dood It’ (M-G). Fairly nice 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Best Foot For- 
ward’ (M-G), fair $8,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 30- 
55)—‘Where Are Children?’ (Mono) 
and ‘Ghost Ship’ (RKO). Sad $4,500 
or close. Last week, ‘Heat’s On’ (Col) 
and ‘Strangest Case’ (Col), meagre 
$4,400. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-55)— 
‘Best Foot Forward’ (M-G). Moved 
from Paramount with added first- 
run feature, ‘City Stopped Hitler’ 
(Par). Light $7,000. Last week, 
‘Happy Land’ (20th), moveover, from 
Paramount. plus ‘Tornado’ (Par), 
mild $7,300. 


Corvette, Tartu’ Each 
$10,000 in Dismal Buff. 


Buffalo, Dec. 21. 
Theatre biz is marking time cur- 
rently, all attractions being way off. 
Only one to buck trend even half- 
way is ‘Lassie Come Home’ in second 
week at Lakes. 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-65)— 
‘Tartu’ (M-G) and ‘Young Ideas’ 
(M-G). Tame $10,000 or near. Last 


week, ‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and 
‘Find Blackmailer’ (WB), neat 
$16,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-65) 
—‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) and 
‘Paris After Dark’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Fair $9,000. Last week, solid $14,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-65)— 
‘Guadalcanal Diary’ (20th) and ‘Find 
Blackmailer’ (WB). Moveover from 
Buffalo. Limp $7,500. Last week, 


‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB) and ‘Yanks 


pp A (WB) ane wk), satisfactor; | again single-billing Sat.-Sun. Modest 
| ‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘Gals, Inc.’ (U).| vette’ (U) and ‘Something Soldier’ 
| So-so $10,000. Last week, ‘Son of} (Col) (2d wk). Off to $5,000 after 
| Dracula’ (U) and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U),! fair $6,300 last week. 


| snappy $11,000. 


—‘Union Pacific’ (Par) and 
1/000. Last week, ‘Iron Major’ (RKO) 
land ‘Gildersleeve on. Broadway’ 


(RKO), bright $13,000. 


NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Plenty of red ink in firstruns this week with few 


the 
weather, week-before-Xmas lull 
flu. Numerous spots merely coasted 
to hold present pictures to launching 
ing to buck the trend. 
films went into nose-dives many p 
doing even nice business rated unus 

‘Madame Curie’ (M-G), 


new attractions braving 


an 


entries, 


though just fairly good at $52,000 in 


houses, is a sturdy $112,000 on opening session at the 
‘Song’ looks like nice $26,000 on 


N. Y. Music Hall. 
initial week of extended N. Y. run. 

‘His Butler’s Sister’ 
riding out the storm of dismal retur 


tures with pleasing to sturdy business in some five 
It’s nice $21,500 to pace Philadelphia films, 
fine $11,000 to be classed as the best buy in Pittsburgh, 


cities. 


sturdy $18,500 in San Francisco, sati 
Cleveland, 


combo 


Even the previously strong 


‘Desert Song’ 
‘Gang’s All Here’ (20th), are the only strictly fresh 
‘Gang’s Here,’ which comes into the N. Y. 
Roxy this week for the holiday push, is doing only 
moderately at $15.500 in two Seattle theatres. 


(U), launched previously, is 


‘Lassie Come Home’ (M-G) did better than 


threat of cold 


d prevalence of | 1"8: 


along, preferring | Denver session. 
new fare or try- 


laces with those 
ual. 

(WB) and 
$18,000 in Philly. 


‘Sahara’ 
hot $20,000. 
Assorted batch 


‘Curie,’ 
four Los Angeles 


ington and L. A.: 
and Minneapolis; 
ns om many pic- 


Life’ (Par), 


sfying $17,000 in 
Philly holdover. 


Indianapolis; and 
Frisco week. Others to feel the pinch are ‘True to 
‘Lady 
(M-G), with best showing a drab $27,000 in two Boston 
spots; and ‘Old Acquaintance’ (WB), mild $17,500 in 


it has lately, rousing $20,000 in Washington and big 
$17,000 in Denver, tops in both cities. 
‘In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) continues strong with 
a robust $27,000 in Frisco and great $8,000 in second 


being outstand- 


‘Flesh and Fantasy’ (U) also perked up this week, 
smart $18,000 in Chicago and nice $15,000 holdover in 
Boston being best. 
looking up, being 
$11,000, and in Seattle with great $12,000. 


‘Fallen Sparrow’ (RKO), too, is 
leader both in Louisville at fine 
Also okay 
‘Happy Land’ (20th), thin on second 


N. Y. week, looms sturdy $16,500 in two Denver spots. 
(Col) is one of the few stout Chi films at 


of previously big boxoffice pictures 


are being pushed around badly this stanza including 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB), with best showing in Wash- 


‘Dood It’ (M-G), drab in both Omaha 
‘Corvette’ (U), so-so in Buffalo and 
‘North Star’ (RKO), blah on fifth 
(RKO), ‘Tartu’ 


Takes Chance’ 


‘+ Dracula’ 


ona 
y | 


20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 35-65) | ‘Madame Curie’ (M-G)., 
‘Souls | 000. 
at Sea’ (Par) (re-issues). Thin $9,- | and ‘Mystery Broadcast’ 


L. A. Blames Rain, Flu, Pre-Xmas For 
Sloppy Biz; ‘Curie’ $52,000, 4 Spots, 
Pursuit’ 41G in Three, 


Both 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Flu, rains and usual pre-Xmas lull 
are contributing to sagging boxoffice 
currently. ‘Madame Curie,’ playing 
four West Coast houses, is pacing 
city with $52,000, while ‘Northern 
Pursuit,’ in three theatres, will hit 
likely $41,000, neither big. ‘Hostages,’ 
newcomer at the two Paramounts, 
looks only mild $19,500 or near what 
two houses did in pre-Christmas 
week a year ago. It’s much the same 
with other films, though ‘Sahara,’ 
playing solo weekends, is sturdy 
$26,500 in Pantages and RKO Hill- 
street for second session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 45- 
90) — ‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) = and 
‘Mystery Broadcast’ (Rep) (2d wk) 
(5 days). Sad $2,500 on short week 
after stout $7,400 last week. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034; 45- 
90)—‘Madame Curie’ (M-G). So-so 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Flesh Fantasy’ 
(U) and ‘Mystery Broadcast’ (Rep) 
(6 days), good $11,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 45-90)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). So-so 
$18,000. Last week, ‘Old Acquaint- 
ance’ (WB) (3d wk), good $13,200 in 
eight days. 

Egyptian (F-WC) (1,535; 45-90)— 
‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘Something About 


Soldier’ (Col) (2d wk). Droopy 
$5,000 after moderate $7,200 last 
week. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 45-75)— 
‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and ‘Mystery 
Broadcast’ (Rep). Okay $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Girl Crazy’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
known Guest’ (Mono) (2d wk), nice 
$3,400 second stanza. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 46-75) —‘Son 
(U)» and ‘Mad Ghoul’ (U) 
(5th wk). Fairish $3,000 after good 
$4,200 last week. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 45-90)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Xmas 
shopping cutting in but still good at 
$14,000. Last week, ‘Old Acquaint- 
ance’ (WB) (3d wk—eight days), 
mild $7,500. 


Los Angeles (D’'town-WC) (2,200; 
45-90)—‘Corvette’ (U) and ‘Some- 
thing Soldier’ (Col) (2d wk). Tepid 


$10,500. Last week, average $14,300. 

Orpheum (D'town) (2,200; 40-75)— 
‘Man Music Mountain’ (Rep) with 
Hobby Lobby Revue on stage. Slim 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Iraq’ (WB) 
with Helen Forrest on stage, solid 


$18,200. 

Pantages (2.812): 45-90)— 
‘Sahara’ (Col) and ‘Dangerous 
Blondes’ (Col) (2d wk). Top film 
singled again Saturday and Sunday 
for ordinary $11,500. Last week, big 
$23,000. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,389; 45-90)— 
‘Hostages’ (Par) and ‘Here Comes 
Elmer’ (Rep). Weak $13,500. Last 
week, ‘In Old Oklahoma’ (Rep) and 
‘Good Fellows’ (Par) (2d wk), grand 
$16,200. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
(1,451; 45-90) —‘Hostages’ (Par) and 
‘Here Comes Elmer’ (Rep). Blah 
$6,000. Last we2k, ‘In Old Oklahoma’ 
(Rep) (2d wk), good $8,500. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 45- 
9¥)—‘Sahara’ (Col) and ‘Dangerous 
i2d wki. ‘Sahara’ 


(Pan) 


(2,204; 45-90)— 
Strong $21,- 
Last week, ‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) 
(Rep), in 


State (Loew-WC) 


clover at $21,800. 

United Artists (UA-WC) 
45-90)—‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) 
‘Mystery Broadcast’ (Rep). 
$9,000 on moveover. Last 
‘Whistling Brooklyn’ (M-G) 
‘Man Down Under’ (M-QG), 
$4,500. 

Uptown (F-WC) (1,715; 45-90)— 
‘Madame Curie’ (M-G). Good $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Flesh Fantasy’ (U) and 
‘Mystery Broadcast’ (Rep), $7,800. 

Wilshire (F-WC} (2,296; 45-90)— 
‘Madame Curie’ (M-G). Playing top 
first run this week for firm $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Whistling Brooklyn’ 
(M-G) and ‘Man Down Under’ 
(M-G), sad $3,800. 

Wiltern (WB) (2,500; 45-90)— 
‘Northern Pursuit’ (WB). Offish 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Old Acquaintance’ 
(WB) (3d wk—eight days), okay 
$7,000. 


‘Red’ Puts on Heat 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Don ‘Red’ Barry gallops at top 
speed next month to finish two 
westerns at Republic before leaving 
for an extended tour of Army camps, 
Barry is currently winding up a 
non-western role in ‘The Purple 
Heart’ at 20th-Fox. His two Republie 
films will be produced by Eddy 
White. 
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Wednesday, December 22, 1948 


me home again at Universal— 
and up to their old tricks! 


No foolin’ folks... 
the laughs and 
gags are pilin’ up 
a mile a minutel 
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HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


Selma Kaye, George Young, 
Choral Ensemble, Adriana & Charly, 
Alf Loyal, Corps de Ballet, Rock- 
ettes, Erno Repee and Symphony 
Orch; ‘Madame Curie’ (M-G), 7e- 
viewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov, 24, °43. 


Radio City Music Hall's annual 
Xmas holiday show has become one 
of the eagerly awaited stage events. 
Leon Leonidoff, Russell Markert, 
Florence Rogge and the others re- 
sponsibte for the now-traditional 
holiday program can be counted on 
to turn out a lavish and unusual en- 
tertainment bili—and this year 
they’ve achieved a new high. It’s 
spectacular, swiftly-paced, original 
and full of color. The portrayal of 
‘The Nativity’ scene creates an at- 
mosphere of hushed beauty in its 
religious inspiration while the three 
other sequences that make up the 
stage fare immediately change the 
tempo to one of holiday cheer. 
Coupled with Metro’s ‘Madame 
Curie,’ which drew generally rave 
notices, it should add up to a long 
run and top grosses for the deluxer. 


Beautifully backgrounsed, spec- 
tacularly staged, lavishly costumed 
and ably sung, the procession of 
shepherds, wise men and princesses 
bearing gifts converge at the holy 
scene of ‘The Nativity.’ Selma Kaye, 
soprano, and George Young, bari- 
tone, have been assigned to the lead 
singing roles in the Christmas hymns 
and invest them with the proper 
dignity. Considerable credit is due 
Eugene Braun for the atmosphere 
achieved by his lighting effects. 

Second sequence of the ‘Good 
Cheer’ show is introed by a novel 
Music Hall greeting card to the audi- 
ence fiashed on a screen in the form 
of a ration book, which segues into 
the ‘points’ performing an _ illumi- 
nated dance. The ‘points,’ projected 
in phosphorescent light against a 
black velvet backdrop, bring to life 
their values in sardines, pineapples, 
hot dogs, etc., in a series of dance 
caricatures. It’s followed by a 
humorous ‘non-rationed’ dance of 
the pullets, with the rooster and the 
hen cackling operatic arias. The en- 
tire sequence is tops in novelty and 
will tickle the kids as well as 
grownups. 

Next greeting card is presented 
by Adriana and Charly, who do a 
dressed-up version of their stand- 
ard trampoline act, with their spec- 
tacular and comedy-slanted bounc- 
ing-balancing routine. Pair, who 
appeared in recently-closed 
‘Laugh Time’ vauder, are as socko 
as ever and registered a solid click 
when caught. 

Final scene, titled ‘Gala Per- 
formance’ (R.S.V.P.), which uti- 
lizes. the mock boxes on both sides 
of the house for the formally-attired 
‘guests’ is staged on a super-duper 
scale. Orchestra is elevated to stage 
level, propelled backstage and ele- 
vated once more high above the per- 
formers. Similarly the ballet is 
brought onstage via the elevated 
orchestra platform for a flawless 
performance of an intricate and 
agile ballet number. Once again the 
platform descends to bring on Alf 
Loyal and his trained dogs in a swift 
and nicely executed canine act. 
Sequence finales with the usual sock 
precision work of the Rockettes and 
a ‘Tribute to Gallantry’ by a novel 
hoisting of an immense service-star 
flag. 

House was near-capacity 
caught opening night (16). 


when 
Rose. 


Orpheum, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 


Lyons Orpheum Orch (12), 
ir “wut Rene 


Al 
Hobby Keviue, 


& Boyette, Cordon & Sawyer, Fred 
Ketch, Elroy Peace, Ken 
‘Man from Music Mountain’ 


(Rep). 


There's very little difference be- 
tween Dave Elman’s Hobby Lobby 
Revue and the usual amateur stage 
unit. Both have a mixture of ama- 
teur and professional talent’and the 
combination on the Orpheum stage 
this week won’t arouse much enthu- 
siasm among house patrons. Unit is 
in for 10 days to permit Christmas 
Day break for next show. 

Opening performance of Elman’s 
hobbyists was overlong, running one 
hour and 25 minutes, and displayed 
other evidences of needing a smooth- 
ing out before classifying as a show- 
manly presentation. Show opens 
with Al Lyons and his house band 
knocking out a topnotch arrange- 

“ment of ‘Johnny Zero, Eiman then 
makes a nervous appearance to ex- 
plain his show and introduce first 
four turns. Rene Melva, xylophon- 
ist, likes bottle music as a sideline, 
banging out tunes on various sized 
whiskey bottles (‘dead -bottles’ and 
labels whipped up nostalgic memo- 
ries for those who have tried to pur- 
chase the McCoy in this area re- 
cently). 

Francis Abella and his African 
parrot, John Tio, are one of the bet- 
ter numbers of the bill, bird demon- 
strating many hours of training with 
imitations, back talk, ete. Happy 
Wilcox, introduced as former Chi- 
cago newsie, gets a good hand for 
his tap dancing on crutches. Novel 


bit was ‘Home, Sweet, Home,’ ren- 
dered by Glenn Camp’s trained dogs 
on special piano and drum. Piano- 
playing pooch, who also acts as the 


blind black shepherd, run through 
notes without a miss. : 
Floretta and Boyette pull their 
mind-reading act too fast for audi- 
ence to catch rapid-fire answers, but 
latter’s magic stunts that follow 
were liked. Cordon and Sawyer, 
femmes, corn their way through not 
so funny vocal clowning and danc- 
ing. Fred Ketch and his dummy, 
Jerry, work some funny gags that 
pleased. Elroy Peace, 13-year-old 
Negro dancer-singer, sparks his act 
well for good hand. Ken Whitmer, 
who also m.c.’s, spins some gags and 
then displays himself as a one-man 
band, playing strings, reeds and 
brass, plus drums, in a Jam session. 
Brog. 


Adams, Newark 

Newark, Dec. 16. 
Lou Walters’ ‘Latin Quarter 
Revue’ with Billy Wells & Four Fays 
(5), Bobby May, Arnaut Bros. (2), 
Dave Apollon & Filipino Boys (4), 
Ben Yost Singers (6), Manhattan 
Trio, Enrica & Novello, Walter 
Wanger Girls (14); ‘Man from Music 
Mountaiv (Rep). 


Current revue is a respite from 
the usual band setup here and at the 
prevailing tariff it shapes up as a 
pre-Xmas bargain, 

Lou Walters has evolved a snappy, 
fast-paced show that’s well varie- 


gated and studded from break to 
curtain with color and _ entertain- 
ment. Show reels off in 70 minutes 


to catch kudos all the way. 

Production opens on a Mardi Gras 
motif, bringing to the fore Walter 
Wanger’s eye-fillers supported by 
the Ben Yost singers and setting the 
stage for the downfront specialties, 
opening with Billy Wells and the 
Fays in a tumbling routine. 

Individual acts spot the Novellos, 
classy dance team, and the Manhat- 
tan Trio, mixed balancing combo 
that rates head and shoulders above 
many standard benders and twisters. 
Working in evening clothes, trio 
sports a thrilling and graceful rou- 
tine, with the femme member work- 
ing as understander and bearing the 
brunt of the work. 

The Arnaut brothers furnish the 
comedy background via their bird- 
call interchange, first-rate mimicry, 
and violin business for big returns. 

Bsbby May’s big-time juggling, 
long standard, also rates aves and 
had the customers hanging on to 
their seats. Guy is so good that his 
occasional misses only emphasize his 
consummate skill in the twirling de- 
partment. 

Wanger gals walk on for an ad- 
ditional brace of numbers as scenic 
heighteners, going over in a south- 
of-the boarder theme and clicking in 
a patriotic finale. Also on and off, 
the Yost ensemble give out with 
their conventional close harmony, 
putting strong accent on _ service 
songs. 

Closing, Dave Apollon is groovy, 
per usual, with his three Filipino 
boys getting the nod for a neat feed- 
ing job, Jona. 


Albee, Ciney 
Cincinnati, Dec. 18. 

Merry Macs (4), Cliff Edwards, 
Borah Minevitch’s Harmonica Rascals 
(8), Chester Fredericks & Kaye Wil- 
son, Nelfon Sisters (2), Deke Mof- 
fitt’s House Orch (13); ‘Dangerous 
Blondes’ (Col). 


First all-vaude lineup of the sea- 
son on tap this week, and it’s socko. 


| house musicians, 


Molug Francis Abella. Hannu Wil- 


| SOlidiy 1n presentation 


Whitmer; | 


Each of the five acts is a bellringer. 

| Added entertainment comes from the 

who groove a 
carry 


Chrictm; rertur 
aristmas ertire 


In the No. 1 spot, the 


from a long-line family of circus and 
vaude performers, 
have physical and facial 
aplenty and a wealth of showman- 
ship. Use special cradle-bar equip- 
ment and do lifts, iron jaw, back-of- 
neck supports, swivels and linked 
revolutions. Heavy applause. 

Cliff Edwards, vet stage and screen 
minstrel, 
deucer, ‘Ukele Ike’ sprinkles laughs 
between his uke strumming and 
singing of ‘Paddlin’ Madelyn Home’ 


and his Jiminy Cricket voice in 
Disney’s ‘Pinocchio.’ Left ‘em 
hungry. 

Chester Fredericks and blonde 


Kaye Wilson, in collegiate fashion, 
romp gaily through team and solo 
soft and hard shoe stepping, spiced 
with comedy routines, Register big. 
The Merry Macs, three young men 
in tuxedos, and a_ light-haired 
charmer ‘n a dazzling red gown, 
parade more than a radio reputation. 
Their investment of, time and ap- 
parent cash layout for pro coaching 
in clever dance steps, hand, arm and 
body handling for simultaneous 
physical.accent of and deviation 
from their harmonizing, return swell 
dividends. Wowed with ‘Hip, Hip, 
Hooray,’ ‘Wait for Me, Mary’ and two 
novelty numbers, ‘Mr. Beebe’ and 
‘Pass the Biscuits.’ Begged off. 
Borrah Minevitch’s double four- 
some of Harmonica Rascals, fea- 
turing diminutive Johnny Puleo’s 
sympathetic clowning, wraps up pro- 
ceedings with a quarter-hour of 
musical merriment. Koll. 


seeing-eye dog for the drummer, a 


State, N. We 
Nick Kenny, Trixie, Radio Ram- 
blers (3), Harry Savoy with Helene 
Hogan, Amy Arnell, James Barton; 
‘Swing Time Johnny’ (U), reviewed 
in this issue, 


- State stageshow this week is an 
in-and-out affair that offers four 
good acts and two that are getting 
by on names. Coupled to the An- 
drews Sisters’ starrer, ‘Swing Time 
Johnny,’ it shouldn't get too much 
business on the week even with Jim 
Barton as a marquee lure. 

With Ruby Zwerling’s house or- 
chestra spotted onstage, bill gets 
away with Trixie and her juggling 
routine drawing good audience re- 
action. She has added new bits since 
the last time caught and they en- 
hance the act’s value. In the deuce 
spot is the Radio Ramblers, who are 
by now a standard turn, They work 
a comedy thread into various imita- 
tions and put the whole thing over 
with a bang. One of the best take- 
offs is on Billy Gilbert’s sneeze-rou- 
tine. Finale is a vocal of ‘Sonny 
Boy’ done as the Andrews Sisters ar- 
ranged it for recording. George and 
Gene Bernard do the same thing in 
panto at the Blue Angel and Park 
Central hotel, N. Y. (They're doub- 


rling. One of the three vocals, ‘How 


Sweet You Are,’ midway, which 
could be cut. 

Harry Savoy is on next and also 
clicks. His double-talk rings the bell 
consistently; he employs good ma- 
terial, some of it slightly blue, but 
nevertheless strong. He uses a fall 
blonde, Helene Hogan, as a foil, part- 
way. Amy Arnell, who recently left 
Tommy Tucker’s band to do a single, 
is okay for one trip around on the 
strength of the rep she built up with 
Tucker. Lacking a voice and with 
average delivery and looks, she 
scores mildly here. Opens with a 
tune that indicts many band vocalists 
(one line goes, ‘You don’t need a 
voice—join the ladies who sing with 
the band’), she then does ‘They’re 
Either Too Young’ and ‘Put. Your 
Arms Around Me, Honey.’ 

Jim Barton is vauide class the like 
of which few vaude patrons see these 
days. His delivery of much of his 
old act is still as solid as ever and it 
topped this bill. Opening with a 
drunk routine he goes into ‘You 
Made Me Love You,’ then ‘Pistol 
Packin’ Mama’ in half song, half 
recitation style, the special lyrics 
smoothly segueing him into his 
dance. Finale brings up ‘Annabelle 
Lee’ and a short piano stint. 

Nick Kenny, N. Y. daily radio col- 
umnist, m.c.s the show in rambling 
fashion and at one point reads a 
poem from ‘my book.’ He then do- 
nates it to a soldier in the audience. 
That's his ‘act.’ Wood. 


Capitol. Wash. 
Washington, Dec. 17. 
Josephine Houston, Cy Reeves, 
Lucienne & Ashour, Edwards Bros., 
Sam Jack Kaufman's Orch; ‘Cross of 
Lorraine’ (M-G). 


Three times the Kaufman orch was 
obliged to change its overture as 
various musicians went down with 
‘flu’ men who were counted on as 
soloists. The first audience finally 
heard something called ‘Noodles,’ 
which created nary a ripple. 

Headliner is Josephine Houston, 
NBC soloist who has a voice of 
beauty with looks to match. She 
opens with the Rodgers and Hart 
‘Lover,’ follows with ‘Besame Mucho’ 
and closes with a medley of Jerome 
Kern’s tunes discreetly chosen from 
the musical comedy album. Jitter- 
bugs sat,on their hands during the 
day, but night adult audiences, ac- 
claimed her a vocalist of unusual ac- 
complishments. 


Nelson | 
| Sisters spark a zippy tempo with six | 
| minutes of nifty trapeze work. Chips | 0P 


these two gals| 
beauty | 


chatter. 


comes 


whose eccenti.c dancing goes over 
with a bang. The Edwards Bros. 
en show in neat, garnet dressing. 
They are small and nimble and their 
acrobatics are delivered with speed 
and skill. Well received. Lucienne 
& Ashour do their Apache in re- 
verse, with the male taking much of 
ihe pounding. 

Gene Ford is giving these routine 
vaude programs plenty of produc- 


| tion, with the stage nicely set and | 
| lighted 
makes duck soup of the} .~ 


A short but 


Arke. 


for. aach act. 


entertaining show. 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Danny O'Neil, Nan Rae & Mrs. 


| Waterfall, Mark Huling & Sharkey, 


(2), Chicago Theatre 
‘Northern Pursuit’ 


The Graysons 
Ballet (16); 


(WRB) 
arse 


Danny O'Neil, young tenor who 
skyrocketed to radio fame in the last 
few months, is playing his first the- 
atre date as headliner of current 
bill. O’Neil has everything in his 
favor; a clean cut fresh appearance; 
poise, and a voice, though not great, 
has a timbre that is equally as good 
as some of the better known singers. 

Following a line number the Gray- 
sons get the bill off to a good start 
with a combination, of acrobatics, 
adagio, hand-to-hand __ balancing, 
ballroom swings and other tricks 
that register okay. 

Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall grab 
laughs aplenty with their comedy 
The squeeky-voiced, pecu- 
liarly dressed Mrs. Waterfall char- 


acter hit the funny bone of the audi- 
ence and her pig Latin versions of 


‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band’ and 


Cv Reevec is an unctous 


|formers casting themselves 


caught, 


‘Tisket, a Tasket’ get fine response. 
Miss Rae is an excellent straight. 
Act scores heavily. 

Ballet contribs its radium number 
and is followed by Ray Huling and 
‘Sharkey,’ the almost human seal, 
with a variety of tricks including 
balancing, sound imitations and the 
playing of ‘Where the River Shan- 
non Flows’ on a bell contrivance, 
that gets a big hand. ' 

Danny O'Neil scores an easy hit 
with a flock of tunes consisting of 
‘My Heart Tells Me, ‘I Couldn't 
Sleep Last Night,’ a couple of ‘Okla- 
homa’ numbers, ‘Paper Doll’ and 
‘My Ideal,’ all done with a smooth, 
pleasing delivery. Comes back with 
a Christmas medley, during which 
seene in background depicts organ 
loft of a church, with girls in choir 
attire, carrying lighted candles for 
a sock finale. Morg. 


Majestic, San Antonio 
San Antonio, Dec. 15. 


Andrews Sisters (3); Mitch 
Ayres Orch (15) with Dick Dyer, 
Ruth McCullough, Johnny Bond; 


Tim Herbert, Billy Severin; ‘Young 
Ideas’ (M-G). 


Interstate Circuit has another bell 
ringer in this revue headed by An- 
drews Sisters. They are ably sup- 
ported by Mitch Ayres and _ his 
crew of musicians and several nov- 
elty acts which is clicking at the 
turnstiles at all performances. 

The 50-minute show gets under 
way with a bang with ‘Mitch’ Ayres 
and his ‘fashions in music’ crew 
swinging out on several pop tunes. 
Members of the band are: neatly 
spotlighted in solos. Crew is made 
up of four trumpets, two trom- 
bones, five sax, guitar, bass, drums 
and piano. Has a nice style but 
brass section is much too loud for 
comfort, in many of the numbers. 
Band’s best offering is the ‘Make 
Believe Ballroom’ sequence with 
commercials and all a-la Martin 
Block. Imitations of other bands 
are well received, among them being 
Harry James, Kay Kyser, the broth- 
ers Dorsey—Tommy and , Jimmy— 
and Glenn Miller. 

Pand’s vocalists, Dick Dyer and 
Ruth McCullough, are spotted neatly 
for their solo offerings. Dyer is a 
clean-cut, pleasing youngster who 
should go far after more stage ap- 
pearances. Sells ‘Paper Doll’ and 
‘Sunday, Monday’ well. Miss Mc- 
Cullough has a pleasing personality 
and registers with ‘Too Young or 
Too Old’.and the ‘Cow, Cow Boogie.’ 

Billy Severin has a routine of tap 
dances which get over nicely. Com- 
edy relief is handled well by Tim 
Herbert. His impressions go over 
for tops, as does his clever comedy 
gab. His impressions of a. Russian 
Ambassador, motion pic stars 
Katharine Hepburn, George Saun- 
ders and Ronald Coleman are out- 
standing, 

Johnny Bond, from the orchestra, 
lends comedy relief too, with his 
songs and antics. Is heard neatly in 
‘Tll Never Open a Trunk.’ Trumpet 


\section is spotlighted in ‘My Ideal’ 
| which was a highlight of the band’s 


offerings. A violin trio led by Ayres 
is also heard to good effect in several 
selections. 

Show stoppers are the _ three 
screen, radio and recording stars, the 
Andrew Sisters—Patty, La Verne 
and Maxene. Girls go over with their 
harmonizing of ‘Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy’ and ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ 
and then come back with their latest 
hit tune ‘Shoo Shoo Baby.’ As an en- 
core girls revive many _ tunes 
which are identified with them. 
Among group was ‘Bi Mir Bist Du 
Schoen,” ‘Victory Polka,’ ‘Beer Bar- 
rel Polka’ and ‘Tll Be With You in 


Keith’s, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 18. 


Parmalee & Davidson, Lois Cole, 
Lane & Small, Les Lester & Rusty, 
Josephine Boyer, Fay’s Cats, Ed 
Resener House Orch; ‘Scream in the 
Dark’ (Rep). 


Novelty is the keynote of current 
bill at Keith’s, with a variety of per- 
in un- 
usual roles. Result is a fair crowd- 
pleaser for the pre-Christmas trade. 

Fay’s feline fighters put on a good 
show with plenty of laughs. Eddie 
Fay, referee, timekeeper and trainer 
for the ‘pugs,’ had trouble with one 
contestant that refused to take a dive 
at the show caught. He had to trip 
it before he could count it out. The 
cats show skill and plenty of will- 
ingness to mix it. 

The house, going in strong for 
femme emcees of late, has Josephine 
Boyer in that spot this week. She 
does the assignment nicely and reg- 
isters big with her impersonations of 
Bill Stern and-~-various characters 
met in night clubs. Lois Cole makes 
a neat impression with some nice 
warbling of ‘South American Way’ 
and a George M. Cohan medley. 

Lane and Small, boy-and-girl tap 
team, offer some sophisticated rou- 
tines on large top hats. Les Lester 
scores with clever patter in his ven- 
triloquist turn with ‘Rusty’ on his 
knee. ‘Rusty’ is a smart guy, with 
wisecracks. Parmalee and Davidson 
perform some difficult tricks with 
little regard for life and limb in an 
acrobatic routine. The gals have a 
sense of humor. Biz just fair when 
Corb. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Frank Sinatra, Jan Savitt Orch 
(23), Buddy Welcome, Cockie Bow- 
ers, Three Wells; ‘Mystery Broad- 
cast’ (Rep). 


Nursing a painful and certainly 
unglamorous toothache, The Voice is 
making the last stop in his current 
trip around the theatre circuit prior 
to hopping off to Hollywood and the 
RKO lots. 

Like the coolish opening reception 
in Pittsburgh, the greeting given 
Frank Sinatra on his opening day 
(Friday) was away below expecta- 
tions. The management tossed away 
its blueprint for a ticket for each 
show idea and sold the pasteboards 
on a first-come-first-served continu- 
ous policy because of the disappoint- 
ing start. The police detail (50 cops) 
which was there to protect him had 
nothing to do but hang around and 
nail Frankie for-his autograph back- 
stage. 

But the house was full, upstairs 
and dawn, when the tall, pale croon- 
er came out, clutched the mike, and 
gave out with the first line of-‘People 
Will Say.’ 

The wolverinas squealed at the 
right time, there were the usual cries 
of ‘Sing to me, Frank’ from all over 
the darkened house, a few jeers from 
the male pewholders—but in the 
main the guy got respectful silence 
for his stint, each song greeted with 
thunderous applause. 

Only incident to mark the opening 
show was some wiseacre tossing a 
penny on the stage. Sinatra handled 
this situash like a vet trouper. He 
stopped singing and asked whether 
the smarty wouldn't do better in 
Saving his pennies for war stamps. 

For the rest, Sinatra gave with all 
the sinatricks that makes the guy the 
top crooner in the biz right now. He 
wows his listeners with ‘Dancing in 
the Dark,’ ‘Beautiful Morning,’ ‘I 
Hear Music,’ ‘Night and Day’ and 
‘Pistol Packin’ Mama.’ Latter num- 
ber has been called ‘not Sinatra’s 
type’ of number, but when caught it 
brought the greatest response from 
the faithful. 

Sinatra, all press agentry and bal- 
lyhoo aside, is a top-flight showman. 
He knows what the kids want and 
gives it to them, and despite all the 
adulations from his adolescent pub- 
lic, still appears to be the unspoiled, 
regular guy he’s been ever since he 
broke in with Harry James years 
ago. 

And despite the aching molars, 
The Voice did six shows opening day, 
faced 30 newspapermen and news- 
paperwomen in a mass _ interview, 
blinked before innumerable flash- 
bulbs, yet took everything in stride. 

Sinatra, smart showman that he is, 
draped himself with an excellent or- 
chestra— Jan Savitt’s” aggregation, 
now increased to a squad of 23 able 
musicians. Overshadowed as it is by 
the distinguished crooner, Savitt’s 
boys (and gals) give an excellent ac- 
counting of themselves in providing 
the accompaniment and background 
for the swoon king. 

Buddy Welcome steps off the band- 
stand to chop things up with ‘Shoo 
Shoo Baby.’ 

The Three Wells, a couple of be- 
sweatered gals and a husky guy, beat 
themselves to a pulp in a maze of 
acrobatics, and Cookie Bowers and 
his vocal impressions, animal im: .- 
tions, ete., round out the bill, Shal, 


National, L’ville 
Louisville, Dec. 18. 

‘Funzafire’ with Benny Meroff, 
Sammy White, Mage & Karr, Jack 
Gwynne & Co., Kitty McLaughlin, 
Prof. Cheer, Betty Lee, Sophie 
Parker, Earle Keller’s House Orch 
(12); ‘Unknown Guest’ (Mono). 


Current bill is quite a letdown 
In the first place, patrons had ex- 
pected Benny Meroff to have his 
band with him, but Meroff is now 
|bandless, and depended on_ the 
efficient local musical support of 
Earle Keller’s crew on the stage. 


Meroff has gathered around him a 
motley crew of so-called entertain- 
ers, including a seven-foot high gent, 
a dwarf, and a varied assortment of 
variety: performers, some pretty good 
and others—well! 

Meroff spends most of his time be- 
fore the mike,.and.does a specialty 
on various instruments. His chief 
supporting talent is Sammy White, 
comic and dancer who worked at the 
same house last summer in the 
Iroquois Amphitheatre series, taking 
a prominent role in ‘Showboat’ and 
‘Hit the Deck.’ White tells a few 
gags, dances a little, and then does 
his best specialty, an impression of a 
ballet dancer disrobing and prepar- 
ing to take a bath. It’s done to ballet 
music, and that makes it just a little 
different. He got over okay with this 
audience, 

Mage and Karr, dancing duo, just 
fair, They step through a quiet rou- 
tine of taps, and off to a mild hand. 
Jack Gwynne & Co. magicians, 
register. okay. Produce flowers, do 
box trick, placing his assistant in a 
small box in which he inserts a num- 
ber of swords, does a little fooling 
around with a chicken disappearing 
routine, all of which goes over big. 
Closes with producing a pyramid of 
goldfish bowls. Gwynne registers 
solidly, and is one of the best turns 
on the bill, 

Betty Lee, xylophonist, plays a 
brace of pops with three hammers, 

(Continued on page 49) 
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BOB (Champion-of-Champions) HOPE BING (Ace-Singer-and-M.C.) CROSBY 


Our two big jobs in January: Fourth War Loan and March of Dimes. 
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VARIETY Wednesday, Wecember 22, 1943 


“God grant 
Merry Christmas 
you who 
remember 
the less 
fortunate.” 


It’s a Christmas card that spreads true happiness. Mail it Today! 


To Nicholas M. Schenck, Chairman, 
National Motion Pictures Committee, 
1944 MARCH OF DIMES Drive, 
Suite 173, Astor Hotel, New York City 


Realizing how important it is to keep up the 
fight against Infantile Paralysis, I-pledge my 
complete cooperation in the motion picture 
industry's campaign to raise funds for this neces- 
sary war of the home front. 


THEATRE During the week of January 24-30, I promise 
to show the appeal trailer and make audience 
collections in my auditorium. 

couNTY Send full details. 


STREET 


CITY + STATE Signed 
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Some Service Returners But More 
Femme Mers.; Theatres-Exchanges 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Theatre changes here, along with 
the continued trend to femme man- 
agers, are beginning to reflect a few 
returns from the armed forces. 

Richard Spiteri has returned from 

e Army to Empress. 
Olson, former theatre 
broker, also given release from 
Army. 

Blanche Lesperance named man- 
ager of Alger. Two other femme ap- 
pointments here are Sally Durochie, 
assistant manager of United Detroit's 
downtown Madison, and Marguerite 
Bartlow in the same post at the 
chain’s United Artists house, also in 
the loop. The Cinderella also in- 
stalled femme manager, Kay Brei- 
han, and the Maxine upped Lillian 
Priebe to same post. 

Hal Bruss named manager of Cin- 
ema (Telenews). 

Joseph Ellul manager Empress, 
brother, George, Navy. 

Harry Jacobson new manager 
Stone. : 

United Detroit put in James Eas- 
son as manager of its loop Palms- 
State. Irving Katcher has taken over 
the Russell. Milton Zimmerman 
named booker at Universal Ex- 
change. Ben Zimmerman and George 
Sampson added as salesmen at RKO. 


Pittsburgh Shiftings 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Sid Dickler appointed manager of 
WB’s Belmar theatre. 

Grand, West Newton, now man- 
aged by William Parker, son of the 
late Alfred James Parker, who 
owned the house with J. N. Mc- 
Kenery. Latter recently sold out his 
interest in the property to the Par- 
ker family and has retired. 

Anthony Antonoplos has returned 
to managing duties at East Pitts- 
burgh and Turtle Creek theatres 
owned by his father, Peter Antonop- 
los, after receiving medical discharge 
from the Army. 

Latona, Bridgeport, W. Va., has 
again changed hands. Transferred 
from Leonard Deegan to C. S. King, 
Deegan giving up property in order 
to devote his full time to a collection 
agency business at Fairmont. 

Sgt. John J. (Red) Mooney, 24, for- 
merly with UA, back home after 
completing 58 combat missions as a 
gunner on a Flying Fortress in North 
Africa, Sicily, and Italy. Mooney’s 
missions, including two raids on 
Rome, totaled more than 340 hours 
in the air, and he wears the Air 
Medal with 10 clusters for missions 
and one fighter destroyed; the North 
African campaign ribbon; the Amer- 
ican Theatre of Operations insignia 
for patrol duty off Florida and the 
Good Conduct Medal. 

Sally Hague took over as manager 
of the Strand, Parkersburg, W. Va., 
with the departure of Hamilton 
Fitcher for the army. Latter, father 
of five children, inducted couple of 
weeks ago. ) 

Charlie Baron, Metro exploiteer, 
received citation from the Marine 
Corps for his cooperation in the re- 
cent recruiting drive for women’s re- 
serves. 

Pvt. Peter A. Peters, brother of 
S. A. Peters, Sisterville, W. Va., 
exhib, accidentally drowned while 
maneuvers at Camp Richie, 

a 

Harry Fry, Wampun_ exhibitor, 
doubling between his theatre and a 
war jab. He works on assembly line 


Louis Krieger acquired tie fran- 
chise for Film Classics, Inc., in West- 
ern Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 
Pictures include seven David O. Selz- 
nick reissues; 24 from old Gaumont- 
British; 24 Hal Roach productions 
and 12 new Film Classics, now in 
production. 

M. A. Silver, WB zone manager 
and M. A. Rosenberg, Pittsburgh 
exhib and local and national Allied 
president, co-chairmen of the motion 
picture industry’s WAC in this terri- 
tory, named to head annual March 
of Dimes campaign in Western Penn- 
Sylvania and West Virginia. 

Max Shulgold. manager of Crown 


Film Company. appointed Pittsburgh | 


rep for Arcus Ticket Co. 


Dick Brown, manager of Warner | 


theatres in Wilkinsburg for more 
than a decade, recuperating at home, 
but isn’t expected back on the job 
for several weeks. Lyle Harding, 
Pinch-hitting for him. 

James Nash, UA salesman, ac- 
quired Gerard theatre in West View 
from Alpine Nerthern circuit. Thea- 
tre will be managed by Mrs. Ann 
Nash, with Tony Cavallo, former 
manager, shifted to Alpine’s Brigh- 
ton, New Brighton, Pa. 

Frank Biordi, co-proprietor of the 
Majestic, Ellwood City, Pa., re-elect- 
ed member of city council there after 
Serving two four-year terms. 

J. N. McKenery, West Newton ex- 
hib for 20 years, has retired from 
theatre biz. Partner in the Grand 
there, Alfred Parker, died two years 
ago, and since members of the Par- 
ker family have represented his in- 
terest in the Grand. Recently Mc- 
Kenery sold out his interest to the 
Parkers. 

_ Al Selig, formerly RKO exploiteer 

n this territory and later with same 

*mpany in Washington, has joined 


U exploitation staff in nation’s capi- 


Jack Judd closed theatrical poster 
service here, and his business has 
been liquidated. 

George Josack, Jr., long-time thea- 
tre manager here and in Hollywood, 
where he was last at the Music Box, 
has joined WB managerial staff here 
— will shortly be assigned to a 

ouse, 


Pix Orgs. in Same H. Q. 
: Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 

Joint headquarters for the Greater 
Cincinnati Motion Picture Exhibitors 
League and the Independent Exhib- 
itors Forum, related groups of indie 
exhibs with houses in Greater Cincy, 
including two counties in Kentucky, 
were opened Monday (20) in Keith 
Bldg. Ann Welling is full-time sec- 
retary. Frank W. Huss, Jr., and 
Willis Vance head the groups. 

Ross Williams of RKO wiil be the 

1944 president of the Cinema Club of 
Cincinnati, a fraternal group of film 
salesmen in this territory, which has 
60 members. He succeeds Rudy 
Knoepfle, of Republic, who headed 
the club since its inception in 1939 
and has.wbeen made chairman of the 
board. 
_ Others elected at the annual meet- 
ing Saturday (18) in the Variety 
Club’s Tent 3 were Bob Burns, War- 
ner Bros., and Mark Cummins, RKO, 
v.p.s; Pete Niland, Columbia, secre- 
tary-treasurer. 


Installation dinner takes place 
a. 14 in the Netherland Plaza 
otel. 


Rep’s Big Plans 

Herbert J. Yates, Sr., keynoted the 
second session of Republic’s two-day 
sales confab in N. Y. last week by 
Stating that the company plans 
spending upwards of $2,000,000 this 
year on advertising and publicizing 
top product. He reported the com- 
pany as building its industry prestige 
through the deluxe productions as 
well as larger budget specials star- 
ring Roy Rogers and others such as 
John Wayne and Susan Hayward in 
‘Fighting Seabees.’ Among pictures 
discussed in connection with special 
future campaigns were ‘Atlantic 
City,” ‘Gay Blades,’ ‘Earl Carroll’s 
Vanities’ and ‘Brazil.’ 

Jimmy Grainger told the confab 
that Republic product is showing 
marked increase in playing time in 
all big eastern and central district 
circuits. He stated that ‘In Old 
Oklahoma’ will gross $1,700,000 in 
the domestic market alone or about 
50% more than ‘Flying Tigers,’ a 
recent high grosser for the com- 
pany. Grainger reported that Rogers 
will make no more p.a. tours until he 
had completed four western specials 
for company. 


Mrs. Sexton’s 3d Buy 
Ironton, O., Dec. 21. 
Mrs. Fon Sexton, Ashland, Ky., 
purchased Marlow theatre building 
at cost of $70,000. She owns three 
theatres in the city. 


Ornstein’s Chore 
Bill Ornstein, Metro publicist, has 
been appointed sales contact for the 
publicity department in New York. 
Assignment is in addition to his 
other duties. 


Film Beaoker’s Shindig 

Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Some 65. guests attended party 
Variety Club last Friday night (17). 
Evening was devoted to games and 
entertainment by Gene, the Magician. 
Club voted to send members in the 
service a money order for $5 and a 

subscription to trade paper. 


Tri-States’ shift 
Des Moines, Dec. 21. 

William Beckley, manager Strand 
(Tri-States) has resigned. Suc- 
ceeded by Davis Alexander, formerly 
of Omaha. 

Robert E. Leonard, manager 
land ‘(Tri-States) named manager of 
Paramount to succeed R. B. Shelton, 
army. Leonard formerly managed 
the Garden, Uptown and Roosevelt 
for Tri-States. 


McClure’s Breakdown 
Kansas City. Dec. 21. 

Strenuous activity in setting play- 
dates finally overtook -Harry Mc- 
Clure, Fox-Midwest district manager, 
headquartering here, and is now 
bedded from overwork. 

McClure is on leave from E. C. 
Rhoden, head of Fox-Midwest, until 
after the first of the year to recu- 
perate. 


Subbing fer Hubby 
Van Alstyne, Tex., Dec. 21. 
Mrs. Ran Hall named manager of 
the Azlec theatre, owned and oper- 
ated by Lutzer Bros. of Dallas. Mrs. 
Hall takes over duties of husband 
who is in the armed forces. 


Garfield With Warners 
Sid Garfield. formerly with Para- 
mount and Columbia Pictures, last 


week joined Mort Blumenstock’s 
publicity staff at Warner’s home- 
office in N. Y. 


M. M. Schneiderman, Warners’ for- 


Hi- | 


eign manager in Panama, in N. Y. 
from Panama City last week to an- 
swer his draft call in Brooklyn. 
While absent, Armando Trucios is 
handling Panama biz. 


Sam Seletsky Upped 

Sam Seletsky, New Haven branch 
manager for Republic, takes charge 
of the N. Y. exchange for the com- 
pany, succeeding the late Morris 
Epstein, who died recently. Seletsky 
makes the transfer Jan. 10. Jerome 
Lewis, salesman for Rep in Philadel- 
phia, succeeds Seletsky at New 
Haven. 


Latin Pix in Ft. Worth 
Fort Worth, Dec. 21. 

Latin pictures here two davs a 
week has been inaugurated by the 
Majestic. It probably will lead to 
the opening of a Pan-American the- 
atre here. 

Jack Danciger, wealthy oil opera- 
tor and honorary Mexican consul 
here, has written teachers of Spanish 
in Fort Worth schools and colleges, 
asking support of the program. He 
pointed out that the Pan-American 
theatre recently opened in Dallas 
is meeting with success. 

Barry Burke, former city manager 
for Interstate Theatres in Corsicana 
(Texas), named city manager for 
the circuit’s theatres here replacing 
Frank Weatherford inducted in the 
armed forces. Burke is to be re- 
placed by Paul Hudgins. 


Bounds Takes Over Ritz 
Texarkana, Tex., Dec. 21. 
Ritz theatre purchased from Gar- 
land Nelson by C. C. Bounds, owner 
and operator of the Princess and 
Palace nabe houses here. 


Douglas Upped by R & R Circuit 

Don C. Douglas, former booker of 
the R & R Circuit has been upped 
to public relations director for the 
group. 


Egyptian Becomes Siudio, S. F. 
San Francisco, Dec. 21. . 
San Francisco’s Egyptian theatre, 
recently purchased by Robert L. 
Lippert, will be opened Christmas as 
the Studio, first run. 


Variety Ciub Elects in Balto 
Baltimore, Dec. 21. 

Variety Club, Tent 19, elected Rod- 
ney Collier, manager of Warners’ 
Stanley theatre, Chief Barker, with 
Frank H. Durkee and Barry Gold- 
man named assistants. 

Balance of new board consists of 
Sam Soltz, Ed Yeaple, Sam Diamond, 
I. M. Rappaport, Nick Weems, Mor- 
ris Oletsky, Leon Back, and Lou 
Beeker. Serving ex officio are Past 
Chief Barkers Lou Rome, C. W. 
Hicks, Bernie Seaman and Lauritz 
Garman. 


James Arthur Heads St. L. 
St. Louis, Dec. 21. 

James Arthur, attorney for Fan- 
chon & Marco and St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co., has been elected Chief 
Barker of the St. Louis Variety Club, 
Tent No. 4, succeeding Harry Craw- 
ford, manager of the Missouri, a de- 
luxer operated by F&M. Other offi- 
cers elected for the ensuing year in- 
clude Herb Washburn, National 
Screen Service; Sam Levin, co-owner 
of the Esquire and Norside, assistant 
barkers; Joe Ansell, Ansell Bros. cir- 
cuit, doughguy; Albert Stetson, pur- 
chasing agent for F&M, property 
master; and members of the crew: 
David Arthur, assistant general man- 
ager for F&M; Ralph McGowan, dis- 
trict manager for F&M: Fred Wehr- 
enberg, prez of MOTOA of eastern 
Missouri and southern Illinois; Tom | 
Canavan, manager of the Altec Serv- 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


George Bricker, Columbia writer, notified all story editors in Hollywood 
that his Americanized version of the old Bizet opera, ‘Carmen,’ under the 
title, ‘Carmen From Kenosha,’ had been registered with the Screen Writers 
Guild in March, 1940. Idea was prompted by the Broadway success of the 
Billy Rose play, ‘Carmen Jones,’ another Americanized version of the old 


Spanish theme. 


Bricker explained that he had retained two lawyers, one 


in Hollywood and one in New York, to investigate any similarity between 
his own story and ‘Carmen Jones,’ in case the film rights are placed on the 


market. 


‘I am merely exercising due diligence at this time,’ Bricker de- 


clared, ‘before a picture purchase is made, instead of allowing the matter 
to drag out to the point where it might assume the proportions of another 


‘Letty Lynton.’ 
the United States. 


Bizet is dead and his famous work is in public domain in 
I happen to be very much live, however, and if there 


has been any piracy, consciously or unconsciously, of my registered idea 
for a modern ‘Carmen’ with an American locale, I will naturally seek 


proper legal redress.’ 


While Warner Bros. was active in the general bidding for ‘Winged Vic- 
tory,’ which 20th-Fox finally got after paying $1,000,000 cash down, WB 
execs in New York weren't too keen about the idea of a contradictory 
deal for Moss Hart’s show, as against the Irving Berlin ‘This Is the Army’ 


arrangement. 
mercial arrangement. 


The latter is almost non-profit, whereas ‘Victory’ is a com- 
20th must spend $2,500,000 before it can share in 


anything, a million going for the advance payment and a million and a 


half for estimated production cost. 


A condition of the deal, also, is that 


the original Broadway cast, so far as the servicemen only are concerned, 


must be used; no name additions. 


Black markets are blacked out at one of the major studios where the 
boss has issued orders to all purchasing agents to buy nothing above reg- 


ular ceiling prices. 


If they can’t get the desired materials through legiti- 


mate channels, the departments will have to improvise substitutes or do 
without them. Exec explained that a film studio, purchasing great quan- 
tities and varieties of merchandise, can do much to prevent inflation by 


refusing to deal with black marketeers. 


ceiling prices will be turned down. 


All vouchers in excess of regular 


Metro has taken ‘Gone With the Wind’ out of circulation as of Nov. 1 
last after twice postponing the withdrawal of the film. M-G first planned 
to withdraw GWTW May 1 and again Sept. 1 last, but demand for repeat 
bookings continued so strong that the later date was finally fixed. 

Metro execs, from accounts, figure they must withdraw the picture 
entirely for a time so as to be able to release it as a reissue in due course. 


Hotel space is so scarce in Hollywood that several major studios have 
been renting suites and apartments on a regular monthly basis to take 
care of visiting film execs and other moguls who require special treatment. 


In some. cases the enst is liquidated by sub-letting the hotel accommoda- | 


tions to less fortunate producers, who pay premiums to find quarters for 


visiting biggies. 


‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ was fast on the draw at Republic, where the 
picture was rushed through the studio at top speed to cash in on the 


song’s current vogue. 


Herbert J. Yates, Republic chief, handed the pro- 


duction job to Eddy White with orders to all departments to sidetrack all 


other films and give ‘Mama’ the green light at any cost. 


Picture is now 


showing in the east as one of the song title series. 


Only three picture people, Wallace Beery, Capt. Clark Gable and Lt. 
Col. Jack L. Warner were invited to the Orville Wright 40th anniversary 


dinner in Washington. 


Incidentally, Frank Tichenor, aviation mag pub- 


lisher and pioneer film writer and producer, was prominent'in the gen- 


eral arrangements of the function. 


Walter Wanger Pictures, Inc., New York, recently filed a notice of change 


of capital stock to $150,100, $100 par value. 


Notice of change of directors 


was also filed with the Secretary of State in Albany by attorney Abraham 


ho Beinstock, 30 Broad street, N. Y. city. 


New York engagement of ‘She Defends Her Country,’ Russian-made film 
that follows N. Y. engagement of ‘North Star’ at the Victoria theatre, is 


the first Russian film spoken in English. 


ice Corp.; Les Kaufman, publicity 
and-@.vertising director for. 


Jr., and Lou Ansell. 

The St. Louis Tent recently pro- 
vided equipment for gymnasiums and | 
clubrooms for teen-agers in the local 
public schools in a move to curb juve 
delinquency. Board of Education 
execs and officials of the St. Louis 
Police Dept. tossed posies to the 
showmen for having conceived one 
of the soundest plans to stop the 
teen-agers from breaking the laws. 

Harris P. Wolfberg. St. Louis dis- 
trict manager for Metro for the past 
18 years resigned and after prolonged 
vacation in Florida with his family 
will determine his future career. 
Since resignation Wolfberg has re- 
ceived several offers to join another 
organization 

He was,an actor and salesman for 


the Essanay Film Mfg. Co. In Chi- 
cago in i909, acting in the flicker 
making in the morning and selling} 
the product at night. He was with | 
the General Film Co. from 1914 to | 
1916 in the St. Louis area and is one 
of the best known film salesmen in 
the mid-west. 


2@th-Fox Sales Campaign 

Starting Sunday (19) the N. Y. ex- 
change of 20th-Fox will inaugurate a 
special sales drive as part of an 18- 
week sales campaign being put on 
nationally. The N. Y. push will be 
in charge of Ray Moon, N. Y., branch 
manager, and will be captained by 
Joseph St. Clair, executive assistant 
to Moon. Prizes will be awarded. 


Harry Goldsmith Feted 
Buffalo, Dec. 21. 
Variety Club of Buffalo Saturday 
night hosted Harry Goldsmith, for- 
mer Western New York Schine 


booker who left for the Army this 
week. Basil organization also gave 


farewell dinner to Gerald Wester- 
gren, former publicity head of Basil 
circuit, also to Army. 

Sam Yellen, back at 20th Century 
after two years U. S. Army; likewise 
Gus Lynch, U. S. Air Corps, back 
as Schine booker; both with honor- 
able discharges. 


James Wallingford is managing 
Gammel’s Columbia succeeding 
Stanley Allen, Army. 

Colonial, Depew, now operating 
under management of Joe Warda, of 
ine Lancaster 

Number of small town theatres in 
the area have reopened, most of 

| them operating two or three nights 


|a week. Spots inclide Andover, Ca- 


nisteo, Oatka, Farman, and Park. 


Star, Harrisburg, Sold 
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 21. 
William H. Whyte, of Philly, has 
purchased Star theatre from William 


C. Karrer. He will remodel and in- 
stall new projection and screen 
equipment. 


Bowser, Sturdivant Upped 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
Charles Skouras has promoted two 
of his district managers—George 
Bowser and B. V. Sturdivant—to di- 
visional responsibilities. Both are 


f th x West Coast district. | 
Sows 186 | as M-G Denver field representative 


Bowser is now looking after 
houses in Southern California and 
Arizona, and Sturdivant has been 


given supervision of the chain’s thea- 
tres in Northern California. 


Harris P. Wolfberg, St. 
trict manager, is no longer with 
Metro after 25 years with the com- 
pany. it was announced at the salgs 
confab here. No reason was given 
for his sudden departure from the 
firm. 

No successor will be appointed, it 
having been decided to assign the St. 
Louis, Cincinnati and Indianapolis 
branches, which he supervised, to 
other district managers. ' 


Win Evictien Suit 
5 Denver, Dec. 21. 
Damages of $6,286 awarded Fox 
Intermountain Theatres in U. S. dis- 
trict court. Fox Theatres was forced 


Herr an _Reule_into 


out of offices in the Paramount 
building when the Government took 
over an adjoining building and 
overlapped into their: offices. The 


15th Street Investment Company, 
owners of building, was awarded 
$3,553. 


H. E. Frye reopening the Lyman 
at Lyman, Neb. 

Howard Campbell, assistant book- 
er, boosted to office manager and 
booker at Warners exchange, with 
booker 
post. 


Baldridge’s New Berth 
Memphis, Dec. 21. 

Tommy Baldridge has quit the Va- 
riety Club stewardship to take over 
publicity and exploitation for United 
Artists in the St. Louis territory. 

Bill Kemp, assistant manager at 
Loew’s State, appointed relief man- 
ager for Loew’s Southern circuit, 
with headquarters in Memphis. 

Local filmites tossed a party at 
the Variety Club for Robert John- 
son, film editor and critic for The 
Press-Scimitar, on the eve of his de- 
parture for Army induction at Camp 
Shelby, Miss., last week. 


Huffman Back to Denver Post 
Robert W. Huffman, who resigned 


several months ago to join the U. S. 
Maritime Service, got honorable dis- 
charge and back to former assign- 
ment. 


Dunn Goes to Margoiies 

Jim Dunn, formerly with 20th-Fox 
homeoffice publicity staff, is working 
on ‘Coastal Command’ as his first 
exploitation-publicity job for the Al 
Margolies publicity office. Film is 
being distributed by RKO. 

Flock of radio tieups are being 
worked out on ‘Command.’ 


Chain’s 8th Anni 
Springfield, Mass., Dec. 21. 

Western Massachusetts Theatres, 
Inc., this week celebrating eighth 
anniversary. The chain, which in- 
cludes the Paramount, Arcade and 
Broadway in this city, and 15 others 
as far north as Brattleboro, Vt.. was 
organized by Nathan E. Goldstein, 
present president. 
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omedies, and once they go for an 
‘American film star they go all the 
way. There were four pictures of 
Ginger Rogers playing at one time 
in Caleutta. India boasts of many 
glittering film houses, which are as 
sood and lavish as any we have in 
America. They all contain a res- 
taurant and bar, serving delicious 
food: In the middle of a feature 
film there is always a 30-minute 
break for one to get a bite to eat, a 
cup of tea and cakes or a drink. 
Scotch may still be gotten, but ter- 
ribly expensive. 

Many houses show a first-run 
American film in the morning, and 
another in the evening. Filmgoers 
in the morning have breakfast in the 
theatre, and if they wish it served 
to their seats while they see the 
picture. The prices run about 50c 
on the average for a decent seat, 
with gallery running about 35c. 

The Dooley Wilson of India 

Night club business is sensational 
in Calcutta and Bombay. You have 
to wait in line for hours to get a 
table and the clubs that are run- 
ning are as big as the Hurricane and 
Billy Rose’s. The ace night club draw 
is an American Negro, Teddy Weath- 
erford, who has been in India and 
the Far East for 19 years. This is a 
terrific story. When he was over 
here for years he determined to go 
back to America as soon as he saved 
a certain Sum of money. It took 
him 15 years to do so. He booked 
passage to England, planning to stop 
in London for a few weeks and then 
back to his home town, Bluefield, 
West Virginia, to show the folks that 
he had made good. Two days out 
of India war was declared and he 
had to return to Calcutta, where he 
leads the band nightly at the Grand 
hotel, the best in the town. He 
plans to be on the first boat leaving 
here when the war's over, and who 
can blame him? He really can tickle 
those ivories and loves to play all 
the oldies for the Americans. 

(The Late) Clark Robinson’s Show 

Clark Robinson, who was a cap- 
tain in special services here in India, 
has just been upped to major. Rob- 
inson produced a terrific show with 
all GI talent, calling it ‘Hum Happy.’ 
What a title for Mike Todd, eh? In 
it is Al Roth, who also assisted Rob- 
inson on the show. Roth was in 
the WOR artists bureau. Also in the 
show is Jack Newman, of the St. 
Louis Municipal Opera, and a bunch 
of GI’s who had never been on the 
Stage before. They have been such 
a terrific hit that they are slated to 
go to America and play all the Air 
Corps installations. 

(Since written, news of Major 
Robinson’s death in action has been 
received in the U. S.—Ed) 

Also proving a GI favorite is 
Rollie Beck, former burlesque come- 
dian, idol of the show-starved boys 
carrying on against the Japs under 
the most harrowing conditions. High 
on the favorite list is Ray Hulse, a 
250-lb. lad from Baltimore, whose 


Fakirs Out-Fake Fakers 


Continued from page 1 


years in Syracuse and Rochester is 
in India as is also Paul Kraus, 3d, 
who formerly managed the Univ. of 
Indiana Playhouse. 


Charlie Sievert There 


Came over on the boat with 
Charlie Sievert, former nitery editor 
of the N. Y. World-Telegram, now a 
PFC in the Air Corps. Katharine 
Lawson, who appeared with Lunt 
and Fontanne in several shows, is a 
new arrival in India and heading 
one of the Red Cross offices. She’s 
proving a swell trouper and getting 
things done, 

Most outfits try to stage a dance, 
once a month or two months, and if 
they are very lucky have live musi- 
cians playing for them. There are 
plenty of musicians available, but no 
instruments. A sax, second hand, 
costs $200 in Calcutta, if you can 
find one. When no musicians are 
playing, the good ole wheezy phono- 
graph carries on, with cracked rec- 
ords rasping the hit tunes of two or 
three seasons ago. There is such a 
crying need for late records! I know 
none have been made for a year due 
to the Petrillo ban, but the ones of 
the year before that would be most 
welcome. Gals are harder to find to 
attend the dances than the needle in 
the haystack. Sometimes if you are 
lucky, the Red Cross can scare up 
three or four gals, who often come 
from 50 to 60 miles and have to 
dance with hundreds of enlisted men. 


American magazines and papers, 
when they get here, are from three 
to four months late. But better late 
than never, for the lads who receive 
them avidly eat up all the hometown 
news. 


BESA’s Show Biz Pitch 


An organization whose prestige is 
leaping ahead is the BESA. That's 
a civilian organization, presenting 
British enlisted men and musicians 
in touring shows, playing American 
and British camps as well. It’s com- 
parable to our USO. These lads are 
really ‘tekay.’ Many of them have 
been on the stage and are grateful 
for the chance that the Bengal En- 
tertainments Services Ass’n gives 
them in detaching them from their 
organizations and playing for- the 
GI’s and Tommys. BESA started in 
Aug. of 1942 in Calcutta: Now it 
has its own theatre there, the Gar- 
rison, where they offer their musi- 
cals and dramatic shows, and they 
compare with anything that we have 
in the States. 

Joel McCrea and Joe E. Brown 
are in India entertaining the boys 
and Al Jolson is rumored as coming 
over upon recovering from his ill- 
ness. Harry Barris, one of the orig- 
inal Rhythm Boys (Bing Crosby, Al 
Rinker and Barris). who were stand- 
bys with ‘Pops’ Whiteman for years, 
is also in India, as is Capt. Mike 
Frankovich, the former all-American 
football player, now a Special Serv- 
ice officer. 

Addison Bailey, for years Eddie 


original songs and his manner of 


presenting them” nas 
from one end of india to the other. 


Jimmy Wensley, who worked fcr 


Davis’ piano player, who arrived 
year as aw Corp, has dene 
such swell rk that he received a 
direct commis:. '*, and is now Spe- 


Wheaties” and “Breakfast of Champions” are 
registered trade marks of General Mills, Inc. 


/ 
Z 


“My advice to you, Sir, is to 
until you’ve had 

What he needs is a General 
herman tank. ... No, Wheaties 
alone can’t rebuild the shattered 
chassis. But in the early morning 


be 


return to your wife—but not 

your Wheaties.”’ 

Wheaties can help revive the faint- 
ing will-to-live. Ayem Lost Souls 
may even become Eager Beavers 
upon absorbing Wheaties. 
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cial Service Officer in China for the 
14th Air Force. 

The crying need for the boys in 
India is flesh entertainment, espe- 
cially gals, and newer and brighter 
pictures. The ones we have seen 
are at least a year old. And tell the 
boys to drop by for a visit one of 
these Japunhappy days. 


STREETCAR STOPPAGE 
NO HELP TO MPLS. LOOP 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Curtailment of street car and bus 
service because of the action of the 
streetcar employee’s union in stop- 
ping all overtime work spells another 
headache for loop theatres already 
suffering much grief because of the 
flu epidemic, extreme cold and the 
usual pre-Christmas slump. It was 
announced that after-theatre trans- 
portation would have to be cut up 
to 50%. The union took its ‘no over- 
time’ action in protest against the 
war labor board’s failure to confirm 
a long-standing arbitration award of 
an 8c an hour wage increase, retro- 
active to Jan. 1. 

Gas rationing has caused many car 
owners to put up their machines for 
the winter, always a severe season 
here, and the dependence upon street 
car and bus transportation has been 
the heaviest in all local history since 
the automobile age started. 

The film industry anticipates that 
the development will bring boxoffice 
suffering in its wake. Below zero 
temperatures, snow and ice are not 
conducive to theatregoing when 
transportation is not readily avail- 
able. 


Studio Contracts 
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Frank Fenton and Lynn Root con- 
tracted as writing team at RKO. 

Johnny Weissmuller signed by Sol 
Lesser for three pictures. 

Melville Burke, production assist- 
ant, optioned by RKO. 

Adelaide Norris drew player ticket 


at Paramount.. 

Edward Dmytryk, director, 
newed by RKO. 

Steve Winston's player contract re- 
newed by RKO. 


re- 


Dorothy Day drew player pact at 


Metro. 

Susan Hayward renewed by Par- 
amount. 

Tom Burton’s acting option lifted 
by RKO. 

Barbara Hale inked player pact 
at RKO. 

Sydney Greenstreet’s option lifted 
by Warners. 

Colleen Townsend's minor contract 
with Warners approved by court? 

Harry Clay’s player option taken 
up by RKO. 

Robert Anderson, actor, renewed 
by RKO. 

Peggy O’Neill’s player option 
lifted by Charles R. Rogers. 

Marcia Lenack handed player con- 
tract by Gregor Rabinovitch, 

Harald Ramond inked player pact 
with Charles R. Rogers. 

Johnny Coy’s player option picked 


un hy Paraman.it 


Jo Carrol Dennison drew acting 


ticket at 20th-Fox. 
Peggy Ann Garner renewed by 
20th-Fox. 


Larsson Heads Boothmen 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Projectionists Local 150 swept the 
old IATSE leaders out of office by an 
overwhelming vote at the annual 
election. 

E. W. Larsson beat E. C. Hamilton 
for the presidency, 244 to 96, and 
George Shaffer was elected business 
manager over E. L. Robbins by 242 
to 98. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 

Metro bought Fairfax Downey’s 
biography of Richard Harding Davis, 
novelist and war correspondent. 

Columbia acquired screen rights to 
‘U-Boat Prisoner,’ by Archie Gibbs. 

Monogram bought ‘The Right to 
Live,’ tale of social problems, by 
James Fielding. 

RKO purchased ‘Capricornia,’ trop- 
ical novel by Xavier Herbert. 

Charles E. Hewitt sold his juvenile 
delinquency yarn, ‘Youth Gone 
Wild,’ to Monogram. 

Warners bought ‘Made in Heaven,’ 
unproduced legit play by Muriel 
Roy Bolton. 

RKO purchased Alan MHynd’s 
novel, ‘Betrayal from the East.’ 

Metro acquired ‘Jennie Was a 
Lady,’ original story by George Op- 
penheim and Charles Lederer. 

John Houseman sold ‘The Valley 
of Decision’ to Paramount. 

George Pal, Paramount 
bought Jack Miller’s ‘The Big Rock 


Candy Mountain’ for a Puppeteon. 


Meonlight in Vermont 
titude of Vivian Austin, ard vuppy- 
love attentions of Malone. Wien the 
farm need» hands she returns home, 
to be followed by the students to 
help with the harvesting. It’s natural 
that the kids turn in also to stage a 
show for the ruralites as excuse for 
presenting a few production turns. 

Malone, juvenile performer who 
displays possibilities of sticking 
around pictures for some time with 
good personaiity and footwork, needs 
better takeoff than this one Miss 
Jean is also under wraps in both the 
acting and singing lines; and other 
cast members are handicapped by 
forced theatrics of the script and di- 
rection. Best of group of songs con- 
tributed by Inez James and Sidney 
Miller is ‘Be a Good, Good Girl,’ but 
it’s too weak for pop 

a 


Up With the Lark 
(BRITISH-MADE) 
* (Songs) 
London, Dec. 1. 


New Realm Pictures production and re- 


lease. Directed by Phil Brandon. Stars 
Iithel Revnell, Gracie West. Screenplay, 
James Seymour from original story by Val 
Valentine. At Rialto, London, Nov. 25, ’43. 
Running time, 83 MENS, 

Ian Fleming 


if you can picture Martha Raye 
teamed with Gracie Allen (of Burns 
and Allen) you'll get the rough idea 
of this one. Ethel Revnell and 
Gracie West have been wowing ‘em 
in BBC broadcasts years now in an 
act they call ‘The Long and Short of 
It, and New Realm Pictures has 
starred them in ‘Up With the Lark’ 
to cash in on a ready-made British 
market. The flick may @o as well in 
this country as a similar attempt by 
RKO to put Amos ’n’ Andy across on 
the American screen, but its chances 
in American houses rate less than 
that one. 

Against a background of Black 
Market operations Miss Revnell (tall 
and ‘goofy’) and Miss West (smaller 
and ‘dumb’) do their stuff as detec- 
tives disguised as Land Army girls. 
The mess they make includes every 
slapstick gag ever invented. 

Production is adequate, and Phil 


Film Reviews 
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Brandon’s direction is as good as the 
story deserves. 

Of seven songs, ‘A Place in the 
Sun for Everyone’ and ‘You’re a 
Sweetheart in a Million’ are good. 


Overland Mail Rebbery 


Republic release of Louis Gray produc- 
tien. Directed by John English. Features 
Wild Bill Elliott. George ‘Gabby’ Hayes, 
Anne Jeffreys. Story and screenplay, Robe 
ert Yost; camera, John MacBurnie: editor, 
Charles Craft; music, Mort Glickman. At 
New York, N. Y., week Dec. 14, 43, dual. 
Running time, 56 MINS, 


John Patterwon:........... Weldon Heyburn 
Rey Barcroft 
Nancy Gay 
Peter Michael 
Sheriff...... Tom London 


This is a standard addition to the 
Wild Bill Elliott western series, 
Hackneyed plot and static direction 
make this just a filler on the duals. 

Story deals with an effete east- 
erner who goes west to take over the 
family stagecoach line coveted by a 

ang headed by aii innocent-appear- 
ing but hard-as-a-nut mother of a 
crocked brood. With the aid of El- 
liott, friend of the easterner’s mur- 
dered brother, Peter Michael, as the 
easterner, manages to defeat the 
gang and win the girl, Anne Jeffreys. 

Difficulties of the plot might have 
been overcome with more paceful 
oa and less standard action 
shots. 


Schary’s Soldier Yarn 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 


First production by Dore Schary 
under his new pact with Vanguard 
Films will be ‘Double Furlough,’ co- 
starring Joan Fontaine and Joseph 
Cotten. 

Picture, directed by John Crom- 
well, deals with a soldier’s return 
after the war. 


W. E.’S 50c DIVVY 


Western Electric Co. directors de- 
clared 50c cash dividend on common. 

It’s payable Dec. 30 to stock on 
record Dec. 23. 


N an York Theatres 


AND HIS OR 


> 
set ROX Y 
LOEW's 
State In Person 
_23 , Georgie AULD 
and ORCH 


3 BIG BANDS! 


SAMUEL GOLDWYN'S 
THE NORTH STAR 
NEW VICTORIA > RKO PALACE 


B'WAY & 46th — Daily, SWAT 6 47th 
2:45, 8:45. Mots. (excep? 
Sats., Suns., Hols.) 75¢, 
$1.10. Eves., $1.10-$2.20. 
Extra shows Sots., Suns., 
Hels. — Ci 6-7429 


formences Popy- 
fer priced cun. 
DoorsopenIam 


Cerethy Dick Victer 
LAMOUR POWELL MOORE 


in. “RIDING HIGH” 


A Paramount Picture 
IN TECHMICOLOR 


in Person 
TOMMY DORSEY aad Band 


PARAMOUNT Times Square 


M-G-M’'s Technicolor BRITO 
“FHOUSAN ro @ 
CHEER’ | Johnny 
30 STARS! BURKE 


ON THE SCREEN 
Starting Thursday 


Pius Hetty. 
NAMED JOE’! wood of 


b 
Laughton Yo Ho’ing 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Charles Laughton goes buccaneer- 
ing in his next Metro picture, ‘The 
Pirate,’ based on the Lunt-Fontanne 
legit play. 

Hedy Lamarr is tentatively cast as 

the femme lead. 


WEEK! 


Paramount’s 


“FOR WHOM 
THE BELL TOLLS” 


Continuous Performances from 
10:38 a.m, 


5TH WEEK 
ERROL FLYNN 
In Warner Bros, New Hit 
“NORTHERN PURSUIT” 
In Person 
GLEN GRAY 
And His Casa Loma Orch 
Extra 
WILLIE HOWARD 
THE BERRY BROS. 


& 47th St. STRAND 


RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


Spectacular Stage Productions 


“Pistol Packin’ Mama” 


A Republic Pieture 
Based on the sovg by Al Dexter 
with RUTH TERRY @ BOB LIVINGSTON 


GLOBE - - - B’way & 46th St. 


MICHAEL TODD presents 
ETHEL MAERMAN 


Staged HASSARO SHOR! 
Book by MERGER DOROTHY FIELDS 


ALVIN, West S2udSt Mats. Wed. & Sat 
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It is with a deep feeling of responsibility and pride 
that I announce my next production, 


the story of America’s first flying general 


9, 


This picture is to be produced with the cooperation 


of all the members of General Mitchell’s family and 


A share of the proceeds will go to the 


Army Air Forces’ Aid Society 


SAMUEL BRONSTON 


Now :in release thru United Artists 


“JACK LONDON” 
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PICTURES 


Steffes’ New Indie Exhib Union 
Outlines Reforms on Sunday Squawks 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. + 


The new independent exhibitor 
‘union’ headed by W. A. Steffes, vet- 
eran independent leader, has met 
here and organized a two-man griev- 
ance coramittee for settling members’ 
differences with exchanges. In ad- 
dition, a committee was appointed to 
develop the new organization’s me- 
chanics, and an overall program will 
be instituted in an endeavor to elim- 
inate industry strife. 

Steffes’ grievance committee plan 

has already been approved by 1na- 
jority of distributor sales managers 
and will aim at reaching agreement 
with distributors on film prices, in- 
dustry practices, etc. 
’ Under the plan, the exhibitor him- 
self would first try to reach an agree- 
ment with the distributor and this 
failing, the committee would act for 
him by making an investigation and 
then recommending a settlement to 
local branch managers. 

If further steps were then neces- 
sary, an appeal would be made to 
the district manager and right on up 
to the sales manager. Presently, the 
idea is to put the plan into effect for 
a three-month trial period. 

Since proposals are aimed at creat- 
ing unity among exhibitors as well 
as gaining better selling terms from 
distributors, penalties would be im- 
posed on any dissenting exhibitor 
members, with those not abiding by 
the majority’s decisions liable to 
picketing by the ‘union.’ 

Steffes said that the fact that film 
costs have been rising every year 
and promise to go still higher, in- 
dicates that indie exhibitors must 
have been on ‘the wrong track.’ 
There has been too much washing of 
the industry’s dirty linen in the trade 
press, he declared. ‘Let’s stay out of 
the trade press with our controver- 
sies and quit calling names.’ Steffes 
said. 

Organization has decided to run 
full-page newspaper ads and show 
trailers explaining to the public 
what effect the proposed new ad- 
mission tax will have on theatres 
and asking patrons to write Cong- 
ressmen if opposed to such an ad- 
mission hike. Copies of ads will be 
sent to all Congressmen. 

Theatres will also distribute post- 
cards, with the public asked whether 
it agrees with Senator Joseph Ball 
of Minnesota, who’s labeled pictures 
a ‘luxury,’ and to inform him of dif- 
ference of opinion, 


COMACHO HONORED 
BY MEX PIC INDUSTRY 


Mexico City, Dec. 14. 

President Manuel Avila Camacho 
has been gold-medaled by the film 
industry here for what he has done 
to put over the Mexican industry. 

Bestowal was made at a ceremony 
in the chief executive's office in the 
National Palace by a committee com- 
prising Salvador Elizondo, for the 
producers; Carlos Carriedo Galvan, 
manager of the business’ own bank, 
the Banco Cinematografica, and 
Miguel Zacarias, for the meggers, 
and Enrique Solis, for labor. Players 
had an attending delegation, which 
included Dolores del Rio. 


Miranda’s Peppery Pair 


Holly.wood, Dec. 21. 
Carmen Miranda will make two 
pictures for 20th-Fox in 1944, with 
options for two more in 1945. 
Lined up are two Latin-American 
yarns, ‘Chica-Chicg’ and ‘Laredo. 


Currently” Working in “Green- 


wich Village.’ 


‘Peaches’ for Trotti 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Lamar Trotti, currently washing 
up a scripting chore on ‘One World’ 
at 20th-Fox, draws a producer job 
on ‘Everything Is Peaches Down in 
Georgia’ as his next assignment. 

Meanwhile he’s readying to pro- 
duce ‘Victor Hugo,’ on which he did 
a scripting treatment. 


‘KATE’ FOR WALLACE 


, Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Richard Wallace draws the direc- 
tor assignment on ‘Kate Finnegate,’ 
based on the Booth Tarkington novel 
recently bought by Edward Small at 
a reported price of $100,000. 
Dorothy McGuire will play the 
title role if Small can make a deal 
with David O. Selznick, who hold? 
the player's contract. 


LOEW-LYONS SET 4 
PROFIT-SHARING PIX 


Producing Artists, Inc. (David 
Loew-Arthur S. Lyons) have pur- 
chased four stories to be produced 
on a profit-participation basis. Stars, 
producers, directors, composers and 
writers concerned will be in on the 
profit-sharing arrangement in con- 
nection with the four pictures, first 
of which is titled ‘Love Is Where 
You Find It.’ ‘Find It’ is an original 
comedy with music by Fritz Rotter 
and Charles O’Neal. Jerome Kern 
is to write the score for the film 
which is scheduled to go before the 
cameras March 15. 

Another PA production is to be 
‘High Spirits, by Fred Thompson, 
which is being considered as the first 
of the three Jack Benny pictures to 
be made under this setup. 

Other story properties purchased 
were ‘Singing City,” by Dan Toth- 
eroh, novel soon to be published, 
and ‘The Blackbirder,’ by Dorothy 
Hughes. 
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nouncer and newsman, is now a first 
lieutenant and squadron bombardier 
at Camp Pratt, Kan. 


H'’wood Contingent 
Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Felix Jacoves, film dialog director, 
Army. 

Charles Drake, screen actor, Army. 

Ted North, screen actor, Navy. 

Willard Sheldon, assistant film di- 
rector, Navy. 

Elliott Reid, screen actor, Army. 

Bill McCune, film casting director, 
Navy. 

John Marshall, assistant dance di- 
rector, Army. 

Eddie LeBaron, 
leader, Army. 

Emma A. DeHaven, studio secre- 
tary, WACS. 

Henry Rauch, 
Army. 

Mel Shaw, film cartoon director, 
Army. 

Bern Mariner, 
ager, Marines. 

Frank Woodruff, film director, 
Army. : 

Sidney Morris, studio technician, 
Army. 

M. M. Schneiderman, film branch 


rhumba__ band 


studio technician, 


film branch man- 


manager, Army. 
Russell Hayden, screen actor, 
Army. 


Norris Konheim, publicity and ad 
director of Robbins Music in N. Y., 
left for Navy Friday (17). He suc- 
ceeded Al Brackman, who's currently 
in the Army. 


Lt. Levin's Heroic Death 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 


Lt. Ralph Levin, 21, formerly on 
managerial staff of Regent Square 
theatre, was killed in action in Italy 
several weeks ago, his family has 
just been notified. Lt. Levin, said 
to have been the youngest graduate 
in his OCS class at Fort Benning, 
Ga., last year, was attached to an 
intelligence-reconnaisance division 
of che infantry. 

Hemilton Fitcher, 
WB’s Strand, Parkersburg, W. 


manager of 
Va., 
Ray Weber, of Penn theatre staff, 
Army. 

Charles Allen, of Superior Motion 
Picture Supply Co., Army. 


More Detroiters Tagged 
Detroit, Dec. 21. 

Clark Fields, manager of United 
Detroit's downtown Palms - State, 
Army. 

George Ellul, manager of Empress 
theatre, Navy. 

Leonard Slepski, partner in Hazel 
Park theatre, Army. 

Milton Jacobson, owner of Stone 
theatre, Army. 


Seek Larger Quarters 
For N.Y. Stage Canteen 


The American Theatre Wing is 
seeking larger Times Square quar- 
ters for the New York Stage Door 
Canteen. 

Servicemen’s center is held to be 
too small. 


ECHO OF BIOFF TRIAL 
IN CHI LICENSE PLEA 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Echoes of the Bioff racket trial 
in New York reached the council 
chambers last weeK when suggestions 
were offered to raise motion picture 
theatre licenses above the 10% in- 
crease they will pay in a new ordi- 
nance recently passed. 

Ald. John J. Duffy, in advocating a 
fee of 75c on each seat, which, he 
pointed out, would bring $262,500 
from the 350,000 theatre seats in the 
city, as compared to the $150,000 
paid at present, made references to 
the Bioff case. ‘The motion picture 
industry, according to testimony 
given in the trial now going on in 
New York, has been paying: off: mil- 
lions to Bioff and his henchmen,’ he 
stated, ‘and can well afford an in- 
crease. We have the right to levy 
3% of their gross receipts, but I am 
not suggesting that.’ 

Mayor Kelly immediately chal- 
lenged Duffy’s remarks by saying, 
‘The moving picture theatres of Chi- 
cago are doing a marvelous moraie 
job. They are performing a patri- 
otic duty here in giving away 20,000 
tickets a week to men in the armed 
forces. They make seats available to 
service men at reduced prices, sac- 
rificing thousands of dollars a week. 
Just because the film industry has 
been blackened by someone in Hol- 


.|lywood, and some of it has back- 


| washed into .Chicago, is no reason 
i theatres here should be condemned 
discriminated against.’ 

Ald. James F. Kovarik offered an 
ordinance to license motion picture 
theatres on a basis of 1% of their 
gross receipts for theatres with less 
than 1,000 seats; 2% for from 1,000 
to 2,000 seats, and 3% for more than 
2,000. Both Ald. Duffy’s and Ko- 
varik’s suggestions were referred to 
the committee on licenses. 


Mpls. Says It Proves 
Something That ’43 Saw 
No Consent Complaints 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Indicative of the apparent fact that 
Twin City and other independent ex- 
hibitors in this territor, just about 
have given up on the arbitration set 
up by the consent decree as a means 
of righting alleged industry injus- 
tices, there hasn’t been a complaint 
filed during the entire year. 

However, that doesn’t mean that 
exhibitors hereabouts are happy and 
contented. The truth is that per 
square inch there’s probably more 
disgruntlement and lack of unity in 
this area than anywhere else in the 
entire country. But the exhibitors 
just aren't taking their grievances to 
arbitration. 

It’s all because the present arbi- 
tration is a ‘joke? as far as helping 
exhibitors to rectify wrongs is con- 
cerned, independent ieaders say. The 
rules under which arbitration oper- 
ates are so restricted that exhibitors 
can't go to it for a specific run or to 
have matters of film prices and per- 
centage, the bones of most conten- 
tion, ironed out, the leaders point 
out, 

In all, since the establishment of 
arbitration, the total of complaints 
filed have been less than a half- 
dozen and only three of these have 
gone as far as hearings. 


Arg. Censors Still 
Balk at ‘Graves,’ ‘Hail’ 


Argentina censors refuse to ap- 
prove either ‘Five Graves to Cairo’ 
or ‘So Proudly We Hail’ for showing 
in this admittedly pro-Axis govern- 
ment country, but Paramount this 


week was reported going ahead with 


its fight to get both pictures freed 
for distribution there. 

‘Five Graves’ is being held up be- 
cause it allegedly violates Argen- 
tina’s so-called strict neutrality. 


Back on His Feet 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Russell Hayden hopped off his cow 
pony at Columbia to make three pic- 
tures to be produced by Bill Pine 
and Bill Thomas for Paramount re- 
lease. 

First of the non-cowboy trio is 
‘Gambler's Choice,” an underworld 
yarn. 


Patricia Reis’ Anni 


Patricia Reis, executive assistant 
to Howard Dietz, M-G vice-president 
in charge of advertising and public- 
ity, this week celebrated her 2ist 
anniversary with Loew’s, Inc. Miss 


Reis has been associated with Dietz 
since joining the company. 


By ED BARRY 


Branding contention of bribery a 
counterfeit defense, and asking the 
jurors to take the facts at face value, 
Boris Kostelanetz, special U. 5. 
prosecutor in the $1,000,000 film 
shakedown trial, asked for con- 
viction of the seven defendants 
yesterday (Tues.) in closing sum- 
mation of the Government's case. He 
characterized them as Chicago hood- 
lums, spawned of the Al Capone 
mob, and tied up his contentions 
with previous testimony showing 
they had maintained contact with 
their erstwhile boss at his Florida 
manse, before and after the heat was 
on. Judge John Bright will charge 
the jury and submit the case for 
their consideration today (Wed.). 


Kostelanetz wove a neat web 
around all seven defendants, ac- 
centuating the position of each, and 
the parts >layed in victimizing film 
moguls to submit to their extortion- 
ate demands, or else. He neither 
minced words nor pulled punches in 
his word pictures of the septet of 
parasites as presented to the jury. 


He characterized Louis Kaufman, 
Newark labor leader as a front for 
Longy Zwillman, notorious mobster 
who was the Jersey key in the 
nationwide shakedown octopus. ‘Here 
was a trusted union man getting $250 
a week and ‘presents galore from 
men he represented. If he didn’t 
front for Zwillman he wouldn't be 
there. He then tied up Paul De 
Lucia, as boss of Chicago Local 101, 
JATSE. without portfolio, who not 
only controlled the business agents 
of that union but collected half their 
salary as well, which went into the 
coffers of the mob. 


Francis Maritote was characterized 
a$ ‘the mob’s muscle man who was 
diverted to,Nate Barger’s payroll at 
$200 a week so that he could con- 
tinue operation of Rialto burlesque, 
Chicago.’ 

Philip D’Andrea was characterized 
as former owner of questionable 
resorts and gambling dens and 
former employer of Willie Bioff who, 
it’s claimed, took him in on the 
shakedown plot out of gratitude for 
past favors. Charles Gio and Johnny 
Rosselli were also tied in with the 
mobsters via evidence recounted in 
the summation. 


Continuing, Kostelanetz said: 
‘George Browne had an enviable and 
clean record in labor until he tied in 
with the mob. He was ambitious to 
head the IATSE. He was elected, 
but when he found what he was up 
against when the mob moved in he 
has regretted it since.’ 

Kostelanetz then touched upon 2 
meeting in Chi after Browne's elec- 
tion when De Lucia, Frank Nitti, 
Louis Campagna and Nick Circella 
told Browne and Bioff, ‘We're in for 
50% of everything. This dough 
you've been getting around here is 
chicken feed. The real dough is out 
on the Coast. You guys get busy and 
get some. We'll send Johnny (Ros- 
selli) out to check up on you. This 
is exactly as it happened. A well- 
conceived plot of extortion. Where's 
an essence of bribery? I don’t find 
it, and I’m sure you won't. 

‘The film men who testified for the 
Government were abused and pic- 
tured as vultures by the defense. 


demands ci these extortionists. They 
knew through mobsters control of 
Bio amt Browne they couht nave 
suffered losses through strikes, van- 
dalism and who knows what else. 
They knew the reputation of the 
mobsters and feared them. Yet they 
were sufficiently courageous to aid 
the Government in this case. If 
their efforts are fruitful they will 
have done a great public service in 
wresting labor control from this 
band of hoodlums.’ 

Trial has consumed 11 weeks of 
court days. 

James D. C. Murray, chief defense 
counsel, teed off his overall summa- 
tion in behalf of the seven defend- 
ants, consuming the entire day 
Thursday (16). Murray led the jurors 
through a maze of Government tes- 
timony, telling thern they would have 
to decide whether the defendants 
| were guilty of extortion or had been 
| bribed. 
| Murray let go with both barrels 
|at Willie Bioff, whom he character- 


' Ananias reincarnated.’ He scoffed at 


They broke no faw in submitting to” 


ized as the ‘hell’s fire-seared soul of | 
‘ tory. 


Film Shakedown Case Goes to Jury 
Today; Gov't Sticks By ‘Extortion’ 
Charges, Defense Calls It ‘Bribery’ 


the extortion charges, which he 
charged the Government has not sus- 
tained, and ridiculed the idea that a 
military man of the stamp of Major 
Albert Warner would fear ‘a slimy, 
pudgy little pimp like Bioff.’ 

‘Herb Sorrell wasn’t afraid of 
Bioff,, Murray continued. He teld 
you on the stand what had been go- 
ing. on. between Bioff and the high 
moguls of filmdom, both in New 
York and on the west coast. He also 
told you that when his union was not 
part of the basic agreement, and he 
appealed to Pat Casey for wage rises 
for members of the Painters Union, 
Casey told him to take it up with 
Bioff. Later, when he met Bioff, it 
was in Casey’s office, wasn't it? 
Willie told him he could get him $65,- 
000 from the producers and he could 
do what he liked with it—meaning 
he could keep it. But Herb Sorrell 
was a different kind of labor leader 
than Bioff or Browne. 

‘If there’s any semblance of con- 
spiracy in this case,’ continued Mur- 
ray, ‘it was a conspiracy upon part 
of the film moguls to control the la- 
bor situation in theatres and studios 
via Bioff and his stooge-president of 
the IATSE, George Browne. Both 
had done good jobs in 1935 for Bala- 
ban in Chicago and Nick Schenck in 
New York. They had sold out the 
projectionists and other members of 
their own union. The producers ap- 
proached them when their gluttonous 
pocketbooks were in peril, and re- 
warded them with a small pittance 
in comparison to monies saved the 
industry through chicanery of both 
film heads and the firm of Bioff and 
Browne. And now they tell you they 
were afraid. Afraid of what? Being 
prosecuted for bribing organized 
labor! 

‘Conspiracy te Bribe’ 

“When you balance the scales and 
see who benefited most you'll find 
that the Schencks, Warners, Bala- 
bans, Keoughs, et. al., cut the larger 
melon. If there was any conspiracy 
whatsoever in this case, it was not 
to extort but a conspiracy to bribe, 
which was spawned by Balaban in 
Chicago, nurtured by Nick Schenck 
in New York and coddled by the rest 
of them in California. If the Gov- 
ernment’s case must rely on testi- 
mony of convicts like Bioff and 
Browne, then I say they have no 
case. Both have practically ad- 
mitted on this stand that they hope 
to be rewarded by shorter sentences. 
Why, Bioff has been practically a 
U. S. attorney without portfolio dur- 
ing this case. He has had the run of 
the building unshackled, sans guards, 
interviewing and directing Govern- 
ment witnesses in a manner un- 
heard of until now. I know you 
ladies and gentlemen are not going 
to be hoodwinked by this smoke- 
screen of extortion conjured up by 
Schenck, the arch-conspirator—Nick, 
the fixer, so that filmdom’s greats 
might escape prosecution for bribery 
and income tax evasions. I am con- 
fident you will be fair and acquit.’ 

Christiansen Takes Over 

Oscar Christiansen then took over 
summation on bchalf of John Ros- 
selli, disclaiming any conspiracy 
participation of his client. He 
poinied up that the records showed 
he had worked as confidential! aide to 
Casey, the producers labor relations 
contact, for a salary of $200 a week. 

A. Bradley Eben, summing up for 
Charles Gioe, Francis Maritoie and 
Phiiip D'Andrea, concurrec with 
| Murray that the conspiracy and ex- 


tuction~ charges: are fantastic “and a” 


means to save the producers from 
prosecution. He also touched on the 
Nathan Barger-Chicago Rialto bur- 
lesque affair. 

Refuting Barger’s shakedown tes- 
timony, Eben stated: ‘Barger would 
| have you believe he was a victim of 
extortion. The facts are quite dif- 
ferent. Barger lost his license after 
being raided for projecting an inde- 
cent performance. He knew Phil 
D’Andrea had strong political con- 
nections and he contacted him for 
aid in having his license restored. 

J. B. Wegman then summed up 
for Louis Kaufman, business agent 
of Newark local 244. Wegeman tried 
to break down previous Government 
testimony anent shakedown of War- 
ner theatres in Newark area, insist- 
ing there was not the slightest proof 
against his client. 

Incidentally, Kaufman was reelect- 
ed business agent of the local for 
third term last week in a 3 to 1 vic- 
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Mutual Report Indicates $14,000,000 
B.0. in “43—40% Boost Over 42 


Mutual's sales for the current year, 
will exceed $14,000,000, representing 
gain over 1942, according to a 
published company report just re- 
leased, called ‘1943 in Review.’ 

In booklet form, the report was 
eompiled for distribution to about 
5,000 ad agencies, sponsors, affiliate 
stations and others. It covers the 
whole Mutual setup and progress, 
with blurbs on programming, war ac- 
tivity efforts and public service. Call 
letters of affiliates are listed, as are 
company execs. 

Oddity is that net’s sales only hit 
the previous year’s average during 
the first three months of 1943. Up- 
swing started in April, and sales 
mounted steadily in subsequent 
months. By October, sales exceeded 
total cumulative business of preced- 
ing year. 

In the way of war effort programs, 
Mutual broadcast 1,468 during the 
year. 

In cooperation with the Army, net 
broadcast 305 programs; Navy, 298, 
and Treasury, 75. 

The net’s present hookup of 211 
stations includes 36 in the Radio Mil 
ot Mexico, which, added to the do- 
mestic setup, gives Mutual outlets in 
the U. S., Mexico, Canada and Ha- 
waii. Something new in a Program 
Operating Board was inaugurated in 
1943. Idea is to improve program- 
ming, and five key station program 
heads huddle monthly with network 
officials, with an eye toward purchas- 
ing and developing desirable pro- 
gram material. 

Miller McClintock, head of the net, 
in a short foreword to the booklet, 
expresses a desire on behalf of Mu- 
tual ‘to serve in a broadening and 
more effective manner the business 
fraternity, the interests of the Ameri- 
can public-and the vast objectiv es of 
our war effort.’ 


Orson Welles Show 
Set But Only 11 Coast 
Outlets Now Available 


ARCH OBOLER 
Treats With the 


‘Future of Creative Radio 


Writing’ 
In 


VARIETY’s 


Post-War Show Business 
Number 


(38th Anniversary) 


Orson Welles-Rita Hayworth radio 
show for Socony-Vacuum definitely 
debuts Jan. 12 on CBS, but until CBS 
clears eastern and midwestern time 
will find outlet on only 11 west coast 
stations. Program will originate in 
N. Y. at 12:30 a.m. and is to be piped 
west for airing at 9:30 pm. Jimmy 
Durante will guest on the _ initial 
while Claudia Morgan and 


W 


Paul Baron’s orchestra will be per- | 
manent residents. Pearson and White 


will write the show, Jack Johnstone ' 
will direct. 

During the second audition of the 
program last week both Welles and 
Miss Haywerth collapsed with flu; 


later Dan Seymour announcer passed | 


out the same way, aithough they 
managed to complete the audition. 
Welles was still not well enough (he 


Hope Now First 
In Hooper Ratings 


The Fibber McGee program main- 
tained its 32.4 rating in the Dec. 15 
Hooper analysis, but dropped into 
second place as Bob Hope marked up 
33.1 to lead the commercial parade. 
Hope’s last rating was 31,2. Jack 
Benny jumped from sixth to fourth 
place in the current listing, climbing 
over ‘Lux Radio Theatre’ and the 
‘Aldrich Family,’ who topped him in 
the previous chart. The Edgar 
Bergeu-Charlie McCarthy show re- 
mained in the third spot with a 29.5 
rate as against a November figure 
of 29.2. 

Hooper ratings revealed a figure of 
31.7 for ‘sets in use,’ representing an 
increase of almost 5° over the Nov. 
20 figure. Average rating is up 3% 
from last report. 

The first 10 shows for the period, 


Dec. 1 to 7, were: 
Fibber McGee. 32-4 
Charlie McCarthy. 29.5 
Aldrich Family ..... 
Morgan - Brice....... 
*Eddie Cantor........ 
“Winchell 22.2 

*—tied for 9th. 


Ex-NBC Script Fd. With 
Paratroopers in Sicily 


Brice Disque, formerly assistant 
.script editor of NBC before he en- 
listed in the Army nearly two years 
lago, was with the air-borne trans- 
}port service that dropped initial 
|American paratroopers in Sicily. 
Disque now is a major in the troop 
|carrier division. He had _ trained 
here in the south before going over- 
‘seas, 


had 104 fever) Sunday (19) to do a | 


scheduled guest shot with Fred Allen 
and he was replaced by James Mel- 
ton. Whether he will go on for Allen 


and the Philco-‘Variety’ show this 
Sunday (25) depends on his re- 
covery. 


Clapper’s Sub This Time 
Likely to Be Gunnison 


Royal Arch Gunnison will prob- 
ably sub for 


Xmas: Nazi Style 
Washington, Dec. 21. 
Nazi Danzig radio is putting 
on dramatic skits for local con- 


sumption,. suggesting air raid 
shelter equipment for Xmas 
gifts. 


One sketch had ah actor urg- 
ing the purchase of footstools to 
be used in shelters. Another 
actor commented he had per- 
suaded his own children to make 
a combination ‘candlestick and 
matchbox set’ for use in a shel- 
ter ‘if the electric light fails.’ 


New Air Show 


To Star Brisson 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

New program, titled ‘Continental 
Club of 1944,’ is being put together 
by the Music Corp. of America for 
an unnamed sponsor, Show will star 
Carl Brisson with Jack Cusick and 
Carl Gass as the writers. 

Format of the show will deal with 
historical and modern events that 
radically influenged the lives and 
habits of people all over the world. 
First shows will deal with the devel- 
opment of musical comedy and how 
it was handled 75 years ago and the 
origin of the opera. Drama, humor 
and music will be used on the show. 


Autolite-Oboler Show 
To Replace Goodyear 
Tues. ‘Salute’ on NBC 


Arch Oboler’s new dramatie series 
in which Ronald Colman will be 


starred tees off on NBC late next 
month in the Tuesday early evening 
spot being vacated by Goodyear’s 
‘Salute to Youth.” The Colman show 
for Autolite will be aired at 7:30 p.m. 
EWT with likely repeat of half-hour 
stanza for Coast. 

Gordon Jenkins, musical director 
during auditions of Oboler’s latest 
opus, seems set for the permanent 
baton-wielding assignment. Nate 
Tufts, West Coast head of Ruthrauff 
and Ryan, has not yet picked a pro- 
ducer. 


Lucille Manners No 


For the first time in the seven 
years she’s been pacted to star in 
the NBC Friday night Cities Service 
program, Lucille Manners will be 
permitted to do guest shots on other 
air shows, under terms of a clause 
included in a renewal contract just 
signed for 1944. Heretofore her con- 
tract with Cities Service was on an 
‘exclusive’ basis, 

New pact, marking the start of her 
eighth year on the program, goes 
into effect Jan. 28. Foote, Cone & 
Belding is the agency, with the Na- 
tional Concert Artists Corp. repre- 


senting Miss Manners in the deal, 


the latter’s two-night-a-week Mutual | 
prograrn for White Owl, when Clap-: 
per leaves for the South Pacific war | 


zones. Gunnison’s regular MBS sus- 
taining series begins tonight (22). 

It’ll be Clapper’s second overseas 
trip. Previously he was in Sweden, 
Africa and England. 


De Castro’s New Chore 


Allen de Castro, in addition to his 
daytime playback stint for Mutual, 
has taken on additional duties in 
the MBS commercial sales depart- 
ment. 

DeCastro’s 
working 
salesmen. 


new job 
up auditioning 


embraces 
ideas for 


Hackett With Kendall Agcy. 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
An ever-increasing number of 


Raymond Clapper on | Public service type of shows will 


gain commercial sponsorsiuip in the 
months 4o.ceme and particularly in 
the post-war era, according to James 
L. Stirton, central division manager 
of the Blue network. The sponsor- 
ship of the Boston Symphony or- 
chestra by the Allis Chalmers Co. 
is the most recent illustration of a 
trend that has become more and 
more apparent in the past few 
months, Stirton pointed out. 

‘With a greater number of public 
service programs sponsored, there 
will be a reduction in the number 
of such programs offered on a sus- 
taining basis,’ said Stirton, ‘The 
Blue network is now carrying a 
heavy schedule of war message pro- 
grams; after the war many of these 
programs will be replaced by public 
service programs in other fields, but 
in the interest of good program 
balance, war service shows will be 


Cecil H. Hackett, former WINS | replaced in part by programs of an 


managing director, has joined the entertainment nature. 


Abbott Kendall agency as v.p. 
charge of new biz and sales. 


‘In the public 


in | service field, emphasis will be placed 


on the development of fewer pro- 


Blue Exec Sees Many Public Service 
Shows Going Commercial After War 


grams, but programs of higher 
quality and stronger listener appeal.’ 

In the immediate post-war period, 
the Blue web plans to devote con- 
siderable attention to straight ‘serv- 
ice’ proprams,. especially. during the 
daytime. ‘The Baby Institute’ series, 
providing authoritative medical ad- 
vice to mothers of small children, is 
an example of the type of shows the 
Blue plans to develop. 

Increased development of pro- 
grams in which ‘educational’ ma- 
terials are worked into straight en- 
tertainment rather than ‘educational’ 
programs intended for use in school 
classrooms is another programming 
phase being developed by the Blue. 

‘The war has demonstrated the 
effectiveness with which war mes- 
sages can be presented in entertain- 
ment programs, with the ‘message’ 
worked into and constituting a part 
of the entertainment. The same 
principle can apply in the field of 
education. ‘In several of the Blue 


programs for children now on the 
air, an adventure story is being made 
the vehicle for conveying ideas and 
the presentation of educational in- 
formation,’ said Stirton. 


‘Visiting Firemen’ (Politicos) on War 
Fronts, USO Snags Hit By Mueller 


The News Documentary—Now 
and Post-War 


By PAUL (CBS) WHITE 


Featured in the 
38th Anniversary Number 


VARIETY 


(Post-war Show Business 
Edition) 


Pidgeon Squares 
Off Vs. Bergen 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Deal has been closed with Walter 
Pidgeon to head a dramatic series 
for Goodyear starting Jan, 30 over 
CBS, airing from here at 5 p.m. 
Dramatic series will co-star Pidgeon 
with topflight film performers in 
roles which have won them acclaim. 
Rupert Lucas, who produces Silver 
Theatre for Young & Rubicam, like- 
ly draws the Goodyear direction. 


Program is spotted opposite Edgar 
Bergen’s kaffee klatch. 

Tom Harrington, Y & R radio 
chief, trained back to New York 
after signing contracts but returns 
Jan. 5 to whip the show into shape 
and make other assignments. 


‘DUFFY’ EAST FOR NEXT 
13, THEN BACK FOR PIC 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 
‘Duffy’s Tavern’ moves back to its 
old stand in Manhattan after Dec. 28 


broadcast here, to put in a full quar- 
ter of broadcasting before pulling 


Longer a Radio Exclusive 


stakes again for the Coast. Para- 
mount hopes to get started on ‘Duffy’ 
when Ed Gardner and his troupe 
check in at the studio next April. 

Producer Joe Hill of the air setup 
hauls east tomorrow (Wed.), a week 
in advance of the troupe, turning 
over production of the last broadcast 
to Walter Bunker, Jr. 


ODT Travel Plea Cues 
Vox Pop Denver Repeat 


To carry out requests of ODT to 
curp civilian travei during year- 
end holiday period, Vox Pop, which 
broadcasts each Monday over CBS, 
will have two-shews on consecutive 
weeks in Denver. Original ‘inter- 
view’ show covered the Highlanders, 
organization for youngsters, on Mon- 
day (20) and next Monday will cover 
the photo ground crew of U. S. 
Army Air Force at Lowry Field 
near Denver. 

Parks Johnson gets a break even 
if away from home Christmas be- 
cause his son, Bill, is a Marine now 
at Colorado U in Denver. 


Radio Exec Club Sets 
Charity Xmas Party 


Radio Executives Club at a meeting 
Thursday (16) at Shelton hotel put 
finishing touches on plans for Xmas 
party at the hotel tomorrow (Thurs- 
day) at 3 p.m. for members and 
guests. Proceeds from the affair will 
be donated to Army and Navy relief. 

Last week’s luncheon session in- 
cluded a prolonged biz meeting at 
which revisions of constitution and 
by-laws were approved. No major 
changes in organization’s setup re- 
sulted, officers reported. 


FRANK RUSSELL BETTER 
Washington, Dec. 21. 

Frank M. Russell, NBC v.p. in 
charge of Washington operations, is 
reported fully recovered from an at- 
tack of pneumonia and will be back 
at work shortly after Christmas. 

He is scheduled to return in time 
to attend the NBC management 


meeting in New York, Dec. 28. 


By LESTER TUROFF 


‘The USO is being restricted so 
much in its overseas operations that 
it is not able to do as effective a job 
as it desired or can do.’ Thus Merrill 
‘Red’ Mueller, NBC foreign corres- 
pondent who has been covering the 
fighting fronts since 1938, expressed 
his viewpoint of USO activities in 
the war theatres, 

Mueller, who returned to New 
York on Thursday (16), voiced his 
admiration for the job being done 
by entertainers overseas but went 
on to tell of the restrictions and bar- 
riers confronting them and reducing 
their effectiveness. He also took a 
smack at the ‘visiting firemen’ (poli- 
ticians who visit the fighting fronts), 
‘who get every facility and bring 
the troops nothing while the enter- 
tainers, who bring the men relaxa- 
tion and are morale-builders, are re- 
stricted and get second-rate accomo- 
dations.’ He explained that the poli- 
ticians can pull strings while the 
performers are under the Special 
Services Division and therefore re- 
stricted by regulations. 

Mueller told of the top job being 
done by the USO in spite of the 
difficulties and said that the enter- 
tainment was ‘just what the kids 
want.’ He decried the fact that 
troupes were confined to entertaining 
in rear front areas where there are 
some facilities for self-entertainment 
for the men, rather than being per- 
mitted to go right up to the front 
where they are most needed. He was 
careful to point out that the situa- 
tion wasn’t the fault of the various 
troupes or the USO but was due to 
Army redtape. Be emuhasizec_that 
the entertainers were anxious to go 
where they could do the most good 
and echoed the previous reports of 
the magnificent job done by Bob 
Hope’s gang and Fredric March, 


‘who is a sensation with serious 
material like Noel Coward’s ‘Lines 
to An American Officer’ and a 


dramatic offering.’ 
March as Straight Man 

He also told about March’s playing 
straight man for comedian Sammy 
Walsh, and then because of his quick 
wit winding up as comedian of the 
combination. He thought that the 
Army had sufficient aircraft to be 
able to spare one plane for each 
troupe since that would enable them 
to get around easier. According to 
Mueller, the value of these entertain- 
ers cannot be measured by the 
troops’ immediate reactions since the 
soldiers talk about the last show they 
saw for months afterward and go 
around humming and singing the 
songs they heard. Mueller said there 
weren't enough troupes on the fight- 
ing fronts and that the theatre com- 
manders rated performers like Hope 
as valuable as a division. 

Mueller covered every major and 
most minor fronts including the re- 
treat of the French in France, the 
retreat of the British in North Af- 
rica, the American invasions of 
North Africa, Sicily and Italy and 
the campaigns in New Guinea, China 
and India. His present plans call for 
arest and.then-a-lacture-tour, -pro- 
ceeds from which are to be split by 
Red Cross, the USO and Army 
Emergency Relief. He expects to be 
here for two months before taking 
up another post abroad. 


CARSON SHOW GETS NEW 
FORMULA BY PRAEGER 


Hollywood, Dec, 21. 

Change of format to situation com- 
edy has been decreed for the Jack 
Carson show by Bert Praeger of 
Fuote, Cone &  Bziding agency, 
who'll remain here to produce for 
the next seven or eight weeks with 
Ted Wick as associate, 

Henry Taylor and Harvey Goode 
form the new writing battery. 


Sgt. Stick, Fulton Lewis 
Aide, Gets Marine Post 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Sgt. Dave Stick, U.S.M.C., who 
worked in the office of Fulton Lewis, 
Jr., of Mutual web, before the war. 
has just been appointed to the staff 
of the newly established Third Wing 
Public Relations Unit, of the Marines. 
Unit is headed by Capt. Murray 
Martin, former aide in the publicity 
office of Steve Hanagan. 

Stick is just back in the United 
States following eight months of 
duty as a combat correspondent in 


the British West Indies. 
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DEBATE FUTURE AIR NEWS 


The Pace Is Fast 


As the big comedy programs swing into mid-season there can be 
no denying that the pace has become terrific. 

Think back for a minute and recall the smack comedy shows you 
There have been so many. 

But what may not have been particularly noticed is that the ma- 
jority of these solid laugh programs, those half hours which strike a 
spark of spontaneity and burst into outright hila 
vided by those programs originating in the regular network studios. 

In other words, there doesn’t seem much use in longer denying that 
the service camp comedy radio shows are evidently a snare and a 
delusion to their professional participants. 

Many fine comedians are making these service camp tours at no 
little cost to themselves in effort, time, and inconvenience. 
willingness to do-this, taken from any standpoint, is obviously beyond 
criticism. So it is to be regretted, although it must necessarily be said, 
that these camp shows (with the whistling and yelling of the G.I.’s) 
appear to be definitely slowing up the comics playing before the boys 
Meanwhile, the shows originating in their studios are 


have heard to date this season. 


in the service. 
leaping ahead. 


It’s that applause after each gag that is throttling the service camp 
There just is no doubt about it—those constant applause 
interruptions throw the comics off their timing and slow-up the whole 


comedians. 

program. 
Nothing secret about it, either. 

the camps. 


can’t do anything about. 


Still, that’s not the real danger to the camp show comics. Their peril 
is in the implication that they have commenced to believe that ap- 
And so not only is their timing some- 
thing less than it used to be, also their material too often listens as 
At least, that’s the way it has been 
coming in on the parlor radio sets—and those are the sets that count 


plause after.each laugh line. 
being slightly on the careless side. 
in the long run. 


The remedy? 


them. 


The remedy is a renewed determination to battle the problem of 
camp show applause, plus the resolve to tighten up on material to 
offset what comes over the air as a degree of neglect perhaps induced 
by taking the uniformed boys’ applause too seriously. 

The comedy shows originating in their network studios are moving 


fast this season. So awfully fast. 


The problem of applause after each 
gag, the hallmark of an amateurish audience, was recognized as a 
distinct handicap when the laugh radio programs first started to tour 
But since that time the impediment of constant applause 
has been sort of shuffled to the background as something you just 


No, it is not to give up doing camp shows. 
“the performers themseives, nor their sponsuis, want to deprive the 
service boys of any entertainment they may be capable of bringing 


rity, have been pro- 


Their 


Neither 


Sid. 


Musical Revivals 
Format of New 
Ballantine Show 


A new type of radio show, reviving 
weekly the top Broadway musicom- 
edies -of past years, and 
whenever possible the leads in the 
original productions, makes its bow 
Dec. 27 on CBS in the 10:30-11 p. m. 
Monday spot. Show is being spon- 
sored bv Ballantine brewery. with 


starring 


J. Walter Thompson as the agency. 

Initial program will be the Rodg- 
ers-Hart-Fields musical, ‘Connecticut 
Yankee,’ as presented back in ‘27 
with Bill Gaxton in the male lead. 
WhO “has 
weeks with Victor Moore on the Sun- 
day night Edgar Bergen show, will 
also have the lead in the radio ver- 
sion of ‘Yankee.’ Musical is also be- 
ing revived this season on Broadway, 
though in a new modern version, 
currently playing at the Martin Beck 
with Dick Foran and Vivienne Segal 
in the leads. 


Ballantine show will be called 
‘Broadway Show Time’ and will be 
spotted on 4Z CBS-affiliate stations 
On the eastern seaboard. Other CBS 
Outlets are not available because of 
the ‘Blondie’-show repeat at 
hour. Johnny Morgan, of the ‘What's 
Up’ musical, has been pacted for 
roles in the first three revivals. The 
show replaces Guy Lombardo and 
Ogden Nash in the 10:30-11 o'clock 
spot. 


TOM WEATHERLY GOES 
FROM LEGIT TO RADIO 


Tom Weatherly, the legit press 
agent and co-producer with Dwight 
Wiman of several Broadway produc- 
tions, is leaving the legit field to 
enter radio work. Weatherly, who 
recently formed a partner ship with 
Wiman and Jack Del Bondio to pro- 
duce the ill-fated ‘Murder Without 
Crime’ at the Cort, N. Y., is joining 
the radio department of the J. 
Walter Thompson agency on Jan. 1. 

Weatherly will probably either 
write or produce radio shows. 


1 
that 


‘DON STAUFFER, BAYLES 


; nounced yesterday (21) by Frederick 
|B. Ryan, 


just” 


NAMED R.&R. DIRECTORS 


Donald D. Stauffer and Heagan 
Bayles have been elected directors of 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, it was an- | 


president. 


Stauffer joined the agency in 1941 | 
and Bayles in 1933. Both are v-p. 's | 
and occupy executive positions in | 
the radio and managerial divisions of 
the agency. 


‘the foreign countries that, 


PUBL 
INTEREST OROP 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


Question as to what will happen 
after the war to news programs, 
which during the past year achieved 
record levels in popularity both on 
sustaining and commercial time on 
all networks, is causing considerable 
speculation, particularly among 
agency men with an eye toward 
long-range buying. 

Indicative of the importance at- 
tached to the news-analysis pro- 
grams during the fever pitch war 
months of 1943 is the percentage of 
time consumption as disclosed in fig- 
ures prepared by CBS and Mutual. 
Average weekly news time on the 
Columbia web during the past year 
totaled 17.3%, while the MBS week- 
ly allotment has averaged 13 hours 
and 15 minutes on commercial time 
and six hours on sustaining, for a 
total of 19 hours, 15 minutes. With 
the overall Mutual net time totaling 
119 hours weekly, the news stanzas 
break down to an approximate 16%. 

Comparable percentages apply to 
the NBC and Blue webs as well. 

Pro and Con on Future 

In some quarters it’s considered 
likely that while such men as H. V. 
Kaltenborn, Raymond Gram Swing, 
Lowell Thomas, Gabriel Heatter, 
William Shirer, Edward Murrow, 
Quentin Reynolds and other top- 
notchers will retain their popularity 
in the post-war era, they neverthe- 
less foresee a sloughing off of in- 
terest in the average news broadcast, 
with many of them yanked off the 
air and thus making way for other 
type programs. On the other hand, 
it’s argued by others that there will 
be no abatement in interest for pos- 
sibly 10 years hence, because of the 
vital changes that will shape up 
globally during the long period of 
reconstruction. The return of mil- 
jlions of our boys from the war who 
|witt be personally acquainted with 
prior to 
the conflict, were only names to 
them, is also cited as a factor in 
stimulating interest in post-war ra- 
|dio commentary. 

Just what type of program will 
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Home,’ 


Ford Drops }4-Hour Show Idea for 2 
15-Minute Programs, Sat. and Sun. 


Fleming Moscow-Bound 


James Fleming, CBS correspond- 
ent in Cairo, is currently on his way 
to Moscow, where he will represent 
the network. 

He was formerly a commercial 
announcer on CBS programs. 


NBC 13-WK. SHOW 
HELP FIGHT 
DELINQUENCY 


New weekly show to help fight 
juvenile delinquency is slated to 
start on NBC, Jan. 15 (1:30-2 p.m.) 
titled ‘Here’s to Youth.’ Show, 
skedded for 13 weeks, will use 
dramatizations of documentary 
terial, involving incidents in family 


and community life today. Ten Na- 
tional voluntary youth organizations 
are cooperating to bring about an 
effective approach to the problems of 
youth living under the stress of war. 
Helen Hayes is slated to do the first 
show. 

Agencies which are cooperating 
and co-sponsoring the program are 
American Junior Red Cross, Boys 
Clubs of America, Boy Scouts of 
America, Camp Fire Girls, Girl 
Scouts, Jewish Welfare Board, Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, 
National Council of YMCA, National 
Federation of Settlements, and the 
YWCA. 


Programs will 
America in Crisis,’ 
Workin;,’ ‘Trailer Town’s Children, 
‘Dad’s in the Army,’ ‘Brides of War,’ 
‘Boomtown, ‘Our Nomad 
‘Till the Boys Come Home,’ 
Wanted,’ ‘Latch Key Children,’ ‘The 
Melting Pot Boils, ‘Johnny Comes 
and ‘Strength for America.’ 


include: ‘Young 
‘Danger, Mother's | 


Your 


Best Salesman 


All 
and 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO I, 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin's PIL. 


# Ford Motor Co., which originally 


mulled the idea of sponsoring a 
half-hour Sunday evening concert 
program, in addition to the five- 
time-a-week Tommy Dorsey pro- 
gram on the Blue, has now tenta- 
tively decided to switch to two 15- 
minute weekend (Sat.-Sun.) shows, 
retaining the same spot on the Blue 
now occupied by news commentator, 
Earl Godwin. 


The quarter-hour Saturday show 
will be called ‘Early American Folk 
Music’ and will comprise a_ band 
made up of Ford employees, and 
other company - employed talent. 
Sunday night program, titled ‘The 
Village Choir,” will probably have a 
lineup of sons and daughters of 
Ford workers. 

J. Walter Thompson is the agency, 
having recently taken over the Ford 
account from the Maxon agency. 


Blue Packages 
Femme Info 


‘Women’s Council,’ 
of ‘Information Please,’ ‘The Chicago 
Round Table’ and ‘Town Hall Meet- 
ing of the Air’ but with .a distaff 
view on matters, is being offered by 
the Blue network as a _ half-hour 
package. Show has been recorded 
and is being distributed to prospete 
tive sponsors. 

Stanza takes the form of a panel 
of experts, all fe.ames, who answer 
questions dealing with problems 
particularly interesting to women, 
submitted by the listening audience. 
Questions, however, will be of the 


Dorothy 
| umnist; 
Families,’ | 
‘Help | 


| opponent for 


| perts. 


discussion type rather than the fac- 
tual teasers utilized by ‘Info Please.’ 

Janet Flanner, of the New Yorker 
mag, will Fadiman the program with 
Killgallen, Broadway col- 
C. Mildred Thompson, dean 
of Vassar; Dr. Margaret Mead, noted 
anthropoligist and sociologist, and 
Claire Kellam, Claire Booth Luce’s 
Congress in the last 
election, making up the panel of ex- 


Par May Sponsor Film 
Portion of ‘Breakfast 
Club’ (Chi) on Blue 


Chicago, Dec. 21 
Paramount Pictures playing 
around with the idea of taking over 


the -unsponsored — portion- --the 


‘Breakfast Club,’ 8-8:30 a. m. (CWT). 
as a prelude to building a picture 
around the ll-year-old radio show. 


Robert Gillham, advertising chief of 
Paramount, was in Chicago last week 
huddling with Don McNeill, m.c. of 
the show and Blue Network officials 
on the idea. 

Fenton Lee and McNeill have au- 
thored a film script titled ‘Breakfast 
Club Canteen Girl,’ with a score by 
Lee Armentrout, which Gillham.sent 


on to the Coast as a possivle vehicle 
for filming the radio show. The 8:30- 
9 time on the show is sponsored by 
Swift and Kellogg in 15-minute 
chunks. 


‘WARCASTS’ STI STEP UP 
PLANT PRODUCTION 


Dec. 21. 
is reported 


Washington, 


New stunt, ‘Warcasts,’ 


|highly successful by the Navy Indus- 


trial Incentive Division in stepping 
up production in factories, shipyards 


|and naval shore establishments. 


‘Warcasts’ are being handled in 
conjunction with radio station, the 


networks, Muzak Corp. and various 
| newspapers throughout the country. 
Stunt consists of two to four minute 
; war news bulletins, plus a brief mes- 
sage from the Navy, which go out 
jover the public address systems of 
| the plants. 

| Copy is prepared by broadcast sta- 
tions and newspapers and is piped 
ito the plants via leased wires. 
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Spending $10,000 for 5-Hr. 
Xmas Show to Airwave Gl Greetings 


One of the most ambitious special « 


broadcasts ever staged by an indie 
is being lined up by WMCA, N. Y., 
to run for five hours Christmas 
night during which holiday mes- 
sages from servicemen in all parts 
of the world will be airwaved to 
their families. Red Cross and USO 
reps at military bases are skedding 
talks by men from the New York 


area only for this feature. 


Interesting sidelight on the show 
is that total cost of the venture prob- 
ably will not be known until the end 
of the war, according to station 
spokesmen who revealed service 
charges for channeling messages 
from some combat areas are being 
provided by the A. T. & T. on a 
‘bill you later’ basis. 


It was learned, however, that 
WMCA is making an initial outlay of 
at least $10,000 for the stunt and this 
does not include income losses due 
to cancellation of all commercial 
programs on the station between 5 
and 10 p.m. 

The broadcast is being plugged ex- 
tensively over WMCA all this week 
and a newspaper advertising cam- 
paign is being launched Friday (24) 
in metropolitan dailies. Ads will be 
titled ‘Your Boy May Be Home for 
Christmas.’ 

Nathan Straus, new owner of the 
N. Y. indie, was active in setting up 
the special Xmas feature which will 
bring to the mike soldiers, sailors 
and marines now stationed in the 
Far East, Pacific areas, Canal Zone, 
South America, North Africa, Scot- 
land, England, Honolulu, Melbourne 
and other bases. Each foreign pick- 
up will be of 25-minutes duration 
with as many New York servicemen 
as possibile being brought to the mike 
from each spot. 

During the five-hour show news 
bulletins and Xmas music will be in- 
serted from WMCA studios while 
overseas relays are being connected 
and tested. New York details are 
being worked out by Leon Goldstein 
and other station staffers. The Red 
Cross is arranging for appearance of 
service personnel in foreign coun- 
tries with the USO in charge of this 
assignment in U. S. possessions and 
occupied outposts, 

WMCA officials have not over- 
looked the ‘disappointment angle’ in 
the cases of hundreds of families 


who will be hoping to hear the voices | 


of their relatives on the broadcast 
but feel that, inasmuch as only serv- 
icemen from New York and adjacent 
areas will appear, chances for ‘light- 
ning to strike’ are very much greater 
than on similar shows previously 
broadcast over networks on which 


A Radio Cliche Is 
‘Let’s Get It Out Early’ 
and EDDIE CANTOR 


gives it the once-over-lightly 
in a bright and breezy piece in 


VARIETY ’s | 
38th Anniversary Number 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition) 


Soon Due 


Gillette Buys 
Yank, Giants 
Games on WINS 


WINS, New York, is going big 
league, literally, beginning in April, 
when daily play-by-play accounts of 
the Yankees’ and Giants’ home games 
will be broadcast by the Hearst- 
operated N. Y. indie under sponsor- 
ship of Gillette. All games, Sundays, 
holidays and double-headers, will be 
included in the sports series. 

Amount agreed on for sale of the 
broadcasting rights to Gillette by 
the two ball clubs was not made 
public although it’s understood each 
club will receive in the neighbor- 
hood of $60,000 from the sponsor. 
This represents a marked decrease 
from past practice but reports have 
it that wartime pull of baseball air- 
shows has fallen off with millions 
of former listeners in the service 
and calibre of major league ball 
down with so many stars in uniform. 

Giants and Yankees games were 
not broadcast last season when, it is 
understood, their demands of $75,000 
each for radio rights were not met 


Premieres 


(Dec, 22 to Jan, 2) 


Dec. 22 
Royal Arch Gunnison, cOm- 
mentator; 10-10:15 p.m., Wednes- 
day and Saturday; MBS-WOR; 
sustaining. 
Dec, 27 
Broadway Showtime,’ starring 
William Gaxton; 10:30-11 p.m. 
Mondays; WABC-CBS; Ballan- 
tine Co.; J. Walter Thompson, 
Jan. 1 
‘On Stage, Everybody,’ culling 
new talent; 11-11:30 a.m. Satur- 
days; WJZ-Blue; sustaining. 


Army's 2-Way 
Super-Duper Gl 
Xmas Program 


Washington, Dec. 21. 


Tremendous two-way Xmas radio 
program between this country and 
the armed forces abroad has been 
worked out by Army Special Ser- 
vices and the nets. Program fea- 
tures a three-hour transcribed show 
from this country by big entertain- 
ment names. In exchange, U. S. 
listeners will get the voices of 
American soldiers from all parts of 
the world. 

Transcription program, biggest 
thing of its kind ever tried, will in- 
clude a 90-minute ‘Command Per- 
formance,’ starring Bob Hope, Jack 
Benny, Fred Allen, Nelson Eddy, 
Spike Jones and the City Slickers, 
the Charioteers, Ginny Simims, Ed 
‘Archie’ Gardner, Jimmy Durante, 
Kay Kyster and orchestra, 
Frances Langford, Dinah Shore, Ken 
Carpenter, and a military band. 


Also included are ‘Christmas 
Package,’ 30-minute show with 
Linda Darnell as mistress of cere- 
monies; the Andrews Sisters, Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly, Lena Horne, 
Ginny Simms and Bob Hope. ‘Christ- 
mas Album’ will be a 15-minute 
show presented by Bing Crosby and 
featuring the Andrews Sisters. Fred 
Waring and his orchestra and a 
chorus will feature another 15-min- 
ute show offering ‘Jingle Bells,’ 
‘Night Before Christmas’ and ‘Can- 
tique de Noel.’ 

Final item will be a half hour 


by any sponsor, 

It’s also reported that Waite Hoyt, | 
|former New York and Brooklyn) 
| pitching ace, will be signed for the 
Giants and Yankees play-by-play re- 
ports. Hoyt for the past several 
| years has been broadcasting games | 
for the Cincinnati Reds. In sports 


adaptation of Dickens’ ‘Christmas 
Carol,’ with Basil Rathbone as 
Scrooge; Richard Crooks will be 
guest soloist. 

Planning for complete coverage. 
the transcriptions will be shortwaved 
all over the world. In addition, 
duplicate platters have been sent by 


| circles he’s considered a natural for 


plane and ship to points where they 


men from all parts*of the U. S. were|2 New York diamond description|can be used for standard wave 


heard, 
A rebroadcast of ‘Xmas greetings 


spot. 
Don Dunphy, Gillette’s boxing an- | 


broadcasts; other platters will be 
played on phonographs and piped 


from round the world’ will be aireq | 2OUncer on WOR-Mutual and WHN |jover public address systems to troops 


by the station at midnight Saturday 
and recordings of individual inter- 
views will be made available to 
families of the men according to 
Goldstein. 


BBC to Relay King’s 


Xmas Message to U. S. 


The four major networks will 
broadcast a Christmas Day message 
by King George VI, Saturday 
morning (25) at 10 am., through 
arrangements set up by the BBC. 
The British monarch’s message is 
expected to consume 15 minutes. 

The King’s speech will be part of 
BBC’s annual Yuletide roundup 
from points throughout the world 
with Empire soldiers’ on dat- 
tlefronts being heard. The Mutual 
chain will carry the Yuletide pro- 
gram, beginning at 9 a.m. Christmas 
Day, during which American troops 
in Australia, North Africa, Italy and 
other fronts also will participate. 

NBC, CBS and the Blue network, 
under present plans, will include 
only the King’s address as their part 
of the BBC relay service. 


-RKO’s Mutual Platters 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Charles Koerner, RKO studio boss, 
is to make the choice of three of the 
studio’s programs to be plattered for 
the noontime strip over the Mutual 
network, beginning early next 
month. 

All programs would emanate from 
the studio cafe, and may be out on 
the network either live or waxed. 
Sut Wilson, KHJ emcee, is in line to 
handle the series. 


|ringside broadcasts also is promi- | 
|nently mentioned as a_ possible| 
| choice for the WINS baseball niche. 
Another possibility is use of pre-sea- 
son exhibition games in the New 
York area as auditions to review | 
work of several experienced baseball | 
announcers, Gillette recently audi- | 
tioned several fight gabbers from the 
ringside at St. Nick’s arena, N. Y., 
while bouts were in progress to pick | 
a running* mate for Dunphy on the | 
WHN boxing broadcasts. | 

Contract marks the first time! 
WINS has eased into the New York 
baseball picture. Previous accounts 
of metropolitan games have been 
aired via WOR, WABC, WHN, WJZ 
pand WEAY. Old Geld will spenssr 
| Brooklyn Dodgers’ games on WHN 
| from Ebbets Field next season with 
Barber. announcing,.. the..same 
setup as in 1943. 


COCA-COLA DROPS XMAS: 
DANCE BAND CAVALCADE 


Coca-Cola, the D'Arcy agency and 
Blue network, after struggling for 
the past week or so trying to set 
up a repeat Xmas Day dance band 
cavalcade to duplicate the sponsor's 
program of a year ago, finally 
dropped the project Thursday (16). 
Coca-Cola’s holiday shot will be the 
usual Saturday night spotlight band 
‘show, for which special Christmas 
material will be scripted. 

Blue network time, which last year | 
was booked solid for 12 hours by the | 
Atlanta soft drink outfit, was sold | 
_for Texaco’s presentation of the Met 
‘opera performance most of Xmas 
afternoon, and efforts to clear this 
time for ‘coke,’ or procure time on 
other webs, fell through because of 
delay in getting official go-ahead 
from sponsor on proposed cavalcade. 


in places where radio facilities are 
not available. 
D. C. Biggies on Program 

Other transcriptions going out on 
Christmas Day and Christmas Eve 
will include greetings from Secre- 
tary ot War Henry L. Stimson, 
Secretary of the Navy Frank Knox, 
General George C. Marshall, Chief 
of Staff; Admiral Ernest J. King, 


Chief of Naval Operations and 
others. Soldiers recovering in hos- 
pitals in this country will radio 


greetings to the men overseas and 
to their friends at home. Also pre- 
pared for broadcast during the holi- 
day weekend are special Christmas 
services handled by Army chaplains 
in. this. country and abroad. 

Civilians in this country will be 
un the receiving end of several 


shortwave broadcasts carried by the | 


nets. These will include a midnight 
mass from somewhere back of the 
battle lines in Italy, a chorus of 200 
American soldiers in the Holy Land, 
Christmas tree decorating exercises 
in the South Pacific as well as de- 
scriptions of celebrations in Alaska, 
Panama, etc. This portion of the 
program was given a tryout last 
Sunday (19) during the Army Hour 
which carried to the U. S. the voices 
of soldiers in Chungking, New Delhi, 
Cairo, Algiers, Naples, England, Ice- 
land, Alaska, Hawaii, Panama, Aus- 
tralia and New Caledonia. 

Army has also worked out a spe- 
cial one-hour transcription show for 
the men in uniform for New Year's 
Day, featuring popular bands and 
soloists offering the current hit 
tunes. 


Joins Red Cross Overseas 
Irene Allen, formerly director of 
women’s’ activities for WFMJ, 
Youngstown, O., has arrived in Eng- 
land as a staff assistant for the 
American Red Cross. 


| 


* 


rom the Production Centres 


di 


A, 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Blue Network Athletic Assn. running dinner-dance at the Astor Gallery 
of the Waldorf-Astoria for employees of the web tonight (22). Gais have 
right to ask anybody for a dance and may not be refused....Hanson W. 
Baldwin, Blue commentator doing newsreel commentary for Paramount's 
picturization of the two years of the war. Baldwin is also military expert 
for the N. Y. Times....‘Pepper Young’s Family’ celebrates its ninth year 
on the air Jan. 10....Dorothy Kirsten will be soloist with the Rochester 
Symphony orchestra on New Year's Eve airing of the Eastman Kodak 
program over WHAM, Rochester....Gladys Swarthout guests on the Bell 
Telephone stanza via NBC on March 17....Dorothy Kirsten and Thomas 
L. Thomas, ditto on the Firestone program on Jan. 17....Harry Rauch, 
music and magazine editor for the Blue, just returned from Boston after 
making preliminary publicity arrangements for airing of the Boston Sym- 
phony under Allis-Chalmers’ sponsorship starting Dec. 25. Gene Hamil- 
ton, announcer of the Symphony’s sustainer broadcasts, will carry over as 
stanza’s announcer when it goes commercial....Charles Roman, with the 
NBC press department before enlisting in the RAF shortly after Pearl 
Harbor, in New York arranging his transfer to the U. S. Army Air Force 
....Hugh James is the announcer on the new Blue show, ‘Star For a 
Night’....Don Gardner performs the same chore over the Harvel Watch 
sponsorship of John Br: Kennedy. 

Spencer Bentley, formerly NBC radio network announcer and Para- 
mount newsreel commentator, studying medico course at Merchant Marine 
school, Long Island. “He’s an officer in Merchant Marines and already been 
overseas twice in five months of active service....Steve Ellis, now work- 
ing with Don Dunphy on WHN boxing broadcasts from St. Nick’s, has not 
severed connections with WPAT, Paterson, as reported. He is still one of 
the Jersey station’s announcers handling, among others, the ‘Music Makers’ 
dise program....Bruce Kamman, assistant NBC production manager, has 
turned down an offer from a radio syndicate to take a South American 
assignment,...Following the sale of his program, ‘Deadline Dramas,’ 
writer Bob White, of the Blue network production staff, has turned over 
the scripting chore on ‘The Sea Hound’ serial on the same web, to Frank 
Dahm, ex-Chi newspaperman....Repeat broadcast of Blue’s ‘Keepsakes’ 
program, which is aired over 14 Pacific Coast stations, is being changed 
on Dec, 26. Schedule calls for continuance of Carter’s sponsorship of the 
regular net airing, but with ‘Deadline Dramas’ being heard on the Coast 
setup for Arrid and on a spot basis on WJZ in the east. 

Although Arnold Moss relinquished his regular spots on ‘Open Door,’ 
‘Saludos, Amigos’ and ‘Aldrich Family’ last week because of grip, he left 
bed to do the ‘Mrs. Miniver’ premiere....With John McMillin on the Coast 
and Storrs Haynes and John Gordon ill, the Compton radio department 
is without a boss this week....Eleanor Wilson, slated to go overseas 
shortly with a USO-Camp Show legit troupe, appears tonight (Wednesday ) 
on ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’....Jerry Macy, the actor, with a minor rep for 
his novel cards and reminders to radio direetors, topped himself last week 
with a desk calendar gift....Casting: Percy Hemus, Ethel Wilson (‘Brave 
Tomorrow’); Eugenia Rawls (‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’); Lesley Woods, 
Reese Taylor, Ed Latimer, Ralph Bell (‘Mr, Keen’); Marie Windsor, John 
Thomas (‘Our Gal Sunday’); Patricia Ryan (‘Young Widder Brown’).... 
Bob Shaw, writer of ‘Front Page Farrell,’ to Milwaukee for holidays. 

Gordon ‘Jack’ Fraser switched from the announcer staff to the news and 
special features division of the Blue. Slated to be sent overseas to cover 
Allied activities in African theatre....Lowell Thomas left New York for 
a five-week biannual tour of west....WJZ Victory Troop will entertain 
at the annual Xmas party of the Life Savers Corp. employees at the invi- 
tation of Edward Noble, new owner of the Blue....George V. Denny, 
moderator on Blue’s ‘Town Hall Meeting of the Air,’ received the annual 
award of merit of the Business Club of Philadelphia....Al Steele, v.p. in 
charge of D’Arcy agency’s N. Y. office, bedded by flu for several days but 
recovered sufficiently to hop off for Florida Friday (17)....Bill Murray, 
head of the William Morris radio division, leaves for the Coast Jan. 3 for 
three weeks in connection with agency business. 

Red Barber, WHN sportscaster, has been appointed chairman of the 
Brooklyn Chapter 1944 Red Cross War Fund. Barber has been plugging 
the various Red Cross campaigns on his broadcasts ever since their in- 
ception and the appointment is a result of this effective plugging.... 
Norton Sisters, who started on a new show on Mutual Saturday (18) titled 
‘Mutual Varieties’ (5:15-5:45 p.m.), m.c.’d by Col. Manny Prager, do their 
first solo theatre date starting Dec. 31 at State, Hartford....Sonny Skylar, 
WOR-Mutual vocalist, began a new Saturday afternoon half-hour of songs 
(4:35-5 p.m.) last week (18), backed by a four-piece orchestra. 

Kerby Cushing, WNEW’s commentator on ‘Ask Washington’ and ‘We the 
Living’ left yesterday (21) for Parris Island, S. C., where he will take 
Marine Corps ‘boot’ training. Cushing, who has been night operations 
manager at WNEW, is the first from the station to join the ‘leathernecks’... 
Harry Marble, honorably discharged from the Army after serving since 
Oct., 1942, has returned to the CBS announcing staff...Elizabeth Irish 
named office manager of CBS Research Dept. 

Ed Gardner and Fred Allen in a mutual exchange deal. Allen appears 
on ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ first week in January, with Gardner doiig a vice versa 
the week following. e 

Sara Jane Troy, after serving three months as an ‘apprentice’ gabber at 
WOYV, starts as a full-fledged staff announcer today (Wed.). 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Groucho Marx smacked his Cadillac against a light standard so hard that 
it knocked him out of last week’s broadcast cf ‘Blue Ribbon Town.’ He 
was shaken up and suffered a head cut but nothing more serious. Brother 
Chico subbed....Lowell Thomas in town to meet his Coast sponsor, Stand- 
ard Oil of California. He’ll pass a few weeks along the Coast visiting de- 
fense plants and Army camps and making a few speeches....Walter 
Duranty, for many years N. Y. Times correspondent in Russia, tees up his 
own commentary program over nine stations of the Blue Coast network 
Jan. 2 for Bradbury Clothes....Harry Flannery to Mexico City for a month 
of interviewing the biggies there.and storing up material for his CBS pro- 
grams....Jerry Cooper has decided to remain here and split up his time 
between films and radio. He’s being kept busy both ways....Franc Dillon 
joined J. Walter Thompson’s all-femme publicity department headed by 
Maxine Smith....Freeman Gosden and Charles Correll took the flu count 
and had to forego their preview of Amos ’n’ Andy....Jack Joy, who heads 
the Coast radio bureau for the War Dept., slowly mending from two major 
operations....Jean Hersholt east for the next nine broadcasts of ‘Dr. 
Christian.’ It’s an old Danish custom with him to spend the holidays in 
New York with Lauritz Melchior, Met opera star....Dave Gregory moved 
out of Bernie Milligan’s publicity office to work with Carroll Carroll on 
the Bob Crosby-Lee Tremaine Old Gold scripts....Billy Mills spending his 
waking hours turning out musical platters for Jerry King’s Standard 
library. The other musical Mills, Felix, yule-gifted his orch boys with 
paid-up dues for ’44 in Local 47....Bob Collier set up public relations of- 
fices here for Ford to work with J, Walter Thompson on radio shows.... 
Hank Garson and Hi Alexander now cooking up gags for Burns and Allen, 
who recently lost Frank Galen to the Army and may also be minus his 
team mate, Keith Fowler, who reports for his physical Dec. 29.>..Dick 
Haymes took his ‘Romance’ series back east for two months. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Seymour Korman, who covered the African and Italian campaigns for 
WGN and Mutual, back in town for a vacation....Thomas P. Bashaw, NBC 
sound effects man with NBC in Chicago for the past 12 years, will be in- 
ducted into the Army Dec 27....Danny O'Neil, CBS-WBBM singer, head- 
ing the bill at the Chicago theatre this week....Northwestern Yeast Co, 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Trammell Vigorously Denies Fly's 
Accusation About ‘Catholic Hour’ 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Following NBC prexy Niles 
Trammell’s denial that the net- 
work tried to force the ‘Catholic 
Hour off the air, as claimed by 
FCC Chairman James L. Fly, the 
National Council of Catholic Men 
has come out with a vehement 
refutation of Fly’s assertion. 

NBC, said the Council, at no 
time attempted to assert any 
pressure, 

Niles Trammell, NBC prexy, ac- 
cuses James L. Fly, chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, of resorting to an out-and-out 
lie in testifying before the Senate 
Interstate Commerce Committee 
hearing on the White-Wheeler bill, 
at which Fly claimed last week that 
NBC tried to force the ‘Catholic 
Hour’ off the air. 

‘What Fly told the committee is 
far removed from the truth,’ .says 
Trammell, who added that NBC was 
all too willing to forego sponsorship 
of the Amos ‘n’ Andy program in 


the 6-6:30 Sunday night slot when 
the National Council of Catholic 
Men expressed the desire to continue 
in that spot. The half-hour Amos 'n’ 
Andy show is now broadcast via 
NBC at 10. o'clock Friday nights. 

In regards to the ‘Catholic Hour’ 
situation, here, says Trammell, are 
the true facts: 

Last May NBC approached Mon- 
signor Michael Reedy, secretary of 
the National Council of Catholic 
Men, and offered the organization 
the use of the full NBC network 
facilities at 3:30 Sunday afternoon, 
instead of the restricted 73-station 
hookup available for the 6-6:30 time. 
NBC had the Amos ’n’ Andy show 
lined up, but would only consider 
moving the ‘Catholic Hour’ program 
if the Council was in accord with 
the switch. When they rejected the 
offer in favor of remaining in the 
evening spot, says Trammell, NBC 
immediately acceded to their wishes. 

Fly’s testimony before the commit- 
tee appears elsewhere in the Radio 
Section. 


The Funeral Hour 


Schenectady, Dec. 2. 

WSNY, Schenectady, now has 
a funeral home as the sponsor of 
‘Bagatelles, quarter - hour of 
poetry and philosophy read by 
Ed Fiynn five afternoons a week. 

It's the only program so 
sponsored in capital district 
radio in years. 


M’CANN-ERICKSON’S 
NEW V.PS, DIRECTORS 


Five new vice presidents and four 
new members of the board of direc- 
tors were elected at McCann-Erick- 
son, Inc. Monday (20). Three of the 
new v.p.’s are attached to the N. Y. 
office. 

They are R. E. Thompson, copy 
group head; W. E. McKeachie, crea- 
tive director, and E. F. Wilson, media 
director. A. A. Sommer, Cleveland, 
and R. B. Donnelly, Minneapolis, 
also were named v.p.’s. 

Named as directors were: J. J. Mc- 
Carthy, account group head; C. B. 
Robbins, exec. v.p.; D. C. Hight, 
office manager at Detroit, and C. A. 
Hoppock, director of merchandising 
research in N. Y. 


Chi NBC Execs See Fireworks On 
Abolishing of Net's Abeyance List 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 


Max Factor’s Mex Airer 
Brings H’wood Star Kudos 


Mexico City, Dec. 14. 

Max Factor’s new radio program, 
featuring singer Elvira Rios, big hit 
over station XEW. Opening show 
brought congratulatory telegrams 
from Hedy Lamarr, Maria Montez, 
Judy Garland, Paulette Goddard, 
Rita Hayworth, Claudette Colbert 
and other Hollywood stars. 


Auerbach to Produce, 
Script AAF Field Shows 


Pvt. Arnold Auerbach, former 
scripter for the Fred Allen show, is 
now in the technical training com- 
mand of the AAF and assigned to the 
public relations office at Truax Field, 
Madison, 

Auerbach will write and produce 
for the field radio shows. 


This Mon has Heard More Radio Programs ~ 


than Anyone Else in the World 


E listens to NBC radio programs eight hours a day, five 

days a week. And he’s been doing it for sixteen years. 
Out in Port Washington, Long Island, where WEAF, 
key station of the National Broadcasting Company, has 
its towering transmitters, he and another engineer report 
for work every morning. By the time the first program is 
ready to go on the air, they have checked a hundred dials 
and controls and instruments. 


Then they start listening. Listening not as you and 
I do, but with a feel for sound. The slightest irregularity 
in transmission, the minutest deviation from the exact 
volume set for it, is detected by the expert ears of these 
men even before it is indicated on the dials. They correct 


it instantly. 


It is the job of these two men, and the two who 


replace them on the second shift, to just sit there and 
“listen to it perk.” It is lonely, tiring, unexciting work. 
Yet it has to be done to assure the most perfect reception 
possible in the homes of the millions of listeners who tune 


to NBC all through the day. 


So it’s no accident that one of these four NBC engi- 
neers has been on the job for 16 years, and another for 
15 years. It’s no accident that even in this routine, little- 
known, inconspicuous phase of broadcasting, NBC has 


aimed for perfection. 


For it is the NBC credo that no job in broadcasting is 
too small not to be done perfectly. This painstaking atten- 
tion to every detail, this uncompromising insistence on achiev- 
ing broadcasting at its best throughout, are some of thethings 
that make NBC “The Network Most People Listen to Most.” 


—The National Broadcasting Company 


America’s No. 1 Network—A SERVICE OF RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA 


Talks with NBC executives here 
bring out the idea that plenty of 
fireworks can be expected when the 
first test case of the abolishing of 
the ‘abeyance’ or ‘waiting list’ comes 
up. With choice radio time prac- 
tically non-existent, it’s a dead cer- 
tainty that plenty of agencies and 
sponsors will put up a real fight to 
gain control of any good time that 
becomes available through cancella- 
tion. 

One NBC official was curious as to 
just who was going to stick his neck 
out by making the selection. ‘If two 
sponsors want to put a variety show 
on the air, both well staged and with 
big names, I would hate to be the 
one who decided just which one was 
the best,’ he said. 

Situation would be just as bad if 
the selection is between a variety, 
comedy, drama or quiz show, for it 
puts NBC officials in the position of 
having to tell their own customers 
just which shows are good or bad. 
Agency directors will undoubiedly 
take the position that after all it’s 
just NBC’s opinion against theirs. 

For many years it has been the 
practice among the networks to 
make nighttime spots available, as 
they became vacant, to sponsors in 
the order of their standing on wait- 
ing lists. NBC now feels that con- 
ditions have made this rule obsolete 
and a barrier to their developing 
better programming. What the net- 
work didn’t bargain on was the role 
that they will have to assume as 
judge and jury on a flock of shows 
pretty evenly matched in terms of 
audience appeal, direction, staging 
and names. 


Dick Gilbert Pact Puts 
Nix on Imitators—But 


It’s Only on WHN (N.Y.) 


Dick Gilbert, singing disc jockey of 
WHN, N. Y., gets his distinctive song 
styling as exclusive property, at least 
as far as his station is concerned, 
under terms of new three-year con- 
tract just signed. New agreement, 
which boosts Gilbert’s take, runs un- 
til Jan. 30, 1947. Contract sets forth 
that he created original and individ- 
ualized stye and that no one on the 
station will be allowed to imitate his 
voice, delivery and vocal tricks or 
sing with discs. 

Gilbert originated style about three 
years ago and has been doing a quiet 
burn because of imitators cropping 
up not only in N. Y. area, but in 
other parts of the country. When it 
spread to his own station, however, 
the burn stopped being quiet, and the 
contract proviso was the result. 


GRACIE FIELDS MAY 
SWITCH TO HALF-HR. 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

Format of the present Gracie 
Fields’ show for American Tobacco, 
(Mutual, 9:15-9:30 p.m., five nights a 
week) may take a switch to a half- 
hour weekly variety show at the 
end of her present 13-week contract. 
Pact, which finales early part of °44, 
may see Miss Fields doing a 30-min- 
ute show titled ‘Victory House.’ 
English comedienne would like the 
half-hour show in preference to the 
present five-times-a-week 15-minute 
program. 


Frank Marx, Switches 
To Blue Web Tech. Staff 


Frank Marx, chief engineer at 
WMCA, N. Y., is leaving to join the 
technical staff of the Blue network, it 
was learned last nighi (Tues). Marks 
will be utilized in his new capacity 
to set up FM and tele equipment, 
new studios and other developments 
planned by the Blue as soon as con- 
struction and material restrictions 
have been lifted. 

George Melne, Blue web's. chief 
engineer, will continue in charge of 
all the network's engineering activi- 
ties. 


Moorad to London 
George Meorad'is a recent addition 
to Columbia’s London staff. After 18 
months in Australia, he made the 
crossing from the U.S. on a Liberty 


ship in a convoy. 
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1 


National and local advertisers, the newspapers, 
magazines and advertising counsellors talk a great 


deal about circulation, wattage, listening audience, 


script and copy writing and a lot of high falutin’ terms. 


Sure, they are important. 


BUT believe us, we down here in Maine who 


operate Maine’s famed WGAN know that there’s just 


one ingredient that makes our station the best-dialed 


in this section. It’s you boys and girls of the stage, 


screen and radio! You’re the most important ingredi- 


ent in our Pie, and that’s why we, of all Radio Stations 


in Maine, have been advertising how important you 


stars are to our success—and the success of our adver- 


tisers as well. We've cheered you C.B.S. stars in 2 


column spreads, in nine daily, evening and Sunday 


newspapers with virtually statewide coverage—for 
28 consecutive days. Combined with this we ran over 


200 radio announcements as well as a mammoth 


poster campaign featuring C. B.S. stars. 


PROGRAM 


So when you’re on the air—and know you’re OiREcTORS 


going out over C. B.S. Station WGAN—you can 


figure that there’s a bunch of down-easters who are 


in there boosting you. 


PORTLAND 


MAINE 


National Sales Representatives: PAUL H. RAYMER COMPANY 
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Fly's Testimony Winds Up Hearing 
~ On White-Wheeler Bill; Senate to Get 


Revised Measure Some Time in Jan. 


Washington, Dec. 21. 
White-Wheeler bill hearings ended 


| 


In- | 


here last week. and the Senate 

terstate Commerce Committee under- | 
took the rewriting of the bill fol- 
lowing windup testimony by FCC 


chairman James L 
asserted that the Supreme 
network decision did not give the 
FCC contro! over programs 

Fly charged that NAB. NBC and 
CBS ‘chose to misconstrue’ 
preme Court ruling in the hope that 
the two big webs ‘could recapture 
the monopoly they had previously 
enjoyed.’ 

Fly was on the stand Wednesday 
(145) and Thursday in sessions which 
covered a good deal of territory. 
Other highlights of the days: 

1. Senator Burton K. Wheeler, co- 
author of the bill, indicated he fa- 
vored a provision which would re- 
quire government depiurtments and 
agencies to go before FCC in order 
to obtain broadcast wave bands. 

2. Fly answered charges by Joseph 


Pierson. general manager of Press 
Wireless, Inc.. that FCC had not 


treated the service fairly in author- 
izing new everseas circuits fer Press 


Fly in which he | 
Court | 


the Su- | 


Wireless, by asserting that FCC had 
acted under instructions from the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Board 
of War Communications. 

3. Fly suggested two sections to 
the White-Wheeler bill. One would 
require Commission consent for the 
transfer of 20° or more of the stock 
of a corporate licensee, whether or 
not the 20° represerfts control. ‘The 
other would permit FCC to institute 
fines of up to $500 a day for broad- 
cast station violations, as a lesser 
penalty than revocation of licenses. 

4. There was considerable discus- 
sion of programs, and Wheeler said 
provision might be written into 
the new bill which would require 
licensees to carry a certain propor- 
tion of sustaining time given over to 


educational and.similar programs. 


To Speed Revision 

5. Day after the hearings, Wheeler 
announced that the bill will be re- 
written in time to be submitted to 
the Senate some time in January. 
‘The problem that confronts us,’ he 
said, ‘is to work out legislation which 
will guarantee, as far as possible. 
the right of both sides on important 
controversies to be heard ... It is 


HOW TO BUY 7 NEWS PERIODS 
FOh THE PRICE OF ONE 


Would you, sir, like to maybe make one dollar equal 
seven? Or eight, perhaps? Or maybe more? Would you 

like to be abie to write a letter hike the one written to 
us the other day by a famous lady time-buyer? 


Listen... “On November 8, as part of a national 
radio campaign, we started to offer a free sample 


of Mentholatum on WOR’s 7 


A.M. news. So 


far, we are pleased to inform you, WOR HAS 
PULLED APPROXIMATELY SEVEN TIMES 


BETTER THAN 


THE 


NEXT HIGHEST 


RANKING STATION!” 


Remarkable? NOT when you consider that WOR is the 
favorite news-station of most of the people all of the 
time.* NOT when you remember that WOR jabs its 
potent news-programs into an area that includes 16 war- 
wealthy cities of over 100,000 population each. 


Can you buy that particular 7 A.M. news-program? 
Sorry, it’s sponsored. But between 10:00 and 10:15 A.M. 
~—and between those two audience-attracters, Alfred 
McCann and Bessie Beatty—there’s another powerful 
WOR news-strip (with Henry Gladstone) which is avail- 
able. We urge you to put your bid in early. 


* Bused on the WOR-Crossley continuing study of radio listening in Greater New York. 


That power-full station 


1440 Broadway, New York 


contended that FCC has too much 
control, and that this creates fear 
in the minds ef broadcasters that 
they must do what the bureaucrats 
like or lose their litenses. I want 
to take away any fear of revocation 
but. on the other hand, there will 
have to be some standards set up so 
that a broadcasting chain or station 
cannot take a public-be-damned at- 


titude, only sending out its own 
views. 
Fly's statement on the Supreme 


Court was built around an exvplana- 
tion of the phrase ‘the composition 
of that traffic’ which causes indus- 
try people to fear that FCC can | 
control programs. 

‘When, on May 10 of this year, he 
said, ‘the Supreme Court upheld the 
Commission’s chain broadcasting | 
regulations, the big networks were | 
much concerned. This was not sur- 
prising because on that date the mo- 
nopolistic shackles which RCA and 


CBS had imposed upon the radio 
broadcast industry were finally bro- 
ken. Now that the highest court 


had spoken there was no way that 
they could hope to,recapture the 
monopoly they had previously en- 
joyed—unless they could prevail up- 
on Congress to amend the law. It 
must have been obvious to them that 
if they were to succeed, an exten- 
sive legislative campaign would be 
necessary. And this campaign had 
to be pitched on a high plane. It 
would not do to come before this 
committee crying ‘We want our 
monopoly 

Fly went on to argue that Neville | 
Miller called the NAB board to aj} 
special meeting on June 3 and that 
‘finally the stogan for the campaign 
was chosen.” Fly said this was by 
‘vanking from their context’ the 
words ‘the comvorition of that traffic’ | 
in the court decision. 

‘It was much better.’ said Flv 
talk in terms of abridgement of free 


‘to | 


Here also was a cause 
which the press .could logically 
expected to champion. The new 


of monopoly. 


slogan worked fine. Almost immedi- 
ately there was a flood of editorials, 
2li making reference to ‘the compo- 
sition of that traffic.’ 

Fly continued that the clause could 
mean what NAB and the industry 
said it did because Section 326 of 
the Communications Act specifically 


forbids FCC radio censorship. 
Secondly. he argued, it could not | 
mean that because the Supreme | 


Court did not have the issue of pro- 
gram control before it and never | 
hands down rulings on matters not 
before it. 

Quoting the disputed paragraph in 
the ruling, Fly said: 

‘First the court says the Commis- 
sion is not 
policing the wave lengths to prevent 
stations from interfering with each 
other. Obviously the traffic there 
referred to is the stations themselves 
or the radio emissions from these 
stations. Then the court goes on to 
say that the Commission does some- 
thing more than. supervise ‘the 
traffic.” Again, the traffic refers to 
the stations. Then 
tence which the two big networks 
and their associate NAB choose to 
misconstrue: “it puts upon the Com- 
mission the burden of determining 
the composition of the traffic. The 
traffic is the composition of the elec- 
trical traffic: that is. the stations that 
are on the air. 

Interpreting Public Interest 
that. far from 


ing simply policing 


‘Continued cn page 40) 


Debate Air News 


‘ee Continued from page 31 


emerge when the added time be- | 
ping of many of the current news 


stanzas is anybody's guess, it’s point- | 
ed out, but some agency and network 
execs see possibilities for imagina- 
tive programming when many of the 
men from radio currently serving 
overseas return with fresh and open 
minds-and a 
in general. 

These same spokesmen deplore the 
fact that the war years have been 
marked by an almost total absence 
of original programming by stations, 
which, they point out, lacking any- 
thing better. have become accus- 
tomed to tossing in a newseraster. 
Result is that some stations around 
the country have as many as three 
and four of the commentary pro- 
grams in a row. ‘The amazing part 
of it is.’ as one of the network execs 
put it, ‘one of the stronger stations 
with four successive news programs 
has found that each one has a wider 
listener interest than the one which 
just preceded it.’ 


new concept of things | 


| 
speech than in terms of restoration | 


| 
he 
| 


‘PEABODY 


simply a traffic officer | 


follows the sen- | 


‘In other words. the court is say- | 


the existing traffic. the Commission | 


‘Submit Robinson As 


| minute spot tied up with 


Letting His Public Know 


John B. Hughes, winding up his new commentary series for Anacin 
Saturday night (18) over the Mutual network, publicly denied that he 
was going off the air because his sponsors objected to his viewpoints. 
Hughes maintained that his eight vears of uninterrupted broadcasts 
were terminating because of purely ‘routine business’ matters and 
that he expected to return to the air at a later date. 

The commentator declared that published reports that he and Anacin 
couldn't see eye for eve were entirely unfounded: that at no time did 
his sponsors ever attempt to dictate editoria! policy to bim and that 
the relationship was a thoroughly happy one throughout. The program 
was given over to a review of his long series of broadcasts and sug- 
gested that more than one ‘native fascist’ was glad he was winding up 
on the air. 


| From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 32 


sponsors ‘Songs of a Dreamer,’ 15-minuie musical starting on the Blue 
Network Jan. 8 Snow will feature Irma Glen “atid Gene Baker... .Cliff 
Johnson, WBBM-CBS announcer, will be inducted into the Army this week. 

Curt Massey plans a vacation on the west coast after the first of the year, 
While there he will talk over several picture offers....Nikki Kaye, local 
radio writer, has written an article on ‘Career in Television’ for a national 
mag....Blue Jacket Carroll Huxley, former arranger for Andre Koste- 
lanetz, has been appointed director of the Great Lakes orchestra heard on 
the Blue Network ‘Meet You Navy’ show....Bea Ferband, asst. head of 
the WBBM-CBS press department, rumorea engaged to a Chicago radio 
producer,...Arthur Jacobson, production manager for the NBC central 
division, in New York on business....‘The Answer Man,’ featuring Albert 
Mitchell on WGN, renewed for 13 weeks. Genera! Cigar Co. is the sponsor 
....NBC and the Blue Network are throwing a combined Christmas party 
Dec. 24. This is the seventh annual event of its kind. Judith Waller, NBC 
central division public service director, is the party chairman, Toys for 
the kids of employees and a vaudeville show will be the highlights of the 


'affair....Rose Mary Kelly, radio actress, planning a vacation trip tothe 
west coast....‘Hello Sweetheart,’ starring Nancy Martin, bowed in o@ the 


Blue Network Dec. 18....Bob Buckley. CBS salesman, all worn out mov- 
ing from the country to a city apartment. 

Quinn Ryan, former WGN exec, moving to New York the first of Jan. 
Ryan plans to reenter radio there....‘Meet the Missus,’ with Harold Isbell 
as m.c., aired over WBBM, celebrated its eighth year on the air last week 
....Cast of the National Barn Dance, including Lulu Belle and Scotty, Pat 
Buttram, the Hoosier Hotshots, due back from Hollywood this week. Show 
will be resumed from the Eighth St. theatre Christmas Day....Kenneth 
MacGregor. WGN production exec, has resigned, effective Jan. 1. No 
suecessor named as yet....Tyler Davis, newly-appointed radio director 
of J. Walter Thompson here, back from New York ready to take over.... 
‘Spirit of Christmas,’ Christmas Eve show featuring orchestra, a choral 
group and a dramatization of ‘Silent Night, Holy Night,’ will be aired over 
WGN-Mutual. Sponsor is Garrett & Co., wine makers. Ruthrauff & Ryan 
| handling. 

‘Abe Lincoln's Story,’ new Mutual network show, is directed by Alan 
|M. Fishburn and not ‘Helen’ Fishburn, as previously reported. The Chi 
| writer-director also is producing the ‘Coronet Little Show’ and has scripted 
\: sustainer, ‘Escape,’ due for an NBC debut Monday (27). 


SCRUTINY | Kaltenborn, Back From 
FOR WCKY AIRERS So. Pacific Tour, Sez We 


| 
Cincinnati, Dec. 21. | Won't Lick Ja 5 Till "AG 
Three WCKY programs finished | p 

among the first five in findings of the | H. V. Kaltenborn, back in New 
Cincy area committee for the annual | York from his South Pacific tour, 
George Foster Peabody radio awards. | spoke before a luncheon gathering 
Committee, made up of leading pro- of radio execs and newsmen at the 
fessional figures in the territory, was | 


y Waldorf-Astoria on Monday (20). 
headed by John F. Locke, community The commentator predicted that 
director of the Board of 


the conflict wouldn’t be over before 
1946. So far-flung is the Pacific bat- 
tle line, Kaltenborn said, that there’ll 
have to be men and machines, and 
more men and more machines, be- 
fore this country can be thinking in 
terms of victory. 

‘Freedom,’ written, produced and | Niles 
directed by Robert Fleming, WCKY| Sarno Clay Mor- 
program director, a half-hour show | 22”: : arence Menser and William 

| Brooks. 
| heard once a week dramatized war | 
yard front-incidents to aid the 
| Red Cross blood plasma drive. Time | 
| was donated to the Red Cross by 
Stokes Industries, of Covington, ‘This 
Is Mine,’ a Saturday morning pitch | 
for child and adult education, was 
packaged by Jerry Belcher, station's 
public events director. 

Programs selected will be judged 
on a statewide basis at Columbus 
| With survivors entered in the nation- 
al competition conducted by 
Univ. of Ga. journalism school. 


| relations 
Education. 
WCKY shows honored were ‘Let 
Freedom Ring,’ ‘This Is Mine’ and 
CBS’s ‘Lux Radio Thatre.” The sta- 
tion’s presentation of Fulton Lewis, 
Jr., named best reporter of the news, 
also won top honors in that field. 


M.C. for New Show 


A half-hour variety show with 
Edward G. Robinson as m.c. includ- 
ing Bobby Ambruster’s orch was 
submitted ta National Kelvinator by | 
Geyer-Cornell ad agency last week. 

Show would also include a 12- 
the war 


effort. 


Hough on Blue Bd. 


Haroid Hough, KGKO, Fort Worth- 
Dallas, has been named a director of 
the Blue network, according to an 
announcement by Edward J. Noble. 
chairman of the board. Hough is 
chairman of the network’s planning 
and advisory committee. 

Hough’s appointment marks the 
first time in radio that a station rep, 
not a network stockholder, has been 
named a web director and is in line | 
with policy announced by Noble at | 
Chi meeting of Blue affiliates last 
month, 


George E. Halley 


TEXAS RANGERS LIBRARY 


WOTEL PICKWICK WMANSAS CITY, mo. 
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4 On December 13, 1943, in the Patio of the Pan American Union, Washington, D.C., WEE 
4 its director, Dr. Leo S. Rowe, in the pres2nce of members of the Diplomatic Corps, | il 
| The United States Congress, Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Aifairs, MT 
e made a formal presentation of this scroll on behalf of the Ambassadors of all Twenty NW 
: Latin-American Republics to WU 
ENRIC MADRIGUERA 
il 
| 
is 
recognition of ptoncer efforts i 
over the past decade anda half popularising 
Latin American tt Hye United States... 
advancing Pan Americanism through Hyis universal 1 
language the undersiqned Ambassadors’ 
and Minigters of North South and Central American al 
Republics, do elect Sx. Enric Madriguera the 
\Masical Anutbassador of Hye Americas 
Crite NICARAGUA 
/ if 
‘COLOMBIA PANAMA 
COSTA RICA PA cuay 
‘ Many thanks to your Excellencies, the Ambassadors of all our Latin-American 
Neighbors, for the great honor bestowed through your appointment of me as 
“Musical Ambassador of the Americas.” 
Yours for Hemisphere Solidarity, 
(ur 
‘ 


| 
| 
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‘STAR FOR A NIGHT’ 
With Paul Dougtas; Wendy Barrie, 
Hugh James, audience participants 
Writer: Bob Harris. 
Director: Jack Johnstone. 
30 Mins., Wed., 10:30 p.m. 
ADAM HATS 
WJZ-Blue, New York 
(Glicksman) 


To replace its 15-minute show, 
‘That's a Good One, which bowed 
out Dec. 5, Adam Hats has picked a 
combination of ‘amateur night’ anc 
‘Truth or Consequences,’ the main 
purpose of which seems to be to em- 
barrass volunteer participants in a 
comedy sketch staged for the studio 
audience. Of course, there's a little 


matter of a $1,001 prize to the winner | 
meter), | 


(judged by an applause 
which will take the sting out of a 
‘red face’ in amazingly fast time. 
Consolation prizes of $25 also are 
awarded. 
When heard opening night (15). the 
participants were two civilians anda 
sailor, so the ‘competition was a 
foregone conclusion, regardless of 
the dramatic or comic talents dis- 
layed. Wendy Barrie was an excel- 
ent choice for the first guest Star, 
and undoubtedly won a lot of new 
friends by the unaffected and charm- 
ing manner in which she went 
through a ‘stooge’ routine. Paul 
Douglas directed the buffoonery. 


Contestants were prodded through | 


burlesqued skits from ‘Carmen,’ 
which included nonsensical dialog in 
which Miss Barrie took part and 
singing bits by the amateurs. Hekum 
was predominant throughout, out- 
standing slice being a love-making 
routine between Douglas and the 
first male contestant which was sup- 
posed to be a rehearsal for a scene 
with Miss Barrie. 

Introductions to the star followed 
an overworked path in which the 
two males were smitten with the 
Hollywood gal, and she pulled the 
ancient gag of asking them for auto- 
graphs. But, as noted above. she 
managed by personality alone to sur- 
mount the difficulties tossed her way 
by the script, and emerged the only 
bright thing on the program. 

Attempt was made to kid the plugs, 


with Dougias interrupiing 


Hugh James whenever he started to 
read commercials, and at one spot the 
‘hackneyed biz of Douglas reading 
his ‘contract,’ setting forth ail the 
plugs which could not be read on the 
show, was worked in. In addition to 
razzing the sponsor's products, Doug- 
las also tossed a couple of fedoras to 
the audience for another hoke touch. 
As long as people like to witness 
and enjoy the discomfitures of fellow 
mortals it is io be supposed that the 
‘Star for a Night’ format will have 
some appeal. But, judging from the 
teeoff, revisions are in order before 
this program really establishes itself 
as serious competish for Kay Kyser 
and ‘Cresta Blanca Carnival,’ in the 
NBC and CBS parallel slots. 
Donn, 


‘BITS OF LIFE’ 

M. Oakley Christoph 

15 Mins.; Mon., 1:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WTIC, Hartferd 

This is a chatter program designed 
as a morale booster and liaison fea- 
ture for servicemen and their fa:n- 
ilies. Mrs. Christoph, a columnist on 
things theatrical for the Hartford 
Courant, is known around town as a 
blithe spirit, but she goes very, very 
serious on the radio, with the result 
that some of her material assumes a 
sobby aspect that would seem to de- 
feat the purpose of the show. 

She reads letters from servicemen 
concerning what they prefer the 
homefolks to do or not to do, and 
makes continual! pleas to listeners to 
write-in their suggestions as to what 
various mothers and sweethearts can 
do to compensate for the loss of 
loved ones away on the battle fronts. 
Use transcribed 
against some of her stories gives a 
‘Hearts and Flowers’ touch that pulls 
all the stops for soap-opéra addicts. 

Ander. 


batkgrounds | 


Aw, nuts. We're not going-to just 
sit here and say Nuthin’. That Philco 
show Sunday (19) was all right. 


The Allen guy, Fred. was only 
slightly tremendous (again) on his 
second program. And with a pinch- 
| hit guest at that. 


Bing Crosby has enjoyed a string 
‘of three successive sock perform- 
-ances within the usual time bridge 
ot a week. Two of these were on 
his own show, those with Lucille Ball 
and Phil Silvers. The third came in 
' between those two when he was a 
| guest of Ed Gardner on ‘Duffy's. All 
|hilarious. And Monday night (20) 
| he did a replay of his picture, ‘Dixie, 
{for the Lux hour. 


‘One Man's Family’ could use at 
least one character, or one perform- 
ance, out of its unvarying form. As 
heard Sunday night (19) on WEAF- 
NBC the Carleton E. Morse drama 
had the_same old flavor that became 
monotonous several years ago. The 


way it stresses scenes with group 
dialog, in contrast to the short scenes 
with only two or three people, as 
heard on most shows. But all the 
people in ‘One Man's Family’ seem 
to think alike, all talk alike—and the 
atmosphere of actionless, affectionate 
banter never changes. Neither do the 
emphasis and timing. Under the 
circumstances, the stanza’s popu- 
larity may be due not only to its long 
tenure in the choice spot immedi- 
ately following Edgar Bergen, but 
possibly to a sentimental fondness 
of many listeners for that syrupy 
picture of family life. 


Parks Johnson and Warren Hull 
played Santa to a group of boys 
from the Highlanders Boys “Ciub of 
Denver, Colo., on Monday (20) eve- 
ning’s session (8-8:30) of ‘Vox Pop.’ 
Stanza was an exhibition of the easy, 
self-assured manner and free deliv- 
ery of our youths, whose ages ranged 
fron) nine to 15 years; a sharp con- 
trast to the hesitant awkward ap- 
proach of the usual adult partici- 
pants. 

Santa Claus influence was evident 
in the giveaways. First lad at the 


‘SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT’ 
With Robert Magidoff 
15 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

Robert Magidoff, recently in Mos- 
cow for NBC and slated for an early 
return to the Russian war theatre, 
launched a new 
newscasts Mon. (20) and will be fol- 
lowed in the spot by other foreign 
and domestic analysts with overseas 
relays skedded in some cases. 


news bulletins from Russia, Italy and 
British air bases, with only a men- 
tion of the Pacific fighting, and was 
followed by a discourse on Russian 


|in the daily lives of Soviet civilians. 
Magidoff, no stranger to the airlanes 
| since his return from Russia where 
he covered developments from the 
| time German combat units crossed 
| the Polish border, held interest with 
his first-hand observations. 

S¢ emartiv. prepared to 
| interest housewives, presumably a 
slice of a 9:45 a.m. audience, 


rigt.cwas 


with explanations of principal food 
shortages in Russia and comparisons 
| between handling of the rationing 
program there and in the United 
States. Stressed also was the extent 
of sacrifice in Soviet homelands and 
the important position reserved for 
those engagec in vital war industry. 


| 


program's one unique aspect is the) 


series of morning | 


Tee-off broadcast consisted of brief | 


home front problems and conditions | 


Follow-Up Comment 


mike received a trained pony, two 
shirts, a sealed box not to be opened 
till Xmas and a long-distance call 
to Joe Gordon, N. Y. Yankee second 
| beseman, the boy's hero. Program 
followed the usual pattern, with the 
| youthful reps giving a good account 
of themse!ves. 


‘Chicago Theatre of the Air,’ at its | 
pre-Xmas_ presentation Saturday | 
night (18) over Mutual, gave a de- 
lightful performance of the perennial 
Yuletide favorite, Humperdinck’s 
fairy-tale opera, ‘Hansel and Gretel.’ 
It was ably sung throughout, with 
the English translation capturing all 
of its lyrical beauty. The entire pro- 
duction was presented in rhyme, in- 
cluding the lines of the narrator. 

First and foremost, however, Hum- 
perdinck’s opera is notable for its 
melodic score and the WGN Sym- 
phony Orchestra, under’ Henry 
Weber's direction; Marion Claire, in 
the role of Gretel, and Ruth Slater, 
as Hansel, did full justice to it. The 
orchestra’s rendition of the dream 
sequence was particularly. effective. 


Groucho Marx, injured in an auto 
accident earlier in the week, was 
missing from the Pabst Blue Ribbon 
Town show Saturday (18) night 
(CBS), with brother Chico subbing 
and Vera Vague moving over from 
the Bob Hope program as guest star. 
The results were something less than 
satisfactory, with neither Chico nor 
Miss Vague contributing anything 
even remotely approaching the usual 
sock material that has made the 
Groucho Marx program one of the 
top comedy shows of the air. Even 
Leo Gorcey seemed to have been af- 
fected by the overall listlessness of 
the stanza. Chico was little more 
than a straight man for the Vague 
barbs, which invariably missed fire. 
The finale skit, portraying Mis 
Vague in boy-crazy role and Chico 
as a doctor, was singularly unfunny. 
Judging from the response, however, 
the entire program, which included 
the usual final vocal sequences by 
Fay MacKenzie and Bill Day, was 
ymade to order for the boys at the 
Santa Anita Training Center, where 
the broadcast originated. 


_ Jeanne Cagney gave an ingratiat- 
ing performance Saturday (18) on 
Armstrong’s ‘Theatre of Today’ on 
WABC-CBS. It was a particularly 
admirable job, since the script, about 
a supposedly insane girl and an in- 
sane mother, was incredible as well 
as unpleasant. Incidentally, the copy 
for Armstrong’s closing commercial 
was a bit silly. 

Dinah Shore was an ingratiating 
guest Wednesday night (15) on the 
| ‘Duffy’s’ program on WJZ-Blue for 
| Bristol-Myers. Highlight of the date 
| was her singing of a satirical num- 


ber, ‘Leave Us Face It, We're in 
Love, supposed to be written by 
Archie (Ed Gardner). Piece was 


equal to its title and Miss Shore ex- 
tracted the full value of it. However, 
her comedy dialog with Gardner and 
| the others on the show was slightly 
| off, mostly a matter of mis-timing 
and slow pickup of cues which 
should have been corrected by the 
director. 


‘Now Forever,’ 
serial on WABC-CBS, has gained 
| dramatic interest with the addition 
| of the character of a new girl, Nancy, 
| a sinister bit of fluff not unlike’ the 
soft vixen in ‘Guest in the House.’ 
| The feline quality of the part, though 
{not blatant, is clearly written and 
|neatly played, so it’s immediately ap- 
| parent to the listener. Marilyn 
Erskine has the part. 


sustaining 


Fanny Brice had a chance for a 


smart switch in her Baby Snooks 
| routine Thursday night (16) on the 
| Maxwell House show ons WEAF- 


NBC, but the scripter missed it in 
the usual sort of climax. Situation 
iad Snuuks, with several bucks from 
| Daddy to pay for a shirt from the 
faundry, receiving a saiesman at the | 
door, For several minutes she stood | 
him on his head, but just when she 
might have reversed the usual pro- 
cedure, the skit ended whem she once 
more jazzed up her old man. Still, 
it was a funny routine. 


Bobby Ruffin, making the loser’s 
after-the-fight spiel to the radio 
audience in the Gillette broadcast of 
the Sammy Angott-Ruffin bout over 
WOR-Mutual last Friday night (17), 
carried a stupid practice to its logical 
conclusion, After the customary re- 
assurances to his nrother that he 
wasn't hurt, he expressed greetings 
to an apparently endless list of ac- 
quaintances. Where Ruffin intro- 
duced a new wrinkle, however, was 
in reading the names from a paper 
prepared in advance and handed him 
b, his manager, at the bell. It was 
such an obvious imposition on the 
sponsor and network and listeners 
that Ruffin himself apologized and 
Bill Corum made _ several cracks 
about it. Actually, however, Ruffin 
need not have offered any excuse. 
What he did was merely more sys- 


fighters have done in such circum- 
stances. Unwittingly, he demon- 
strated just how ludicrous such ring 
interviews have become. Now, per- 
haps, Gillette and Mutual will drop 
the whole fatuous procedure. 


Ethel Merman guested and Perry 
Como subbed for Alfred Drake (do- 
ing ‘Oklahoma’ matinee) on ‘Broad- 
way Matinee’.on CBS Thursday (16) 
and the combination resulted in a 
lively 25-minute performance. Miss 
Merman, in addition to chirping ‘So 
Help Me’ and ‘Pocketful of Dreams’ 
with special lyrics and her usual 
socko delivery, was active through- 
out the show and handled script 
lines with aplomb. An opening bit 
with Como, in which the guest 
thwarted his attempts to interview 
her by firing question after question 
at him, was good for moderate 
laughs. But a skit having to do with 
an allegorical pageant penned by 
Miss Merman for presentation on the 
program (pageant itself was finally 
shelved when she included herself 
out) didn’t quite hit-the mark. 

Como handled his song chores ably, 
but he lacks assurance when han- 
dling banter and announcements. A 
little more experience, however, 
should develop the converted band 
vocalist into a pleasing mike per- 


sonality. Como’s song was ‘Tempta- 
tion.’ 
Roma Wine’s ‘Suspense’ stanza, 


‘Wet Saturday,’ Thursday (16) (8- 
8:30 p.m.) on CBS featured Charles 
Laughton in a slick dramatization of 
a father trying to extricate his. 
daughter from a slight case of mur- 
der. Laughton emphasized the dra- 
matic nuance of the script by delib- 
erately underplaying his part as the 
calm, collected parent who in the end 
has to sacrifice his son in order to 
save the daughter. The son had al- 
ways been a problem to his parents 
anyway. Remainder of the cast all 
contributed performances that added 
up to a click airing. 


Hale’s Christmas _ radio 
drama featured the first presentation 
in America of the true story behind 
the carol, ‘Silent Night.” This unique 
broadcast, heard Sunday (19) over 
KOA, Denver, was the fifth in a 
series of programs produced by serv- 
icemen stationed at Hale. 

At variance mM many major points 
with the accepted versions of how 
‘Silent Night’ was written, the Camp 
Hale story described, in a dramatic 
manner, how Father Mohr, priest of 
the village of Oberndorf, Austria, 
and Franz Gruber wrote and com- 
posed the hymn in 1818. 

The program was written by Pvt. 
Hannes Kohr and Sgt. Harold Dyren- 
forth, both of whom also participated 
as actors. Pvt. Kohr is himself a na- 
tive of Oberndorf. 

‘Camp Hale Story,’ which is pre- 
sented every other Sunday over 
KOA, is unusual among Army broad- 
casts in many ways. Centering 
around three main characters—typ- 
ical Camp Hale soldiers—it is de- 
signed to present a true picture of 
the experiences of servicemen at the 
camp. No attempt is made to in- 
vent unusual complications in the 
lives of the leading characters: 
rather, they are presented at the 
daily work of preparing for overseas 
duty. 

‘Camp Hale Story’ is prepared by 
the camp's Radio Production Club, 
under the supervision of Capt. Har- 
old J. Alford, special service officer 
of the Tenth Division. 

‘Flashgun Casey,’ sustaining ad- 
venture series on WABC-CBS, is 
ideally spotted in the 11:30-midnight 
spot Saturday nights. It’s a hokum 
romantic yarn about a newspaper 
photog and his sob-sister gat. usually 

(Continued on page 40) 


EDUCATION FOR FREEDOM 
With Alois Havrilla, Mark Van Deo- 
ren, Rebert Hutchins, Joseph A. 
Brandt, Stringfellow Barr, Scott 
Buchanan, Robert I. Gannon, Alex- 
ander Meiklejohn, John Erskine, 
Mortimer Adler, Pitirim Sorokin, 
John Nef, Alfred Noyes, Walter 

Lippman 
15 Mins.; Monday, 10:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-MUTUAL, New York 

Mutual, in cooperation with Edu- 
cation for Freedom, Inc., recently 
(Dec. 13) launched an ambitious and 
literate program with Mark Van 
Doren as the teeoff speaker and 
Alois Havrilla as announcer. Hav- 
rilla will remain, but the speakers 
will change weekly. 

Purpose of the program and of 
Edugation for Freedom, according to 
Van Doren, is to impress upon the 
public qualities needed by citizens of 
a democracy to preserve their frec- 
dom and combat future threats of 
fascism. The qualities are, said Van 
Doren, ability to think for oneself, 
ability to see all men, not as eco- 
nomic, political or biological units, 
‘but as free and single men endowed; 
with certain inalienable rights; neces- 
sity for a democratic citizen to be a 
man of principle and not of expe- 
diency, so that he will have the cour- 
age as well as knowledge to make 
hard choices necessary if a nation is 
to keep its freedom.’ 


This was the general elevated tone 
of the program, which, with the 
proper promotion, will be able to 
reach a select group that may be in- 
fluential in molding a firm post-war 
democracy. 


Havrilla suggested that future 
stanzas be listened to by groups, for 
discussion purposes, 


‘GIBSON, O’NEIL AND PETRILLO’ 
With Caesar Petrillo Orchestra 


Sustaining 
Wed., 11:05-11:30 p.m. 


25 Mins.; 

(CWT) 
WBBM-CBS, Chicago 

Only adjective that describes this 
show is ‘weird,’ for it carries prob- 
ably the two most opposite personal- 
ities on the WS3BM-CBS list of per- 
formers, Danny O'Neil, the tenor, 
and Paul Gibson, marathon ad lib 
spieler. Show, which doesn’t even 
have a script due to Gibson’s ad lib 
stints, is batted back and forth be- 
tween O'Neil’s songs and long dis- 
courses on anything that pops into 
Gibson’s mind ranging from adenoids 
to Zulus. 

Interspersed with Caesar Petrillo’s 
music, the program has a fair pace 
but ieaves the listener wondering 
whether he is hearing a good show 
or whether several performers got 
on the wrong show by accident. 

Show, which takes the place of 
‘King Arthur’s Court,’ isn’t good and 
isn’t bad—it’s just different. Pro- 
gram might go places if the format 
develops and if the listeners ever get 
to understand what the shooting is 
all about. Hunt. 


‘NEW VOICES’ 

Cast: Bernice Byers, Jimmy Foster, 
Carol Moss, Bill Fender, Merte Pitt 
Orch 

25 Mins.; Sat., 7:35 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WNEW, New York 
Another version of the free-talent 

‘audition’ idea, this ‘New Voices’ pro- 

gram uses professional singers who 

havé never had a commercial series, 
with the winner, selected by a board 
of judges and the votes of listeners, 
given his own program on WNEW. 


Each of three contestants on each 
hraodeast gets two numbers. with 
Merle Pitt's small house orchestra 


providing the background and an- 
nouncer Bill Fender introducing. 

On the initial stanza Saturday eve- 
n.ng (18) the contestants were 
Bernice Byers, Jimmy Foster and 
Carol Moss. All sang pops and all 
were passable. As a whole, though, 
the show emerged more as audition 
than as entertainment. After all, the 


prime aim from a listener standpoint 
should be the latter. Hobe. 
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SPONSORS 
MULL 


With Lever Bros. already setting 
up plans to buy supplementary time 
on stations throcgheut the seuth for 
a half-hour transcribed show of its 
Thursday night NBC Bob Burns pro- 
gram, and the sponsors of two other 
nighttime programs mulling a similar 
extension of their shows to offset 
bad network facilities the 
fringes,’ indications point to big- 
time recorded shows starting to 
creep back. In some quarters it’s 
regarded as fairly certain that they'll 
regain their former hold during 1944. 


In addition to Lever Bros., Anacin, 
sponsors of the CBS Wednesday 
night ‘Easy Aces’ show, and Kolynos, 
sponsors of the CBS ‘Mr. Keen’ 
Thursday night program, are also 
considering the use of the supple- 
mentary facilities via other network 
time for the half-hour transcribed 
shows. Anacin for a while was also 
dickering for Canadian time for the 
‘Easy Aces’ program, but the idea 
was recently abandoned due to ex- 
cessive costs. 

At the present time the Jack 
Benny show is the only major night- 
time program that’s transcribed and 
aired on another network. Comedy 
show is carried on the Don Lee 
Coast circuit, since Benny wants a 
nighttime Coast audience. 

Sponsors dropped tne supplemen- 
tary shows following the Petrillo 
recording ban and the inauguration 
of the full network discount, which 
made it considerably cheaper to 
utilize the full coast-to-coast facili- 
ties of a web. P & G and General 
Mills, in particular, favored the 
transcription idea to enjoy the bene- 
fits of strong stations on other net- 
work time, although the recording 
ban had little effect on the P & G 
daytime serial non-musical format. 

Just how successful the supple- 
mentary show programming will 
work out depends on the ability of 
the sponsors and agencies to line up 
the facilities of top stations whose 
time, since the dropping of the tran- 
scription repeats, has in virtually all 
cases been bought up. 

Lever Bros. move to reach a 
larger audience in the South ties in 
with its Lifebuoy Soap sales pitch 
with stress on the perspiration angle, 
which, obviously, commands but lit- 
tle wintertime attention up north. 


‘War Dept. Report’ 


Available to Radio 
For Own Snonsorship 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

‘War Department Report,’ new 45- 
minute official Army film to be re- 
leased for showings to war workers 
Dec. 26, will also be available for 
radio stations, NAB announces in a 
Special bulletin to its members. 

‘Radio statfons may obtain prints 
for studio showings or as station- 
Sponsored programs before civic 
clubs or other local groups of their 
Own choosing,’ said NAB. ‘This 45- 
minute film was previewed in Wash- 
ington recently and it will grip and 
hold any size audience that your 
station is able to assemble, in studio, 
theatre or civic auditorium. Avail- 
able in both 16 and 35 mm. sound 
films. 

Bookings must be arranged 
through Capt. Monroe Greenthal, In- 
dustrial Services Division, Army 
Bureau of Public Relations, in Wash- 
ington. Greenthal is a former film 
industry p.a. who served with WPB 
before going into the Army. 


Educator’s ‘G-Man’ 
Play Gets Tex. Airing 


San Antonio, Dec. 21. 


Original playlet, ‘Adventures of a 
G-Man,’ authored by Dr. Leslie C. 
Procter, will be featured on the 
Texas School of the Air over the 
Texas Quality Network on Wednes- 
day (22). Dr. Procter is supervisor 
of radio and visual education in the 
State department of education. 

He is a well-known Texas author 
and writer of juvenile books. 


| WEIL Rounds Up Yule 
Cheer for GI Boys But 


Dinners Go A-Beggin’ 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Philly lived up to its ‘brotherly 
love’ rep in sensational style this 
week. WFIL plugged Xmas spirit by 
asking citizens to entertain service- 
men in town over the holidays at 
Christmas dinners and got such a 
tremendous response that the service 
organizations cooperating ran out of 
G. I. guys. 

Ted Oberfelder, WFIL promotion 
director, who turned the invitations 
over to Army and Navy public re- 
lations officers, was told that hungry 


Blayne Butcher Goes 
To Newell Emmett 


Blayne Butcher, who resigned re- 
cently from the radio department of 
the Ward Wheelock agency, has 
joined the radio department of the 
Newell Emmett agency. 

Butcher will probably take over 
the new Dunninger show, which 
bows in on the Blue network for 
Kem-Tone on Jan. 5, and will also 
supervise the ‘Can You Top This’ 
Monday night program on WOR. 


servicemen had to be ‘rationed’ be- 
cause of scarcity so more than 100 
‘thank - you-but-regret-to-inform-no- 
Xmas-guests available’ were sent out 


to warm-hearted Philly families. 


Probe Yanking of ‘RCAF Smiles’ Air 
Show Off CBC Net Due to AFM Nix 


Ottawa, Dec. 21. 

Royal Canadian Air Force head- 
quarters here will hold an ‘inquiry’ 
into the withdrawal of the air force 
radio show, ‘RCAF Smiles,’ from a 
Canadian Broadcasting Corp, west- 
ern network on order of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians.. With 
cast including fliers from Australia, 
England, New Zealand and Canada, 
show had teed off on several western 
Canada CBC outlets before, RCAF 
said, the AFM ‘looked on it with 
great disfavor.’ 


RCAF reports ‘Smilies’ airing was 


designed for personnel entertain- 
ment and cast had not charged for 
work. 


Union agreed airmen could play 
musical instruments but ‘wou!d not 
be allowed to do so on a radio pro- 
gram unless all held memberships 
in the Canadian affiliate of the AFM.’ 

Same headaches came up more 
than a year ago when AFM ordered 
RCAF Central Band off the air. At 
that time, Air Minister C. G. Power 
issued order that RCAF musicians 
could play ‘where and when’ they 
wanted. 


Blue and Mates! 
Station 
for 
Memphis 


WMPS is under the 
same management as 
WCPO, Cincinnati, Ohio 
and WHOX, Knoxville, Tenn. 
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Rewrite White-Wheeler Bill 


Continued from page 36 
feel it is equipped to do something 


shall, by licensing choose the Sta- | 
tions which shall operate on the) about it. 

ether highways. To put it another | ‘But I think these radio gentlemen 
way, the traffic officer simply guides talked about industrial self-regula- 
and controls the traffic which com s tion and about complete freedom, 
along on the highway, but the licens- | and so on. They have had complete 
ing authority determines what cars| freedom to go in and build up this 
shall compose the traffic, or what | program structure through the years, 
cars shall be permitted upon the and you can take the morning paper 
highways. | and lay before yourself the result of 


’Phone Rehearsal 


Patsy Campbell, flu victim, did 
her rehearsing via telephone last 
Saturday (18) -for her skedded 
WBNX, N. Y., Sunday appear- 
ance on a program for German- 
American children sponsored by 
the Civilian Defense Volunteer 
Office. Miss Campbell's reading 
and timing of ‘The Night Before 
Christmas’ and the famous N. Y. 
Sun editorial, ‘Is There a Santa 
Claus’? was checked by phone 
from her home with the rest of 
the cast standing by in the stu- 
dio. 


..~make .that monopoly far more 
powerful than it ever has been in 
the past.’ 


‘The court stresses that public in- 
terest involves something more than | 
technological considerations in tire 
process of chocsing licensees, 
at no point either before or after the 
quoted paragraph is there any refer- |, 
ence to programs or program contro 
Under Section 326 of the Act, the) 
Commission is_ specifically denied | 
the power to tell a radio station what | 
it shall or shall not broadcast. The 
only power which the Commission 
does have is the power to review the 
overall service of a station, to de- 
termine whether it is operating in 
accordance with public interest 
convenience and necessity. 

‘In short. the cry of the networks 
at these hearings has been for 
Congress to ‘repeal the Supreme 
Court decision.’ I have shown you 
that the decision has nothing to do 
with programs and therefore to over- 
turn the court’s decision would have 
no effect so far as programs are con- 
cerned. It comes down to this. 

‘The only result that would follow 
from a repeal of the Supreme Court 
decision would be the restoration of 
the monopoly that the big networks 
formerly enjoyed. This monopoly 
must not be restored, particularly 
when we are on the threshhold of 
television and FM which would 


At another stage in the hearings. 
Sen. Ernest W. McFarland, Arizona 
Democrat, asked Fly: ‘I take it you 
do not believe the broadcasting com- 
panies present good programs as a 
whole, and from what I gather from 
your testimony I assume your rem- 
edy would be to make it possible for 
a greater variety of programs.’ 

‘Iam not asking for any control 


all that freedom. 


‘Now, if Congress can devise a way 
to bring about a greater degree of 
but | responsibility there in terms of the 
‘law itself, rather than in terms of 
| having an administrative agency reg- 
1. | ulate it from hour to hour, it might 


well produce some good results.’ 
Free Enterprise 


‘What they are talking about,’ com- 
mented Wheeler, ‘is that they want 
to have free enterprise to send out 
over the air anything that they 
themselves determine as to what the 
public wants and what is in the in- 
terest of the public. They want to 
set up their own standards. I do not 
want to see the Government have a 
monopoly and say that only certain 
news can go out over the air, nor do 
I want some industry, on the theory 
that they must have free enterprise, 
to have a monopoly, nor to have a 
small group of companies say what 
is in the best interest of the public 
of the United States and give them a 


monopoly on ideas in this country.’ 


In response to another question, 
Fly said that ‘the various educational 
and scientific programs have been 
either deleted or cuffed around in 
terms of the quantity of time and 
the desirability of the time accorded 
them.’ He said during the week of 
Dec. 12 ‘duripg the best listening 
hours which are from 7 to 11 in the 
evenings, NBC gave one hour and 
45 minutes of sustaining programs as 


against 26 hours and 15 minutes of 


commercial programs. For the same 


period, he continued, CBS gave two 
hours and 15 minutes of sustaining 
and 45 


time as against 25 hours 
minutes of commercial time. 


‘The way public educational pro- 


grams could be protected. without 


leaving it 


up to the Commission,’ 


Flu germs surrendered in time 
for the actress to appear Sunday 
night (19) and the program 
went off on schedule. 


Forecasts Tele 
Delay in Aussie 


Sydney, Dec. 21. 

Sir Ernest Fisk, chairman of Amal- 
gamated Wireless and aiso active in 
commercial radio, on his recent re- 
turn from the United States proph- 
esied that television was a certainty 
for Australia with the coming of 
peace, but opined widespread service 
could not be expected within five 
years. Major problem for local com- 
mercial tele operators, he said, would 
be high cost of programs. 

This obstacle, according to Sir 
Ernest, probably would be worked 
out in England and the U. S. with 
Australian outfits as beneficiaries. He 
also predicted that technical prob- 
lems which now prevent long range 
tele hookups also would be sur- 
mounted, 


AUSSIE BUILDS UP 
ITS RADIO SERVICE 


Sydney, Dec. 21. 
The Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission, in association with United 
States authorities, is going ahead 
iwith erection of additional equip- 
ment to existing outlets and con- 


there.’ replied Fly. ‘I do not want| Said Wheeler, ‘would be for us to |Struction of one new station in the 
to be understood as suggesting that| W'ite into the law that when a radio ‘Southwest Pacific combat area. New 
you authorize the Commission to do| license was granted, they would have outlet is being installed-to provide 


anything about it, or to adopt sing & 


regulations on the subject. It is con- 


ceivable that Congress itself could| tremely valuable thing, because the} 


New CAMEL PROGRAM, Friday | 


Mgt.: LOU CLAYTON 


| and 


to devote some time jn return for 
getting a license, which is an ex- 


minute that you get one of these 


| wavelengths you can get an extremely 
| valuable thing 


that may *be worth 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
The way that can be done is this: to 
write into the law a provision that, 
when you grant a license to a station, 
that station should be required, and 
that network should be required, to 
devote a certain amount of its time 
to educational programs or to the 
public service.’ 


Washington._-WMATL., Blue station 
here, has added two announcers. to 
the staff. They are Robert Tree West, 
formeriy with WHOM. New York; 
Allen Hampton. ex-chief an- 
nouncer for WSLS, Roanoke. 
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National Representatives 


THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


GREATEST 


;ace reception by troops in advance 
\fighting zones. 

Also planned are plenty of relayed 
programs from the U. S. to give 
fighting men an abundance of news 
and entertainment from home. 


WCAU’s Space-Grabbing 
In School, College Mags 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

WCAU is tapping a hitherto un- 
mined source of publicity — the 
school and college magazines. 

Under the aegis of Emma Mae 
Roberts, station promotion director, 
a weekly news letter columned by 
| Katharine Clark, WCAU’s news com- 
~mentater, is sent and printed in more 
| than 50 school publications. 
| The institutions include 
finishing schools, private, public and 


| parochiai. Faculties have notified 
the station that the newsletter. in ad- 
dition to being used in school publi- 
cations, would be utilized in @lass- 


rooms for current events studigs. 


Follow-Up Comment | 


——— Continued from page 38 


| taking the form of a whodunit and 
WWwith a tough managing editor and 
| thick-wit cop as subsidiary charac- 
It's all stereotype and a trifle 
| juvenile, but acceptable light enter- 


that-hour. 


fas 
Albert Spalding, whose autobiog- 
i|raphy, ‘Rise and Follow,’ was dis- 
| sected on ‘Of Men and Books’ via | 
CBS (18), emphasized that while two | 
mechanical mediums, the phonograph 
and radio, immediately came to mind 
as reasons for the growth of musical 
America ‘from adolescence to ma- 
turity’ during the past 25 years, a 
third, films, was equally important. 
The violinist pointed out that films 
have had symphonic scores for years, 
many of them “by composers of talent 
and worth. Through motion pic- 
tures, good music has been ‘thrust’ 
upon millions of Americans, and 


‘inany of them, not even knowing it, 
thrive on. this infiltration.’ 

Radio, Spalding continued, ‘is doing 
for music what printing did for 
literature.’ 


Philip Morris Playhouse on Friday 
(17) night presented Brian Donlevy 
in a vivid dramatization of the saga 
of ‘Wake Island.’ Donlevy played the 


part of the island’s Marine comman- 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


With 73 out of 210 former staff members of the four Chi networks in 
the armed forces, NBC leads all the others. WGN-Mutual is second with 
63, CBS has 58 and the Blue Network 16. Among the brass hats that are 
in service are Lt. Col. Buck Weaver, former head of the CBS news room, 
now in Italy; Lt. Commander Carl Meyers, former chief engineer of WGN- 
CBS; Lt. J. Clinton Stanley of the Navy, former asst. production manager 
at the Blue, and Lt. Bob Elson, former WGN sportscaster, now in the Navy. 

Corp. George Voutsas, former NBC director, is directing the air force 
show, ‘I Sustain the Wings,’ with Glenn Miller’s Army Air Force band. 
Pvt. Edward S. King, former NBC director, is producing air shows for the 
Army. 


CBS is making available to all its affiliates transcriptions of the Dec. 3 
broadcast by Edward Murrow, its correspondent in London, which was 
shortwaved here almost immediately after he alighted from the bomber 
which took him over Berlin in the devastating raid of the preceding night, 
and which took the lives of three other correspondents. Several of the sta- 
tions which failed to pick up the broadcast have since put in a bid for the 
transcription, resulting in CBS's move to give it widespread distribution. 

Murrow’s talk has also been incorporated by CBS into an attractive 
brochure, 


Robert St. John, NBC’s roving foreign correspondent who returned to 
New York recently, has been huddling with network execs for contract 
renewal discussions. Reported new dicker will set St. John on one weekly 
news report program at an estimated $1,000 per broadcast. 

With lucrative fieldeon lecture platforms and outside writing ventures 
facing the commentator he is said to be averse to signing up for too many 
mike appearances requiring his presence in New York. 

St. John is set for master of ceremonies duties on NBC's special overseas 
Christmas roundup and presumably will continue to appear on network 
shows pending completion of contract negotiations. 


Something like the Lou Costello incident, when the comedian went on 
the air following news of the tragic drowning of his one-year-old son, has 
been repeated in the case of radio actor Bill Grey. 

The Navy Department notified him several days ago that his son, Warren, 
21-year-old ensign, first pilot on a PBY plane, was reported missing fol- 
lowing a sub patrol mission over the Atlantic. A day later Grey clowned 
his way through NBC’s morning sustainer, ‘Mirth and Madness.’ 


The rising popularity of hillbilly music on the radio is the subject of a 
forthcoming article written for Satevepost. Piece deals particularly with 
the ‘Grand Old Op’ry’ show, which this year went full network on NBC 
after several years as one of the top programs heard in the south. The 
hillbilly program originates from Nashville and has a rating of 12. 

Other hillbilly network programs also having good ratings are the NBC 
Barn Dance (11.4), and the Colgate Judy Canova program on CBS (11.5). 


Mutual’s ‘This Is Fort Dix,’ emceed by Tom Slater, celebrated its fourth 
anniversary Sunday (19). George McCoy, who used to conduct the side- 
walk interviews in front of the Hotel Astor in New York, was heard on 
a pickup from North Africa, where he runs a similar program for his 
brothers-in-arms. 


OWI was so impressed with Philco’s teeoff ‘Radio Hall of Fame’ program 
(‘Winged Victory,’ Bob Hope, Jimmy Durante, Hildegarde, Maurice Rocco, 
Quentin Reynolds) that it is recording all the Philco-‘Variety’ shows hence- 
forth for shipment to the warfronts. 


Blue Network is currently considering adding femme musicians to its 
house orchestra, at present time experimenting with a few gals in the 
string section. If policy is adopted, Blue will be the first net to use femmes 
extensively. 


der with intensity and intelligence, 
and managed to sound convincing. 
The rest of the cast were equally ef- 
fective, and it all added up to a click 
session, 

It was fitting that such an episode 
should receive reenactment at this 
time, when our armed forces are en- 
gaged in the invasion of similar is- 
lands in the Southwest and Middle 
Pacific. 


EXPECTING ? ? 


Saturday’s (18) broadcast of ‘An 
Englishman Looks at Brooklyn’ over 
NBC was on a par with the previous 
programs in the series produced by 
Geoffrey Bridson, who also scripts 
the show in collaboration with Hyde 
Partnow. About a dozen Brooklyn- 


MADELINE 


The whole show, incidentally, is 
recorded and played over BBC to 
English audiences later. Production 
| went along smoothly with a studio + | 
audience in for some community ad 
libbing. 

Bernadine Fiynn, on _ Crisco’s AND HIS 
newspaper over CBS (14), broadcast 
portions of Meyer Berger’s moving|fJ ALL GIRL ORCHESTRA 
N. ¥: Times story on the train of 
wounded soldiers from Halloran 4 
General Hospital to hospitals nearer | Nou Working in Their 
their homes. Miss Flynn must have | First Paramount Picture 
brougs: tears to ihe eyes of many 
tale per- Personal Management 
ectly read. iss Flynn, incidentally, 
has not yet entirely shaken off on ERNEST LIEBMAN 


| Hampton. 
swank 


ites were brought to che mike to tell 
their stories to narratcr - Burford 
Most impressive amateur 
thespiar was the president of the 
Society for the Prevention of Dis- 
naraging Remarks to Brooklyn, com- | 
prising 26,000 members, who agreed 
with the Damon Runyon crack about | 
‘We love people who love Brooklyn,’ 


Babies and Children 
Delineated Painlessly 
16 Years Network Experience 


LExingteon 2-1100 


Currently 


Annabelle on David Harum 


the news show, the ‘Sade’ characteri- | 1440 Broadway, New York 


zation she portrays in the ‘Vic and | Direction: William Morris Agcy. 
Sade’ sketch. 


We Must BE 


G oop 


“We thank you, WMBG, 
For such good things in forty-three! 
The best of music and good, clean fun— 
Your programs must please everyone— 
The news and quizzes, stories, plays— 
Give pleasure, profit, nights and days!” 
For the best in ’43, stay tuned to WMBG. 


"WMBG Richmond, Va. NBC 
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FCC Bares Plan to License Stations 


For 3 Years; to 


Stagger Renewals 


Washington, Dec. 21. + 

A plan to step up the license 
period of standard broadcast stations 
to three years has been announced 
py FCC. This is the maximum al- 
Jowed under the Communications Act. 
At present no stations are licensed 

- more than two years. 
in order to spread the work of 
handling applications, initial re- 
newals will be for staggered periods 
ranging from one year to two years 
and nine months. Thereafter all re- 
newals will be for a full three years. 

‘This action,’ said FCC chairman 
James L. Fly, ‘is in line with the 
policy of the FCC and its predeces- 
sor, the Federal Radio Commission, 
t. extend the length of licenses 
whenever the advancement of the 
radio art and the growth of the radio 
industry seemed to warrant such ex- 
tension. 

‘In deciding the matter of extend- 
ing the normal term of licenses, the 
Commission has always had to con- 
sider the concept of a license as & 
public trust and the need ef the in- 
dustry for all the assurance and 
stability that seemed consistent with 
the public trust concept.’ ? 

In 1927, when the Federal Radio 
Commission was organized, licenses 
were issucd for 60 days. The fol- 
lowing year, the normal license 
period moved up to three months. 
This was increased to six months in 
1931. In 1939, FCC first authorized 
one-year licenses and, in October, 
1941, increased the period to two 
years. 

Expiration Dates 

Under the stagger plan announced 
Wednesday, expiration dates. will be 
as follows: 

Nov. 1, 1946, for stations operating 
o> the frequencies: 640, 650, 660, 670, 
680, 690, 700, 710, 720, 730, 740, 750, 
760, 770, 780, 800, 810, 820, 830, 840, 
850, 860, 870, 880, 890, 900, and 940 
k.c. 

May 1, 1945, for stations on 990, 
1000, 1010, 1020, 1030, 1040, 1050, 1060, 
1070, 1080, 1090, 1100, 1120, 1130, 
1140, 1160, 1179, 1180, 1199, 1200, 1210, 
1220, 1500. 1510, 1520, 1530, 1540, 1550, 
1560, 1570, and 1580 k.c. 

May 1, 1946, for stations on 550, 
560, 570, 580, 590, 600, 610, 620, 630, 
and 790 k.c. 

May 1, 1947, for stations on 910, 
920, 930, 950, 960, 970, 980, 1150, and 
1250 k.c. 

Nov. 1, 1945, for stations on 
1270, 1280, 1290, 1300, 1310, 1320, 
1350, and 1360 k.c. 

Nov. 1, 1947, for stations on 
1380, 1390, 1410, 1420, 1430, 1440, 
1470, 1480, 1590, and 1600 k.c. 


1260, 
1330, 


1 370, 
1460, 


‘ Feb. 1, 1946, for stations on 1230 

am 1, 1946, for stations on 1240 
_ Feb, 1, 1947, for stations on 1340 
_ Avg 1, 1947, for stations on 1400 
Feb 1, 1948, for stations on 1450 
1, 1948, tor stauons 1490) 


10,500 Hillbilly Fans 
Flock to WKRC (Cincy) 
Fiddlin’ Champ Contest 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 


WKRC chose the worst week in 
Cincinnati show business to stage a 
hillbilly fiddlin’ championship con- 
test and did a land office business. 
More than 10,500 hillbilly fans filed 
through the doors of Cincinnati’s 
Music Hali for three shows Sunday 
(19) fiddling. Red Herron, of the 
WKRC talent staff, defeated Natchez 
the Arizona Indian, former national 
champion Clayton McMitchen and 
seven other fiddling contestants. 
Over 2,500 people stood in line for 
over an hour in 20-degree weather 
waiting for the doors to open. 

Also featured in the jamboree 
were Jimmy Scribner, radio’s one- 
man show with his Johnson Family 
(Mutual), Ramblin’ Red Foley and 
Little Eva of the WLS National Barn 
Dance, and other headline acts, 


Sidebotham, Holmes 
Join Compton Agcy. 


John A. Sidebotham, formerly 
with Knight & Gilbert and Fuller & 
Smith & Ross, has joined the Comp- 
ton agency as art director. 

Beth Holmes, formerly with B.B.D. 


& O., has joined the Compton copy 
department, 


.cshow-is a 


Station’s Bond Unit 


Fargo, N. D., Dec. 21. 
Fifteen WDAY entertainers trek 
out of Fargo, Jan. 19, on a War Bond 
Caravan slated to hit six Minnesota 
towns, Fergus Falls, Glenwood, 
Brainerd, Detroit Lakes, Thief River 
Falls, Crookston and Grafton, N. D. 

Troupe is due back here Jan. 27, 


Chi Femme Show 
Clicks in Switch 
To ‘Man's Angle’ 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

With millions of dollars a year be- 
ing spent in radio trying to hit the 
woman’s angle on air shows, Paul 
Gibson, WBBM spieler here, has 
evolved what is considered an un- 
usual approach in its selling power. 
It’s exactly opposite of almost every 
other program on the air aimed at 
femme appeal. Income from various 
sponsors who have been on the pro- 
gram for years totals in excess of 


$3,000 a week on a purely local show. 

Gibson, who has been on the air 
3-and-a-half years and has received 
more than 100,000 letters from listen- 
ers, bases his entire program on the 
theory that women are more inter- 
ested in men in the news, science, 
chemistry, people and places than 
they are in the home, knitting, ete. 

Format of Gibson’s show is sim- 
ple: Don't pull any punches, assume 
that the average woman listener is 
grown up and can take the plain un- 
varnished truth: if anything point 
the program towards a men’s appeal 
rather than toward women’s. 

Program, which is on the air 6-6:55 
a.m. (CWT) and 4-4:30 p.m. (CWT) 
five times a week has a curious set- 
up. Sponsored or owned by the 
Housewives’ Protective League, any 
organization can apply to have his 
product sponsored by the league 
and if accepted he in turn becomes 
a participating sponsor of the pro- 
gram. In the process, the product 
of the applicant is tested by house- 
wives who belong to the league and 
if they endorse it Gibson takes it on. 
He plugs as many as six or eight 
different products in his hour and 
25 minutes on the air. 

Gibson has a direct approach to 
his listeners. He tells them about 
one of his sponsors products, tells 
them the cost, that its pretty good, 
that if it weren't the outfit probably 
wouldn't be iii business. Exampie of 
curious results he achieves on his 
beak--on knitting that had 
to be pulled off the program after 
two weeks because of no results 
while books with a distinctly mascu- 
line appeal are eaten up by the 
femmes. 

Among the products that are spon- 
sors of the show are books, butter, 
breakfast cereal, motion pictures, 
weather stripping, prunes, griddle 


cakes and household cleanser. Gib- 
son won't accept vitamins, loan 
campanies, beer, whiskey cor ccs- 
metics. 


NBC’s 2d Employee 
School Starts Jan. 10 


NBC starts fits second season of 
employee instruction classes Jan. 10 
with a course of four subjects: An- 
nouncing, Sound Effects, Production 
and Scriptwriting. Late afternoon 
or evening classes will extend over 
& 12-week period with one class a 
week in each subject. 

Slated for prof roles to tutor an- 
nouncers are Pat Kelly and Jack 
Costello. Fred Knopfke will instruct 
the ‘sound and fury’ group, with 
Wynn Wright and Lewis Titterton 
in charge of production and script 
classes, respectively. 

Courses are under supervision of 
Clarence L. Menser, NBC v.p. in 
charge of programs, with Ernest de 
la Ossa and Garnet Garrison assist- 
ing. 


Joe Mansfield, Wendell Adams, 
John Becker and Sherman ‘Jack’ 
MacGregor new~-members of the 
Radio Directors Guild. 


RID Lines Up Rebuttal 
As FCC Probers Near 
End of Garey Evidence 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

Present indications are that the 
Special House Committee investigat- 
ing FCC will receive the last testi- 
mony and evidence from its chief 
counsel, Eugene L. Garey, about 
January 17 or 18, and then will be 
ready to hear the Communications 
Commission side of the story. 


FCC, which has taken a battering 
for months from the committee, for- 
merly headed by Rep. Eugene E. 
Cox, of Georgia, and now topped by 
Rep. Clarence Lea, of California, is 


reported preparing sensa- 
tional rebuttal of the Garey 
charges. 


First agency to air its story will 
be the Radio Intelligence Division 
of FCC. Among the witnesses who 
will carry the ball for RID will be 
E. K. Jett, chief engineer of the 
Commission, and Assistant Chief 
Engineer George Sterling, who is 
chief of RID. 


Lea has promised that FCC will }. 


be given full and complete oppor- 
tunity to answer all charges and to 
present as many witnesses amd as 
much testimony as it desires. 


NEW YR.’S GRID GAMES 
ALL SET FOR AIRING 


Gillette on New Year’s Day will 
sponsor four post-season grid 
‘classics.’ Two games will be broad- 
cast by CBS and two over the 
Mutual web. 


Another post-season clash. the 
Rose Bowl, daddy of them all, will 
be an NBC unsponsored feature, with 
"Bill Stern doing play-by-play. 
Ted Husing will handle his self- 
promoted Miami Orange Bow] game 
on CBS with Jimmy Dolan assisting. 

Harry Wismer comes over from 
the Blue chain to broadcast the 
Sugar Bowl struggle from New 
Orleans over CBS. He will have Bill 
Brengle alongside the mike. On 
Mutual from Dallas for the Cotton 
Bow] game Don Dunphy is skedded 
for play-by-play with Ear] Harper 
for color, etc. The other Mutual 
chain football] broadcast will have 
Earl Smith in the stands describing 
the annual West Coast all-star game 
between picked squads of East and 
West collegians. 

Shortwave relavs are being set up 
to bring a generous slice of the New 
Year’s Day gridiron fare to service- 
men in distant lands and at sea, 


Radio Engineers Map 
Agenda for N. Y. Huddle 


: Washington, Dec. 21. 

The Standard Broadcasting Panel 
of the Radio Technical Planning 
Board will hold its first meeting on 
Wednesday, Jan. 5, at Hotel 
Pennsylvania, New York. 

Session will bring together engi- 
neers from all paris of the count: y. 
Agenda is still in preparation, 


tha 


James Burke, recovered from sev- | 


eral month's illness, has returned to 
CBS and has been appwinted rating 
analyst of the Research Dept. 


So. Pacific Plans Buying 


To Plug OWI Travel Curb Messages 


e 
Nips DX’er in Singapore 
Washington, Dec. 21. 
Japs are readying a powerful new 
shortwave. station at Singapore, 
which will be in operation shortly, 
according to word here. 
Station is to be used to all parts 
of the world, with particular atten- 
tion to the Southwest Pacific. 


KLX Breaking Up 
Hitchhikers. With 


Patriotic Tunes 


Oakland, Cal., Dee. 21. 

Novel plan to eliminate confusing 
‘hitch-hike’ announcements, in which 
one plug follows another so quickly 
listeners are unable to tell when one 
program stops and another begins, 
has been worked out by Adriel 
Fried, general manager of KLX. At 
conclusion of hourly newscasts over 
the station, commercial plug is im- 
mediately followed by recording of 
patriotic air dedicated to some 
branch of the service. 

Fried reports repetition of tunes 
such as ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ ‘Marine 
Corps Hymn,” ‘Caissons,’ etc., have 
not proved tiresome, as feared by 
some staffers, but proved to be atten- 
tion grabbers especially among uni- 
formed men, who, Fried said a sur- 
very revealed, stopped dialing when 
they heard the martial tunes. 

One full chorus of the recording is 
played before next commercial is 
aired over KLX and station reports 
sponsors find no falling off in audi- 
ence because of newly instituted mu- 
sical breaks. 


+ Washington, Dec. 21. 


The Southern Pacific Railroad is 
reported negotiating for spot an- 
nouncements and 15-minute time 
slots for sponsored radio shows on 
| Stations in the road’s territory stress- 
ing necessity for civilian restrictions 
on travel and the probability was 
mentioned by Philip Cohen, of the 
OWI Radio Section, that other lines 
throughout the country would follow 
suit. Southern Pacific’s action fol- 
lowed protests by several indie sta- 
tions over using OWI spot announce- 
ments dealing with travel problem. 

Cohen said the stations advanced 
proposition that such announcements 
should be sponsored by the railroads. 
The American Railroad Assn. was 
asked for an opinion by OWI on a 
nationwide policy on the sponsorship 
but declined jurisdiction, Cohen said, 
explaining that such a move would 
be up to the individual lines. 

Southern Pacific is the first to meet 
the stations’ requests for railroad 
sponsorship of the travel spots placed 
by OWI. 


City-Run WNYC 
Again Under Fire 


Borough of Manhattan President 
Edgar J. Nathan, Jr., took a swipe 
at New York’s municipal ownership 
of WNYC Saturday night (18), using 
station’s facilities to let loose his 
blast. 

Hitting at the present policy as not 
being in the best interests of the 
public, Nathan hinted that there 
were other reasons why the station 
should be abolished. 

Art Hodes, one-time record jockey 
for WNYC, had his piece to say 


| about the station’s operations when 


he appeared recently on Art Green’s 
program at WINS. Because he men- 


tioned the name of a record manu- 


> -e | facturer, Hodes said, he found him- 
CBS Air Corps Show | self out of a job. Green went to bat 


‘On the Beam,’ a specially pre- | 
pared half-hour’ variety-dramatic | 
show emanating from the Army 
Basic Training Corps Center at 
Greenboro, N. C., goes full network 
over CBS on Friday (24) in the 3:30- | 
4 p.m. slot. 

Cpl. Ian Martin, the radio actor, 
and his wife, Inge Adams, will ap- 
pear in the dramatic presentation, 
‘The Lady From Hell.’ which other- 


wise will feature an Air Corps talent | g 


roster. 

Program has been written by Pfc. 
Millard Lampell and Pvt. Joseph 
Ruscoll. 


Fight ‘Phas Flu 


Jumping in to tie_in with the flu | 


epidemic now sweeping parts of the 
country, Lysol has placed a series of 


spot announcements on high- | 


~ 


power stations coast-to-coast siress- | 


ing antiseptic properties of prepara- 
tion and giving hints on ways to 
avoid germs 

Spot campaign, handled by Lennen 
and Mitchell, got underway this 


' week. 


Radio Nets Again Set Up One-Day 
Bond Pitch for 4th Loan Drive 


The one day set aside by networks 


the Third War Loan Drive will be 
repeated again during the Fourth 
War Loan Dfive from Jan. 18 to 
Feb. 15. 

With Treasury cooperation, Mutual 
will launch the program on Jan. 18, 
NBC will follow up on Jan. 22, with 
CBS set for Feb. 1 and Blue on Feb. 
13. Nets are now preparing the en- 
tertainment lineup and _ indications 
are that a kickoff program on Jan. 
17, eve of the drive, will set the ball 
in motion. 

The 56 transcriptions, comprising 
30 five-minute shows and 26 15 
ute programs which are to be made 
available for local sponsorship to 
stations for the first time, will play 
a big part in promoting sales in 
rural districts. Approximately one- 
third of the transcriptions have been 
slanted to reach this listening au- 
dience as part of the Treasury's plan 
to win over the smaller bond pur- 
chasers. 


The 30 five-minute records, “Treas- 


|Smali and Kay 


| ury Song for Today,’ feature Jimmy 
to promote the sale of bonds during | Carroll, 


Heatherton, 

oraine, each chip- 
ping in with six or seven stints on 
wax, with an introduction by a 
wounded serviceman from Halloran 
General Hospital requesting his fa- 
vorite tune. 

William S. Rainey, head of the 
radio section of the War Finance Di- 
vision of the Treasury, heads for the 
Coast Dec. 27 to line up 12 special 
‘Treasury Star Parade’ programs to 


Ray 


supplement the approximate 350 al- | 


ready released. This series continues 
at the three-a-week rate. The 26 


‘Treasury Salute’ programs directed | 


at special war worker groups have, 
as narrator, Peter Donald, with David 
Broekman conducting the orchestra. 
Appearing on these 15-minute rec- 
ords are James Carroll, Audrey 
Marsh, Ray Heatherton, Betty Mull- 
iner, Brad Reynolds and Karen 
Kemple. 


| the 


Mary | 


in his favor noting that it was okay 
for Mayor LaGuardia to use WNYC 
to discuss politics. 


CRAFT SHOP BENEFITS 


WLW’S MAIL BAGGERS 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 
Lobby of the WLW-WSAI down- 
town studios, which gets a heavy 
aily play from visitors. has been 
converted into a craft shop during 
holidays. Hundreds of articles 
|made by handicapped members of 
WLW’s Mail Bag Club are being sold 
; there, the entire proceeds going to 
the makers. 
| Mail Baggers are in every state 
}and also in Canada. Their weekly 
' program is aired on Saturday. 


Post-War Program. dea 
The Blue gets the jump on the 
other networks in 1944 Ware 
slanted dramatic programs. On New 
Year’s Day the web will present a 
fuli-hour play, ‘Holiday 194x,’ writ- 
ten by Arch Oboler. The program 
(1-2 p.m.) will precede the weckly 

Met opera broadcast. 
The Blue is currently lining up 
legit names for 


post 


; American fainiiy of the first passen- 
ger ship to leave the U. S. for Eue 


rope when the peace comes. 


'WGY’s ‘Speaking Of 
Books’ Takes 1st Holiday 


Schenectady, Dec. 21. 

| For the first time in its three years 
on the air, WGY’s ‘Speaking of 
| Books’ is taking a Christmas holiday. 
| After a two-week layoff the program 
| will resume Jan. 7, when either ex- 
Governor Wilbur Cross’ ‘Connecticut 
|Yankee’ or Ward  Morehouse’s 
i‘George M. Cohan, Prince of the 
American Theatre,’ probably will be 
' discussed by author and critics. 


Exhib Switches to Radio 


Cincinnati, Dec. 21. 
| Andy Niedenthal, newcomer on 
| WSAI sales staff, is a convert from 
the motion picture field. He oper- 
‘ated two suburban theatres here for 
several years and for the past year 
was a salesman for Paramount Pic- 
‘tures in southern Ohio and West 
Virginia. 
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Bands Way Off But Savitt-Sinatra 
Hot Garber 216, Cleve. 


(Estimates for This Week) 

D’Artega, Omaha (Orpheum; 3, ooo; | 
20-65)—With ‘Something About Sol- 
dier’ (Col). Modest enough $11,500 
or near, but best grosser in ordi- 
nary lineup this week. 

Charlie Barnet, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-75)—With ‘Cross of Lor- 
raine’ (M-G). Looks like one of WB 


deluxer’s poorest weeks in years. 
Barnet will be lucky to get $12,500, 
session before Xmas pinning his ears 
back. 

Ted Fio Rito, Providence (Metro- 
politan; 3,200; 36-59)—Plus ‘Trans- 
atlantic Tunnel’ (GB). Fairly good 
$6,000 in 3-day weekend run. 

Glen Gray, New York (Strand; 2,- 
756; 35-$1.10)—With ‘Northern Pur- 
suit’ (WB), and Willie Howard, oth- 
ers, on stage (4th wk). Mild $30,000 
but holds through to New Year’s. 

Woody Herman, New York (Par- 
amount; 3,664; 35-$1.10)—With ‘No 
Time for Love’ (Par) (3d wk), and 
Marion Hutton, others, on _ stage. 
Sixth week for Herman and Hutton. 
Good $42,000 for final week. 

Jan Garber, Cleveland (Palace; 3.,- 
700; 35-85)—With ‘Crime School’ 
(WB) (reissue). Only bill to hold up 
in a week of floppos, and has enough 
push in name value to garner satis- 
factory $21,000. 

Jimmie’ Lunceford, Boston (RKO 
Boston; 3,200; 44-99)—Plus Mills 
Brothers, others, on stage, and ‘Rook- 
ies Burma’ (RKO). Caught in sea- 
sonal slump to draw oon 000, film 
nat figuring here 

Jan Savitt, Philadelphia (Earle: 2,- 
768; 65-85)—With Frank Sinatra, 
others, on stage, and ‘Mystery Broad- 
cast’ (Rep). May break house rec- 
ord here at tilted scale, with rousing 
$48,500 in prospect despite offish biz 
all over town at other houses. Obvi- 
ously the big magnet is Sinatra. 


Raymond Scott, New York (Cap- 
itol; 4,820; 35-$1.10)—With ‘Girl 
co azy’ (M-G) and Al Dexter, Bea 
Wain, Jackie Miles, on stage (3d wk). 
— $40,000, but doesn’t hold fur- 

er. 


Band Bookings 


Earl Hines, Dec. 27, South Street 
Casino, Orlando, Fla.; 28, Club Wind- 
sor, Fort Lauderdale, Fia.; 29, 


Harlem Square Club, Miama; 30, 
Elite theatre, Winterhaven, Fla.; Jan. 
3, City Aud., Macon, Ga.; 4, Aud., 
Atlanta; 5, Municipal Aud., Birming- 
ham: 8-10, Brookley Field, Mobile, 
Ala. 

Count Basie, Jan. 3, Danceland, 
Montreal; 4, Aud., Ottawa; 5, Armory, 
Kingston, Ont., Can.; 6, Municipal 
Arena, Toronto; 7, Aud., Kitchener, 


Ont.: 8, Sports Arena, Rochester; 9, 
Aud., Buffalo; 10, Mosque, Harris- 
burg, Pa.: 11, Strand B., Baltimore; 


12, Colonnades, Washington, D. C. 

Vaughn Monroe, Dec. 24-26, Lyric 
theatre, Bridgeport, Conn.; 28, 
Rhodes - on - Pawtucket. Providence; 
29, Masonic Temple, Scranton; 30, 
Geo. F. Pavillion, Johnson City, N. Y. 

Hal McIntyre, Jan. 1, Longacre B., 
Topeka, Kan.; 2, Pla-Mor B., Kan- 
sas City; 4, Surf B., Clear Lake, Ia.; 
5, Prom B., St. Paul: 7, week Oriental 
theatre, Chicago; 14, week, Riverside 
theatre. 

Georgie Auld, Dec. 31-Jan. 9, Ray- 
mor B., Boston. 

Duke Ellington, Dec. 26, Aud., 
Kansas City; 27, Municipal Aud., 
Kansas City; 31, four weeks, Stevens 
hotel, Chicago. 

Louis Prima, Jan. 14, week, Stanley 


‘| theatre, Pittsburgh; 21, Earle theatre, 


Philadelphia: 28, week, Howard the- 
are, Washington; Feb. 4-6, State the- 
atre, Hartford; 10, week, RKO 
Boston, Boston; 17, week, State the- 
atre, New York. 


Jan Savitt arrived in Pittsburgh 
last week for his Stanley theatre 
engagement minus a sax, violinist 
and ’cello player, and used Harry 
Singer and Bunny Droun, from 
Stanley house orch, and George 
Curry, of the Pittsburgh Symphony. 


announces the opening of 


NEW OFFICES 


at 


1619 Broadway, New York 


COlumbus 5-5382-3 


Personal Direction 
WILLIAM H. MITTLER 


‘Virtue Remains 
Triumphant As Gay ’90s 
Tunes Rebound’ 

By 
BEATRICE KAY 


A Music Dept. Feature in the 
38th Anniversary Number 


of 
ARIETY 
(Post-war Show Business 
Edition) 


$995 R.R. TIX STOLEN 
FROM AYRES, ANDREWS 3 


Thief with a lot of nerve stole ap- 
proximately $995 worth of railroad 
tickets from Mitch Ayres and An- 
drews Sisters last week and within a 
couple of hours had cashed the batch 
in at the Santa Fe branch office. Be- 
side tne tickets, Ayres lost several 
hundred dollars in cash, taken from 
his trunk backstage at the Majestic, 
San Antonio. 

In addition to the loss of the cash 
represented by the train tickets, 
group lost the travel privileges the 
tickets provided. By the time the 
theft was discovered, the Santa Fe 
had resold them. This left the band 
and singers in the position of being 
without transportation. String of 
pasteboards covered their entire 
route back to Hollywood, where 
they're due about the first of the 
year to make another film for Uni- 
versal with the Andrews Sisters. 


Bandleader Wins $500 
Verdict in Libel Suit 
Against Mass, Daily 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 21. 

Abraham Goldman alias Robert 
Goldman, Brooklyn bandleader who 
is known professionally as Bobbie 
Norris, got a $500 verdict from a 
U. S. district court jury here this 
week in his $50,000 libel suit against 
The Republican Publishing Com- 
pany. Goldman, a member of local 
802, sued because The Daily News 
called him a ‘draft dodger’ in a story 
detailing his arrest by the FBI on 
August 21, 1942, 

Goldman, now located in Balti- 
more, Md., was arrested for failing 
to notify his Brooklyn draft board 
that he had moved to West Spring- 
field, where his band was playing at 
the Wayside. The complaint was 
dropped when it appeared that he 
had notified his draft board that he 
had moved between the time the in- 
dictment was issued and the time 
he was picked up by an FBI agent. 

The bandieader, who was doubling 
at a war plant job here, said that 
the story made him nervous and 
caused him such embarrassment at 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly 


room capacity and cover charge. 


have ice shows. 


... to 3,400. 


spot. Call it 3,500. 


Johnny Long (Panther 
Long proving big draw here, keeping 
8,000. 


cover charge, plus $1.25 min.). 
big 8,000, 


Location Jobs, 


Phil Harris (Slapsy Maxie’s N, Los 


Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3 
have ’em putting tables on the dance 


days, but Courtney got good 4,500. 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show. 
Waldorf has the Hartmans, Annamary Dickey. 


Joe Reichman (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Del Courtney (Blackhawk; 500; $1-$2.50 min.). 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


tabulation, is the estimated cover 


charge business being done by name bands in various New York hoteis. 
Dinner business (7-10 p.m.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
Larger amount designates weekend and 


holiday price. Compilation is based on period from Monday to Saturday.) 


Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Ray Heatherton. .Biltmore (400; $1-$1.50)............. 27 1,125 37,300 
Lani McIntire*.. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)...... 1,675 174,000 
Sonny Dunham...New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 1 1,975 1,975 
Tommy Dorsey...Pennsylwania (500; $1-$1.50)..... 3,375 36,500 
Leo Reisman.....Waldorf (550; $2) ......... ll 2,350 33,250 
Count Basie...... Lincoln (275; $1-$1.50).........eee- 6 1,700 . 10,100 
Guy Lombardo ..Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)........... 11 2,050 25,825 
Enric Madriguera Commodore (400; $1-$1.50)........ a 950 7,025 
Abe Lyman...... Essex House (300; $1-$1.50)......... 4 1,000 4,900 


New Yorker and Biltmore 


Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
Christmas and all over town people were flu-bound and covers faw down 


It was the week before 


None was spared, not even this 


Chicago 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Paimer House; 750; $3-$3.50 min.). Christ- 

mas slump felt here, but Williams pulled in very good 8,200. z 
Jimmy Joy (New Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465; $1.50-$2.50 min.), 

One of few spots where business has fallen off. Around 3,800 tabs. 

Room, Sherman hotel; 


950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). 
figure in neighborhood of excellent 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 400; $2.50 min.). Renee 
De Marco helped Bondshu fill room to capacity 3,600. 
Eddie Oliver (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 
Parties aided Oliver in packin’ in another 


1,100; 50c and 


Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 

Teddy Powell (Palladium B, Hollywood, third week). 
Christmas benefit accounted for 9,300 of the week's 25,500 total. 
1 and pre-holiday distractions cooled off this hot spot for the young ‘uns. 

Frankie Masters (Trianon B, Southgate, third week). 
sidering the time of year and other impedimenta and should crack 6,200. 


L. A. Examiner 
Rain, 


Held up well con- 


Angeles, seventh week), Still run- 


ning strong and will better 4,500 tabs. 


(Chicago) 
50 min.). 


Joe E. Lewis and Breese 
Capacity 5,800. 
Business off due to holi- 


floor. 


By DON WALSH 


Town Hall (N. Y.) went ‘back 
room’ again Saturday afternoon (18) 
when Prats Condon brought a 


troupe of talented jazz musicians in 
for the first of this season’s four 5:30 
p.m. concerts. In featured spots 
were the veteran Negro pianist, 
James P. Johnson, who paid a musi- 
cal tribute to Fats Waller, and song- 
stress Lee Wiley in three Gershwin 
songs. 

As at previous concerts under the 
aegis of Ernie Anderson, jazz lov- 
ing ad agency exec, informality was 


Ist of ‘Back Room’ Jazz Concerts This 
Season Clicks at N.Y. Town Hall 


ing announcement by Condon was 
handled the same way, with no dra- 
matics, 

Miss Wiley dressed up the stage a 
little bit—the boys were in sports togs 
for the most part (Kaminsky, Bushkin 
and the Cafe Society delegation ex- 
cepted)—and her treatment of ‘Got 
a Crush On You,’ ‘Someone to Watch’ 
and ‘Sweet and Lowdown’ clicked all 
the way. 

Gate was only fair, but audience 
was a well behaved one. Nobody 
swooned and there was iio stomping 
in the aisles or attempts to mount the 


i. He said that he had visited 
psychiatrists in an attempt to cure 
|the condition and that a pain in 
| the knee, shaking and sleeplessness 
| were other results of the story. 
Goldman is classified 4-F. 


Band Review 


GEORGE OLSEN and Orch (15) 
Aragon Ballroom, Chicago 

In point. of vears, George Olsen has 
|been a bandleader for a long time, 
| but rarely in his career has he had as 
| good a band as the present one. He 
has completely changed his style to a 
sweet setup that dishes out well- 
| modulated orchestra stylings without 

being too mickey-mousy or schmalt- 
zy. Reeds dominate, giving the band 
deep, smvoth toue, but the Land 
| can also kick the heck out of the 
jump stuff with equal ease. 

Three violins, four sax, four brass 
and three rhythm constitute the in- 
strumentation, and, in Marshall Gill 
and Judith Blair, Olsen has a pair of 
vocalists that can cut almost any- 
thing. Olsen uses excellent judgment 
in programming also. Instead of con- 
stantly plugging the tunes heard so 
much nowadays he mixes in excel- 
lently orchestrated numbers like ‘Sil- 
ver Wings in the Moonlight,’ ‘Don’t 


Sweetheart Me,’ ‘The Dreamer,’ 
‘Sweet Kentucky Babe,’ ‘You Discov- 
er You’re in New York,’ and others. 
Band is going over so well with the 
Aragon clientele that the Karzas firm 
has signed Olsen for a long return 
engagement. Morg. 


Helen Ward, formerly with Hal 
MclIntyre’s band, succeeds Judy Will- 


iams as vocalist with Harry James. 


| 


the order of the day, with Condon 
kidding the performers, program, 
audiones- and -himcelf, well as an 
ambitious, stalking photographer 
who, the m.¢. announced, was on the 
staff of a new picture magazine 
called ‘Squint.’ 

Master Sergt. Joe Bushkin from 
the ‘Winged Victory’ orch; musician 
3d cl. Max Kaminsky, from the Artie 
Shaw Navy band; George Wettling, 
Bob Casey, Lou McGarrity, Pee Wee 
Russell and Condon opened the pro- 
gram with ‘Ballin’ the Jack,’ ‘Love 
Around the Corner’ and ‘Found a 
New Baby’ done in the approved 
small band style and featuring solos 
by one and all—except the guitar. 
McGarrity, former Goodman trom- 
bonist, more or less took charge of 
this phase and it was regretted that 
he didn’t stay around long enough 
to take part in the free-for-all fi- 
nale which bogged down in spots. 

Three of the boys from Cafe Society 
Uptown were on hand—Benny Mor-, 
ton, Edmund Hall and Sidney Catlett 
—and no one could find any fault 
with the way they perfomed. Catlett’s 
smooth, sprightly drumming and 


Morton’s powerful ‘Night and Day’ 
and ‘Comin’ Virginia’ trombone solos | 
were special applause winners. Bush- | 
kin also kicked in with some dex- 
trous and inventive keyboard work 
backed by string bass and drums. 
Bobby Hackett was not in form 
for his spotlight shot, but perked up 
a little when backing up Miss Wiley 
and in kiss-off jamboree. Johnson, 
with Wettling drumming, came on 
after a record date which served to 
warm his nimble fingers up to con- 
cert pitch. His Waller medley was 


done straightaway and the preced- 


in for those who know and appre- 
ciate good jazz and can stand the 
$1.65-$1.10 nut for privilege of lis- 
tening to it in concert surroundings. 


4 STAR SENSATION 


MORE POPULAR EVERY DAY 


“TUNE- DEX? 


Ws An Important 


JAN RUBINI 


World Famous 
VIOLINIST AND CONDUCTOR 
zone returned from entertaining our 
fighting boys in the Sonth Pacific, 
zat Salt City; Nevada: 
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WLB Decision Tiff Due 
Jan. Victor Not Going Out Biz 


It’s expected that the War Labor+ 


Board will deliver on Jan. 6 its de- 
cision on the recording situation as 
it applies to Columbia and RCA- 
Victor, both holdouts against the 
AFM’s settlement agreement with 
Decca. For several weeks the WLB 
has been digesting testimony gath- 
ered at N. Y. hearings presided over 
by a special panel. Since the close 
of the hearings there have been 
many rumors concerning the final 
disposition of the case, but nothing 
important has been stirred up. 

J. W. Murray, head of Victor (re- 
placing Frank Walker), last week 
dispatched wires to trade papers and 
others concerned with the case as- 
serting that Victor has no intention 
of going out of the recording busi- 
ness. This impression had _ been 
gathered from a recent statement by 
Niles Trammell, NBC head, made in 
Washington, that RCA would discon- 
tinue record production rather than 
give into the AFM’s direct payment 
demands, which Decca had previ- 
ously accepted. What Trammell 
actually said was that if RCA was 
faced with being forced to sign with 
the AFM under the terms Decca 
drew, it would rather stop pop disc 
production. In his wire Murray 
stated, ‘rumors... wholly unfounded 
... have circulated that RCA intends 
to dispose of its Victor Record busi- 
ness because of the demands made 
by the musicians union .. . company 
continues to maintain that to yield 
to such unwarranted demands would 
be uneconomic and unsocial 
RCA has no intention of retiring 
from the record business.’ 

Later in the week Vicior released 
Frank Walker’s new status. It had 
been consistently rumored lately 
that he would leave Victor after the 
first of the year. However, after 
Jan, 1 Walker will ‘limit his activi- 
ties to the supervision of hill-billy 
and race recordings,’ He will head- 
quarter in N. Y. 

Prior to this communique Walker 
had been rumored as stepping into 
a position as head of a new disc 
company, although where the press- 
ing facilities would originate for such 
a venture was never clearly ex- 
plained. -Another rumor of a new 
dise outfit sprang up last week. It 
concerned an outfit titled, National 
Record Co., to begin action soon, 
whose plans were so complete as to 
even have a production limit of 300,- 
000 copies. After investigation this 
outfit also remained only a rumor, 
the same as innumerable others that 
have been circulated recently. 

Local 802, Decca, AFM Huddle 

Officials of Decca Records and of 
both N. Y. local 802 and the national 
body of the AFM were due to hud- 
dle late yesterday (Tuesday) to 
thrash out a revision of a part of 
the disc settlement forged recently 
by Decca and the Lecal eb- 
jected to one of the articles in the 
original settlement, which stated 
that where a band records for both 
pop discs and transcriptions simu!- 


‘TaTieously~ the musicians would be 
paid $18 extra for every 15-minute 
transcription made. This 
course, is added to the amounts they 
receive for the pop records made at 
the same time. 

Local objected to this agreement, 
stating that transcriptions should be 
paid for at the local’s regular rate 
for transeriptions and not at the 
AFM-Decca set rate of $18 for every 
15-minute disc made. As a rule a 
quarter-hour transcription carries 
five melodies. 


2D PA. DANCE SPOT 
TO TEST NAME BANDS 


Valencia Ballroom, York, Pa., op- 
erated by Sadie Tassia, is also re- 
opening a name band policy New 
Year’s night as a test that will guide 
future policy. Spot hasn't used a 
name band for six months due to 
transportation problems both for 
prospective patrons and ,bands play- 
ing it, but has bought Jan Garber’s 
band as the trial horse. 

If Garber’s date indicates the area 
can support big travelling bands 
again, they will be resumed on a 
weekly basis, or as often as they can 
be bought. Sunnybrook, Pottstown, 
Pa., operated by Ray Hartenstein, is 
also resuming on New Year's Eve. 
This is also a test booking. Harten- 
stein has Bob Allen for the date. 


Jee Glaser shoved off for Coast 
Monday (20), picking up family in 
Chicago enroute, to remain in Hol- 
lywood over holidays. 


Reisman’s Style Switch 


Leo Reisman expects to revise his 
band’s style after the first of the 


year, shifting from its current society 
groove to a more popular middle 
road between sweet and swing. He 
feels that the band’s present course 
limits it too much to certain types 
of hotel jobs, parties, etc. He's aim- 
ing at theatre work and other book- 
ings played by pop-style outfits. 
Reisman is currently at the Wal- 
dorf hotel, N. Y., giving way this 
week to Xavier Cugat. Latter is in 
for six weeks, thence to the N. Y. 
Paramount for six more stanzas be- 
fore returning to Metro for a pic. © 


Jan. Looks Dull 
Again for Bands 


January period, normally the slow- 
est in the band business, but which 
for the last two years has been ab- 
normally good, gives promise of re- 
turning to form this season. Accord- 
ing tq booking sheets at various 
agencies, there is plenty of time open 
in that month and immediately there- 
after for all but the top names, 
which, of course, are rarely faced 
with work-voids. Drop-off cannot 
be explained by bookers. 

New Year's Eve, of course, is hot- 
ter this year from a point of sales 
than ever before. In addition to the 
usual scramble for music of all styles, 
a number of long-dormant eastern 
one-nighters are reopening for the 
birth of '44, and some are using that 
night as guide to future operations. 
Among them are Sunnybrook Ball- 
room, Pottstown, Pa., and Valencia 
B., York, Pa. 


WHITEMAN GOING INTO 
N. Y. ROXY IN APRIL 


Paul Whiteman, musical director 
of the Blue network and maestro of 
the Philco-‘Variety’ ‘Radio Hall of 
Fame,’ has been booked for the Roxy, 
to open some time in April, with 
length of stay nét yet set. White- 
man, under present plans, is set to 
conduct a combination of his own 
musicians and the house band. 

Date was set through the William 
Morris office. 


Columnist 
LOUIS SOBOL 


Reminisces on 


‘A MOUTHFUL OF BAND 
BILLING’ 


in the 
88th Anniversary Number of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Edition ) 


USO to Build 


‘Own Jazz Units 


Experiencing little response so far 
to its plan to send small jazz units 
up to six pieces overseas to enter- 
tain troops, USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
is mulling the idea of putting to- 
gether groups of its own. Teddy 
Wilson is said to be interested in 
going over in company with mu- 
sicians the USO will place around 
him. 

On the domestic front, the USO 
received word yesterday (Tuesday) 
that Woody Herman, one of three or 
four top name outfits which had 
promised a definite series of camp 
dates, had set aside the period from 
March 13 to 30 for a tour, This is 
after Herman's forthcoming film date 
on the Coast with UA and prior to 
his opening at Frank Daiiey’s in 
Newark, N. J. 


Men Too Much Trouble, 
Switches to Girl Orch 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 


After losing two and three mena 
week for a year to Uncle Sam and 


defense plants, Pall Allwes, local 
bandleader, has had enough. He’s 


dropped his male orch and is organ- 
izing an-tt-piece femme outfit. First 
day of rehearsal, one of the girls 
dropped out and joined the WAC, but 
Allwes replaced her immediately and 
will debut the crew at a downtown 
ballroom right after the first of the 
year. 

The band will be under the per- 
sonal management of Ralph Harri- 
son, former dance maestro, who has 
been in the agency and _ personal 
management business locally for sev- 
eral years. 


N. Y. Hotels in Tough Spot for Bands; 
Leaders Veer From Losing Dates 


+ Name band situation at various 


Lewis Stays in N. Y. 


Ted Lewis’ orchestra has been 
held over at the Hurricane Restau- 
rant, N. Y., until March 29 next year. 
His run by then will have covered 
five months, which, with the six- 
month run of Duke Ellington and the 
four weeks filled by Hal McIntyre 
between the two, means the Hurri- 
cane will have used only three bands 
in a full year. 

Lewis is drawing perhaps the high- 
est salary a leader ever was paid on 
Broadway, for his band and show. 


He’s in on a $5,000 weekly guarantee 
plus a percentage. 


Krupa Goes With 
T. Dorsey Band 


Gene Krupa joins Tommy Dorsey’s 
orchestra today (Wednesday) at the 
Paramount theatre, N. Y., a move 
that had been on the fire for almost 
two weeks, but wasn't definitely set- 
tled until last Thursday (16). Krupa 
played with Dorsey’s band Saturday 
(18), its final evening at the Pennsyl- 
vania hotel, N. Y. Drummer will get 
no speciai billing at the Par. 


Krupa was with Benny Goodman’s 
orchestra at the New Yorker hotel, 
N. Y., from early in October until 
last week, when that band was re- 
placed by Sonny Dunham. It had 
been expected that he would work 
with Goodman on the latter’s trio of 
theatre weeks before going to the 
Coast, but it didn’t work out that 
way. 

Dorsey had negotiated with Krupa 
re joining his band while the two 
were in Hollywood late in the sum- 
mer. Deal fell through at that time. 
Par will be Krupa’s first theatre date 
since returning to the biz. 


Cugie’s 2 Chores 

Xavier Cugat’s opening at the 
Wedgwood room of the Waldorf- 
Astoria tomorrow night (23) is the 
start of a six weeks’ engagement at 
the class spot. 

The rhumba specialist also is slated 
for six weeks at the Paramount the- 
atre before returning to the Coast 
for Metro film assignments. 


NEW YORK 19, 


154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 


54 W. Randolph St. 


Your Best Salesman 
Present aud 


L LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Pl. 


N. Y. hotels doesn’t look good in the 
immediate future. Combination of 
a lack of names and the comparative- 
ly low salaries these spots offer, 
which has tended lately toward veer- 
ing the better names away from 
N. Y. hotels, seems to be putting some 
of the hostelries on the spot for tal- 
ent. For example, the Park Central 
has no band set yet to follow the 
current Shep Fields, who closes Jan. 
5. Only in rarest cases does a book- 
ing stay open so near the deadline. 
“Several other spots are in the same 
predicament. 

New York hotel bookings, which 
carry high prestige, were eagerly 
sought after pre-war, despite the fact 
that the majority were losing propo- 
sitions. Since Pearl Harbor, how- 
ever, the attitude of many leaders 
toward such bookings has changed. 
On the average, lecation-date sal- 
aries out of town have risen steadily 


‘for the biggest bands, but N. Y. still 
maintains its pre-war payoff stand- 
ards. 


Nitery Juke Operators 
Seen Paying Special 
Tax for Cleve. Relief 


Cleveland,, Dec. 21. 

Jukebox operators will have -to 
kick across a special tax to the city 
of Cleveland, with proceeds being 
used for relief purposes, if an ordi- 
nance suggested by Mayor Frank J. 
Lausche is nassed by the council, 

Fact that there are a minimum of 
2,000 music boxes grinding out 
canned music in this city’s night 
spots, grossing over $1,800,000 a year, 
was pointed out by the mayor in 
lobbying for this measure. Tax 
would be collected either in the form 
of a municipal license that every 
| operator must buy, or a fee assessed 
| against each machine he owns. 
City’s attorneys are looking into 
| the legality of Lausche’s idea that 
}such assessments should be added to 
Cleveland’s funds for the relief of 
destitute families. Phonograph mer- 
chants’ association, represented by 
Samuel Abrams, is putting up a fight 
|against the proposed ordinance, but 
|a poll revealed that enough councile 


|men favor passing it. 


| Chicago Jukes Taxed 
| Chicago, Dec. 21. 
| The juke-box industry here was 
| hit for a $450,000 jackpot last week 
| when the city council, searching for 
new sources of revenue, passed an 
ordinance providing for a $50 license 
fee for each box effective Jan. 1. 
There are an estimated 9,600 juke- 
boxes in operation in the ¢ity. 
Although the aldermen have jong 
looked on the lucrative jukebox 
business as a source of income, they 
were wont to declaim against it, 100. 
“The inaw@stiy 
in the country, Alderman John J. 
Duffy, rem*rked before the council 
“approved the license fee by a vote of 
29 to 15 


OMAHA’S ACE BALLROOM 
DESTROYED BY BLAZE 


Omaha, Dec. 21. 
Chermot ballroom, largest in this 
section, was gutted by fire in the 
early hours of Thursday (16). Build- 
| Fire followed by only a few min- 
the end of a special dance for 


meer 


utes 


| the swing shift of the Martin-Nebras- 
ka bomber plant employees. Damage 
will exceed $50,000, and Tom Archer, 
operator of the Chermot and string 
of other midwest ballrooms, was un- 


|able to say what would be done at 
time 

Archer had arrived in Omaha just 
that day to see about replacing his 
Chermot manager, Joe Walsh, 33, 
who died suddenly early last week. 
Chermot was a highly successful op- 
eration and played the top bands. 
Exiensive improvements were made 
last summer. 


Hal McIntyre 4-F 


Hal McIntyre took an induction 
physical in N. Y. last week and was 
rejected. Leader flew into N. Y. 
from Miami, where his band js at the 
Flagler Gardens, to take the test. 

McIntyre had been in 1-A for 
months prior to his physical. It was 
delayed due to the poor health of 
his wife. 


until many of them can be profitable... 
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44 ORCHESTRAS—MUSIC 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following list of the most played popular tunes on the networks for | 
the week beginning Monday and through Sunday, Dec. 13 to Dec. 19 from 5 
p.m. to 1 a.m., ts divided inte two sections The first section represents the , 
first approximately 25 leaders in alphabetical order (in some cases there | 
are ties, accounting for a longer list), and the second section contains | 
the ‘also rans,’ but notated in arithmetical erder. The compilations em- | 
brace the NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutuai Networks, as represented by | 
WEAF, WABC, WJZ and WOR, N. Y., and are based on data provided by 
Accurate Reporting Service. regular checking source of the music pub- | 
lishing industry. i 

Double daggers preceding publisher-credits indicate BMI affiliation; all 
others ASCAP. 


TITLE PURLISHER 
Don’t Sweetheart Me . ...... Advance 
How Sweet You Are—j‘Thank Lucky Stars’ .... .........Remick 
I Couldn't Sleep Last Nisht—i‘Higher and Higher’......... Harms 
I've Had This Feeling Before—i‘Show Business’............ Santly 
My. Heart Tells Me—7‘Rosie O'Grady’ BVC 
My Shining Hour—7j‘Sky’s the Limit’............,........ Morris 
No Love No Nothin’—7‘Gang’s All Here’ ........ .. Triangle 
Old Acquaintance—7‘Old Acquaintance’ Witmark 
People Will Say We’re In Love—**Cklahoma’.............. Crawford 
Shoo Shoo Baby—7‘Three Cheers For Boys’.............-.- Leeds 
Speak Low—*‘One Touch of Venus’ ................-: . Chappell 
Star Eyes—j‘I Dood It’ .............. Feist 
White Christmas—j‘Holiday Inn’ Berlin 

MOST PLAYED AFTER FIRST 25 

Don’t Believe Everything Dream—7‘Around World’........ Robbins 
Surrey With Fringe on Top—*‘Oklahoma’.............+++- Crawford 
Have I Stayed Away Too Long?............... Famous 

* Oh, What a Beautiful Morning—*‘Oklahoma’ ............. Crawtord 
They're Either Too Young Too Old—?#*Lucky Siars’.......Witmark 
Music Stopped—*Higher and Higher’ Robbins 
Put Your Arms Around Me—7‘Coney Island’........... ...iBroadway 
Say a Piayer for Boys Over There—;‘Hers to Hold’.......- Southern 
Candlelight and Wine—;‘Around the World’.............- Miller 
I Dug a Ditch—7‘Thousands Cheer’ ...... eee 
Sunday, Monday or Always—7‘Dixie’ ......Mayfair 
The Dreamer—7‘Thank Lucky Stars’ Harms 
What Do You Do In the Infantry............ .. Saunders 


¢ Filmusical. * Legit musical. 


N. Y. DRAFT BD. DENIES 


‘Disc Co.’s Music Pub 


New Xmas Spirit 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

If Santa Claus’ little elves de- 
cide to play any Yuletide music 
here this season they'd better be 
holding Local 77 cards. 

The union ruled that any 
tootles by the little helpers of 
Kris Kringle at the local depart- 
ment stores must be paid off on 
union scale—and to union men. 


T. DORSEY AGAIN 
SWITCHES VOCALISTS 


Teddy Walters and Tommy Dor- 
sey’s orchestra severed connections 
last week after a dispute over a con- 
tract, and Jimmy Cook, whom 
Dorsey had farmed out to WAAT, 
Jersey City, regently, for experience, 
returned to the band. Walters took | 
over Cooks’ spot as vocalist with 
Dorsey several weeks ago. 

Dispute is said to have arisen 
when Jack Gale, Walters’ manager, 
objected to signing a term contract. 
He wanted to sign for six montirs 
only, which Dorsey refused on the 
basis that he was playing dates in 
the immediate future that would 
build Walters and then he might lose 
him at the end of six months. Dorsey 
opens at the Paramount theatre, 
N. Y., today (Wednesday), then goes 
to the Coast for film work. He also 
starts a five-a-week broadcast series 
for Ferd, Jan. 10, on the Blue. 


Songwriters Going 
On Overseas Tours 


Newest addition to USO  per- 
formers going overseas to help en- 
tertain the troops are songwriters 
who'll put on one-man shows, also 
staging community sings. 

Al Goodheart, who has been tour- 
ing camps throughout the country 
with half-dozen other scriveners 
is one songwriter skedded to go off- 
shore. 


Levy Merging His Six 
Firms Under Leeds Tag 


Lou Levy is in the process of con- 
solidating ail his music firms under 
the one firm name of Leeds Music, 
a move designed to increase his 
availability rating at ASCAP. Levy 
has six firms all told, including the 
Leeds catalog. The others, all ac- 
quired since he set up Leeds, are 
Olman Music, Kaycee, Jenkins, Con- 
solidated and Wabash. 

Levy is currently on his way to 


LEINSDORF APPEAL | Now Capital Songs, Inc. 


Cleveland, Dec, 22. New music firm recently set up 

Directors of the Musical Arts As-| with Mickey Goldsen at its head, 
sociation, sponsor of the Cleveland | backed by Capitol Record executives, 
Orchestra, were notified their ap-j has finally been officially named 
peal that Erich Leinsdorf, conductor} Capitol Songs, Inc., after weeks of 
of the orchestra, be granted an ex-/| trying different titles, all of which 
tension of time so that the orchestra! were found to be in use. Ouitfit 
might have his services through the started out as Transcontinental 
~mast..imnortant part of the present) Music. 
season was turned down by local!” Johnny Mercer, songwriter, Buddy 
hoard 28 in New York. | DeSylva, Paramount Pictures’ ex- 

The board reaffirmed its décision ecutive” producer, and Wal 
to have Leinsderf inducted Dec. 31} lichs, all owners of Capitol Records, 
from suburban Shaker Heights here | are financing the new music firm. 
despite a personal appearance by | 
Thomas L. Sidle, chairman of the 
association, and Carl J. Vosburgh, 
general manager of the orchestra in 
Wew York, 


Marion Sunshine Ys. 
Southern Trail Jan. 4 


Motion for summary judgment 


i ters, 


the Coast to join the Andrews Sis- 
whom he manages. Trio will 
return to picture-making for Uni- 
| versal after the first of the year, 
, They are currently on a theatre tour. 


Holst Promoting 


| 
Ernie Holst. orchestra leader at the 
Riobamba, WV. Y., is going into one- 
jhight Gperation at Irvington, N. J., 
{next week. He has the Elks Club 
night and begins a weekly policy of 
| operation Dec. 29 with Jan Savitt’s 
jorchestra. Spot has a capacity, it’s 

said, of 1,500-2,000. 
Holst will not give up his maestro- 
ing because of the new venture. 


| 


tease for every Wednesday 


Inside Stuff—Music 


Pre-judging committee handling entries in the NBC-National Federa- 
tion of Music Clubs patriotic song contest is struggling with more than 
8,000 entries received in the competition that closed Oct. 31. As soon as 


bett, Maj. Howard Bronson and Ernest LaPrade will huddle to decide the 
winner, Award is a preem performance of the song on NBC and publica- 
tion by Mills Publishing Co. Song hunt is seeking a worthy tune to rank 
with outstanding songs of World War I. 


Glenn Bannerman, of Canadian Association of Broadcasters, and Merritt 
Tompkins, of Broadcast Music, Inc., deny any BMI connection with request 
for additional money from Canadian music users by the American Per- 
forming Rights Society. Tompkins points out that the contract between 
BMI and APRS specifically excludes Canadian rights, while the CAB prez 
and general manager states that the filing of a tariff by APRS in Canada 
in no way affects the position of BMI in the Dominion. 


Leuvnard Bernstein, 25-year-old assistant conductor of the N. Y. Phil- 
harmonic, who made the headlines recently when he stepped in and 
subbed for an ailing Bruno Walter, is under contract to Music Publishers 
Holding Corp. Bernstein signed with the Warners’ group last April, with 
firm already putting out serious works of the conductor. Publishers have 
also submitted five of his pop tunes to film studios. 


Add Odd MclIntyrish Broadway trivia: from the new Leo Feist offices 
you can throw a peanut or a glance on the roof of Lindy’s. If you throw 
the glance you'll see a farmer's old-fashioned tredle grindstone standing 
forgotten and alone on the joint where farmers seldom eat. Why it’s there, 
and who left it, makes for fascinating thinking, if you’re weary of thinking 
about more important things. 


Solly Loft’s exit from Mutual Music Society recently was not difficult 
for the reason that he had not yet put up cash to buy into the firm. He 
apparently was in On a trial basis and, had he decided to stick, he would 
have posted $16,000 for a part interest. Capt. Glenn Miller is a major 
stockholder in Mutual. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels thig week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respeciive 


{ Bing Crosby Decca 
1. Pistol Packin’ Mama (20) (Morris)...... ) Al Dexter .....-..... Okeh 
Bing Cresby Decca 


2. People Will Say (14) (Crawford)....... ... Columbia 


... Columbia 


) Frank Sinatra 


3. Beautiful Morning (20) (Crawford)..... § Frank Sinatra 


4. Victory Polka (6) (Chappell)............Andrews-Crosby ..... Decca 
5. My Heart Tells Me (4) (BVC)............ ee Decca 
6..For First-Time (4) (Shapiro). ............ Dick Haymes ........ Decca 
7. I'll Be Home Xmas (2) (Melrose)........ Bing Crosby ...... ... Decca 
8. Sunday, Monday, Always (18) (Mayfair). ) Frank Sinatra ...Columbia 
9. Put Arms Around Me (18) (Broadway). ) Dick Haymes ........ an 
10. They’re Either Too Young (2) (Witmark) Hit 
OTHER FAVORITES 

(These records are directly below first 10 in popularity) 

\ Andrews Sisters ..... Decca 
Shoo-Shoo Baby (Leeds) ) Ella Mae Morse... Capitol 
Paper Doll (27) (Mills) ........... Decca 
How Sweet You Are (Remick)............... Kay Armen .....,.... Decca 
Cuddle Up Closer (Harms).. eee ane: Decca 


scores are sorted and studied, Judges Leopold Stokowski, Lawrence Tib-- 


Music Notes 


Michel Michelet and C. H. Wheeler | write the title song for Andrew 
cleffed ‘Oh, Mabel’ as theme song} Stone’s ‘Sensations of 1944.’ 

for Edward Small’s picture, ‘Up in| tes 
Mabel’s Room.’ Ferde Grofe to compose back- 
ground music for ‘Minstrel Man’ at 
Pauw 


Lennie Hayton turned in com- 
pleted score for ‘Meet the People’ at 
Metro. 


Henry Cowell, composer, joined 


Hart Concert to Benefit 
Waster Records, inc.’ 


A Lorenz Hart concert will be 
given at the Broadway theatre, New ; 
York. early in March, with the pro- | 
ceeds being turned over to the | 
Armed Forees Master Records, Inc. | 
The Music War Committee of the 
American Tneatre wing. headed by 


Oscar Hammerstein. 2d, will co- 
sponsor the tribute along with 
ASC AP. 


Committee handling details are | 
Richard Rodgers, Howard Dietz, Ray | 
Henderson and Bert Shefte: 


Murray Lazar Leaving 


Santly-Joy on Coast 


- Hollywood, Dec, 21. | 

Murray Lazar is winding up Jan. | 
1 as professional manager for Sant- | 
ly-Joy on the Coast. Lazar's resig- 
nation came afier three years in the 
job. He originally came here from 
New York on a one-year deal. 


His future plans aren’t set. 


Dave Bernie, brother of Ben Ber- | George H. Galindo and Columbo. 
nie, now heading the Coast eiftice of ; Maisto. Nathan Shapiro of N. Y. was 
Santly-Joy. 


| get 


'and 5° of sales of printed music and 


$20,000, $50 par value. 


filing attorney. ‘ 


brought by Marion Sunshine — New Music Pubs 
Southern Music for alleged breach of | 

ecntract on tune she said she wrote | Frank Silver 
ut 193%, “Green witl be tried been chartered to conduct a 
Jan. 4 in New York supreme court.| music publishing biz in New York. 
Case, which was filed some time ago, | Capital stock is 100 shares, no par 
notes that Miss Sunshine assigned the | wotien te 

ate to the song to Southern in | Attorneys Fred G. Moritt and Mor- 
1931. for. which she was supposed to/ >i; Fisenstein are two of the direc- 
of the mechanical rights, | tors and filing attorneys. Moritt is 
: | also an assemblyman from a Brook- 
quarterly accountings. Miss Sun-} iyn district. 
shine claims that she received pay-| ~° 
ments until June, 1941, when royal- 
ties stopped. 

Southern claims that she wrote} 
‘Dream Eyes,’ not ‘Green Eyes,’ stat- 
ing that latter tune was written by 
two Latin-American writers. Miss 
Sunshine asks over $8,000, represent- 
ing back royalties from 1941 to date. 


New Publishing Firm 


Albany, Dec. 21. 
Piccadilly Publishing Co. has been 
chartered to conduct a business in 
the printing and publishing of mu- 
sic in New York. Capital stock is 


Albany, Dec. 21. 
Music Publishers, 


On the Upbeat 


Senny Dunham orchestra will cut 
four sides for Eli Oberstein’s Hit 
label tomorrow (Thurs.) in N. Y. 
Dunham opened at New Yorker 
hotel last week. 


Teddy Powell drew 4-F draft clas- 
sification last week in Hollywood. 
Band is at Palladium Ballroom there. 


Benny Goodman’s orchestra will 
be featured in ‘The Bandwagon’ at 
20th-Fox. 


Directors are: Nick D'Amico, 
Skip Nelson, formerly with 


Tommy Dorsey, now warbling with 


Lew Pollack and Mort Greene 
cleffed ‘Ready, Aim, Kiss,” ‘Hail and 
Farewell,’ ‘Appie Blossoms in the 
Rain,’ ‘Sioux City Sue’ and ‘Over 
the Waves’ for ‘Seven Days Ashore’ 
at RKO. 

Arturo Somohano, Puerto Rican 
composer, is currently in New York 
preparing a Pan American concert 
to feature his own compositions. 


Robbins putting out a folio of the 
late Lorenz Hart’s lyrics that he did 
for Metro’s ‘Merry Widow.’ 

Edward Ward composing the score 
for ‘Her Primitive Man’ at Universal. 


Kurt Weil and Ira Gershwin col- 
laborating on tunes for ‘Where Do 
We Go From Here?’ at 20th-Fox. 


Edward Cherkose and Edward Kay 
cleffing the theme song for ‘Trail of 
the Yukon’ at Monogram. 


Hans Salter writing background 
music for ‘Patrick the Great’ at Uni- 
versal. 


Harry Tobias and Al Sherman 


Guy Lembardoe. 


checked in at General Service to 


the OWI in New York recently. He’s 
working on longhair music for over- 
seas broadcasts, 
Franz Waxman writing an orig- 
inal score for ‘The Horn Blows at 
Midnight,” Jack Benny picture at 
Warners. 


Kim Gannon and Walter Kent 
contributed ‘The Shadow Serenade’ 
to Charles R. Rogers’ ‘Song of the 
Open Road.’ 

‘Judy Caneva Song Book,’ con- 
taining 16 numbers, will be issued 
_ 3 by Western Musie Publishing 

0. 


Leigh Harline is composing back- 
ground music for ‘Tender Comrade’ 
at RKO. 

David Snell composing the score 
for ‘And, Hardy’s Blonde Trouble’ 
at Metro, 


Daniele Amfitheatrof composing 
background music for ‘Days of 
Glory’ at RKO. 


Den George and Irving Bibo col- 
laborating on scere for ‘The Merry 
Monahans’ at Universal. 
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Record $400,000 
1943 Profit For 
Robbins’ ‘Big 3 


A record for the Big Three—as 
Jack Robbins has incorporated his 
Feist, Miller and Robbins Music 
Corps—is the $400,000 net profit 
established by the three companies 
on a $1,750,000 gross music business 
in 1943, While a record for the trio, 
Robbins alone, in the halcyon 1928 


days of the pioneer talkers, when 
Metro first bought 51% into Rob- 
bins’ business, likewise ‘made a 400G 
profit. That was the era of ‘Broad- 
way Melody,’ ‘Pagan Love Song’ and 
kindred film scores, and also in a 
lush period when there wasn’t as 
much filmusical competition. 

Robbins, incidentally, this year 
paid off the final $100,000, plus some 
$20,000 in interest, on the $450,000 
Feist deal, which was bought by 
Metro-Robbins, financed out of the 
Robbins firm. Last year the pub- 
lisher made final payments on previ- 
ous mergers, embracing some $120,- 
000, of which $80,000 was for the 
Sherman Clay catalog and $40,000 
for Miller Music, which also in- 
cluded Vincent Youmans’ catalog. 
All these deals had been negotiated 
by Julian T. Abeles, copyright at- 
torney for Metro. 


HEIDT SUSPENDS HIS 
ALLIED MUSIC FIRM 


Allied Music, ‘publishing firm es- | 


tablished and owned by band-leader 
Horace Heidt, shuttered last week 
after approximately six months of 
existence. Hal Fein, professional 
manager, is now ill and his plans 
aren’t definitely known, but it’s ex- 
pected he will return to the staff of 
Harms, Inc., where he was spotted 
before Heidt went into business. 

Heidt intends keeping his catalog, 
which originally was Owned by 
Green Bros.-Knight, in camphor for 
the duration. 


Mrs. Fisher Cuts Claim 
Vs. Mills to 12 Songs 


An amended complaint was filed 
by Mrs. Anne Fisher, widow of Fred 
Fisher, in the Fisher Music vs. Mills 
Music case last week in N. Y. 
supreme court. The original claim 
was for $65,000, involving royalties 
on 17 songs that Mrs. Fisher claims 
Mills owes her, but the amended 
complaint now names 12 songs, or 
$60,000. Mrs. Fisher claims that un- 
der an agreement between Mills and 
Fisher, involving 12 songs that Fisher 
wrote with other writers, he was to 
get one-third of all royalties from 
Mills. She states that from time to 
time royalties were paid, but full 
royalties were néver forthcoming. 

Motion by Mills for a dismissal of 
the complaint, on the grounds that 
court has no jurisdiction, will be 
heard Jan. 4. 


Romberg’s D. C. Concert 
Marred When Musicians’ 


Instruments Don’t Arrive 


Washington, Dec. 21. 

First mishap in the 270 concerts 
given by Sigmund Romberg and his 
concert orchestra occurred here Dec. 
16, at skedded concert at Constitu- 
tion Hall. Romberg and his troupe, 
traveling from Canton, Ohio, ar- 
rived an hour and a half late, with 
the orchestral instruments still on 
the road. However, he went on, 
coat in hand, and accompanied the 
four vocal soloists with the group, 
while the crowd of 2,500 waited pa- 
tiently for the instruments to arrive. 

They never did, so at 11:15 p.m. 
Romberg had to admit that they 
wouldn’t put on a full show that 
night, and those who wanted a re- 
fund could get it. A few of the re- 
maining 1,800 did ask for their 
money back. 

In the interim of 8:30 to 10 p.m., 
‘volunteers’ were asked to fill in and 
two pianists did so. Dorothy Sand- 
lin, Washington soprano, skedded to 
take the place of Martha Errole as 
featured singer with the troupe that 
night, went on in an impromptu 
session accompanie’ by one of the 
‘volunteer’ pianists. 


15 Best Song Sellers 


(Week Ending Dec. 18) 


Parer 
White Christmas......... Berlin 
Beautiful Morning..... Crawford 
Pistol Packing Mama...Mayfair 
Victory Polka.......... Chappell 
Be Home for Xmas.’....Melrose 
Por First. Times Shapiro 
Either Too Young......Witmark 
People Will Say.......Crawford 
Southern 
Shoo Shoo Baby..........Leeds 
Put Your Arms, Honey...B’way 


How Sweet You Are..... Remick 
Sun., Mon. or Always...Mayfair 


BBC Lifts Ban 


On ‘Paper Doll 


London, Dec. 21. 

Restrictions by BBC against broad- 
cast performances of ‘Paper Doll’ 
were lifted last week (15), with no 
explanations given as to why the 
song was finally cleared. Previously 
reported that ‘Paper Doll’ was not 
considered complimentary to Brit- 
ish womanhood. 

Repeated requests by American 
servicemen who received ‘Paper 
Doll’ in ‘hit kits’ sent from home 
are credited by some sources for 
official action making an_ honest 
woman out of the 25-year-old song 
smash. Concerted drive by the 
Peter Maurice Music Co., who re- 
ceived British rights to the tune 
from Marks, to duplicate American 
success of song is planned. 
te--hold- un 
in the States, latest reports received 
here placing sheet sales at 837,000 
copies, plus some 50,000 in Canada. 
Decca record of ‘Doll’ by the Mills 
Brothers has reached over 1,300,000 


sales, 


Don George and Irving Bibo col- 
laborated on five ditties, ‘Lovely,’ 
‘Stop Foolin’,’ ‘Beautiful to Look At,’ 
‘Impersonations’ and ‘We’re Havin’ 
a Wonderful Time,’ for “The Merry 
Monahans’ at Universal. 


Concerts Soft Snap to Draper-Adler 
Despite Some Chiseling Promoters 


‘Oklahoma’ Cues Other 
Decca Musical Albums 


Decca’s click with the ‘Oklahoma’ | 


album, a_ fast-selling $5 item, is) 
prompting the disk company to go 
down the line with the other Broad- 
way click musicals. 
Yankee’ is currently being waxed 
with the original cast. Vivienne 
Segal, Dick Foran, et al. Others will 
follow. 

World Broadzasting studios is the 
site now of these musicomedy wax- 
ings, rather than Decca’s own labs. 


VanHeusen, Burke Will 
License Songs Outside 
ASCAP; Suing Society 


In what is probably the first major 


‘Connecticut | 


+ Larry Adler and Paul Draper, whe 


wind up their concert tour with two 
more weeks in January—their final 
| December date is on the 30th, with 


jthe Detroit Symphony —state that 
‘that's been the softest touch in 
Boer They point to the $2,000 per 


‘concert, and upward, for their share, 
}as b.o. evidence thereof. Sometimes 
the vagaries of the local concert pro- 
moters are such as to shame a Gaiety 
|or Strand theatre building chiseling 
agent, but by and large it comes out 
all right. 

There was one instance when the 
two played to an audience of 12, just 
to frustrate such a promoter, and 
collected, rather than be shamed into 
the gag of ‘you'll be playing to an 
empty house.’ That came about be- 
cause of the promoter’s miscue in 
advertising. 

A standing gag between Adler and 
Draper is that the former, with only 
a harmonica as a prop, can walk off 
the train only a few minutes before 
curtain time, and do his stuff; where- 
as Draper must rehearse three and 


attempt on the part of songwriters to |four hours ahead of time with Ar- 


act as their own performing rights 
representatives, Jimmy Van Heusen 
and Johnny Burke, who are suing 
ASCAP to have their small perform- 
ing rights contract with the Society 
rescinded, are circularizing letters to 
publishers of their songs saying that 
they will enter into separate agree- 
ments with ®ach publisher for the 
performing rights of the songs in 
their respective catalogs. Case 
against ASCAP was filed in the U. S. 
District Court last week. Burke and 
Van Heusen, former in A and latter 
in B. .both sought.an AA rating in 


ASCAP, but this was refused by the | hits, 


Appeals board of the Society in Oc- 
tober. 

Suit, in which Burke asks $25,000 
and Van Heusen seeks $15,000 dam- 
ages, and accounting, also seeks to 
null and void Article 14, Section 6B 
of the Articles of the Society, which 
says that ‘any reclassification cannot 
be retroactive,’ for both 
writers seek retroactive claims dat- 
ing to March, ’43, when they first 
asked for higher ratings in the So- 
ciety. 


thur Ferrante, their regular accom- 
panist, in order to get accustomed to 


|dancing on this or that particular 


stage. 


3 TOP SONGWRITERS 
BIE WITHIN WEEK 


The deaths in New York Saturday 
(18) of Joseph McCarthy and George 
Whiting removed from the Broad- 
way scene the lyric writers of some 


McCarthy’s ‘Alice Biue Gown’ 
and Whiting’s ‘My Blue Heaven’ 
were outstanding ‘hit paraders’ of 
pre-radio days and still retain popu- 
larity. 

Thomas ‘Fats’ Waller’s death last 
week also decimated the songwriters’ 
ranks. Complete details are under 
obits. 

A memorial musical tribute to Fats 
Waller was presented last night 
(Tuesday) at Cafe Society Downe 


town, N. Y. WNEW aired a portion 
of the tribute at 10:35 p.m. 


of this century’s most popular song 
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Minneapolis Has a 


Squawk On 


Town’s Paucity of Stage Shows 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 

Present dearth of stage shows here 
promises to continue through 1944, 
those in the know say. Twin Cities, 
with their combined population of 
nearly 800,000, will be almost en- 
tirely dependent upon roadshow 
burlesque at the Hirsch-Katz Alvin 
theatre, Minneapolis, for their stage 
fare, it’s indicated. 

The Orpheum is using fewer stage 
shows, with pictures, in its history, 
and the reason, it’s explained, is be- 
cause practically nothing is being 
submitted. House had only one show 
this month and will have only one 
in January. Beyond that there's 
nothing as yet. November was with- 
out a single show. 


There have been only two legiti- 
mate attractions at the Lyceum here 
since the season opened and only 
five plays have been set in so far for 
the balance of the 1943-44 season, 
feur of them for January, all repeats 
or revivals. All this is in the face 
of the biggest business here since 
the 1928 boom period. The Alvin, 
with its burlesque roadshows, antici- 
pates a 28-week-or-longer season. 


Arlene Day, singer, leaving Marty 
Schramm outfit at Hotel Heriry, 
Pittsburgh, to join Tommy Carlyn 
when latter’s band opens Friday (24) 
at Bill Green's Casino, Pitt. 


AGVA to Nix ‘Folies’ 
Reopening Unless Pay 
‘Security’ Is Put Up 


The question of ‘substantial’ secur- 
ity, to insure performer salaries, is 
|the snag confronting Arthur Lesser, 
‘operator of the Folies Bergere, New 
York nitery in the Hotel Edison, in 
\his planned reopening this week. 
The advance pay has been asked by 
| the American Guild of Variety Art- 
lists, which says that Lesser is cur- 
rently in arrears on other talent 
wages. 

The nitery has been closed for the 
past few days because of the pre- 
| Christmas slack and, according to 
'Lesser, to rehearse the new show, 
|which is due to open tomorrow 
'(Thursday). Certain creditor diffi- 
‘culties that Lesser is reported to 
have had are now ironed out, the 
boniface reports. 

He and Clifford C. Fischer opened 
the spot last fall and from the start 
it fared poorly, including cooling 
plant mishaps, etc. Fischer, who 
owns the FB title, bowed out under 
a special arrangement and Lesser 
tock over solo. Fischer’s own ‘Folies 
Bergere’ just opened at Winterland 
(arena) in Frisco and is doing well. 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN 
OF THE NEW YORK PRESS | 


ON BEHALF OF MY BOSSES 
WALTON & O’ROURKE | 


Thanks for these kind words about our two years in 
“Sons O-Fun” on Broadway and our multitudinous dates 


at the Rainbow Room. 


Love. 


LAZY BONES. 


BROOKS ATKINSON, N. Y. Times—Delightful, 
ROBERT COLEMAN, N. Y. Mirror—Very amusing. 
BEN CRISLER, Glamour Magazine — Wonderfully articulated — 


fascinating. 


FRANK CONNIFF, Herald American—Smash hit. 
ROBERT DANA, Herald Tribune—Superb entertainment. 


ESQUIRE—Scored, 


BRAILSFORD FELDER, Cue Magazine—Astonishing, virtuosity, 


GEGAGE FREESLY, Morning Te 


engaging. 


siosra Talented artists. 


ECKERT GOODMAN, Town and Country—Clever; puppets do 


everything 
ABEL GREEN, Variety—Scored 


ROSEMARY HAYWOOD, Metropolitan Host—Wonderful. 


MALCOLM JOHNSON, N. Y. 


but spit (mow they can, Eckert!) 
and repeat. 


Loved 
every moment. 


Sun—Particularly clever; expert 
manipulation: original. 


DOROTHY KILGALLEN, Journal-American—Tops in the town. 
The more you see of other marionette artists the more you 
realize Walton and O'Rourke are the best. 


CHOLLY KNICKERBOCKER, Journal-American—Popular. 
LOUIS KRONENBERGER, PM—Do a good job. 


“LEE MORTIMER, N. Y. Mirror — Amusing, 


saucy, more than 
marionette artists. 


PAUL MARTIN, World-Telegram—Charming and enchanting; as- 
tonishing vitality. 


ROBERT MUSEL, United Press—Tremendous favorites, Charmed 


the customers. 


L. L. STEVENS, Bell Syndicate—Nothing short of marvelous; raves. 
ED SULLIVAN, N. Y. News—Terrific; gets yells. 
DIXIE TIGHE, N. Y. Post—Just about the most accomplished folks 


in town. 


DANTON WALKER,|N. Y. News—Marvelous puppets; hilarious. 
EARL WILSON, N. Y. Post—Top entertainment, uncanny, amazing. 
WALTER WINCHELL, N. Y. Mirror—Orchids: real entertainment. 


IN SINCERE APPRECIATION 
WALTON & O’ROURKE 


Press 
IRVING CAHN 


Direction 
MCA 


Currently 
THE PALMER HOUSE 


John Harris Heads 
New Ice Show Group 
To Produce New Troupe 


John Harris, Pittsburgh showman, 
is heading a new corporation which 
plans to produce a third ice show 
at a cost of $150,000 to $200,000. 
There are currently two blade ex- 
travaganzas on the road, ‘Ice-Ca- 
pades’ and ‘Ice Follies,’ in addition 
to the Sonja Henie production which 
goes into only four cities (New York, 
Chicago, Detroit and Indianapolis). 
Some 14 arenas are reported in- 
volved in the new venture, called 
Arena Productions, Inc., with Har- 
ris at a meeting in New York last 
week given authority to proceed with 
the Pennsylvania incorporation. 
Arena Managers Assn., of which 
George Tyson is managing director, 
owns the ‘Ice-Capades.’ Ownership 
of the proposed new ice show will 
be held by practically the same 
group. Harris is president of the 
Arena Managers. 


Cleve. Date Held Up 


Cleveland, Dec. 21. 


Transportation strike in New Or- 
leans held up costumes and baggage 
of Everett McGowan and Ruth Mack, 
forcing Hotel Statler to postpone 
opening of their tabbed ‘Interna- 
tional Ice Revue’ in Terrace Room 
from last Thursday (16) to tonight 
(21). 

Dorothy Wewis’ ice-skating unit, 
skedded to close Wednesday (15), 
was able to hold over five extra 
days. 


Will Rogers 


Continued from page 3 a 


operation of the Will Rogers’ Memo- 
rial Hospital at Saranae Lake, and 
the Will Rogers’ beds in the Cedars 
of Lebanon hospital, Los Angeles, 
and the French Hospital, New York. 


The hospital is being conveyed to 
an appropriate N. Y. State corpora- 
tion, together with the residue of the 
fund raised by the theatres, approxi- 
mately $400,000, after appropriations 
by the Commission.’ N. Y. supreme 
court will have to okay the transfer, 
but that will be a routine matter. 


New appropriations announced 
were a $75,000 bequest to Texas A. & 
M. Coliege for Scholarships to handi- 
capped boys and girls; additional 
$73,380 to the University of Okla- 
homa, which had previously obtained 
a scholarship fund of $76,620; $15,000 
more to the University of Texas, 
which had previously been awarded 
$60,000; and $25,000 more to the Uni- 
versity of California, which had pre- 
viously gotten $125,000. This in- 
creased the Will Rogers Scholarship 
funds to $450,000... .$150,000 each to 
the State Universities of his home 
three states. 


The Commission also appropriated 
925,006 to ihe Will Rogers’ Memorial 
Commission, State of Oklahoma, to 
be spent at the Claremore Memorial, 
as directed by Mrs. Rogers. Previ- 
ously the Commission had given an- 
other $25,000 to the Oklahema Com- 
mission, and also $25,000 to the Mur- 
row Indian Orphan Home in Okla- 
homa. 

‘It is safe to say,’ concluded Jones’ 
Statement, ‘that no private citizen 
was ever more universally loved 
than Will Rogers.’ 


New Setup 

A new corporative setup is being 
arranged for the Will Rogers Memo- 
rial Hospital, Saranac Lake, with its 
reversion to the major film theatre 
circuits, but what the corporative tag 
will be has not been determined. 
The Will Rogers Memorial Commis- 
sion was a holding company for the 
Will Rogers Memorial Fund, which 
operated the Saranac hospital. Sena- 
tor J. Henry Walters, of RKO, is 
president of the Fund, and its board 
includes Harold Rodner, of Warner 
Bros., and Eddie Rickenbacker, 
among others. 

At the moment there’s no thought 
of changing the name of the Saranac 
sanatorium either back to the NVA 
Sanatorium or to any other tag. 
Show people talked to yesterday 
(Tuesday) were anxious that the 
Will Rogers name be retained. 

. Under its original NVA aegis, the 
Saranac institution only cared for 
actors. Under the Will Rogers 
Memorial Fund setup, all peoples in 
the show business connected with 
film theatres, stagehands, musicians, 
operators, et al., were entitled to care 
at Saranac. It’s not likely that this 


will be changed. 


MAJOR CLARK ROBINSON, 
47, KILLED IN AIR CRASH 


Major Clark Robinson, in the 
Army Air Forces for more than a 
year, was killed Dec. 12 in a plane 
crash in Asam, India, near the 
Burma border. Thus ended, at 47, 
the career of one of the most color- 
ful men in the stage production end 
of show biz. 

Robinson was probably at the 
height of his show biz stature when 
associated with S. L. (Roxy) Rotha- 
fel, starting with the latter at the 
Capitol on Broadway, and moving 
with him, in succession, to the then 
newly built Roxy and finally to the 
Radio City Music Hall. His connec- 
tion with Roxy dated from immedi- 
ately after World War 1, in which 
Robinson was also a flier. In that 
war he cracked up or was shot down 
a total of seven times, once being 
captured by the Gérmans. He es- 
caped from a prison camp and in 
later years, when asked how he hap- 
pened to get away, Robinson always 
answered: ‘I walked out.’ 

Plus his picture presentation house 
shows, which he produced and for 
which he also acted as art director, 
Robinson designed several legit 
shows and musicals, including the first 
Music Box Revues for Sam H. Har- 
ris and Irving Berlin, ‘Roberta,’ 
‘Dearest Enemy,’ ‘Cradle Snatchers’ 
and ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ latter 
starring George M. Cohan. In later 
years, however, Robinson was almost 
entirely associated with pop stage 
art direction, being one of the high- 
est-priced men in that field—if not 
the first in that field to get real big 
money. On occasion he did nitery 
decor and designed the Wedgwood 
Room and Skylight Roof at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y.; the Copacabana, 
N. Y., Billy Rose’s Aquacade in San 
Francisco, several clubs in Miami 
and elsewhere. 

Robinson was something of a ‘play- 
boy’ in show business. He loved a 
laugh and a good time, but above 
all he loved show business. His last 
connection with the profession was 
only shortly before his death, when 
he was assigned to Joe E. Brown’s 
recent tour of Army Air Forces 
bases in India. 

Besides his widow, living in Yon- 
kers, Robinson is survived by three 
daughters, two brothers and a sister. 

The United Scenic Artists in N. Y. 
has appointed a special committee to 
arrange a memorial service for Rob- 
inson, time and place to be an- 
nounced, 


B’klya Nitery AGVA-ed 


The New York local of the Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists has 
pacted the Jinx Club, Brooklyn. 
Agreement calls for the same terms 
as the one signed last week with the 
Embassy, Brooklyn, $50 for princi- 
pals and $35 for the chorus. 

In New Jersey, AGVA has pulled 
two acts, Doris Ruby and Betty Brad- 
ley, out of the High Hat, Bayonne, 
N. J., which has been put on the 
‘unfair’ list. Also on the ‘unfair’ list 
are the Satch and Satchel team, 
playing the High Hat. Satchel’s vio- 
lation is held to be particularly se- 
vere in as much as he not only played 
an ‘unfair’ spot, but he also booked 
acts into the nitery. 


Added Attractions Out 


Sidestreet barrooms that employ 
singing waiters, and solo pianists, 
etc., will have to get rid of the added 
attractions under the new 20% tax 
law, or fold up. Such entertainment 
classes these spots as cabarets and 
in that category they would be 
forced to increase tabs to the limit 
of the law in spite of the fact all 
liquor traffic is over the bar. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
zt Saranac Lake, Dec. 21. 
_ Visiting bands cheered up patients 
in sanatoriums and hospitals here 
during the flu epidemic. 

Betty Hoffman is flashing added 
poundage and good reports. 

Dick Puff allowed up for all meals, 
which is nice progress, 

Sig Mealy placed his portable mo- 
lars in glass of water before retiring. 
Next morning he found them en- 
cased in ice, which meant mush and 
milk until the chewers thawed out. 

Jerrie Derene has been upped for 
meals after long bed routine. 

Benny Ressler now doing special 
programs and announcing over sta- 
tion WNBZ. 

Write to those who are ill. 


Chuck Faulkner and the Holly- 
wood Canteen orchestra checked in 
at General Service for the Charles R. 


Rogers film, ‘Song of the Open Road.’ 


Heller Singing Overseas 
For Servicemen, Draft Bd. 
Seen Extending Deferment 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Little Jackie Heller’s local draft 
board is looking for him. He’s just 
been reclassified 1A, and if the draft 
board wants him, it can find the half- 
pint singer in Guadalcanal. He's 
been there for some time in a USO 
unit with Lew Parker, comedian, 
and according to the show’s present 
schedule, he won’t be back until June 
or July at the earliest. 


Heller went to his draft board be- 
fore taking the USO offer and it 
gave him a six-month deferment. 
That was last summer. He spent 
most of the six months touring the 
Hawaiian bases, then the unit, which 
also includes Jack Powell, the Vic- 
tory Twins and the Margaret Faber 
girls, disbanded, and Heller, Parker 
and the piano player, George Finkel- 
berg continued into the South Pa- 
cific battle zones. 

His draft board is expected to ex- 
tend the deferment in absentia, 


GEN’L MOTORS SHOW 
TERMINATES LONG TOUR 


‘It’s Only the Beginning,’ the Gen- 
eral Motors-sponsored show pro- 
duced by Soundmasters, Inc., closed 
in Lansing, Mich., on Friday (17), 
after a tour of more than 30 cities 
in which GM factories are located. 
The show, which played to more 
than 500,000 employees of the com- 
pany or its contractors, started its 
tour in the middle of June in Bal<- 
timore. Admish was free. 

Show, produced by Owen Murphy 
and Peter Barncy, was designed as 
a morale-builder in aiding to speed 
up the war effort. Pro-cast included 
Charles Althoff, Al Lytell, Lee 
Carey, Betty Kilpatrick, Peggy & 
Morrow, Clyde Veaux, George Dill, 
George Spalding and John Adair. 


AL BORDE 


PRESENTS 


BENNY 
MEROFF 


IN HIS 
*““FUNZAFIRE” 
SOMPANY 
(FIFTH YEAR) 


NOW PLAYING 


COLISIMO’S, CHICAGO 


A NEW SINGING STAR 


JEAN TIGHE 


Now “Marching With Johnny” 
Erlanger, Philadelphia 


Dir.:—KENNETH LATER 


What a refreshing and 
ented gronp the KATHRYN DUFFY 
DANCERS are. Their costumes are 
dazzling and always in splendid taste; 
their dancing as a unit strikes this 
observer as tops of its kind.”—ROB- 
ERT W. DANA, N, Y. Herald Tribune. 


KATHRYN 


DUFFY 


DANCERS 
Currently 12th Week 
GLASS HAT, NEW YORK 


Personal Manager: HAL BRAUDIS 
Belment Plaza New York 
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Miami Nixes 
Felshin, Brooks 
Nitery License 


Miami Beach, Dec. 21. 
The Miami Beach city council has 


revoked the liquor license for Ciro’s, | 


scheduled to open this week, because 


of the police records of the license- 


holders, Alvin 
Brooks. A temporary 
been issued recently to Felshin to 
operate at the old Nut Club loca- 


license had 


tion. 

Felshin’s attorney admitted to the 
council that Felshin had been fined 
$200 and given a six-month proba- 
tion sentence for failure to* collect 
amusement taxes and for the em- 
bezzlement of $2,700 tax funds while 
he was operating a New York nite 
spot, when the license was issued. 
Records showed that Brooks, under 
the name- of Philip Yaworsky, was 
sentenced in 1929, to three months in 
the workhouse in New York for at- 
tempted grand larceny. Other re- 
ports received showed that Felshin 
and Brooks still owe $390 in salaries 
to five members of 
Guild of Variety Artists 
York. 

According to FBI reports, Felshin 
and Brooks operated the Yacht Club 
in N. Y., and controlled the Famous 
Door there. FBI reports also disclose 
that Felshin pleaded guilty to an in- 
dictment charging him with failure 
to file truthful amusement tax re- 
turns amounting to $2,700. Felshin 
was sentenced on Aug. 15, 1941, and 
their’night club license was revoked 
by the New York Alcohol Beverage 
Control Board. 


Bill Jordan Placed 
On AGVA Unfair List 


Miami Beach, Dec. 21. 


Arthur Kaye, American Guild of 
Variety Artists v.p. placed 
Henry M. Neyle, manager of Bill 
Jordan’s Bar of Music, on the unfair 
list for latter’s failure to sign closed- 
shop agreement with AGVA. There 


in New 


is no dispute between AGVA and thé 


Bar of Music as far as working con- 
ditions are concerned. 

Kaye advised members of AGVA 
now employed at the Bar of Music to 
cease work there by Dec. 17. 


CAPPELLA :PATRIGIA 


form one of the best dance teams 


of this or any other year. The 


girl is goud-looking and Cappella 
comes through with some of the 


best lifts of any duo in the busi- 
ness.—Bob Fredericks. 


HELD OVER NINTH WEEK 
Featured in “YOURS FOR FUN” 
MUSIC BOX THEATRE, H’wood 


OVERSEAS WITH 
U.S.0. SHOWS 


GEORGE FREEMS 


LYRICS. _.. MONOLOGUES 


COMEDY... _ DRAMATIC 
for Stage—Cabaret—Radio 


MAUGHAM 


1775 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
COl. 5-8340—Room 723 


Felshin and Jerry | 


the American | 


| Biz, however, was healthy. 
; the house on 
| was as heavy as it’s ever been at the 


| seven 


GEORGE WOOD 


Expounds On 


New Functions for Nitery 
Agents 


in the 38th Anniversary Edition 
of 


VARIETY 


(Post-War Show Business 
Number ) 


| 


Sinatra’s 38G Pitt Gross 
A New Record After Slow 
First Half; Flu a Factor 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 


Heavy business last three days of 
his engagement at Staniey enabied 
Frank Sinatra to wind up 
around $19,000 for himself as the re- 
sult of a $38,000 gross last week. 
Original estimate had been $32,500. 

That 38 grand is plenty of coin 
| locally. In fact, it’s a house record 
'for the WB deluxer. But it’s Si- 
'natra’s misfortune, on the strength 
'of his sensational buildup and take 
($60,000) the week before in Boston, 
that some figure the $38,000 slightly 
disappointing. Weather conditions, 
‘flu and threatened schoo] suspensions 
for Sinatra fans ducking 
didn’t help the b.o. here. 

Before he opened, they were 
freely predicting around the Stanley 
that he’d do between $45,000 and 
$55,000, and the boys were laughing 
at those squeamish enough to sug- 
gest the lower figure. Then came 
opening day and half houses, fol- 
lowed by an ordinary Saturday and 
a special Sunday performance that 
didn’t even go clean downstairs. You 
could have heard a pin drop around 
the WB office. The seven scheduled 
shows a day dropped to six and then 
to five. But by Monday (13) evening, 
the word had gotten around that 
seats weren't as tough to get at the 
Stanley as most everybody had been 
led to expect by the terrific cam- 
paign and biz shot into high. For his 


last four days, Sinatra averaged 
'around $£,000 per. 
Another record Sinatra smashed 


| was in publicity. There hasn’t ever 
been an act locally who grabbed that 
| kind of space. And considering war 
|time as well as the tight papers 
/ which are being run these days, the 
' volumes the swooner got make it all 
the more phenomenal. 
Sinatra’s Philly Biz 
Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 

Appearance of Frank Sinatra at 
the Stanley-Warner Earle is follow- 


| ing the pattern of his other in-the- 


flesh theatre shots—that is, every- 
thing but the panic turnout of the 


| faithful that was expected. 


Like in Pittsburgh, his opening 
Friday (17) was free trom the ex- 
pected stampede for which the Earle 
had prepared with a police detail. 
In fact, 
Friday and Saturday 


Earle, and in view of the grippe 


epidemic and coming into the pre-| 


Xmas week, traditionally one of the 


| worst in show business, business was 
' considered phenomenal. 


‘ICECAPADES’ ROUSING 
$80,000 IN MONTREAL 


Montreal, Dec. 21. 

Fiu epidemic and Christmas shop- 
ping, plus below-zero temperatures 
every day up to Friday (17), hit at- 
tendances for ‘Icecapades of 1944’ at 
the 2 400-seat here Dec 
nights and two matinees, 
$2.50 top. Gross was estimated 
rousing $80,000 but could have been 


at 


at least 20% up on that figure with- | 


out above drawbacks, 
Also detrimental to the take was 


the police and firemen’s city-wide | 
| strike Tuesday 


(14) which was not 
called off until midnight. Fans scared 
to travel in a policeless city. 


‘Special Henie Show 


For Servicemen in Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 


A special performance for service- | 


men will be given at the Stadium 
here by Sonja Henie and her Holly- 


‘wood Ice Revue this Friday night 


(24), 


Show opens to the public the fol- | 


lowing night. 


with | 


classes | 


12-18. | 


at 


DIOSA COSTELLO 
Queen of the Latin Bombshellis! 
Signed to star in Paul Small’s new 

revue, “Curtain Time,” opening Dec. 

27 in San Francisco! 

Just broke all records at Havana- 
Madrid, New York's top. Latin- 
| American nitery! 

A consistent attraction with plenty 

of four-figure class! 


Vandals in Cafes 


Minneapolis, Dec. 21. 
Exhibitors and night club owners 
; here complain that vandalism has 
| spread from juvenile to adult pa- 
| trons and charge that the oldsters 
now are among the worst offenders. 

In the theatres, it’s claimed, more 
adults than minors are being discov- 
ered smoking in violation of regula- 
tions and the grownups are starting 
to follow in the footsteps of the 
youths in damaging property. 

Night club and bar owners charge 
that many of their patrons callously 
burn upholstered seats and hangings 
with cigarets. A common practice 
is to stuff a lighted cigaret into seat 
upholstering. 

“he first casualty suffered by one 
of the local theatre bars was blamed 
on a lighted cigaret stuffed. into a 
chair and unnoticed when the estab- 
lishment closed. The loop Frolics 
was the sufferer and its interior was 
gutted by flames. Luckily, the bar’s 
liquor stock suffered comparatively 
minor damage. 


Detroit Groups Move 


To Protest Measure 
On 20%, Nitery Tax 


- Detroit, Dec. 21. 
Five employer and employee 
groups moved in ceordination here 
| to protest to Michigan's Congressmen 
| and Senators against the proposed 
20° amusement tax on niteries, 
The bill, which passed the House 


previding a 30% tax, was cut by the| | 
still; Army on a ifiedicai reieasé.’ He's on | 
The|the same bill with Count Basie’s | 
that | band, 
that | 
major | 


Senate committee, to 20% — 
quadruple the present 5% tax. 
protest here is taking the tack 
such taxes are prohibitive and 
the amusement business, a 
prop to national morale, should not 
become a relaxation only for a 
| limited group with high incomes but 
| should be equally available to lower 
| income war workers. 


Those who are taking the con- 
| certed action on the Michigan front 
|are the Hotel and Restaurant Em- 
| ployees Ailiance (AFL); American 

Federation of Musicians (AFL): the 


| Actors’ Guild (AFL), the Tavern 
Owners Assn. and the Michigan 


Booking Agents Assn. 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 

Baker was forced to with- 
draw from the Cabana show last 
| week due to illness. Opening of the 
club was postponed for several days 
when she contracted flu on her ar- 
rival here, and when the place did 
| open she got out of a sick bed and 
appeared before she had fully re- 
covered. Result was that she’s now 
confined to her hotel. On top of 
| that her accompanist, Eddie Hatrack, 
also took sick and left for his home 
| in Trenton, N. J. 


Belle 


Buckley have been substituting for 


| the ailing Miss Baker while Chuck 
| Jacobson, operator of the spot, fran- 


tically searches for another head- 


liner. 


| day 


Adults Are Worst 


Quit Chi Cafe-Via-Hlness | 


| Jack Kilty, of the ‘Oklahoma’ cast | 
-at the Erlanger theatre, and Dick | 


Boston Niteries Can Have Their Pie 
But Can't Be Choosey on Who'll Fat It 


Boston, Dec. 21. 
| Hub restaurants, taverns and nit- 


Miami Influx Extends 
/eries can have their pie, but they 
Liquor Sale An Hour can't be choosey who eats it. 


Miami, Dec. 21. The ruling came from the city li- 


Influx of Winter Visitors credited censing board last week following a-- 
for city commission's action Wednes- 

(15) in extending sales period complaint lodged by a patron who 
for hard liquor dispensers by one; ordered a piece of apple pie in a 
hour. New hours will remain in) tavern and was refused it on the 
effect until May 1. | grounds that he was a stranger. The 

Bars now stay open until 1 a. m.| pie was being saved for ‘regulars.’ 
weekdays and 2 a. m. Saturday night. Himself a restaurant operator, the 
Package stores had their closing time | fejjJow knew his statutes concerning 
advanced to 9 p.m. them and cited an old city Jaw whieh 

is provides a fine up to $50 in any case 
where a common victualler refuses 
to supply food to a ‘stranger or 
traveler.’ 

The board dug about in its files 
and admitted that such a law was 
Down Frem $16.08, inceec inscribed therein. Its deci- 

Sion ruijied that taverns, restaurants 
Los Angeles, Dec. 21. | and other common victuallers, which 

New Year's Eve tariff in the better | includes all niteries, do not have the 
night spots won't be any stiffer than|Tight to be particular in choosing 
in previous years despite plenitude | Customers to be served, and are, 

é | moreover, ‘required to have suitable 
of spending coin, dearth likker food on their premises at all times 
and hard-to-get viands. Most of the | and upon request to serve such food 


grottoes are featuring in| @s may be available and offered for 
| ’ 
Sale, 


which cover, eats and favors are in-| 
cluded in the over-all tap. The board took no action against 
the tavern proprietor, who claimed 

Top coin is being asked by Am-| he believed he had the right, under 
bassador hotel’s Cocoanut Grove,| OPA regulations, to serve pies only 
where Freddy Martin's band holds! to those who bought full meals. The 


board’s implicatio however, wa 
forth without benefit of floor show. that will 


For $16.08 there’s also a breakfast| dealt with according to the rules. 
tossed in additional to what the other | 
spots have to offer. Biltmore Bow] | 
is getting $13.46, Trocadero $12.59, | 
Slapsy Maxie’s $12, Palladium danc- 
ery $8.50, Hollywood Casino $10, 
Charlte Foy’s $5.50, Valley Lodge 
$10, Casa Manana $7.50, Pirates Den 
$7.50. 

Reservations are light but a com- 
plete sellout all around is antici- 
pated. 


Deals for New Year’s 
Eve in L.A. Scaled 


of 


‘deals,’ 


Chi Memorial to 605 Dead 
In 1903 Theatre Fire 


Chicago, Dec. 21. 
Plans were completed last week by 
|a committee of the Junior Chamber 
|of Commerce for the 40th annual 
memorial service for the victims of 
the Iroquois theatre fire. Asin former 
years, the observance will be held in 
the council chambers of the city hall 
at 3:32 p.m. on Dec. 30. At that hour 
on Dec. 30, 1903, during a matinee 
performance- of Eddie Foy in ‘Mr. 
Bluebird,’ the fire broke out, snuffing 


Detroit Raps Inflation 
Detroit, Dec. 21. | 

There must not be any inflation in 
the New Year's celebration here, 
nitery operators were warned last | out the lives of 605 persons. 
week by the OPA. While several Iroquois was located on the site 
out-State cities have been permitted | now occupied by the Oriental thea- 
a 10% increase to cover the cost of | tre. Following the catastrophe 
special shows, the scores of niteries | sweeping safety laws were enacted 
here will be held to last year’s prices. | throughout the country. 

In fact, a warning was put out | 
that if anyone paid more this sea- | 
son than a year ago, the nitery owner | 
would be liable for criminal pro- | 
ceedings and triple damages—three | 
tines the amount of the overcharge. | 


’ 
Mostel’s Roxy Date 
Zero Mostel goes into the Roxy. 
theatre, N. Y., first week in March, | 
for two weeks. It’s the comedian’s 
first 


*NOW ENTERTAINING 
THE BOYS IN SCOTLAND 


engagement since leaving the, 


WILLIE SHORE 


Personal Management 


AL BORDE 


Mostel is to get $3,000 per. 


| BOOKING | 
AGENCY | 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 
160 W. 46th St.,N.¥.C. BRyent 9-7800 


&! 


= 


) 
| | Hit 
1 
| 
d Hilt 
| Belle Baker Forced | 
elle Baker Forced To | 
r) 4 | 
| 
’ \ [4-9 | 
| 44) 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


Variety Bills | 


WEEK OF DECEMBER 24 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week. 


Loew 


YORK CITY 


NEW 
(23) 


Capitol 
ou Holtz 
Kathryn Grayson 
Nancy Walker 
Richard Himber Op 
-Rags Ragland 

State (23) 
Lucienne & Ashour 


Johnny Burke 

Phil Brito 

Georgie Auld Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (23) 

Jerry & J Brandow 

Wesson Bros 

Salicci Puppets 


NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (22) 
Tommy Dorsey Bd 
The Edwards dis 

Paul Regan 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (22 
Oxford Boys 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Jackie Miles 


Paramount 


Dorothy Keller 
Regal (22) 
Benny Carter Bd 
Harold Nicholas 

2 Zephyrs 
MIAMI 
Olympia (22 
3 Reddingtons 
Hank Seimon 
Todd & Amsterdam 
Allen & Kent 


Southern 


AMABAMA 
Birmingham 
Pantage (24-26) 
Bwingtime Follies 
Dothan 
Martin (20-21) 
B Minevitch Rasc'ls 
Mobile 
Lyric (23-26) 
Wine, Women & §S 
FLOXRIDA 
Jacksonville 
Temple (22-28) 

Dan Fitch Rev 
GEORGIA 
Albany 
Albany (19) 

B Minevitch Rasc’ls 
Augusta 
Modjeska (23-25) 
The Hit Parade 
Savannah 
Bijou (23-27) 
Keep ’em Laughing 
NO. CAROLINA 
Charlotte 
Broadway (24-25) 
Breezing Along 
Concord 
Paramount (20) 
Hip Hip Hooray 
Salisbury 
State (21) 
Hip Hip Hooray 
Wilmington 
Carolina (24-25) 
Hip Hip Hooray 
Winston Salem 
State (23) 
Breezing Along 


SO. CAROLINA 
Charleston 


Algiers 

Bill Glass Ore 
Claudia Kaye 
Mollie Towne 
Jane Owen 
Roger Bowen 
Arthur Benson 

Aquarium Kest. 
M Powell Maniacs 
Jerry Montanna Bd 
Angie Bond 3 
Armanco's 
Francine 
Bal Tabarin 
Roy Douglas 
Olga Suraez 
S Montmartra Gis 
Acorn & Simmons 


Ann 


Jack Barrie 
Lou Harold Ore 
Frank Warren Ore 


Bill Bertoltotti’s 
Norma Raymond 
Laura Wilson 
Vincent Pierce 
Sally Goodwin 
Moya Gifford 
Loretta Lane 
Victor Dietz 
George Morris Ore 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Roberto Ore 

Bill’s Gay 90's 
Ethel Gilbert 
Joan Reilly 


Victory (20-21) 
Springtime 


Cabaret Bills 


NEW YOKK CITY 


} Billy 


‘Charles Rosoft 


Follies Bernie Grauer 


Bob Hall 
Vivien Fay 
Victoria Rane 
Ross Sis 
Keith 
Sylvia Barry 
Harry Meehan 
James B. Allison 
Four Rose Buds 
Will Quentmeyer 
Rosalie Grant 
Banks 
Bobby Davis 
Frances Henderson 
Chia Wan 
Vin Travers Orch 
Jimmy Dwvyer's 
Elaine Vincent 


Brock & Dean 
Virginia Fait 
Julia Gerity 


Singing Waiters 
Fl Chico 
Consuela Moreno 
Los Ojeda 
Pilar Gomez 
Roberto & Alicia 
Juan Jose Saro 
Pilar Gomez 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Or 
Chiquito Ore 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwaléd 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Benny Fields 


| Kitty Crawford 


Martiniqueens 
Maxi Bergere Ore 
Socasses Orc 
Latin Quarter 
Billy Vine 
Cardini 
Mazzone & Albbott 
Shea & Raymond 
Christiani Family 


Hotel Park Centra: 

(Cocoanut Grove) 

Shep Fields Ore 

G & G Bernard 
(Royal Palm) 

Ragtime Smitty 

Fio Hart 

Frank Rosati 

Linda Carroll 


Hote! Henry Therrien 
(Cafe Rouge) Charlo & Dupree 
Charlie Spivak Ore | Una Cooper 
Hotes Pierre Adele Parrish 
(Cotillion Room) Don MeGrane Orch 
Marie Nash Jose Cortez Orch 


La Vie Parisienne 
Celeste Holm 

leon & Eddie's 
Eddie Davis 
Katherine L. Chang 
Roberta & Alicia 
Allen & Reve) 
Jack Mann 


Duke Art Jr 

Fay & Gordon 
Margaret Scott 
Forrest Goodenough 


Stanley Melba Ore 
(Cafe Pierre) 


Ellen Mitchell 
Stanley Melba Ore | Sherry Britton 
Marvin Sis 


Hotel Plaza 

(Persian Reom) Emilee Adreon 
Hildegarde Lou Martin Ore 
Bob Grant Ore Monte Carlo Beach 

Flete! Roosevelt Dick Gasparre Ore 
tuy Lombardo Ore | Marga : 
Walter Perner Ore Smolen & Rosati 
Hotel Savoy Plaza! Ralph Rotgers Bd 

(Cafe Lounge) Old 


Clemente Ore Henny Nadell 
Fanchon 


Marita 
Joseph Marvin Ore | Leo rue 
Hotel Sheraton | Sadie Banks 
(Satire Room) Paris qui Chante 


ter-mar 

Tino Valent) 
Pat Cameron 
Jerry Vanni 


Pierre de Cailiaux 
Myrette Ponselle 
Svivie St. Clair 


ichar hin 

King Johnson Ore 
Leonard Elhot 


Polores Del Carmen 
ton Perry Ore 
Hotel St. Regis 
Ann Robinson 
& Pegey Whight 


Irma Jurist 
Queen 
Nava Grecia 
Vera Niva 
Castaine & Rarry 


Paul Castle Guy Martin Girls 
Margaret Barry Pat Clayton 
Marcia M Buhl Irving Conn Ore 
Sharlee Munster ‘eter Rotunda Bd 
Helen Thompson Riobamba 
Sondra & J Steele Cary! Gould 
Freddy Miller Ore! Gene Ravilos 
Theodora Brooks Ernie Holst Ore 
Hotel Taft Chavez Bad 
Vincent Lopez Ore Rogers Cocner 
Hotel Waldort- Korn Kobblers 
Astoria Harry Lefeourt Orc 
Annamary Dickey Papava Hawaiians 


Roudenko & Zoritch 
Lina Romay 

Xavier Cugat Ore 
Mischa Borr Ore 


Victor Quartet 

Harold Green 

toss MacLean 
Phil D’Arcy 

3 Merrymakers 


Sig Schotb Ore 


Raban Bleu 


NEW YORK 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


PARAMOUNT BUILDING 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


CALIFORNIA BANK BLDG. 


Maxine Sullivan 
Hope Emerson 
Irwin Corey 
Day. Dawn & Dusk 
Herman Chittison 3 
Julius Monk 

Spivy’s Roof 
Consuelo Flowerton 
HI I S | Walter Liberace 

° CAL. Rodger Vaughan 

Stork Club 

Russ Smith Orch 


Tony’s Trouville 


Columbia 
Carolina (22) 
The Hit Parade 
Greenville 
Center (21) 
The Hit Parade 
Spartanburg 
State (20) 
The Hit Parade 
VIRGINIA 
Rialto (22) 
Hip Hip Hooray 
Roanok 


e 
Roanake (23) 
Breezing Along 


Warner 


NEW YORK CITY 


Strand (24) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Willie Howard 
Paul Remos 
Berry Bros 

(17) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Willie Howard 
Paul Remos 
Berry Bros 
PASSAIC 

Central (24) 
Louis Prima Orc 
Jerry Lewis 


Page 

Eleanor Teeman 

Keaton & Armfield 
(17) 


Earl Carroll's Co 
Buddy Page 
PHILADELPHIA 


Earle (24) 
Benny Goodman 
Marty May 
Pops & Louie 

(17) 


Frank Sinatra 

Jan Savitt Ore 

3 Welles 

Cookie Bowers 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (24) 

Ted Fio Rita Ore 

Nan Rae & Mrs. W 

Milla Bros 


Barbara Blaine 
(17) 


7 
Charlie Barnet Ore 
Lowe, Hite & § 
Bunny Briggs 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (24) 
Roxyettes 
Chester Dolphin 
The Kemmniss 
Carol King 
Eileen Ritter 
(17) 
Roxyettes 
Chester Dolphin 
The Kemmys 
Carol King 


Eileen Ritter 


Independent 


NEW: VORK CITY 
Music Hall (23) 
Xmas Show 

The Nativity 

Good 

Jimmy Dorsey Orc 
Kitty Kallen 

Ray English 

Paul Curley 


Bill Robinson 
Academy (20-22) 

Peter Sis 

Henny Youngman 

Jerry & J Brandow 

(‘vnda Glenn 

The Briants 
Crotona (21-22) 

Suzanne 


Patsy Lane 
Roberta & Mack 
Chas Stuart Co 
Primrose & Gold 
LONG ISLAND 
Jamaica (20-22) 


Wilson 3 
Barbara La Marr 
Jack & B Blainer 


Byrnes Sis 
O'Donneli & Blaire 
Tom Barry 
Dolly Dale 

Jack Dileon 
Ross & Hamilton 

(23-25) 

3 Crandall Sis 
Pat Rooney, Jr 
(3 to fill) 
Lynbrook (25-26) 
4 Aristocrats 
Warran Little 
(3 to fill) 


BOSTON 
Bradford Hotel (23) 
Ruth Petty 
Gus Van 
Phyllis Clair 


Duval, Merle & L 
BRIDGE&®ORT 
Lyric (24-26) 

Vaughn Menroe Or 

Mildred Law 

Murphy Sis 

Gil Maison Co 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (23-26) 

Jackie Vincent 

Warner & Cole 

Leonard, Semon & S 

(2 to fill) 

HOLYOKE 
Holyoke (24-26) 

Chas Stuart Co 

Robert Sis 

Francis White 
PROVIDENCE 

Metropolit’n (25-27) 

Milt Britton Ore 

Joey Adams 

Tony Canzoneri 

Max & Gang 

Ming. Ling & Hoo S 
SPRINGFIELD 

Court Sq. (23-25) 

Burton & Janet 

Wally Rand 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (22-23) 

Vaughn Monroe Orc 

Mildred Law 

Murphy Sis 

Gil Maison Co 

, WOONSOCKET 

New Park (25-27) 

Coty & Sue 

Suzanne 

Gautier’s Brickl’y’rs 

Dean & Edwards 

Keith Clark 
WORCESTER 

Plymouth (20-22) 

Ted Fio Rita Ore 


Harold Willard 
Jack Ryan 
Charles Strickland 
Jimmy Burns 
Bill Kelsey 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Blue Angel 
Mme. C Alphand 
The Bernards 
Cy Walters 
Evelyn Knight 
Helen Howe 
Stuart Ross 
Ellis Larkins Trio 
Cafe 68 
Vincent Catanese Or 
Sotero San Miguel 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Hazel Scott 
Mildred Bailey 
John Sebastian 
Johnny Williams Tr 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Pear] Primus 
Mary Lou Williams 
Phyllis Stewart 
Josh White 
Eddie Heywood Ore 
Casbah 
Odette Athos 
Lee Kuhn 3 
Danny Yates Ore 
Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Dmitri Matvienko 
Nicholas Khadarik 
N Veralle Ballet 
Viadimir Lazarev... 
C. Codoiban Ore 
Cerutti's 
Garland Wilson 
Eddie Steele 
Mae Barnes 


Floria Vestoff 
Carmilita & Lee 
Dino & Rossi 
Mildred Ray Gis 
Ned Harvey Ore 
Los Rhumboleros 
Havana-Madrid 
Diosa Costello 
Pupi Dancers 
Jimi Sutton 
Rolando 
Hilda Salazar Ore 
Maya Ore 
Carlos Varelas Ore 
Hotel Astor 
(Aster Roof) 
(Columbian Roem) 
Tommy Tucker Orc 
Jose Morand Orc 
Cocktail Lounge 
Dick Kuhn 
Hotel Betmont 
(Glass Hat) 
Carey Twins 
Ginya Lynn 
Gayle Robbins 
Terry Lawlor 
Ruth Wallis 
Jack Edwards Orch 
Hotel Biltmore 
Carol Lynne 
Ray Heatherton Orc 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Enrie Madriguera O 
Fernando Alva 
Nita Rosa 
Bob Lido 
Cachita 


tay Arnett 
Mischel Gomer 4 
Stanley & Marti 


Dorothy Keller 


Now 


Earle, 


COOKIE 


EDDIE 


FRANK SINATRA Show 


Philadelphia 


3 WELLES 
Placed by 


Paramount Building, N. Y. 


With 


BCWERS 


SMITH 


Maxine Johnson 
Club 18 

Koy Sedtey 

Vince Curran 

Joe Frisco 

Hal Hickson 


Gaye Dixon 
Althea 

Lillian Fitzgerald 
Hazel MeNulty 


Gordon Andrews O 
Club 51 

Frankie Hyers 
Pat Harrington 
Diane Fontaine 
Marco 
Peggy O'Neill 
Marie McCall 
Marcia Kent 

Club 1-2-3 
Roger Stearns 
Myra Kingsley 

CopacaLana 
Jimmy Durante 
Mary Raye & Naldi 
Karen Cooper 
Larry Brooks 
Mildred Law 
Mann & Knott 
Los Andrini 
Samba Sirens 
Joel Herron Orc 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coa Keuge 
EFiaine .Sarret’, 
Dick Wilson Orch 
Bela Bizony 
Jack Dempsey’s 
Victory Boys & Giri 
Air Lane 3 
Don Baker 


Burton & Janet 


Barbary Coast Boys 


Mishel Gorner Orch 
Hotel Dixte 


Rvyan-Barron Ore 

Hotel Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 

Abe Lyman Ore 

Rose Blane 

Frankie Connors 

Stanley Worth 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawalian Rm) 

Lani McIntire Ore 

Leilani 

Mokihana 

Al McIntire 

Harold Aloma 

Momi Kai 

Kuulei Young 


Hotel Lineotn 
(Blue Room) 
Georgie Auld Orch 
Hotel McAlpin 
(Marine Grill) 

Gladys Tell 

Ernest Hamory 

Johnny Messner Ore 

Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 

Sonny Dunham Ore 

Derothy Claire 

Don Darcy 

Mary Jane Yeo 

Bob Russell 

Bob Ballard 

Jerry Mapes 

Mary Jane Lawson 

Billy Peterson 


Rita Molina 
Alex Giraldo 
Hurricane Harry Le Roy 
Ted Lewis & Ore Eds 
Reed Sisters Bus Davis 
Geraldine De Bois Ubangi Clab 
Paul White Viola Jefferson 


Teddy Hale Hot Cha Drew 


Bebe Fox Versailles 

Charles Whittier Joe Washington 
June Edwards Cook & Brown 
Iceland Restaurant | Claudia Wheeler 
Joey Nash Socassas Ore 


Dwight Fiske 
Val Olman Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Lu-Cellia 
Criss Cross 
Corday & Triano 
David Brooks 
Trene Hawthorne 
Dale Belmont 
Marion Niles 
Village Barn 
Dick Thomas 
Estelle Loring 
Tiny Clark 
yerri Gale 
Eddie Ashman Orc 
Village Vanguard 
Albinny Jones 
Joe Capello Ore R Dyer-Bennett 
Kelly’s Stahle Gwen Tyne 
Clark Monroe Ore Joe Thomas 83 


Danny White 
Rigoletto Bros 
Marlyn & Martinez 
Cocktail Dners (6) 
Ted Eddy’s Ore 
Angelo Ore 
Jimmy Kelly’s 
Glenda Hope 
Jeanne Lynne 
Jo Ann Collier 
John Rockwood 
Burke 2 
Terry Spike 
Renee 
Mildred Truce 
Romero & Rosita 
Carter & Ross 
Lorna Rhode 


Coleman Hawkins Wive) 
Clarence Profit Bob Lee 

Dink Patterson Carmen Montoya 
Billy Daniels Tommy Hayden 


Miss Rhapsody Mile. Hiideen 


La Conga Gertrude Hild 
Jackie Gleason The Paulens 
Fileen Barton Harry Horton Ore 
Roars} Jancibar 


Dorothy Dorben G Ruck and Bubbles 

Enoch Light Orch ~ | Bill Bailey 

Leslie James Ada Brown 

Machito Rhumba Patterson & Jacks'’n 
La Martinique Tops & Wilda 

Danny Thomas Don Redman Ore 

Adrienne Canay's Be 


{(Plantaiion. Hoeom)! 
Al Trace 
Hotel Edison 


Air-Minded Det. | 


Continued from page | 


when a pilot got in his sights an 
American ‘training ship,’ the next 
clnseup showed a Jap being shot in a 
‘low-winged monoplane fighter,’ and 
the final shot of the ship spiraling 
down in smoke revealed an Ameri- 
can P-40. 

One kid got right nasty, saying?’ 
‘The way you’d make it look, our 


| 
| what the heck kind of picture it was 
| 


American fighters are so cokeyed 
they’re shooting down their own 
ships. It’s sabotage.’ 


As another kid put it aptly, ‘Every- 
body knows the difference between a 
Piper Cub and a Kawanishi 97.’ 

The millions of plane spotters who 
have grown up in the land are going 
to put plenty of pressure on the stu- 
dios. Just where are they going to 
get a Focke-Wulf 189, when every 
kid knows when they have dubbed in 
a Lockhead P-38? And just where 
will they pick up a Mitsubishi 97 TB, 
which millions of American kids re- 
fer to familiarly as ‘Kate’? 

It looks like they might have to go 
out and shoot down a few enemy 


planes for props. 


Lew Pollack and Herman Ruby, 
cleffers of ‘Daughter of Mademoi- 
selle from Armentieres,’ sold publi- 


Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jimmy Durante, Mary Raye & 
Naldi, Karen Cooper, Larry Brooks, 
Mildred Law, Nancy & Michael 
Mann, Los Andrini, Samba Sirens 
(8)" Joel Herron and Frank Marti’s 
Bands; $2.50 and $3.50 minimums. 
Show in Cocktail Bar: Peppy DeAl- 
brew, Witima Cox, Anne Francine, 
Los Andrini, Dorothy Knox, Don 
Flavio, Syvie St. Clair, Yola, Lou 
Lang Trio, Kris Kay Trio. 


The Copa has added something 
new—a _ niftily decorated upstairs 
cocktail bar, to take care of its over- 
flow biz. keep ’em out of the cold 
and drinking at the same time. And 
if the Copa itself can go in for in- 
novations, so can Jimmy Durante. 
Why shouldn’t he wear a _ beige 
sweater with a tuxedo, and contrast- 
ing green secks? 

If the chi-chi Monte Proser, Jack 
Entratter and all the other Copa co- 
horts are going to bill him as Mr. 


James Durante, then the Schnoz 
wotld be a sucker not to dress the 
part. That's where the pullover 


sweater comes in—with an especially 
large neck opening to permit passage 
of the most majestic proboscis since 
Barnum’s Jumbo. As for the socks! 
Well. Durante just didn’t have a 
white pair, so he wore green, be- 
cause black ones are too common and 
the Schnoz wouldn't be caught 
gauche on the swank east side. 

The sweater is cut low and tucked 
into his trousers, making for both a 
cummerbund effect as well as to 
show off his studs. There was also 
the utilitarian effect of keeping 
Durante’s midriff warm in a room 
chilled by very recent structural 
changes. The Copa, it seems, has en- 
larged everything except Durante’s 
nose, where there is no need for fur- 
ther improvements, unless somebody 
wanted to install a powder room. 

The Schnoz opening night (Thurs- 
day) was a scintillating figure in 
front of a capacity crowd. Plus his 
sartorial elegance, he was elegantly 
groomed with a windblown hair ef- 
fect. All he lacked was a topper, but 
this Eddie Jackson wore, indicating 
that Durante is still his old magnani- 
mous self. If he’s going to get the 
classy billing, then at least Jackson 
can wear the high hat while doing 
‘Melody Man.’ 

Durante tore the joint apart for 30 
minutes, topping off a fine floor show 
with a hurricane of comedy. He did 
‘Toscanini,’ ‘Again You Turn-a,’ etc., 
ali his madcap foolery with his 
drummer and was a standout success 
before a capacity mob, all of whom 
appeared to be at the Copa for the 
express purpose of seeing the Schnoz. 

Not that the rest of the show isn’t 
a knockout. How could it miss, with 
Durante and Mary Raye and Naldi’s 
fine ballroomology as important cogs. 
Here is one of the great dance teams 
of current times, smooth, graceful, 
artful. Their present work is a far 
cry from the time when they were 
part of the Raye, Ellis and LaRue 
adagio trio, yet their experience with 
the latter act stands them in good 
stead in their present lifts and twirls. 
Like the Schnoz, they drew well-de- 
served plaudits opening night. 

An Al Siegel protege, Karen 
Cooper, is another asset for the show, 
the classy, good-looking brunet de- 
livering and selling her songs in ex- 
cellent fashion. At this catching she 
was too close to the mike at times, 
but that was only a technical fault 
and she whammed nevertheless. 
Also fine on the vocalistics is Larry 
Rrooks, a holdaver. at the Cona for 
some months, y 

Plus Raye and Naldi, the show is 
loaded with good dancing. In this 
department are Mildred Law, a cute 
and extremely personable tapster 
who adds immeasurably to the en- 
tertainment on both oceasions that 
she’s on. Nancy and Michael Mann 
are more in the novelty idiom and 
also okay in a brief stint. 


one of whom plays a guitar and the 
other an antique-looking string in- 
strument that’s a cross between a 
lyre and a marimba, double down- 
stairs from the cocktail room, but 
only fer one number. Samba Sirens. 
as usual eight beauts gorgeously cos. 
tumed, round out the show in the 
main room. 

Cockiail lounge entertainment evi- 
dently runs sporadically and only a 
couple of acts were viewed opening 
night, the Ardinis and Dorothy Knox, 


|a singing comedienne whose flair for 


comedy was somewhat dimmed by a 
noisiness of the room’s customers. 
Cocktail Room’s opening necessitated 
an entirely new entrance to the 
Copa. The cellar door is closed off 
and the only way to get into the 
Copa now is through the Cocktail 
Room, which means that it’s an in- 
ducement for prospective customers 
to wait in the upstairs drinkery when 
there are no tables available in the 
main room. 

Durante’s draught drew plenty of 
upstairs holdovers Thursday night 
(16). Scho. 


Panther Reom, Chi 
(SHERMAN HOTEL) 
Chicago, Dec. 18. 
Johnny Long’s Orch (14) with 
Patti Dugan, Gene Williams, Dave 
Lambert, Jack Shea, Robert Crum, 
College Inn Models (7); minimum 
$1.25-$2.50. 


Art Paulson Orch 


Diamond Horseshoe 


Peter Kent Orch 


cation rights to Pyramid Music Co. 


Johnny Long has joined the long 


Los Andrini, Latin musical team. 


Night Club Reviews 


list of bands that have played this 
home of jive and his solid music is 
keeping the room packed most of 
the time. Long’s style has changed 
considerably since last around. At 
that time the fiddle playing maestro 
leaned very much on the sweet side. 
Now he lets his brasses blast as loud 
as the hottest band extant, but that’s 
how they like it here. Long has 
three vocalists; Patti Dugan, who 
handles the torch songs; Gene Wil- 
liams on the ballads, and Dave Lam- 
bert dishing out the rhythm num- 
bers. 

Present lineup, while short on 
quantity, is long on entertainment. 
An audience participation game 
‘Sight Unseen’ at present confined to 
members of the armed forces, is a 
valuable addition to the show as is 
Jack Shea, who conducts the game 
ana later gets lots of laughs with his 
auctioneering stint. 

Show opens with the band’s ver- 
sion of ‘Blue Skies’ followed by Gene 


Williams, baritone, singing ‘White 
Christmas.’ Playing of the ‘Sight 
Unseen’ game was next. Several 


service men are led blindfolded up 
to the microphone and a girl is 
placed on each side of them, one ata 


time. Each girl told the soldier or 
sailor something about the other 
girl and he made his choice of a 
‘blind date’ through hearing the 
voices and facts about the girls. 
Much comedy is derived from the 


answers given by the men and Shea 
keeps things moving with splendid 
results. This is the idea of the radio 
program, Blind Date.’ 

Patti Dugan contribs ‘Either Too 
Young or Too Old’ and Robert Crum, 
pianist extraordinary, displays_ his 
nifty technique in the playing of 
several numbers among which were 
variations on ‘Liza,’ a difficult classi- 
cal composition, a boogie-woogie 
number and ‘It Can't Be Wrong’ to 
heavy applause. Series of mirrors 
over the keyboard gives everyone in 
the room an Opportunity to see 
Crum’s remarkable keyboard work. 

Shea has the audience almost in 
convulsions with the auction rou- 
tine he has been doing for years. 
He sells a box of candy to a lady for 
25c.: a case of beer, a package of 
potato chips and a carton of cigar- 
ettes to a man for $2 and gives away 
other bargains all mixed with plenty 
of gags and pieces of business that 
brings down the house. One of the 
highlights of the act is the baby 


(Continued on page 49) 


New Acts 


ANITA O’DAY 
Songs 
7 Mins. 
Oriental, Chicago 
As a single, Gene Krupa’s former 
vocalist doesn’t quite make the 
grade. She has the abiltty to fill a 
certain niche in the stage and cafe 
field, but first she must get herself 
an act and a routine. She made her 
debut as a single badly unprepared. 
Here she did ‘Let Me Off Uptown,’ 
‘Shoo Shoo Baby’ and ‘Alice Blue 
Gown’ in the same manner that en- 
deared herself to thousands of jive 
hounds when a member of Krupa’s 
band. But she failed to reckon with 
encores and had to confess to know- 
ing only three songs. After floune 
dering about a bit she finally did a 
chorus of ‘Pistol Packin’ Mama’ and 


| made an awkward exit. Morg. 
MARIE NASH 
Songs 
10 Mins. 
Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
Miss Nash looks better than she 


sings sometimes. She runs the gamut 
of musicomedy standards, such as 
‘Somebody Loves Me,’ ‘Smoke Gets 
In Your Eyes,’ ‘Lover Come Back To 
Me’ and ‘Summertime.’ That blend of 
Gershwin, Kern and Romberg should 
be surefire for almost anybody but 
when she attempts a ‘Miss Muffet’ 
novelty she misses. 

Miss Nash is an attractive blonde 
who has toured with Sigmund Rom- 
berg in concert. Abel 


SONDRA & JONNIE STEELE 
| Songs 
| 15 Mins. 
Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. 
Man-and-wife team, young and 
personable, he at the ivories to ac- 


company her songs. The St. Regis’ 
Maisonette is a svelte and soft in- 
terior, a natural for such mixed 


teams, but after it all adds up, his 
work at the Steinway emerges as 
the high light. 

Miss Steele does ‘Little Cafe Down 
the Street, ‘Beguine,’ etc, but his 
Percy Grainger pieces at the ivories 
somehow register the most. Abel. 
FAY & GORDON 
Dancers 
12 Mins. 

Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 

Young personable dancers do their 
chores gracefully and with distinc- 
tion. She's a ringer for Carole Lan- 
dis in personality and smile, and 
he’s an assured dance partner as they 
unreel their waltz opener: a music 
box doll-dance conceit; a fast fox, 
and a novelty. 

They fit well into a class spot of 
the Hotel Pierre’s Cotillion Room 
calibre. Abel, 


th 


| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
4 
| 
| 
| | 
i | | | 
| 
a | | | | | 
| | | 
| 
| | 
| | 
| | 
ey | | | | 
| | | | 
| | ° 
| | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
| 
| | | 
| | | > 
| | | 
} 
oe | | | | | | | 
= | | | | | 
| | | 
| | | | 
| | | | | 
ares 
| | | 
i 4 | 
| | 
axe | | | | | | | 
ee | | | | 
| | 
| | | 
| 
by 
ca. | | | | | | 
4 a : | | | | 
| | | | 
4 | | 
| | ; 
| 
Ld | | | | 
i 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


VARIETY. 


REVIEWS 49 


National, L’ville 
and pleases ‘em, Prof. Cheer, introed 
as the man ‘Ripley Wouldn’t Believe, 
a character with a dead pan, plays 
the musical saw, and other insitru- 
ments. His feature stunt is playing 
a tune on his cranium with a pair of 
wooden sticks, to bring forth tones 
faintly resembling a xylophone. 

Sophie Parker, hefty blues singer, 
has some crosstalk with Meroff anent 
her weight, then goes into a Western 
number, followed by a couple pops. 
Mild response. 

Meroff has the various side-show- 
like characters on and off during 
scenes, working stooges from boxes, 
ala Olsen & Johnson. While the title 
and format of Meroff’s show is an 
obvious copy of the O & J routine, 
any resemblance must be ‘purely 
coincidental.’ It’s not even a good 
takeoff. One of the bits is the old 
burley water squirting business, with 
the gag line ‘Can I have it now?’ 
That gives just an idea of how corny 
the comedy is, and on top of that it’s 
much too heavy on the blue side for 
this house. 

Business light at first show Satur- 
day (18). Hold. 


Earle, Wash. 
Washington, Dec. 17. 
Chester Dolphin, Carole King, the 
Kemmys, Joyce Romero, Roxyettes, 
Jo Lombardi’s Orch; ‘Northern Pur- 
suit’ (WB). 


A show thoroughly in the holiday 
mood, dressed up with tinsel and 
spangles, trimmed with Kris Kringle 
music, adding up to 38 minutes of 
sparkle and jingle bells entertain- 
ment. 

Opens with Jo Lombardi’s Santa 
Claus overture with the. little blind 
girl, Joyce Romero, coming through 
the loud speaker with ‘White Christ- 
mas. Trailers part for symbolical 
setting of the Wise Men following the 
star, with stained glass church win- 
dow effect for ‘Silent Night.’ Full 
stage to disclose Eileen Ritter in a 
monster cradle, garbed in pajamas 
and waiting for Santa Claus. Per- 
mits the entrance of the Roxyettes 
with bevy of dolls, used in dancing 
number. 

A trick jack in the box releases 
the Emmys for a round of burlesque 
adagio, reminding of Joe and Jane 
McKenna. Eileen Ritter on again for 
‘Something About An Old-Fashioned 
Girl,’ with the Roxyettes spotted 
throughout the audience in crino- 
lines, picked up by myriad spotlights 
for good effect. 


Carole King is on for some 
ballerina work which is so _ brief 
dancer has little opportunity to 


st ‘ne. Chester Dolphin is introduced 
for some of his upside down juggling, 
aided by a pretty partner. The 
Roxyettes in ‘Christmas Belles’ are 
adorned with clusters of sleigh 
jingles around their waists and 
ankles from which they shake out 
tunes. Fmale has everybody shout- 
ing ‘Merry Christmas.’ In seasonal 
mood. this show effective through 
extra drops and trappings which 
keep it in the Yuletide atmosphere. 
Arke. 


Oriental, Chi 
Dorothy Donegan, Russ Miller & 
Arlene, Anita O’Day, Coley Worth 
& Marcia, Rich & Gibson; ‘The Awful 
Truth’ (Col). 


Dorothy Donegan, playing a return 
engagement, heads an_ interesting 
vaude bill this week. La Donegan, 
who in some 18 months rose from 
& pianist in a State street cocktail 
lounge at $45 a week to a spot in 
Andrew Stone’s new filmusical ‘Sen- 
Sations of 1944,’ which goes before 
the camera early in January, is a big 
favorite here. Acts all play in front 
of house orchestra batoned by Ray 
Lang. 

Rich and Gibson tee off with a 
nifty combination of stepping and 
xylophone piaying. Open as a tap 
team and then bring on the woodpile 
for some straight numbers: 
pering’ done in double time and 
Gancing while playing by the man 
in solo and team. Merited big hand. 

Russ Miller and Arlene have a 
novelty in their combination cycling, 
dancing, instrumental and dog act 
that furnishes plenty of entertain- 
ment. From tricks on the unicycle, 
to playing two clarinets at one time 
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‘Whis- | 
Lout to take the breaks on his trum- 


and Arlene’s acrobatic dancing, to| 


the clever tricks by three different 
dogs, aidéd by the dry humor of 
Miller the act clicks from start to 
finish. A hit. 

Anita O’Day (New Acts) former 
Gene Krupa warbler, in debut as a 
Single, wows the jive hounds. 

Coley Worth, who up to now em- 
ceed the show, starts his own rou- 
tine with some sound imitations and 
a nifty takeoff of Groucho Marx. 
Marcia, possessing a neat pair of 
gams does a few steps and acts as a 
foil for Worth’s comedy antics and 


talk, which gets plenty of laughs 
_Worth contributes a few eccentric 
Steps to round out the act. 
applause. 
‘ Dorothy Donegan beat out a quar- 
et of tunes on the piano that had 
udience stomping. Opens with 


Heavy 


the a 


variations on Paderewski’s ‘Minuet,’ 
following with her own ‘Piano 
Boogie’ and ‘Tea for Two’ and closes 
with ‘St. Louis Blues’ to heavy palm 
whacking. Morg. 


Stanley, Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Charlie Barnet Orch (17), Lowe, 
Hite & Staniey, Bunny Briggs, Har- 
riet Clark, Buddy De Franco, Dodo 
Maramosa Peanuts Holland; ‘Cross 
of Lorraine’ (M-G). 


Week before Xmas is usually from 
hunger. WB deluxer has turned the 
other cheek this year. In ‘Cross of 
Lorraine’ (M-G), house has its best 
picture in a long time and the show 
paced by Charlie Barnet is 60 min- 
utes of solid entertainment. Since 
his last time around, Barnet has 
learned plenty about the hinterland 
keys. Season ago, he was blasting 
‘em out of their seats same as he’d 
do in a ballroom for a pack of jitter- 
bugs. That may have been okay in 
N. Y. and perhaps a couple of 
other metropolitan spots but Pitts- 
burgh can take its sizzling swing or 
leave it alone, principally the latter. 

Now Barnet’s showing some re- 
straint and he’s getting much better 
results. Doesn’t go to the other ex- 
treme, of course, but he’s mixing 
them up musically and hitting a 
much better balance. There’s con- 
siderable trace of the Duke llington 
influence in band’s style and reper- 
toire; in fact, Barnet has an arrange- 
ment of the Duke’s ‘Mood Indigo’ 
that even Ellington himself would 
have a tough time improving on. 
What’s more, the tall, good-looking 
maestro is an improved showman 
and his casual, easy way with the 
audience gives the layout a head 
start on getting over. 

Orch, made up of six saxes, in- 
cluding the maestro, four trombones, 
four trumpets, drum, bass, guitar 
and piano, bangs off on the right foot 
immediately with a sock reading of 
‘Caravan, then Bunny Briggs, a 
good-looking colored lad, holds the 
pace with some flashy loose-limbed 
hoofing. Barnet brings down Buddy 
De Franco, a clarinet whiz, who 
sends his licorice stick into the 
clouds on Gershwin’s ‘Man I Love,’ 
and shifts the spotlight to his pianist, 
Dodo Maramosa, who fingers the 
keyboard with feeling and power. 
Few outfits have come this way with 
a better pair of instrumentalists than 
De Franco and Maramosa. 

* Vocalizing is in safe hands. And 
Harriet Clark’s easy on the eyes, too. 
Barnet’s ex-wife, she has rejoined 
him professionally for a time and 
wraps up ‘Shoo Shoo Baby’ and 
‘Either Too Young Or Too Hold’ 
handily. It’s a big laugh when Bar- 
net announces the band, like all 
others, is going to dip into the clas- 
sics ‘according to government order’ 
with a Spanish sinfonetta by ‘Alonzo 
Dextair’ whereupon the boys come 
through with a pretentious intro- 
duction which leads into, naturally, 
‘Pistol-Packin’ Mama.’ Orch’s col- 
ored trumpet player steps down for 
a song and solo that’s on the nose 
and that brings on Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley for the next-to-closing spot. 

Ill-fitted threesome mops up, as 
they have always done around here, 
with their familiar routine, adding 
this time for a finish a recorded 
parody on the Andrews Sisters. It’s 
a familiar piece of business but fits 
Lowe, Hite and Stanley like a glove. 
They should cut it down, however, 
to the ‘Sonny Boy’ platter, two num- 
bers in the same vein are too long. 

Cohen. 


Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 17. 
Jack Herbert, Barr & Estes, Barton 
& Brady, Jack Sparks, Emma Lou 
Luthy; Tower Orch (9) with Jack 
Parks; ‘Never a Dull Moment’ (U) 
and ‘Here Comes Keity’ (Mono). 


Comedy themes of the accompany- 
ing dual screen bill are hypoed by 
those of the 40-minute stage show 
this week. 

House orch tees off with ‘Muskrat 
Ramble.’ with Jack Parks, steppin 
pet in lively fashion. Jack Herbert, 
magician, doubles as m.c. First on 
is Emma Lou Luthy, who sings 
‘You're Irish and You're Beautiful’ 
and tops the song off with a bit of 
tapping. 


Deuce has Jack Sparks, mimic, 
who does take-offs on Bob Burns, 
Bonnie Baker, Clem McCarthy, 
Amos ’n’ Andy and others. His | 


finale is an impersonation of F. D. R. 
in one of his air talks. Goes over 
big. 
ne and Brady are balancers 
who work in the manner of a couple 
of drunks. While their stunts are 
not new. their timing and comedy 
business put them across nicely. The 
juves particularly liked their un- 
steady antics. 

Jack Herbert, on in his own act 
combining magic and comedy, easily 
is the standout of bill. His rope and 
card tricks are okay, particularly 


his palming. shuffling and water 
falling of the paste-boards. His 
breezy patter registers solidly. The 


house wanted more at show eaught. 
Closing spot has Barr and Estes, 
eccentric dance team. The man com- 


steps, N. Y., 


| pines some novelty steps with mug- 
|ging to good effect. The girl is a 
looker, and makes an effective foil 
‘for comedy business of her part- 
ner. Two bows as the drapes closed 
House well filled when caught. 
Earl. 


RKO, Boston 


Boston, Dec. 17. 
Jimmie Lunceford (17); 
Leon Collins, Tina Dixon, Frank 
Radcliffe, Mills Bros.; ‘Rookies in 
Burma’ (RKO). 


The Lunceford band and the 
Mills Brothers, as anchor men of this 
; colored show, do an okay job of 
‘satisfying the customers despite a 
longish saggy stretch in the middle 


of the show. Biz is way off, too, 
evidently as a purely’ seasonal 
phenomenon. 


Band devotes most of its time to 
strictly Basin street tunes like ‘De- 
sign for Jivin,’ ‘Later Tonight’ and 
‘For Dancers Only,’ and the arrange- 
ments stress plenty of brass, and 
high-pressure rhythms. Only pop 
tune the band does is ‘Blues in the 
Night’ with fancy saxophone stuff 
by Kurk Bradford. Bradford does 
an extended solo prior to this, 
though, an arty piece of business on 
‘Alone With You’ which proves pre- 
tentious in arrangement and tire- 
some in the continued use of glis- 
sando in the solo. Other band solo- 
ists are Joe Thomas, who does 
‘Slender, Tender and Tall,’ Claude 
Trenier, who sings ‘Later Tonight,’ 
and Tina Dixon, 


The iatter pulls a wow with hep 
conceptions of ‘Shoo Shoo Baby,’ ‘Hit 
That Jive’ and ‘Low Down Dirty 
Shame’ and has to encore with ‘Zip 
Your Lip.’ Even then the audience 
lets her go reluctantly. She under- 
lines the lyrics with hippy gestures 
to knock ’em dizzy. 

Leon Collins goes over with a 
smooth tap routine which climaxes 
in acrobatic stuff for a solid return. 
Frank Radcliffe, appearing without 
Jenkins, does -‘Danny Boy’ and ‘Old 
Man River’ for moderate results, and 
the Mills Brothers, in the ace spot, 
draw plenty of favor with familiar 
conceptions of ‘Celito Lindo,’ ‘T'll Be 
Around,’ ‘Lazy River,’ and ‘Paper 
Doll.’ Elie. 


Embassy, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 


The battle for Tarawa and March 
of Time’s ‘Airways To Peace,’ latest 
stanza of ‘This Is America’ series, 
share honors on new lineup. Tarawa 
conflict (Par) is undoubtedly the 
most exciting batile shots yet re- 
leased via the Government for the 
newsreel showings. It depicts the 
great part the U. S. marines played 
in taking the island. Plenty of ac- 
tion in the actual combat shots and 
the ultimate rout of the yellow- 
bellies makes for plenty of excite- 
ment. Narrator explains that we lost 
over 1,000 men in the combat but 
that the Japs lost three times that 
amount. A lone survivor Jap is 
taken as prisoner but much equip- 
ment and supplies were also left be- 
hind. 

‘Airways To Peace’ (M. O. T.) is 
on the documentary side but arrests 
attention and holds interest. It’s a 
film cavalcade of what the air forces 
have done and what they will do in 
the future, pointing up post-war pos- 
sibilities as well. Released by 20th- 
Fox. 

News Forum has Col. Carlos Rom- 
ulos interviewing Mr. and Mrs. Royal 
Arch Gunnison on their experience 
in Jap prison camps. Couple re- 
cently returned to this country as 
exchange prisoners, told how they 
were pooriy fed by the Japs and 
other hardships of imprisonment. 
Forum also has Look mag presenta- 
tion of Raymond Clapper in dis- 
course on ‘Why Hate Our Allies.’ 
| Discourse points up that those who, 
| with their loose talk unleash un- 
| pleasantries about our Allies, are 
premulgating Hitler’s campaign of 
hate to divide United Nations. 

President Roosevelt reviewing and 
addressing troops in Iran anent the 
| purpose of recent conference to speed 
|end of war (Pathe), service men 
| Xmas shopping in Cairo, Pearl Har- 
bor Day exercises on Sub-Treasury 
and a Lew Lehr comic 
are among other shots 


— 
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:close to $35,000 annually in commis- 
'sions, others ranging up to $100,000 
and better with larger sources of 
talent. 

Another factor in standing of 
|N. Y. vs. L. A. agents is that studios 
‘are inclined to rely more on their 
eastern offices for published ma- 
terial and plays. Thus, most deals, 
lif submitted on the Coast, would be 
held up pending final consultation or 
okay from the New York picture 
company reps. 

Picture company story department 
;execs in the- east report that, as a 
result of the shortage of suitable ma- 
terial for filming, eastern literary 
lagents are likely to ecome even 
;more important during the coming 
lyear. 


Literary Agents | | 


Panther Room. Chi 


bottle marathon in which men drink 
a bottle of milk baby style, the win- 
ner being awarded a bottle of cham- 
pagne. Big hit. Morg. 


Minn. Terrace. Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 
Minneapolis, Dec. 18. 
Stuart & Lee, Juanita Rios, Selma 
Dancers (6), Perry Martin Orch 
(12); $1.50-$2.50 min. 


Floor shows follow pleasing pat- 

tern at this class spot and the pres- 
ent one doesn’t deviate in the slight- 
est. It provides a topnotch dance 
act, a bit of spice and comedy and 
an attractive femme ensemble. As 
usual, it’s modest in proportions, but 
seems to fill the bill as far as patron 
satisfaction is concerned, its quality 
compensating for lack of names or 
pretentiousness, 
_ The Harlowe dancers, six eye-fill- 
ing girls who dance very well, and 
the Martin orchestra, that always 
does a good job for customer danc- 
ing and the floor show, now are re- 
garded as fixtures here, and there 
can be no complaint on this score. 
The girls are attractively costumed 
and their routines are cleverly con- 
ceived and well executed. In this 
show they do two numbers, one a 
swift and colorful bolero and the 
other a flashy ‘White Christmas’ pro- 
duction bit. 

Stuart and Lee, making first local 
appearance, impress as an outstand- 
ing ballroom team. Many of their 
lifts and spins are unusual. Juanita 
Rios is an animated, personable 
Puerto Rican pepper pot not at all 
hard to look at. In a revealing gown, 
she delivers s.a. in large gobs. She 
does the bunny number from ‘Star 
and Gartet’ with a toy bunny which 
she takes around to males at the 
tables nearest to the floor and which 
makes for comedy business. A Cuban 
love song registers strongly. It's fol- 
lowed by a hot rhumba dance with 
sambas that also goes over nicely. 

Room weli filled at late show 
caught. Rees. 


Monte Carlo, N. Y. 
Dick Gasparre Orch (13) and 
Ralph Rotgers band (6) with Marga; 
$2.50 minimum, 


Enlarged Monte Carlo, now run- 


lple, Webb and Kronn, who took over 


ning on East 54th to the Madison 
avenue corner, with entrance on the 
avenue, reminds of those super- 
duper bistros in the fading Prohi- 
bition era. Spots like the ParkAve., 
the Royal Box, et al., used to go in 
for such flash and dash, more or 
less safe in the belief that repeal was 
around the corner, and the enforce- 
ment officers wouldn’t bother them 
much anyway. 

It’s a gay Franklin Hughes-de- 
cored room, featuring a gargantuan 
bar, running from Madison avenue 
down the 54th street side. Said to 
be 75-foot long, and looks longer. 
The spacious cocktailery area out- 
side the main room (the former 
Monte Carlo itself) is for lunch, 
cockiail and informal lolling, and 
seems to be getting a strong play 
all by itself. The dance floor is per- 
haps the largest in town among class 
niteries, not of the dancehall cate- 


ory. 
Dick Flanagan, who is managing 
the class bistro for the realty peo- 


when the Gene Cavallero (Colony) 
operation faded, which in turn had 
succeeded the Fefe Ferry regime, 
figures that the room is a draw on 
its own, at least for the time being. 
He’s right. After the holiday boom, 
perhaps, they’ll be compelled to pay 
Morton Downey the $2,500 a week 
he wanted, or some such similar at- 
raction. 

Right now the two bands are do- 
ing all right, along with the fine 
cuisine, averaging around $6 a head 
for a moderate dinner (one drink). 
Gasparre has enlarged his combo 
to 13 and, per usual, plenty OK for 
sound, while Marga is OK for sight 


Club Reviews 


Continued from page 48 


| 


pacity of 1,500, this is a pushover to 
crack. Joint gets a 75c admission 
during the week with a two-bit hike 
on weekends. Uniform trade is in 
the majority. Drinks tab at 75c each, 
strictly on the weak side. 


Current show with Joe De Rita, 
producer and star, is also on the 
weak side. Former burley comic 
tries hard but support is not there. 
Despite this, De Rita himself has 
aroused sufficient interest to war- 
rant several studio tests. Small, ro- 
tund ‘and Costelloish, he does three 
bits aided by Lee Trent, straight 
man; Harry Rose, comic; Ray Par- 
sons and Mimi Reed. Latter is a 
talking woman who fits into the bits 
to good advantage. Rose, former 
burley comic now writing at Repub- 
lic, gives good aid. Trent, also from 
the striperies, emcees the show and 
works in bits. His material is too 
blue for the trade but he keeps try- 
ing to sell it. 

On the specialty side, Yvette Dare 
and her sarong-stealing parrot, are 
featured. When caught, the bird, 
evidently more interested in bird 
seed, had to have a lot of help in 
stealing the sarong and bra. How- 
ever, the audience got the idea. 
When working good, the act is a not 
bad cafe novelty. Darlene Gardner 
does a modified strip with the aid of 
fans, and Mimi Reed tosses in a bal- 
loon specialty. Best on the solo ef- 
forts was Ginger Fay with a good 
blues voice and topnotch tapping. 

Spot, with the small nut and cur- 
rent policy, has been cracking the 
expense end on Saturdays with the 
black ink used on the rest of the 
week. It’s rough-and-ready enter- 
tainment but tailored for the low- 
budget people, it has its place here. 
Also gets a play from the picture 
mob who previously went to the 
downtown burley houses to get their 
load of ‘Flugle Street,’ ‘Move Over’ 
and ‘Slowly I Turned.’ The stripper 
works mild with lungs covered and 
G string along the line of winter un- 


burley devotees who know that they 
can see more flesh a few doors up 
Sunset at Earl Carroll’s. But, of 
course, for a much higher tab. 

After several other outfits on the 
band stand, spot has finally decided 
on Don Carper’s orchestra, an eight- 
piece combo dispensing good dance 
and show music. Entire floor show 
is done on a stage over the band 
stand a la Slapsy ee ee 

all, 


at tie helm of ihe Raipn Rotgers 
rhumba band. Marga is one of 


those derriere - swinging maracas | 


Hollywood Casino 


Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
Joe De Rita, Lee Trent, Harry 
Rose, Ray Parsons, Mimi Reed, 


Yvette Dare, Ginger Fay, Darlene 
Gardner, Don Carper’s Orch (8); 
admission 75c-$1. 


Owned by the Lucca boys, who 
operate several restaurants and night 
clubs in town, the Casino, a former 
super market, got off to several bum 
starts before it made a buck. Looks 
like the present policy of near burley 
is the answer. Previous to this, spot 
has tried colored shows and straight 
bands but with each laid an egg. Lo- 
cated near Sunset and Vine, with 
Carroll’s, the Florentine and other 
niteries as opposition, it now draws 
more than its share with a minimum 
nut. 

On paper, looks as if operation is 
not over $3,000 weekly. With the 
present Hollywood crowds and a ca- 


18 and other spots. 


4th War Loan 


Continued from page 4 


meetings to line up the industry for 
the coming Fourth War Loan cam- 
paign. 

A contest, with winners to be 
chosen for the ‘Honored Hundred,’ 
was disclosed by Charles P. Skouras, 
general drive chairman for the in- 
dustry. It will be open to every 
theatre manager in the U. S., Alaska 
and Hawaii and, it is hoped,. will re- 
sult in a record-breaking sale of ‘E’ 
series bonds, to realize the industry’s 
campaign slogan of ‘a bond for every 
seat.’ 

The ‘Honored Hundred,’ actually 
110, will be those who sell the most 
‘E’ bonds in proportion to the num- 
ber of seats in their theatres. Classi- 


fication of awards will be a8 suLidwe. 


10 champions for cities under 5,000 
population; 10 for cities of 5-10,000; 
10 in cities of 10-25,000; 10 in cities 
of 25-50,000; 10 for cities of 50-100,- 
000; and 10 in cities over 100,000. 

In addition, one champion will be 
selected from each state, Alaska, and 
Hawaii. 

Carter Barron’s Powwows 

Loew’s district managers for the 
Washington area wound up a two- 
day powwow yesterday (20). Guests 
of Carter Barron, Loew zone man- 
ager, they discussed promotional 
plans for the Feurth. War-Loon and 
the March of Dimes. 

Attending were Gene Ford, O. J. 


specialists. Between the two, the! Ratto. Charles Yerby. Jack Foxe, 
, customers aren’t wanting for heof-| wijliam Saxton, Sam Gilman, Roscoe 
ology. Abel. Brock 


Drissel, Witlock, 
Peters and Edgar Doob. 


George 


Chi Confab 
Chicago, Dec. 21. 

At first of three regional confer- 
ences, scheduled throughout the 
country preparatory to the film in- 
dustry’s participation in the fourth 
war loan campaign, John Balaban, 
head of the B & K theatres, yester- 
day applauded use of slogan ‘Bond 
for Every Seat,’ at confab at the 
Blackstone hotel. 

Speakers at yesterday’s meeting 
included Charles P. Skouras, Rick 
Ricketson, B. V. Sturdivant, Francis 
Harmon, Robert Mochrie, Jules 
Rubens and Jack Kirsch. Following 
meeting Skouras, Sturdivant, Sey- 
mour Peiser, Andy Krappman and 
Fred Stein left for San Francisco 
where another meeting takes place 
Dec, 23. 
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Dream Street Beat 


WALTER VINCENT 


Gives 


( sroadway Legit Lowdown) 


‘Malice Domestic’ finally began calling in actors a few days ago 
...This time Milton Berle will supervise the whole production himself. | 
His ‘Checkmate’ goes into casting Jan. 15...For Xmas Bill Robinson sent | 
his friends this. greeting: ‘Try 487'...Francine Larrimore put money into 
Andrew Rosenthal’s ‘Two Loves Have I’...it'l! go on with her in the lead. | 

Ed Chodorov is casting and directing his ‘Decision’ himself because 1) 
want to ruin it myself, if you don’t mind’ ..Gregory Ratoff, now enroute 
to L. A.. advised buttonholers in Sardi's, ‘Go see my wife (Eugenie 
Leontovich). She has a play’ P. A. Frank Goodman is leaving Todd 
Jed Harris has Herman Manckiewiez adapting ‘Tucker's People’... Martin 
Gabel is idle waiting for Mrs. Louis Weitzenkorn to agree to the new re- 
writing on ‘Challenge’...S. N. Behrman is rewriting ‘Jacobowsky and the 
Colonel.’ | 

Kathryn Dunham has taken a year’s lease on rehearsal rooms at 

Actors’ Church (Union Church) on 48th and they are rebuilding for 

her now...Former Labor Stage (Princess theatre) will be renamed 

‘Genius. Inc., 39th St. Theatre’...Lawyer Rudolph Allen has bought 

into ‘Cindy, which has-a Cinderella theme...Mackey Ticket agency's 

staff bought Louis Schonceit a $250 cashmere coat, which it reports 
he keeps in a safe...Aurania Rouverol, who created the Andy Hardy 
story, has a new play which French is publishing. 

The Cas‘ing Situation at the Halfway Mark: 

Alex Cohen needs six-foot men before he can begin ‘Duke In Darkness’ 
rehearsals...Alfred Bloomingdale is selecting long stems for ‘Allah Be 
Praised’...Ditto for the Ringling Circus, which casts at Brooks Costume 

_.Geo. Abbott is hunting girls with Scotch burrs for ‘Highland Fling’. cs 
John Wilson has put ‘While the Sun Shines’ on the agenda again and 
Noel (Flew & Flu) Coward will help stage...Hurricane prop Dave Wolper 
has postponed ‘Ankles Aweigh’. ..Eddie Dowling is “preparing ‘His Last 
Role’...‘My Sister Eileen’ finally got its six Brazilians "md is in rehearsal 
... Kazan is giving readings on ‘Jacobowsky and the Colonel’ ..Mike Todd 
can’t get a full cast for ‘Something For the Boys,’ rd co... third co of 
‘Oklahoma’ may begin casting first week of 1944...Cornelia Otis Skinner 
is waiting patiently till that leading man says yes...Sam Jaffe is having 
readings at Wm. Leibling’s on ‘You Can't Do That to Svoboda’...Believe 
it or not, seven musicals have casting calls this week. 


‘VICTORY’ P.A.’S DOUBLE 
INTO SHOW AS ACTORS 


Five members of the publicity staff 
vi ‘Winged Victory,’ 44th Street. 
N. Y.. are now required to double in 
the performance of Moss Hart’s Army 
Air Corps drama. They appear as 
walkons in three scenes. 

Lt. Col. Dudley S. Dean, show's ex- 
ecutive director, opined that the de- 
partment might be overstaffed and 
so issued the walkon order despite 
the fact that the stage is jammed | . 
with extra people during certain ‘Junior Miss,’ Saville. 
scenes. The press people wear civil-| ‘Lisbon Story,’ Hippodrome. 
ian clothes for their stage stint. | ‘Live for Love,’ Haymarket. 

The publicity staff is getting out a ‘Lottie Dundass,’ Cambridge. 
four-page paper called The Gremlin, ‘Mr. Bolfry,’ Playhouse. 
printed on slick paper. First issue ‘My Sister Eileen,’ Savoy. 
gives Hart’s Hollywood address plus ‘Panama Hattie,’ Piccadilly. : 
the admonition: ‘Don’t write him all ‘Pink String,’ Duke of York’s. 


Current London Shows 


London, Dec. 21. 
‘Acacia Avenue,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Are de Triemphe,” Phoenix 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Strand. 
‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’s. 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphi. 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo: 
‘Goodnight Ladies,’ Whitehall. 
‘Halfway to Heaven,’ Princes. 
‘Hi-De-Hi,’ Stoll. 
‘It’s Foolish But Fun,’ Coliseum. 
‘It’s Time Dance,’ Winter Garden. 


your troubles.’ Author is on the ‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
Coast to handle details for the} ‘She Follows Me About,’ Garrick. 
$1,000,000 ‘Victory’ picture deal with| ‘Something in the Air,’ Palace. 
20th. ‘Strike a New Note,’ Wales. 


‘Sweet and Low,’ Ambassador. 


Sgt. Bill Doll is managing editor ‘The Love Racket,’ Victoria Palace. 


of The Gremlin, aides being Pvt.| 

Set. Jerome Lewis, Pvt. Joseph This Time It's 
Heidt, Pvt. Harold Conrad, Sgt. ‘There Shall No Night,’ Aldwych. 


Abner Klipstein, Pfe. Ritt Herbert, 
Pvt. Hayes Gordon, Pfc. Edward Mc- 
Mahon, Pvt. Ade Kahn. Publication 
is under the supervision of Lt. Frank 
Egan. Paper is being issued weekly 
during the run of ‘Victory’ in New 
York. Publicity bunch also issued a 
souvenir program which is on sale in 


ASK JR. EQUITYITES IN 
SERVICE GET SR. RATING 


At a meeting held by 
Equity last Friday (17) it was pro- 
the 44th Street lobby at performance | that ell iuniar members now 


quarterly 


time. 
status. 


would 


in uniform be given senior 

What benefit such 
| derive was not apparent, except that 
| they would have the privilege of vot- 


Paul Moss Spiels To 
M Ti ( 1 ing. It was also proposed that all 
grs. on IX ouging members in the services be exempt 


Paul Moss. N. Y.’s commissioner of| from payment of dues for one year 


members 


licenses, addressed a meeting yes-! after the termination of the war. 
terday (21) of legit theatre operators; Present rule exempts all those in 
and preducers at the Astor hotel on’ uniform from dues Hability for the 


alleged ticket-gouging. In a letter) duration. 


‘A History of An Actors’ 
Charity’ 


(Referring to 63 Years of the 
Actors Fund's Fine Service) 


An Editorial Feature of 


VARIETY 


38th Anniversary Number 


Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 22-Jan. 1) 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ — Plymouth, 
Boston (22-1). 
‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ (2d Co.)—Aud., 
Salina. Kans. (22): Kansas State 
Normal, Topeka (24-25); Shrine 


Mosque, Springfield, Mo. (26); City 
Aud., St. Joseph, Mo. (27-28); Music 
Hall, Kansas City (29-1). 

‘Aldrich Family’ — Lafayette, De- 
troit (27-1). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2nd Co.) 
—Memorial Aud., Louisville (27-28); 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (29); Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis (30-1). 

‘Blackouts of 1943’ (vaude)—El 
Capitan, Hollywood (22-1). 

‘Blithe Spirit? — Studebaker, Chi- 
cago (27-1). 

‘Blossom Time’ — Court Square, 
Springfield, Mass. (22); His Majesty's, 
Montreal (25-1). 

‘Blossom Time’ (2nd Co.)—-Forrest, 

Philadelphia (27-1). 
‘Corn Is Green’—Shrine Aud., Des 
Moines, Ia. (26); Orpheum, Sioux 
City (27); Coliseum, Sioux Falls, S. 
D. (28); Lyceum, Minneapolis (30- 

‘Curtain Time’ (vaude) — Aud., 
Fresno, Cal. (25) (premiere); Cur- 
ran, San Francisco (27-1). 

‘Doughgirls’ (2nd Co.) — 
Boston (22-1). 

‘Doughgirls’ (3rd 
Philadelphia (27-1). 


Colonial, 


Co.) — Walnut, 


(22-25): Pitts- 


Washington Nixon, 
burgh (27-1). 

‘Good Night F.adies’ — Blackstone, 
Chicago (22-1). 

‘Icecapades’— Boston Garden, Bos- 
ton (25-1). 


‘Jackpot’ — Forrest. Philadelphia 


(22-25): Ford’s, Baltimore (27-1). 
‘Jane Eyre’ — Capitol, Yakima. 
Wash. (27): Wilma, Missoula, Mont. 


(29); Marlow, Helena, Mont. (30); 
Fox, Butte, Mont. (31-1). 

Janie’—Davidson, Milwaukee (27- 

‘Junior Miss’—Geary, 
cisco (27-1). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ 
Chicago (27-1). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (3rd Co.)—Locust, 
Philadelphia (22-1). 

‘Kiss and Tell’ (4th Co.)—Curran, 
San Francisco (22-25): Biltmore, Los 

‘Lady Comes Home’ — Walnut, 
Philadelphia (22-25). 

‘Life With Father’ (2nd Co.)— 
Royal Alexandra, Toronto (27-1). 

‘Marching With Johnny’—Erlanger, 
Philadelphia 

‘Marianne’—Shubert, 
(30-1) (premiere). 


San Fran- 


(2nd Co.)—Harris, 


(22-25). 


New 


to the showmen, Moss had previously Proposals will go before the coun- 

in imated that theatre licenses were} ci] for final disposition and a report 

subject to cancellation but there was} given at the next meeting. With 

uo Charge that managers figured in| Equity’s dues collections off from| 

agency ticket transactions that vi0-/*normal because of the number of 

lated the law. members in the war, exemption after 
Seme weeks.ago Moss called man-! they are mustered out appears te be | 

agers and clubmen to his office and! debatable. 

warned them on excess prices ex- 

acted for tickets. Club people did 

not appear interested, indicating that ? 

if members were willing to pay for FB Add to Jerry Rosen S 

good locations at the last minute, it 


business. 

1mon was called before 
code enforcement “board 

(20) to answer charges of 


was their own 
Arthur Le 

the legit 

Monday 


Duties; Now Casting Legit 
Jerry Rosen has been appointed to 
legit de- 


handle the newly-formed 


partment at Frederick Bros. agency, 


selling tickeis at more than the al- 
lowed 75c premium. Broker con-/} with headquarters in New York. He 
ceded that some overcharges had also handles the picture-casting and 


been made but disclaimed any per-| music division. Legit department 
sonal knowledge of the transactions,! setup is result of recent acquisition 
saying his office staff was at fault.| by the outfit of an Equity license. 


Understood that the broker will be| First legit casting chore being 
fined, such money going into the/ handled by the agency is for the 


board’s enforcement fund. 

Charles Moss, who operates Suss- 
man’s agency downtown and who 
was held on $100 bail on alleged 
8ypping on tickets, was up for hear- 
ing Monday but the case was put 
over for one week, 


road company of Mike Todd’s ‘Some- 
thing For The Boys.’ Signed thus far 
are George Moore, Joe Philips, Ad- 
dison Randall and Jack Leonard in 
addition to Joan Blondell, who will 
have the lead created on Broadway 


‘Mexican Hayride’—Shubert. Bos- 
ton (24-1) (premiere). 

‘My Sister Eiieen’—Lyric. Ailen- 
town, Pa. (28): Karlton. Williams- 
port, Pa. (29): Rajah, Reading, Pa. 
(30): War Memorial Aud., Trenton 
| (31-1). 

‘Oklahoma’ (2nd Co.) — Erlanger, 
| Chicago (22-1) 
| ‘Over 21’—Wilbur, Boston (23-25); 
National, Wasnington (€27-1). 
| ‘Patriots’— American, St Louis 
| (27-1). 

‘Porgy and _ Bess’—Shrine Aud., 


City (27-29): 
(30-31): Forum, 


Convention 
Wichita. 


Oklahoma 
Hall, Tulsa 
| Kans. (1). 

‘Sons o’ Fun’—Ca. ;, Detroit (2 

‘South Pacific’ — Shubert, 
Haven (23-25) (premiere). 

‘Storm Operation’ — Nixon, Piits- 
burgh (22-25); Hanna, Cleveland 
(27-1). 

‘Student Prince’—Erlanger, Buffalo 
(27-1). 

‘Suds in Your Eye’—Wilbur, Bos- 
ton (28-1) (premiere). 

‘Three’s a Family’ (2nd Co.)—Civic. 
Chicago (25-1). 

‘Tobacco Road’ — Lafayette, De- 
troit (22-25); Cox, Cincinnati (27-1). 

‘Tomorrow the World’ (2nd Co. )— 
Selwyn, Chicago (22-1). 

‘Without Love’'— Geary, San Fran- 
cisco (22-25); Metropolitan, Seattle 


2-1) 
New 


by Ethel Merman, 


(28-1). 


Gilbert and Sullivan — National, 


te 


Haven | 


| increase 


| 60% 


Inside 


Life mag’s current ‘Carmen Jones’ layout puts the emphasis on the Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d name, because it’s policy not to mention the producer 
unless he’s also the stager. True, producer Billy Rose had objected to 
photographic retakes. Life shot the modernized opera in Philadelphia, but 
wanted some extra pix. Rose said it would cost some $1,200 or so for extra 
stagehands and overtime, which wasn't worth while unless he was also 
guaranteed the front cover. 

Because the ‘Carmen’ company was called to the theatre for the photos, 
one-eighth of a week’s pay was required. When ‘Carmen’ played Boston 
pictures for a layout in Collier's cost around $600. Those photos were 
snapped in a studio with not as many people and no stagehands being 
required. Equity regulations provide for publicity pictures being made i; 
theatres without additional pay if made between matinee and night per- 
formances, provided time for supper is allowed or food be supplied by 
the management. There is provision, too, for pictures, sans additional 
pay, after night performances, but stagehands must get extra pay. Under- 
stood that Rose declined to call the ‘Carmen’ company for a proposed lay- 
out in Esquire. 

Murie! Rahn withdrew from ‘Carmen’ last Saturday (18) after differ- 
ences with the management. Colored songstress alternated the title part 
with Muriel Smith, latter having first call. Miss Rahn claimed she had 
been promised equal publicity with Miss Smith and was dissatisfied with 
her press. Both actresses drew equal salary. 

Scheduled opening of new Ruth Chatterton play, ‘A Lady Comes Home,’ 
at Nixon theatre in Pittsburgh last Monday last week (13) was postponed 
for 24 hours because several members of the cast were suffering from colds 
and hadn't time for sufficient dress rehearsing. Hundreds of ticketholders 
didn’t know this until they showed_up at the playhouse inasmuch as post- 
ponement wasn’t announced until couple of hours before curtain time. 
One woman got her tickets exchanged for the following night when. after 
the performance, a blackout occurred in Pitt that kept patrons inside until 
almost midnight. Finally emerging, the lady was overheard remarking to 
a companioh: ‘This is a helluva theatre. One night they won't let you in, 
and the next night they won't let you out.’ 


Touring company of ‘Life With Father’ had a time for itself at South 
Bend, Ind., and so did the audience last Wednesday (15) because the bag- 
gage car wast lost en route from Chicago. Performance did not start until 
shortly after 1 a.m. and rang down at 3:20. House had been filled and 
some 1,500 persons remained. Between the time the audience filed into 
the Palace and the show started the long interval was used for community 
singing led by June Walker, of the cast; Orville Foster, organist from 
WSBT; a male trio from the Hotel Oliver, and Lew Sawn, house electrician, 
who broke in as an entertainer. Production arrived at midnight. Quite a 
few patrons walked out and refunds of around $2,700 were made. 

Ted Levey, carpenter with ‘Father,’ suffered a heart attack on the way 
to South Bend, but was able to report at the theatre aiter treatment. , 


There are two-room suites instead of single dressing rooms backstage 
at the Morosco, N. Y., for each of the three players in Broadway's newest 
click, ‘Th@ Voice of the Turtle.’ Tastefully designed quarters for Margaret 
Sullavan, Elliott ‘Nugent and Audrey Christie include kitchenettes with 
electric refrigerators which are kept equipped by the management. Morosco 
is one of several theatres which changed ownership in recent months. Louis 
Lotito being the general manager. After taking possession, new owners 
completely redecorated-the theatre at an approximate cost of $30,000. 
Asked how about the backstage suites when another show with an average 
cast played the house, Lotito said they would make the necessary changes. 

A benefit performance in aid of the Police Athletic League was given 
at Madison Square Garden last Wednesday (15), it being the first such 
event for PAL. It’s slated to be an annual fixture. One of the principal 
functions of PAL is inducing kids to enter athletic competitions. The 
League supplies the necessary equipment, 

Bert Lytell was m.c., and because others slated could not appear because 
of illness, he was on the job until 11:30. Show was handled by Bob 
Weitman, Paramount theatre. N. Y., managing director, and Marvin 
Schenck’s bunch, who recently teamed in putting over the ‘Night of Stars’ 
benefit, also at the Garden. 


Mike Todd has two checks which represent winning wagers but says he 
won't cash ‘em One is for $50 from George S. Kaufman. It was part 
of what Todd describes as a parlay in connection with ‘The Naked Genius,’ 
which closed recently at the Plymouth, N. Y., after three and one-half 
weeks, 

The other alleged non-bouncer is for $25, from Sam Zolotow, drama 
reporter for the N. Y. Times. It represents Todd's Wining bet that ‘The Skin 
of Our Teeth’ would play into September on Broadway. Latter is the 
Pulitzer prize winning play which lasted one week on the road (in Boston 


,early this season) 


.f£omedian who recently nlaved, s bes th 


entire cast and theatre management when he complained bitterly about 
having to work with a wounded soldier from the audience, wearing the 


| Purple Heart. who ‘slowed up his act,’ according to the performer. Comic 


has an audience participation stunt and at every show calls up a number 
of the cash customers, and usually at least one serviceman at every per- 
formance. ‘I can’t afford to miss those laughs.’ he later said. His co-stars 
laid him out cold for whining about a guy who had risked his life for his 
country. 

One of Canada’s wartime measures effective after Dec. 31 limits the use of 


theatrical billboards. Oniy 24-sheet biiiboard paper may be used for any 


property or in a 
car ad cards from the rule. 
duty and taxes of 33%. 
and concerts. 


public conveyance, thereby exempting street 
Theatrical paper taken into Canada calls for 


New ban includes shows, circuses, hockey, fights 


Ste tinnare: 
Stationary € in€éers 


iimal 


in Broadway legit theatres are seeking higher pay 
and shorter hours 


Men are paid $63.50 weekly, and while the amount of 
mentioned, the boiler-room people ask the work-week 
be dropped from 48 to 40 hours, which would be tantamount to a boost of 
more than 16%. 


Was not 
Some legiters are serviced by a steam corporation, around 
having their own engineers. 

‘Listen, Professor,” an adaptation by Peggy Phillips from the Russian 
original called *“Mashenka,’ which opens at the Forrest, N. Y., tonight 
(Wednesday), was first done over here in English by the Harvard Dramatic 
club at the Brattle Hall theatre, Cambridge, Mass., last December. It drew 
a favorable press. For the college showing a literal translation by J. J. 
Robbins was used. 


V-shaped sign at 46th and Broadway, which had ‘Something For the 
Boys’ (Alvin, N. Y.) on one panel and ‘The Naked Genius’ on the ether, 
now has both sides exploiting ‘Boys.’ ‘Genius’ lettering was not com- 
pleted until after it was decided to close that show, withdrawn from tlie 
Plymouth recently after three and a half weeks. Sign was promptly blocked 
out after the show folded. 

Allen J. Kearns and Bert Willcox have been staging shows for children 
at Macy’s, N. Y., for some weeks. Both are legit actors, first named being 
especially well known in the past and formerly commanded a big salary 
in musicals. ‘Kiddie shows’ are 30-minute affairs. Kearns has” withdrawn 


to play in stock. 
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LEGITIMATE 51 


New York Sessions Map Fight 
Vs. 20% Tax: Ask Aid From Patrons 


Two gatherings of persons con-¥ 


nected with all fields in the legit 
theatre were held last week with 
the objective of obtaining reconsid- 
eration by Congress of the admission 
tax provision in the new revenue 
act, levy on tickets having been 
lifted from 10° to 20%. Showman 
regard that boost as unfair and 
likely to strangle the theatre which 
has been going all-out in its varied 
war efforts. House Ways and Means 
Committee wrote in the 20% tax 
clause and the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee declined to revise the per- 
centage despite appeals from Broad- 
way. 

Over the weekend it became 
known that Congress will not con- 
vene until Jan. 10, which will give 
a working committee nearly a week 
more to get a planned protest cam- 
paign functioning. While details are 
still being worked out, it is proposed 
to ask patrons throughout the coun- 
try to protest to their Congressmen 
and Senators. Appeals to the public 
will be made through theatre pro- 
grams, postcards and spot radio, 

First meeting was held Friday (17) 
at the Hotel Astor, N. Y., manage- 
ment committee being formed made 
up of Bert Lytell, Walter Hampden, 
Alfred Harding for Equity; Brock 
Pemberton and Michael Todd, prod- 
ucers; Edward Childs Carpenter, 
Richard Rodgers, Dramatists Guild; 
Richard Walsh, Jarfes J. Brennan, 


John C. McDowell, Solly Pernick, 
stagehands; Oliver Sayler, Milton 
Weintraub, agents and managers 


union; Clare Meeder, William Fein- 
berg, musicians union; Morrie Sea- 
mon, James J. Murphy, ticketsellers’ 
union; George Heller, American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists; Garrett 
Leverton, Mrs. Samuel Newton and 
J. Howard Reber, drama clubs and 
little theatres. 


Theatre Wing Ready 


To Back Camp Stock; 
Awaits Army Okay 


American Theatre Wing is ready 
to wholly finance stock in Army 
camps but as yet has not been able 
to obtain a go-ahead order from 
Army heads. Limitation of stage 


plays in the camps by the USO is 
the principal reason for the Wing 
to propose stock, which it is hoped 
would counteract some idea that 
men in uniform prefer pictures and 
vaude shows. USO has curtailed the 
amount of money for shows this 
season but one or two legiters are 
being readied for camp tours, first 
probably to be ‘Male Animal.’ 
Wing’s general plan is to spot 
stocks in camps for periods of four 
to six weeks, thereby indicating that 
a considerabie percentage of trainees 
prefer plays to a set diet of films. 
Heretofore plays have been slated 


_for only one or two performances, 


BENNETT CERF 


‘The Case of The 


Presumptuous Booklover’ 


| 
| 
| 
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Number 
(88th Anniversary Edition) 


Gertie As ‘Susan’ Neat 
$17,600 at $1.65 Top In 


New York Civic Revival 


One week’s revival of ‘Susan and 
God,’ with Gertrude Lawrence, at 
N. Y.’s City Center, formerly Mecca 
Temple, was fairly successful. Gross 
was over $17,600 at $1.65 top, ca- 
pacity at that scale approximating 
$26,000. Show was put on by John 
Golden as a courtesy to Mayor 


LaGuardia, since the city is oper-. 


ating the Center. 

Orders were issued that no tickets 
be allotted the agencies, otherwise, 
the takings might have been ma- 
terially higher. Understood the 
mayor did not want tickets to reach 
the hands of biokers, but tie latter 
said that had he requested it, they 
would have handled tickets for 
‘Susan’ at boxoffice prices. 

‘Susan’ had John Pollock as gen- 
eral manager and Robert Burton as 
stager. After the finale performance 
star invited them to her dressing 
room for a toast which was: ‘Here’s 
to the missing musketeer.’ She re- 
ferred to the late Eddie Cook, long 
associated with Golden and the at- 
tractions in which Miss Lawrence 
appeared for him. 


Lois Wilson Back in ‘Miss’ 
After Week’s Illness 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 21. 

Lois Wilson, reported in Portland 
hospital ill with pneumonia, rejoined 
the cast of ‘Junior Miss’ here at the 
Auditorium Thursday night (16) af- 
ter a week’s illness. 

Her understudy took the role for 
the Seattle engagement. 


Connelly on ‘Chicken’ 


Marc Connelly has taken over the 
direction of the Edward Gross pro- 
duction, ‘Chicken Every Sunday,’ for 
which Gross came east from the 
Coast some weeks ago. 

Philip and Julius Epstein have re- 
ceived a three-month leave of ab- 
sence from Warners, where they’re 
under a writing contract, to do the 
play, slated for production on Broad- 
way this season. 


Bway Theatre 
Muddle Clears 


With ‘Something for the Boys’ 
leaving the Alvin, N. Y., for the 
road after another two weeks, and 
‘Jackpot’ being booked into that spot, 
the booking muddle on Broadway, 
especially as applicable to musicals, 
is clearing. 

Outlook now is for ‘Mexican Hay- 
ride’ to come into the Imperial as 
originally booked, with ‘One Touch 
of Venus’ moving from there to the 
46th Street. Latter house has the 
long-running ‘Rosalinda,’ its booking 
problem still prevailing. If not 
forced to the road, another berth is 
possible, the Broadhurst and Ma- 
jestic being mentioned. In the latter 
theatre ‘The Merry Widow’ is faring 
well enough although considerably 
off in the pre-holiday slump. Same 
goes for ‘Early To Bed’ at the 
Broadhurst. 

Understood that ‘Winged Victory’ 
will remain at the 44th Street into 
the spring, ‘Rosalinda’ having vacat- 
ed that house to accomodate the 
Army Air Corps play. Originally 
‘Victory’ was slated for eight weeks 
but additional time has been ar- 
ranged for the patriotic drama, and 
tickets for nerformances dated into 
March are siated to be put on sale 
soon, 


‘Sons’ Chorine Injured 
In Shooting Accident 


St. Louis, Dec. 21. 

Dorothy Veronica Langdon, a 
member of the chorus in Olsen and 
Johnson’s ‘Sons O’ Fun’ company, 
suffered a painful gunshot injury 
last week when the revue played a 
one-week stand at the American the- 
atre to a SRO house. As a gripper 
fired a blank pistol into a steel drum 
for a sound effect, Miss Langdon in- 
advertently stepped in front of the 
weapon, The wadding entered her 
left leg below the knee. Taken to 
Barnes hospital, Miss Langdon is 
recovering. 

The audience was unaware of the 
incident and the show continued 


without pause. 


One Week Soo 


Severe Broadway Biz Drop Comes 


ner Than Expected 


EDWARD JOHNSON 
(Of the Met) 


‘SEES A BIG FUTURE 
FOR OPERA’ 


and even if he’s only slightly 
prejudiced it’s worthy reading in 


VARIETY ’s 


Post-War Show Business 
Number 


(38th Anniversary Edition) 


New Opera Co. Demands 
Arbitration on Singer 
Who Quit ‘Rosalinda’ 


New Opera Co., producer of ‘Rosa- 
linda, at the 46th Street Theatre, 
N. Y., has demanded arbitration pro- 
ceedings in an effort to force comed- 
ienne Virginia MacWatters to re~ 
turn to the show. Latter left the cast 
about Nov. 20 and has since been 


signed for the forthcoming musical, 
‘Marianne.’ 

Actress-singer is charged in the 
New Opera complaint with violation 
of her contract. She denies the as- 
cusations and has issued a counter- 
claim of illegal use of her name and 
photo by the management. George 
Somnes, legit producer-director, has 
been chosen as the New Opera rep- 
resentative on the arbitration panel, 
with Montrose H. Massler, an at- 
torney, named by Miss MacWatters. 
The third panel member has not yet 
been selected. Date for the hearing 
is not set. 

Miss MacWatters is expected to 
subpoena the members of the board 
of trustees of the New Opera Co., in 
an attempt to prove that they made 
verbal promises to all members of 
the ‘Rosalinda’ cast, when the orig- 
inal contracts were signed and at 
various times thereafter, to release 
anyone who might be able to get a 
better offer for another show. She | 
claims this was to persuade them to | 
accept relatively low salaries for the | 


‘Rosalinda’ engagement. 


Your Best Salesman 


when they should have remained for 


a week. Final say in those matters 
appears to be in the hands of Army 
officers, although USO represents 
publicly subscribed funds. 

If the Wing plan eventuates it is 
hoped not only to plant stocks over 
here but in service quarters on the 
various war fronts. 


ENGEL INSTALLED AS 
TREASURERS CLUB PREZ 


Treasurers Club of America in- 
Stalled Irving Engel, head of the 
Winter Garden, N, Y¥., boxoffice staff, 
as its president during the annual 
dinner given at the Edison hotel Sat- 
urday night (18). He succeeded 
Allan J. Schnebbe, head of the club 
for seven years and a member of the 
organization 36 years. In recog- 
nition of his services to the club 
Schnebbe was given $1,000 war bond. 


Former president Harry B. Nelmes 
was elected vice-president; Lep Solo- 
mon, treasurer; Thurber N. Wilkins, 
financial secretary; Hugh J. Me- 
Gauley, recording sec. Five new 
members of the board are: Herman 
Lzins, James N. Vincent, Lewis H. 
Harris, Charles R. Bowman and 
George A. Baldwin. 


Palmerton’s Chore 
Guy Palmerton, legit stock pro- 
ducer-director, has gone to the Coast 
or a vacation and to complete a 
novel, ‘Goose Chase’ (previously 
Utled ‘I Hope You Keep’). 


NEW YORK 19, 
154 W. 46th St. 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
1708 No. Vine St. 


CHICAGO 


54 W. Randolph St. 


* Severe drop in attendance on 


Broadway last week came unex- 
pectedly, with Monday (13) dropping 
as much as 50% from the previous 
Monday. There was some recovery 
and some exceptions among the 
newer successes but a majority of 
attractions, including sturdy hits, 
were socked to a greater extent than 
anticipated. 

The heavy decline came one week 
ahead of time, but outlook this week 
which terminates with Christmas, is 
likely to see better grosses, ticket 
sale for Friday and Saturday (24-25) 
being reported favorably. Some at- 
tractions had lifesavers in the form 
of theatre parties last week, but 
those without such ticket deals cur- 
rently may suffer further. 

The epidemic of influenza and 
grippe was a major reason for nose- 
diving grosses, as shown by the un- 
usual number of ticket cancellation 
at boxoffices with frigid weather and 
the December tax deadline further 
deterrants. There seems to be as 
many people around with money to 
spend but the rush to buy Christ- 
mas gifts was far heavier than the 
urge to see shows. 

It's recalled that attendance has 
been on the downgrade since before 
Thanksgiving though business has 
remained good, The great business 
attracted by the new smashes can- 
|not be denied. Not all performances 
|have been capacity but grosses last 
| week for the leaders amounted to 
| big money. The heavy grossers are: 
‘Carmen Jones’ (Broadway), ‘Winged 
Victory’ (44th Street), ‘One Touch of 
Venus’ (Imperial), ‘Oklahoma’ (St. 
James), ‘The Voice of The Turtle’ 
(Morosco), ‘Lovers and _ Friends’ 
(Plymouth) and ‘Othello’ (Shubert). 
The run shows are those which suf- 
‘fered the most. Although this week 
is the slackest of the season, two new 
| Shows are taking a chance and bow- 
| ing onto the list. 
| Around the ticket agencies the 
slump is discounted as merely being 
seasonal. Brokers who are loaded 
with orders for the leaders are tak- 
| ing it in stride, sure of big business 
| after Christmas. 


‘Equity Council Asks 
Subsidy Continuance 
As Aid to Living Costs 


Acting on appeals by petition, 
Equity’s council has asked Congress 
to continue the system of subsidies, 
many actors fearing that otherwise 
the cost of living will jump still 
further. Contention is that if living 
becomes more expensive the in- 
crease in minimums won from man- 
agers will be nullified. Last year 
Equity sought an increase and the 
War Labor Board okayed it, lifting 
the minimum pay 15%, or from $50 
to $57.50. If subsidies are dropped 
it is felt that the increase will be 
more than absorbed by the cost of 


1, LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s PL 


tures. 
There were more than 15 petitions 
signed by players appearing on 


| Broadway, and it’s Understood that 
| other petitions are still being circu- 
lated among companies on the road. 

Question of subsidies has been 
postponed until after Congress con- 
venes following its Christmas layoff. 


JOHNNY,’ “LADY HOME’ 
SCRATCH B’WAY DEBUTS 


Booking changes on next week’s 
Broadway premiere list were re- 
quired early this week when two of 
the three scheduled entrants sud- 
denly cancelled. 

CIO’s ‘Marching With Johnny’ will 
not come to N. Y. Civic Center, where 
it was due to start an engagement of 
four-or-more weeks next Wednesday 
(29). ‘A Lady Comes Home,’ due at 
the Cort, scratched the Broadway 
debut after its Pittsburgh tryout last 
week. Both ‘Johnny’ and ‘Lady’ are 
currently in Philadelphia, winding 
up there Saturday (25) although the 
latter may get additional road time. 
‘South Pacific’ secured the Cort for 
opening there next week, the other 
arrival being ‘Doctors Disagree,’ 
Bijou. 

‘Johnny’. is said to represent an 
investment of more than $50,000. 
Trouble with the revue was recently 
indicated when Philip Loeb quit the 
directorial post and joined the 
cast, Robert H. Gordon succeeding. 
Beatrice Kay has the leading femme 
part. 


commodities anid other “expendi 
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Play Out of Town 


her in some stunning creations and 
she’s right at home in Stewart Cha- 
nev's luxurious setting. 

Star plays a twice- 
who comes back to her home countrys 
—America—atter a dozen years in 
Paris, where she was married to a 
French biggie. Since 
he’s been a noted collaborationist. 


wedded dame 


and for expediency’s sake she’s natu- 
_vally been and entertaining a 


i to see 


Over 21 
New Haven, Dec. 16. 

Max Gordon production at comed 
th: acts fone setd by Ruth Cardoen, Staged 
Ceorge S. Kaufman; setting. Rayroond 
Soves Siaurs Miss Gerdor Croened at Shu- 
bert, Ne Maven Dec, 16, 1068: top | 
Jan Luptun........ Peautrice son 
to, Lupt ‘Tom 
Paula Ruth Cordon 
Max Wharton Harvey Stevbens 
Rober Drexel Gow....... Loring Sraith 
An Elderly Gent Badu Hodge 
Mrs. Armina Gates....... Jessie Bh 
Col. H. C. Foley... Carre h 
Mrs. Foley. Mao 
Joel I. Nixon Jnck Dura 
Miss Manley. \ ize 

At the moment, ‘Over Twenty-One’ 
isn’t. In other words, the play hasn't 
yet come of age. It’s still very much 
in the adviescent stage as far as de- 
velop nent is concerned but it has 
gocd stavtuig material to on, 
Right now, the comedy has a’ suck 


second act that serves 
ancer on a seesaw, with stanzas one 
and three doing the heavy fluctuat- 
ing. However, the George S. Kauf- 
man talent for taking good stuff and 
building it into better stuff should 
manifest itself here with 
good results. 

Ruth Gordon has left few stones 
unturned when it comes to involving 
or mentioning a wide variety of 
characters. Everybody from air cad- 
ets to Hollywood figures are dragged 
into the plot or dialog. and, for good 
measure, a few assorted literati are 
added. The audience can take its 


pick of just who is supposed to be! 


who when the barbs fly. 

Central character is Paula Whar- 
ton, successful scribbler who has just 
completed a scenario of her best-sell- 
ing historical novel and has hopped 
from Hollywood to Miami where her 
husband, Max, has reported for air 
training. Spouse is ex-editor of a 
liberal newspaper which he jas kuilt 
from scratch to national recognition 
and then tossed it all overboa'd to 
enlist where he thought he could 
serve his country better. 


Max age 39-plus, has his troubies.! 


like the bal- | 


ultimate | 


| Everything's 


/ full of small talk, 


‘lot of the Nazi higherups. But Pearl 
Harbor changed al] that and she’s in 
the good old U.S. for keeps and also 
her son. 
command. The Nazi taint she 
explains satisfactorily to the press, 
and the newspaper crowd gives her a 
clean bill of health when shé gives | 
‘em a load of her charm. 

Her first husband has, since she 
left him. become a Washington 
mighty, the power behind the White 
House. and begins to woo her anew. 
going swimmingly until 
the valet and ladies’ gentleman she 
has had to hire when no maids were 
available turns out to be a colonel in 
the Gestapo. He wants to know 
what time the plane carrying a So- 
viet bigwig to England is leaving the 
country (50 Messerschmitts will be 
laying in wait for it), and either 
she'll get the information, he tells 
her, or he'll have published a number 
of letters she wrote to Goering, Goeb- 
bels, et al. They're innocent notes, 
but enough to im- 
peril her son’s army career and her 
original mate’s position in the capi- 
tal. Situation’s as phoney as a lead 
nickel, and so is a corny third act 
when it’s resolved neatly and patly 
Lines sound like pretentious rehashes 
of all the speeches that have ever 
been written in the more polite anti- 
Nazi dramas. 

Miss Chatterton accomplishes the 
herculean task of seeming almost 
natural amid the Hollywood B-hive, 
but Frank Conroy, the first husband, 
and Ralph Forbes, who plays the en- 
emy agent, are licked at the outset. 
Best performance is turned in by the 


ferry 


play’s title revolves around the | Juvenile, Henry —_ nard, 2 good 

thought that ‘after teaching 21. no- looking, extremely engaging young 
5 si, 


body can absorb anything.’ But he 
finally makes the grade. Story is 
timely in that it reflects the general 
upsetting of lives transpiring today. 
Also. there’s an indirect flagwaving 
approach and a poke at wealthy 


actor who should be heard from one 
of these days when the odds are bet- 


civilians who have not donned uni- | 


forms for self-centered reasons. 

In her initial attempt as author- 
star, Miss Gordon portrays herself as 
a more or less continuously brilliant 
individual from whom verbal gems 
pop out with the regularity of mass 
production. Occasionally, this be- 
comes monotonous, and at times the 
characterization has an artificiality 
about it. Otherwise, she turns in a 
smooth job of reading her own lines. 


ter. Margaret Bannerman does what 
|}she can with one of those flutter- 


brained Helen Hokinson characters 
gone to war on the home front, and 
| Charles McClelland comes through 
with a satisfactory bit as Conroy’s 
combined secretary and bodyguard. 
| Direction of K. Elmo Lowe isn’t very 
helpful. 

| Curtain came down on first per- 
| formance of ‘Lady Comes Home’ dur- 
| ing a blackout in the Pittsburgh 
streets. Some one who has a mania 
for drawing parallels might conceiv- 
‘ably see something darkly prophetic 
'in that for the George Brandt pro- 


| 


fall of France | 


a young pilot in the} 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Marianne’ — B. P.  Schulberg, 
Marion Gering. 
‘Peep Show'—Ernest Pascal, Sam- 


uel Bronson. 
‘Wallflower’— Meyer Davis. 
‘Mexican Hayride’—Michae! Todd. 
‘Doctors Disagree’ William B. 

Meloney, Rose Franken. 
‘Suds in Your Eye’—-Kay 

| Jack Del Bondio. 

‘The Cherry Orchard’ 


Brown, 


(revival)— 


Carly Wharton, Margaret Webster. 
| ‘My Sister Eileen’ (road )—-Max 


| Gordon. 
‘What a Life’ 
Coy. 


(road)—Frank Mc- 


augurs an early demise and there's 
nothing there for pictures either. 

A pair of newcomers, Aria Allen 
and Alfred Allegro. perform the ro- 
manties with restrained ardor and 
otherwise dominate the play’s best 
scenes, too few and too futile. The 
gal has sirenish possibilities for the 
screen and handles herself well. 
Leon Charles directed with a heavy 
foot on the soft pedal and the reins 
drawn tight. Settings by Charlotte 
Ferne Herz are outstanding for such 


a small house. Helm. 
A Publie Affair 
Los Angeles, Dec. 15. 

Bol du Roy production of tis three act 
(8 scenes) drama Stars Glenn Hunter. 
Staged by the author; set by Ormond. 

Cast: Claire Whitney, Naney Randolph, 
Lynne Sherman Paul Stevens, Larry 
Thompson, Sam Conrad. Carol Fairbanks, 
Joseph Bernard, Jana Ekelund, Sheila Lafe- 
fertv, Jackie Saules. At Left Bank tehatre, 
L, A., Dec. 10, $1.65 top. 


It has been so long since Glenn 
Hunter has been around that this 
performance must be regarded as a 
comeback (from wherever he’s been). 
After considerable controversy be- 
tween acts by those who knew him 
when, the intelligence finally was 
volunteered that he last strode the 
boards some 10 years ago in one of 
his former successes. ‘Waterloo 
Bridge.’ If this be a serious attempt 
at a comeback rather than a lark (in 
100-seat theatre) then his goal must 
be that of a middle-aged character 
actor, a far cry from the callow in- 
nocence of the plays that endeared 
him to another generation. 


In ‘Public Affair’ is cast as a 
grumpy, belligerent husband and 
father. whose own unfaithfulness 
condemns him to wheelchair invalid- 


ism. It doesn’t give him much of a 
chance to showcase any other acting 
quality. his clipped words and hate- 
ful attitude consigning him to the 
category of misanthropic males. 

While the play won’t do much to 
reinstate Hunter in the graces of 
studio or legit producers, it should 
prove a valuable vehicle for Paula 
Stevens, who gives an animated and 
well-turned performance as Hunter’s 
tortured wife. Studio scouts were 
out in force to look over Hunter but 
likely were more impressed with 
Miss Stevens. It’s the male of the 
species that draws their critical ap- 
praisals, and in Larry Thompson, as 
the unsuccessful suitor, they might 
have a juve-in-the-rough. 

‘Public Affair’ blends snatches of 
old themes—the narrowness of small 
towners, the wayward husband and 
intruding lady-killer and the tragic 
‘consequences of a messed-up married 
life. With some expert help from a 


| playwright who knows where to lift 
sags, 


ser 


the this stage piece might bid 
iol Is attention by both the 
It’s a woman's play 
9. strong 
and has a dramatic 
powerful intensity 
falls 


play is 


| asset, 
denouement of 
just before the curtain 
For a smal! house, given 
an impressive presentation and firmly 
| directed by the author. Intimacy of 
| Chelle Janis’ showcase displays 
the play and players to good advan- 
tage. Helm. 


Indols. Season 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 


musical shows here, in 1944 
on a modest basis with professional 
talent. developed at a meeting 
Citizens Music Com- 


starting 


| home 


sole ant 
last week of the 


both | 
4 . 
| side-stories, what was coming, played 


Prospects for a summer season of | 


| lected Boston, for the premiere of 


{Chicago News where he was book 
|editor for 11 years. | 
In addition to his critical work, | 


mittee with the Indianapolis Park 
| Board, which sponsors the commit- | 
| tee, made up of civic music leaders. 
The decision was made to back one | 
to four performances of a first show 
|in the outdoor theatre at Garfield 
Park, with initial funds to be raised | 
| by subscription. 


The city has sponsored band con- 
certs and semi-pro variety programs 
in public parks for several years, 


Harvey Stephens makes the role | duction. Cohen. 
of Max believable. and Loring Smith ba iia 
milks the comedy part of a pompous The Face 
newspapel publisher for all it’s Hollywood, Dec. 15. 
worth. Beatrice Pearson and Tom Monte Banka and Lassie Szucs production 
Seidel draw an attractive picture of | of romantic drama by Francis Gibbes. in 
young love as the newly graduated | three acts (6 scenes). Stars Aria Allen and 
flying lieutenant and his bride. Girl | A!fred Allegro. Directed by Leon Charles; 
has a photogenic sweetness and scope | Merne Herz. Support- 
of facial expression that should even- | ner, Marguerite Skoda, Robert Byrne, Todd 
tually place her before a film cam- | Stanton, Norma Gene Nelson, Lyon Keane, 
era. Jack Durant’s Hollywood pro- Dale Lefier, Eleanoi Shaw, 
ducer is good; Kay Aldridge is okay | re 
as his secretary: Dennie Moore, Jes- | $2.20 top thereafter 
sie Busiey. Carroll Ashburn come —_—— 
through with competent comedy sup- Sometime or other, while browsing | 
port. through some musty volumes, one 
Kaufman's direction Francis Gibbes was_ startled into 
clearly, so much so that pu iy’s heart- | writing a play about the one big love 
t buciness | affair_in the. life of Leonardo Da |* 
rather than lines. Single setting of | Vinci, the big brush-and-oil man of 7 
an overnight bungalow interior is at- | Milan some 400 years ago. Not only 
tractive, and some fetching attire | that but he persuaded a couple of 
takes care of the wardrobe denart- | gents te give it a stagine—Monte 
ment nicely. Bone. Banks, onetime film comic and direc- 
|tor, and Laszlo Szucs, pre-Hitler 
‘ music publisher on the continent. 
Lady | Either they had a burning yen to be- 
come stage producers or Gibbes must 
act drama (three scenes) by Ethel lordes be “ terrific salesman. The Face’ 
and Jacques Thery. Stars Ruth Chaiterton, | May _nmever drag itself out of this 
Ralph Forbes and Frank Conroy. Staged | SMall-seater. That $2.20 tariff won't 
by K. Elmo Lowe. Setting, Stewart Cha- | prolong its life here, either. 
at Pittsburgh, Dec. 15, 43: As etched here, Leonardo must 
Franz Rendtsen | have been a drab, colorless character 
Mrs. Ptolemy......... Margaret Bar man | among the gay Milanese and the 
Beilhop. ........sseeeese. Lillian Udvards second strike was called when the 
Grovan | as a padre, he yearned only for 
Woman Reporter........ Hetty Ke | his brush and pallet. Gals were com- 
Photographer............. Dann Malloy | Dletely out of his life until one | 
tor | Cros sed his path---rather hic. studio— 
rant Conray | DUt he would have none of her un- 
Jeffrey Sterr is Henry Bacnara til he realizes hers is the face he had 
Ed Cleary .-..-Charles McClelland | long sought to paint, that of Mona | 
Ph 4 herh wi am Lisa. But.the lady has other ideas | 
‘}and says so in hey big second-act 
Opening of new Ruth Chatterton | Spee ch, ‘I'd rather be the girl in your 
play at the Nixon had a 24-hour post- | | hes 
| spoiled lest she lose that spiritual 
colds laid several members of the hing th 
cast low and delayed the dress re. | Something that would guide his 
brush in painting the Madonna. Well, 
hearsal. That might suggest a sloppy | a 
as you must have guessed by now. 
._preem. Such wasn’t the case at all. \ 


Performance itself turned out pretty | 
well, in fact. Unfortunately, that 
doesn’t also apply to the play. It 
hasn't a chance. 

Hollywood will probably exe) for ‘Al 
Lady Comes Home’ even if Broad- | 
Way doesn’t. The script Olive Bor- 
den and Jacques Thery have knocked 
out sounds exactly like the lower- 
rung of a double feature. It has that 
twin-bill look. In dialog. situations 
and everything. 

Personally Miss Chatterton docsn't 
fare too badly. 
she has in years. Mainbocher (major 
program credit, no Jess) has outfitted 


| that’s exactly what the old boy need- 


ed, and upon emerging from the bou- 
doir really gets down to pigmenting 
his princess. There’s your play, no 
; more, no less. 

Thin stuff for the theatre and too 
costumy in contrast to the more 
exciting modes of the moderns, Play 
is well put together, nicely mounted 
and capably ‘performed, but 


most of the dialog has to do with 


| Leonardo, Michelangelo, Raphael and 
-other masters of ye olden days, in- 
, terest ebbs among those w hose only 


She looks better than | interest in painters is the guy who 
| slaps a second coat on the house, and 


that’s a good 95°°. Limited appeal 


when | 


‘New Coast Group 


Hollywood, Dec. 21. 

New stage group, the Gate Theatre 
Studio, was formed here by Peter 
Godfrey, Warners director, who op+ 
erated similar groups in Dublin and 
London before coming to Holly- 
wood. 

Members act without pay under di- 
rection of Anita Bolster and Renee 
Godfrey, with Peter Godfrey as pro- 
ducer. First production is ‘Maya,’ 


authored by Simon Gantillon. 


Lite 


rati 


Boston ‘Suds’ Party 


Mary Lasswell, author of ‘Suds in 
last 
week for three reasons, the first be- 
Navy husband had just 
put into port and wired her to Pop- 
to hop the first freight. 
The second was that Dorothy Hillyer, 
the editor who had discovered ‘Suds,’ 


Your Eye,’ blew into Boston 


ing that her 


lar Bluff, Mo., 


had gone overboard for its sequel 
i} and Houghton Mifflin had the new 
contract ready to sign. 
that Brown & Del Bondio had se- 


Jack Kirkland’s dramatization of the 
Lasswell success on Dec. 28. 

To celebrate her arrival and the 
Lasswell reunion, sales manager Ben 
Ticknor shepherded the Boston 
booksellers into the back room of the 
Ritz, Michael Goldreyer, advance 
p.a. for the play, rounded up the 
dramatie critics, and Dale Warren, 
just off the train from New York 
found himself in the middle of a 
ready-made party. Literary editors, 
radio bigwigs, *and columnists all 
turned out, and Alice Dixon Bond of 
the Herald sneaked in between lec- 
tures. Gourmet Marjorie Mills 
okayved the refreshments and Lieut. 
Lasswell provided a cheering-section 
of uniformed shipmates. 


MacArthur’s Break to Press 


Publicity - wise General Douglas 
MacArthur set a new Army ‘first’ 
last week on the release of the news 
of the invasion of New Britain, north 
of New Guinea. Although the in- 
vasion took place on Tuesday (14), 
the news was set for 
day evening, two days later. In an 
effort to make a super-splash of the 
story, MacArthur held back his own 
communique for 48 hours so as to 
give the eyewitness stories of cor- 
respondents time to reach this coun- 
try and run simultaneously with the 
communique. Normally these stories 
would have trickled in hours after 
the communique. 

Correspondent stories were clear- 
ed from two different sources. 
with the fleet had to put their 
stories through Naval censorship and 
the copy was radioed from the ships. 
Those with the Army had their copy 
censored and cleared through an ad- 
vance Army base on New Guinea. 

Stories started to come in Thurs- 
day morning, all slugged ‘hold for 
release, the first time any news of 
an invasion had been treated in this 
fashion. There was some confusion 
during the day, with AP stories out 
of New Guinea set. for release at 
6:30 p.m. EWT, and UP and INS copy 
marked for 7:30 p.m. release. 

All stories sent by correspondents 
with the fleet were marked for 7 
p.m. release. News service officials 
conferred fm Washington with OWI 
and settled the matter by simply 
agreeing that the yarns should go 
simultaneously with the communique 
as soon as that was released. 


Only thing that went wrong with 


the plan was that a radio ham in 
Phoenix. Ariz., announced in the 
afternoon that he had heard a Ja 


ip 
communique in English on the inva- 


sion. This was not picked up by any 
ef the Government monitors. Hoew- 
ever, afternoon newspapers, which 
knew from the ‘hold for release’ 


the amateurs’ 
lines, since it was safe to do so. 
what would otherwise have been an 
exclusive morning paper break. 


Syndicated Book Crick 
Washington Post has just signed to 
take, Sterling’ Worth’s  syndivated | 
book reviews which appear in N. Y. 
Post and Chicago Sun. North joined 
Psst reg! book S'x 
months ago, following use of his re- 


the var editor 


as 


views on a syndicated basis from the | 


North is the author of 14 books. 
Subscription Curbs Now A Fact 
Mags which had been telling read- 

ers they would. soon have to refuse 

additional subscribers have not been 
voicing idle threats. Hearst pubs 
have now gone on record as meaning 
it, with no more subscriptions being 


accepted for Cosmopolitan, Good 
Housekeeping, Town & Country, 
Harper’s Bazaar, House Beautiful 


and Motor. Boating. Results from 
fact that no more paper trimming on 
any of the mags is possible, 

Ladies’ Home Journal, Curtis mag 
chain link, recently took unique 
means of discouraging new subscrib- 
ers by raising its subscription price 


The third was 


release Thurs- | 


Men 


announcement in heade | 
This | 
gave some P. M. journals a beat over | 


to a point where it would cost more 
that way than by individual news- 
stand purchases. Helped somewhat, 
but not enough, to keep its circ down, 
and other means are now being 
worked out to keep the circulation at 
a figure commensurate with neces- 
sary paper cuts. 

Some trade papers have long had 
to refuse more subscribers. Practise 
of one of them, Modern Plastics, is 
to issue to those who want subscrip- 
tions miniature editions of the mag, 
sans ads. Idea is to keep prospects 
interested until such time as the 
paper situation will permit them to 
get the full-size publication. 

24% Newsprint Cut in ’44 

Newspapers and magazines will be 
thinner in 1944 under a War Produc- 
tion Board order jssued Monday (20) 
which cuts down the use of paper 
in all printing operations. According 
to H. M Bitner, director of the WPB 
Printing and Publishing Division, the 
order would force magazines and 
newspapers into fewer pages or re- 
duced page sizes, since all other 
economies were utilized to meet 1943 
paper curtailment orders. 

Newsprint made available to news- 
paper publishers in the first quarter 
of 1944 will be 23.6° under the 869,- 
296 tons consumed in the first quar- 
ter of 1941, with paper tonnage allo- 
cated to all graphic arts industries 
in 1944 approximately 75° of the 
1941 consumption. 


Xmas Juve Book Biz Big 


Christmas trade in juve books is 
breaking all records, according to 
preliminary estimates by publishers, 
who report demands far exceeding 
supply. One house reported they 
were unable to fill orders for 500,000 
copies on two titles alone. Wartime 
shortage of toys is credited by many 
for the boom. 

Chain stores prove big customers 
in the juve field, one outfit placing a 
$100,000 contract with one publisher 
and screaming because’ re-orders 
can't be filled. But for paper short- 
age current juve trade could have 
been doubled, according to conserva- 
tive trade estimates. 


Deems Taylor’s ‘Movies’ Book 
Deems Taylor, in collaboration 
with Bryant Hale and Marcelene Pe- 


terson, has just had published ‘A 
Pictorial History of the Movies.’ 
Published by Simon & Schuster 
($3.95; get that bargain basement 
price, by the way), it is an enter- 
taining cavalcade of the cinemato- 
scope from its pioneering days 
through ‘Mrs. Miniver.’ 

There may be some captiousness 


about misplaced credits and perhaps 
de-emphasis of more worthy pix of 
recent vintage, but in the main it’s a 
highly interesting volume, certainly 
a must for the show biz libraries. 


Bernard Sobel’s Third Edition 


Bernard Sobel’s ‘Handbook of the 
Theatre’ has gone into its third edi- 
tion, with the price upved to $3.75, 
| although not revised or enlarged. 
; That means some 20,000 copies to 
|date, rather extraordinary for a vol- 
jume of this nature. It indicates a 
|steady growth into the libraries and 
|such, beside general consumption. 
| 
} 


Time’s Canadian Section 

Canadian edition of Time is now 
actually that, a department devoted 
to news of Canada having been 
added last week. It's edited by 
Robert T. Elson, Canadian news- 
| paperman and air commentator. 
| Previous sly, Liberty was the only 
| American mag with news of Canada 
in its Canadian edition 
| Mex. Newsprint Siash 
Rationing of newsprint from 15 to 


|}25% has gone into effect in Mexico 
iCity. With a nopitlation 
city has nine daily newspapers 


The order limits daily papers to 
a certain maximum number of pages 
daily; cuts normal consumption of 
other periodicals 10%: magazines, 10 
j}to 15%, reduces cartoon booklets 
25%. and prohibits special editions. 
| It’s s the first newsprint slash in Mex- 
ico. 


Seaver’s Anthology 
_Edwin Seaver’s projected collec- 
tion of new American writire, 
‘Cross-Section,’ is definitely set for 
spring publication by L. B. Fischer. 


Book will comprise 40 novelettes, 
short stories, plays and poems— 
about 300,000 words. 

Featured in tome are Richard 


Wright's first fiction since ‘Native 
(Continued on page 54) 
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Chi Slumps But ‘Okla.’ Still Sellout 


At $30,000, Kiss’ 12446, ‘Janie’ $7,000 


Chicago, Dec. 21. *¥ 


Most attractions were victims of 
the pre-holiday slump last week, _— 
i eing ‘Oklahoma,’ a sellou 
pe geet and Tell’ took the big- 
gest drop, hitting $12,500, and Good 
Night, Ladies,’ was nicked for two 
grand for a $11,000 week. 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Good Night, Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(88th week) (1,200; $2.75). Dipped to 


$11,000. 
‘Janie,’ Civic (9th week) (900; 
$2.75). Closed Saturday (18) to 
$7,000. 


‘Kiss and Tell,’ Harris (32d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Down to $12,500. 

‘Oklahoma,’ Erlanger (5th week) 
(1,400; $3.85). Sellout $30,000. 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ Selwyn (6th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Eased off to 
$13,000. 

‘Unexpected Honeymoon,’ Great 
Northern (4th week) (1,400; $2.75). 
Cutrate tickets held up receipts to 
around $5,700. 


CORN’ WOW $24,000 
IN SPLIT WEEK AT K.C. 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ with Ethel 
Barrymore, has been registering 
sensational business on the road, 
drama having played almost con- 
tinuously for four years. Last week 
‘Corn’ topped $24,000, playing four 
stands, Davenport, Cedar Rapids, St. 
Joe and Kansas City, last three 
named being repeat dates. Show 
gave but seven performances. 

Herman Shumlin, who produced 
‘Corn,’ intends touring the show 
again next season provided Miss 
Barrymore assenis to appear in it at 
that time. 


New Chatterton Play 
NSG $3,000 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Nixon went to a new low for the 
season last week, with new Ruth 
Chatterton play, ‘A Lady Comes 
Home.’ In seven performances, Mon- 
day night opener having been called 
off on account of insufficient re- 
hearsals, show barely got $3,000 at 
$2.75 top. House hasn’t done that 
poorly in several years, and curiously 


enough, that was with another 
Chatterton tryout, ‘Tonight We 
Dance.” Crix without exception 


blasted ‘Lady.’ 


Nixon currently has another new 
one, ‘Storm Operation,’ which will 
s‘ev_out an additional week, Cleve- 
land after Pittsburgh, before going to 
N York, and then is set until 

iddle of February, with Boston 
Opera Company, ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Jackpot,’ ‘Marianne,’ ‘Patriots’ and 
‘Kiss and Tell.’ 


Sons’ Sock $31,000 For 


St. Louis Season’s Best 
St. Louis, Dec. 21. | 
Olsen and Jchnson’s ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 
proved the best draw of the current | 
legit season locally. and the piece. | 
closing a one-week stand at the 
American theatre Saturday (18), 
hung up the banner take since the 
opening. With SRO mobs on deck 
fir each of the eight performances 
and the house scaled to $3.92 for 
nights and $2.80 for matinees the 
gross was an estimated $31,000. The 
zany stuff clicked with the crix, with 
Joe Besser, a native and one of the 
comedians, copping plenty’ of 
bouquets. 

. House dark currently for the first 
time this season. Relights Monday 
(27), with ‘Patriots’ in for a one- 

week engagement. 


Gilbert-Sullivan Rep | 
Neat $17,000, Boston | 


Washington, Dec, 21. 
; The Boston Comic Opera Co., play- 
ing a repertoire of Gilbert & Sulli- | 
van, checked in with $17,000 on the | 
first nine performances at the Na-| 
tional theatre. Second week for the 
American Savoyards is.expected to | 
top that figure with 10 performances. 
There’s a healthy advance for | 
Ruth Gordon’s play, ‘Over 21,’ which | 
Max Gordon brings in Dec. 27. Mail | 
orders accounted for more than $5,- | 

4, many of these reservations 
being for New Year’s Eve, which will | 
be played at the regular $2.75 scale. 


‘ARSENIC’ 10G, CINCY 


Cincinnati, Dec, 21. 
Boris Karloff in ‘Arsenic and Old 
F ce’ did all right last week in the 
300-seat Cox theatre, grossing ap- | 
Proximately $10,000. 
Top was $2.20. 


Carradine Troupe 2236 
In 2 Weeks on Coast 


Los Angeles, Dec. 21. 

Pre-Christmas shopping and flu 
epidemic cutting in on legit grosses, 
holding shows slightly below normal 
levels, Holiday period brings in two 
new presentations, George Abbott's 
Chicago company of ‘Kiss and Tell,’ 
bowing at the Biltmore for four 
weeks Dec, 27 and Jack Linder re- 
lights Belasco New Year’s Eve with 
‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover.’ 

John Carradine’s Shakespeare ven- 
ture rounded out two weeks at the 
Biltmore with a profitable $22,500 
estimate, taking approximately $11.,- 
500 on final stanza. Show lays off 
eight weeks while actor-producer 
considers possibility of cracking 
Broadway. ‘Yours for Fun’ at the 
Hollywood Music Box just cleared 
its nut on seventh week with $7,500 
but should jump on current seven 
days. Ken Murray’s ‘Blackouts’ has 
estimated $16,500 due on 77th week 


after clocking approximately $14,000 


last week. -‘New Meet the People’ at 
the Assistance League Playhouse 
garnered about $3,500 on 21st week 
but expects to go above $4,000 with 
holiday shows. 


‘CHATTERLY’ REVIVED BY 
LINDER FOR COAST RUN 


Jack Linder gets back into legit 
producing Sunday (26) when his re- 
vival of ‘Lady Chatterly’s Lover’ 
opens at the Long Beach auditorium. 
Spicy play comes into the downtown 
Belasco New Year's eve for two 
weeks after a brace of one-nighters 
between here and the beach town. 
Last time Linder staged ‘Chatterly’ 
was at Brighton Beach, N.Y., six 
years ago. Following the local en- 
gagement, play moves to Frisco, 
Seattle and Portland, with further 
bookings indef. 

Leads in the piece will be taken by 
Charlotte Wynters, Craig Reynolds, 
Barbara Pepper, Donald Kirke, 
Willis Claire, Helen Holmes, Sidney | 
Melton, Max West and Robert Shield. 


Mull 10 Scripts For 
$500 Pittsburgh Prize 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 21. 

Ten scripts have been selected by 
local jurors in Pittsburgh Drama 
League’s $500 Playwriting Contest 
and sent to the New York judges for 
a final selection. The 10 were 
weeded out by Robert Gill, Play- 
house director; Edwin L. Petersen, 
professor of creative writing at Uni- 
versity of Pittsburgh, and Harold V. 
Cohen, drama editor of Post- 
Gazette, from a batch of more than 
175 submitted in Drama League 
competition. Final jury is composed 
of Katharine Cornell, Rosamund 
Gilder and Prof. Walter Pritchard 
Eaton, 

Winner will be announced at a 


‘Drama Leagie meeting on Ts to 


be addressed by Burns Mantle, who 
will also speak to the local theatre- 
geing organization at that time. If} 
prize script is suitable and can be 
properly cast, it will be given a 
preem here at the Playhouse. 


‘MAID’ 6G, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 21. 
‘Maid in the Ozarks’ grossed a. sat- 
isfactory $6,000 at a $2.20 top in four 
performances at Keith’s (1,200 seat- 
er) here Dec. 13-14-15 despite poor 
reviews from all papers. 


‘FAMILY’ $4,500, TORONTO 
oronto, Dec. 21. 
The Xmas crimp saw ‘3 Is a 
Family’ grossing a poor $4,500 at 
Royal Alexandra here, with 1,525- 
seater scaled at $2.50 top. 


A Fine Historical Piece 
‘Flames and Panic’ 


By H. CLAY MINER 


VARIETY ’s 


38th Anniversary Number 


| ‘Student Prince’ OK 


$13,800 in Cleve. Week 


Cleveland, Dec. 21. 

‘Student Prince,’ with Everett Mar- 
shall, began dropping at halfway 
mark and ended up visit at Hanna 
last week with $13,800, which was 
still a heftier gross than most reviv- 
als reap in Cleveland. Scaled at $2,50 
top for seven performances. 

Milt Krantz, house manager, had 
ZaSu Pitts’ ‘Ramshackle Inn’ booked 
for Xmas week, but cancelled it to 
push in Maxwell Anderson’s ‘Storm 
Operation’ for Dec. 27 on a quick- 
change booking, 


‘Jackpot’ 226 
To Top Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 21. 


Recent legit pace seems to have 
slackened here even more sharply 
than pre-holiday ease-off might war- 
rant, but with four houses open last 
week there was considerable trade to 
spread around, even though no show 
approximated the socko standard. 

There was plenty of local interest 
in the opening at the indie-operated 
Erlanger of the CIO (War Divisions) 
revue, ‘Marching With Johnny.’ 
Show received marked difference of 
opinion in notices, varying from 
ultra rap in the Inquirer (Rep. morn- 
ing paper) or fairly good to good in 
the other sheets. Revue got only 
about $8,500 in its first session, but 
figures to beat that mark this week 
by a grand or so with a couple of 
CIO benefits. Crix generally admitted 
a crackerjack score and praised cast, 
especially Beatrice Kay and Philip 
Loeb, but quibbled over merits of 
many skits and sketches. 

As far as do-re-mi taken in. easy 
leader of last week was Vinton 
Freedley’s new musical, ‘Jackpot,’ 
playing its second week at the For- 
rest after riding through some handi- 
cap from lukewarm (though not ad- 
verse) notices. With only Allan 
Jones and Jerry Lester to count 
much at the b.o., show has had to 
build on its own merits, and although 
seen as generally satisfactory, it 
hasn’t resulted in any particular 
word-of-mouth boosting: $22,300. 

‘Kiss and Tell’ hasn’t, on the whole, 
maintained pace here, with same cast 
and production that hit Boston be- 
fore moving into the Locust. It is 
reasonably assured of eight-week 


Bway Way Of; Doughgirls 
136, Kiss 10446, Boys 19¢ 
Carrols’ 12446; New Clicks Strong 


Reaction at the boxoffices © on 
Broadway last week was violent, and 
any number of shows on the list 
dropped to low gross marks. Only 
half a dozen attractions escaped the 
blight and, at that, some of them did 
not wholly escape. Ticket activity 
for late this week indicates better 
grosses. 

‘Pillar to Post,’ newest entrant on 
the list barring this week’s incomers, 
ran up against slump conditions, and 
its chances should be better indicated 
after this week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘A Connecticut Yankee,’ Beck (5th 
week) (M-1,214; $4.40). Caught in 
downward trend, with takings ap- 
proximating $20,000; fairly good for 
revival. 

‘Angel Street,’ Golden (106th week) 
(D-789; $3.36). Has piled up splendid 
record, but dropped during slump to 
under $6,000; figured to come back 
with advent of holidays. 

‘Another Love Story,’ Fulton (10th 
week) (C-938; $3.30). Will play into 
January, but engagement thereafter 
not certain; rated around $7,000, not 
an even break; ‘Peep Show’ may fol- 
low late next month. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Hudson 
(154th week) (CD-1,094; $3.30). 
Dipped to lowest mark in a year, 
with gross around $7,000; like other 
run shows, expected to perk up after 
next week. 

‘Carmen Jones,’ Broadway (3d 
week) (O-1,900: $4.40). Theatre par- 
ties helped materially here first half 
of week, as with other attractions; 
matinees still definitely off, but gross 
again approached $40,000. 

‘Early to Bed,’ Broadhurst (27th 
week) (M-1,160; $4.40). Particularly 
affected, and must jump after holi- 
days to stick; revue estimated around 
$17,000. 

‘Feathers in a Gale,’ Music Box (C- 
979; $3.30). Presented by Arthur 
Hopkins and Frederick Burton; writ- 
ten by Pauline Jamerson and Regi- 
nald Lawrence; period play opened 


stretch originally skedded, but intake 
will not have hit figure originally an- 
ticipated unless show bounces way 
up durins final holiday fortnight 
period; $9,500. 

‘Ramshackle Inn,’ after experienc- 
ing a general blitzing from the local 
crix, had to depend almost entirely 
on film names in cast, especially, of 
course, ZaSu Pitts, star. Second and 
final week at the Walnut found fair 
biz despite weather and reviewers; 
$7,000 reported. 


‘BLITHE SPIRIT’ NSG 
$12,000 IN DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 21. 


The influenza epidemic, which hit 
severe proportions here last week, 
has whittled down grosses along the 
Detroit rialto. A betterment is seen 
for the holidays with the peak of the 
flu seemingly passed locally. 

‘Blithe Svirit’ in its week at the! 
Cass got only a disappointing $12,500 
at a $2.75 top. The house estimated 
that biz was off 40% not only from 
the epidemic, which felled about 20% 
of the city last week, but from health 
authority warnings to ‘stay out of 
crowds. The Cass is set for the 
holidays with ‘Sons o' Fun,’ in for 
two weeks. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ in its second week 
at the Lafayette, skidded to $7,100 at 
$1.65 top. A betterment is predicted | 
here, with the flu, locally of short 
duration, falling off rapidly and with 
John Barton returned to the cast 
Sunday. 


‘Abie’ 8G, ‘Doughgirls’ 
106 in Offish Boston 


Boston, Dec. 21, | 
Biz remains off in the three spots 


functioning in the Hub, a slight hypo | 
being felt by the opening Monday | 
(20) of Ruth Gordon's ‘Over 21,’ but} 
takes are generally well below aver- 
age. Next week should prove a 
different story with the holiday over 
and the openings of ‘Mexican Hay- 
ride’ (Shubert, Dec. 27) and ‘Suds in 
Your Eye’ (Wilbur, Dec. 28) to jerk 
the town back to normal. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ Plymouth 
(1,424; $2.75). Down to $8.000 for | 
fifth frame anc. should pick up plenty 
going into the home stretch. 

‘Army Play By Play,’ Wilbur 
(1,300; $2.75). Finished out second | 
frame with esiimated $8,500. Cast | 
| dispersed Sat. night (18) as road tour | 
finished here. 
| ‘Doughgirls,’ Colonial (1.437; $2.75). 
| Slipped to estimated $10,000 in fifth. 
| but should bounce back before show 
moves Out Jan. 8. 


week’ 


Tuesday (21). 

‘Harriet,’ Miller (33d. week) (D- 
940; $3.85). Caught in slump and 
down to around $13,000; until recent- 
ly had been faring very well and 
should come back. 

‘Janie,’ Mansfield (66th week) (C- 
1,001; $3.30). Did fairly well last 
week considering the going; estimat- 
ed around $6,000; stay indefinite. 

‘Kiss and Tell,’ Biltmore (39th 
week) (C-920; $3.30). Overestimated 
of late; last week quoted around $10,- 
500. against approximately $12,500 
the previous week; still winning 
pace. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (212th 
week) (D-1,082; $3.30). Run leader 
naturally tapered off since Thanks- 
giving, with last week around $10,- 
000: should bounce back. 

‘Listen, Professor,’ Forrest (CD-1,- 
060; $3.30). Presented by Milton 
Baron, Jean Muir and Toni Ward: 
Peggy Phillips’ adaptation from the 


Russian ‘Mashenka’; opens tonight 
(Wednesday ). 
‘Lovers and Friends,’ Plymouth (3d 


Davwtiz 

in advance of opening helped here, 
too, and the gross approximated $22.,- 
000; close to top money for straight 
plays. 

‘Oklahoma,’ St. James (38th week) 
(M-1,520; $4.40), Continues to rate 
most popular musical in years, and 
enormous advance sale extends into 
spring; selling out, $30,600. 

‘One Touch of Venus,’ Imperial 
(llth week) (M-1,367; $4.40). An- 
other exception to rule last week. ad- 
vance sale protecting takings, which 
went to $35,500 again. ; 

‘Outrageous Fortune,’ 48th Street 
(7th week) (D-873; $3.30). Engage- 
ment slated well into January; off 


like most others and rated around 
7,500 last week, 

‘Pillar to Post,’ Playhouse (C-865; 
$3.30). Had tough going immediate- 
ly after opening, with takings slight; 
under $4,000 indicated; will play 
three weeks for film rights. 

‘Rosalinda,’ 46th Street (60th week) 
(O-1,347; $3.30). Socked as much as 
any musical last week, when new 
low was reached; around $14,500; un- 
doubtedly will come back but may 
exit to road; if so ‘Venus’ likely to 
move over from Imperial. 

‘Something for the Boys,’ Alvin 

(49th week) (M-1,337; $4.40). Booked 
for road after another two weeks; 
dropped to around $19,000; low mark 
for engagement; ‘Jackpot’ slated in 
mid-January. 
- ‘Stars On Ice,’ Center (72d week) 
(repeat date) (R-3,000; $1.65). Off 
like most others but priming for 
holiday cleanup; two performances 
daily from Christmas until day after 
New Year’s; $20,000 estimated. 

‘The Doughgirls, Lyceum (51st 
week) (C-997; $3.30). Completing 
year’s run mark, and while off for 
first time looks like cinch through 
season; rated around $13,000. 

‘The Voice of the Turtie,’ Morosco 
(2d week) (CD-955; $3.30). New hit 
went to around $19,000; theatre par- 
ties a factor in protecting new suc- 
cess last week; looks sure for run, 

‘Tomorrow the World,’ Barrymore 
(36th week) (D-1,064; $3.30). Dropped 
like all other long-runners, but sea- 
son’s stay indicated by $25,000 ad- 
vance sale; dipped under $11,000 for 
first time. 

‘The Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ Booth 
(20th week) (R-712; $3.30). Even 
this excellent grosser affected, par- 
ticularly early last week, for first 
time; dropped $2,000 to $12,500, still 
good money in limited-size house. 

‘Three’s a Family,’ Longacre (32d 
week) (C-1,018; $3.30). Took the 
slump like other attractions and 
dropped to around $7,500; however, 
out in front and should play through 
winter. 

‘Victory Belles,’ Ambassador (6th 
week) (C-1,105; $3.30). Guarantee- 
ing house; has had little chance to 
improve after enforced layoff; $3,- 
000 possibly. 

‘What’s Up,’ National (5th week) 
(M-1,162; $4.40). Business off fur- 
ther, and if no material improvement 


ental 


— New Year’s cannot stay; $10,- 


500. 

‘Winged Victory,’ 44th Street (4th 
week) (D-1,325; $4.40). No evidence 
of pre-Christmas slump here; Air 
Corps drama going to capacity, with 
takings $35,500. 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ Winter Garden 
(38th week) (R-1,523: $4.40). Went 
off markedly, with last week’s gross 
rated around $26,000; new low for 
former list leader. 


REVIVALS 
‘Merry Widow,’ Majestic (20th 
week) (O0-1,695; $3.30). One of 


shows in the money which dropped 
to new gross mark; takings around 
$20,000 or bit more; still looks good 
through season. 

‘Othello,’ Shubert (8th week) (D- 
1,325; $3.30). Line at boxoffice al- 
ways present and stay into spring 
looks certain; around $23,000. 

SPECIAL 

‘The, Patriots’ City, Center, 
693; $1.65). Brought back for one 
week by Playwrights Co, instead of 
laying off; has been faring excellent- 
ly on road. 


‘Over 21’ Neat $6,000 
In New Haven Break-In 


New Haven, Dec. 21. 
Premiere of ‘Over 21’ drew opti- 
mistic notices here last weekend 
(16-18) and pulled approximately 
$6.900 into Shubert strong box. 
On four shows at $2.75 top, this 


was fair enough for pre-Xmas. 


Walter Winchell Says: 


“The Orchid Garden: Bruno of Hollywood whose camera sorcery of the 
beauties is eye perfume .. 


town's 


154 West 57th St. 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 22, 1943 


OBITUARIES 


THOMAS ‘FATS’ WALLER 

Thomas W. ‘Fats’ Waller, 39, diea 
in his railroad car berth Dec, 15 in 
Kansas City while en route to New 
York from Hollywood, where he had 
completed picture engagements. He 
had been bedded with influenza on 
the Coast two weeks before his de- 
parture, but apparently had recov- 
ered sufficiently to allow the trip. 

An autopsy, however, indicated 
death was caused by infiuenza-bron- 
chial pneumonia. Waller was accom- 
panied on the trip by his manager, 
Ed Kirkeby, who handled all details 
in Kansas City for removal of the 
body to New York, where funeral 
services were held Monday (20) at 


‘the Abyssinian Baptist Church in 
Harlem. 

Known to the general public for 
his jovial, bouncing style of piano 
playing and singing, the 285-pound 
good-natured Negro was respected 
throughout the music world for his 
undeniable performing talent and his 
composing genius. He wrote, or col- 
laborated on, nearly 400 songs, in- 
cluding tunes for many Broadway 
hits. The score of the current Rich- 
ard Kollmar production, ‘Early to 
Bed,’ was Waller’s work, and he also 
contributed to ‘Keep Shufflin’ in 1927 
and ‘Hot Chocolates’ in 1929. Also 
for several editions of ‘Blackbirds.’ 

He was perhaps best known for 
leadership of various dance and jazz 
band combinations through personal 
appearances and recordings. Two of 
his songs, ‘Ain’t Misbehavin’ and 
‘Honeysuckle Rose’ already are es- 


tablished. as jazz standards, 

Long before declaration of war 
Waller started entertainment junkets 
to service camps in whatever vicin- 
ity he happened to be playing, and 
continued these generous contribu- | 
tions of his talent up until the time | 
of his death. Although these activi- 
ties, at the pianist’s request, were not 
publicized, the National Council of | 
the Army & Navy Union, oldest U. S. 
vets organization, meeting in Phila- 
delphia Sunday (19) voted a post- | 
humous citation and award to Waller | 
for his efforts to entertain the fight- | 
ing men of the country he loved so! 
well. 

Capt. George H. Maines, USA (re- 
serves), retired, of Flint, Mich., and 
Sergt. Israel Kauffman, Washington, 
D. C., were appointed to represent 
the organization at the funeral. 

Although an authentic interpreter 
of ‘low down’ jazz Waller had a par- 
ticular aversion to the recently pop- 
ularized piano style known as ‘boogie- 
woogie’ (or ‘barroom piano’) and his 
contracts specified that this catch- 
word could not be used in connection 
with his billing or performances. 

Fats Waller as a youth studied un- 
der Carl Bohm and Leopold Godow- 
ski after early parental efforts failed 
to turn him into the religious foot- 


of the prize ring at the age of 19 
and installed as a singer in the mid- 
dleweight’s rathskeller at the old Ho- 
tel Normandie, thus becoming one 
of the first paid entertainers in 
Broadway cafe history. Previously 
warbling chores had been handled 
by singing waiters. In the cafe Whit- 
ing attracted the attention of Harry 
Von Tilzer, who published one of his 
early songwriting efforts, and Irving 
Berlin, who collaborated with him 
on ‘My Wife’s Gone to the Country.’ 
Whiting left McCoy's for vaudeville 
and while on tour met Sadie Burt 
in San Francisco, whom he later 
married. As Whiting and Burt they 
were well known and headlined on 
Keith, Orpheum and other circuits. 

At the time of his death the vet- 
eran songwriter and former actor 
was engaged in radio script editorial 
work. Widow and four daughters 
survive, 


JOSEPH McCARTHY 
Joseph McCarthy, 58, lyricist for 
many top ranking musical comedies, 
motion picture and popular songs, 
died Dec. 18 at his New York city 


Primrose.’ Later he represented 
Eugenia Blair in ‘Doll's House’ and 
other productions, and was agent for 
‘Get Rich Quick Wallingford’ for 
Cohan and Harris. He handled road 
tours of the Honey Boy Evans Min- 
strels for George M. Cohan and for 
several seasons was road manager 
for several Henry W. Savage musi- 
cal comedy productions, 

After leaving the road, Shalters 
managed a legitimate theatre in 
Trenton, N. J., for several seasons, 
then returned to Reading and en- 
gaged in nontheatrical pursuits. In 
recent years he assisted in managing 
a WPA theatre project in Reading 
and served on the staff of Harry 
Archibald’s ‘Feet on the Ground’ and 
other productions. 


THOMAS BURTON 


Thomas Burton, 69, retired actor, 
died Dec. 16 at his home in New 
York City. 

Burton was born in Boston, and 
made his first stage appearance with 
Fanny Davenport. He was also in 
the cast of the Chaperons before 
joining the Alice Neilsen Opera 
Company. He also played on Broad- 
way in Henry W. Savage’s produc- 
tion of ‘Peggy From Paris.’ As far 
back as 1922 he was with the Boston- 
ians in ‘Robin Hood,’ and later in 


home after a long illness. He was a 


‘The Merry Widow.’ After that he 


IN MEMORY OF OUR GOOD FRIEND 


MAJOR CLARK 


Who Died in the Service of His Country 
12, 1943 


December 


DAZIAN’S, INC, 


former director of ASCAP. He wrote 
most of his songs with Harry 
Tierney, who composed the music. 

Among outstanding productions 
for which he supplied lyrics and 
other material were ‘Irene,’ ‘Rio 
Rita,’ ‘Kid Boots,’ ‘Oh, Hook!’ and 
and several editions of the ‘Ziegfeld 
Follies. Screen songs were con- 
tributed to ‘Man Trouble,’ ‘High So- 
ciety Blues’ and ‘Song o’ My Heart,’ 
among others. 

His best known lyrics included 
‘Chasing Rainbows,’ ‘That’s How I 
Need You,’ ‘Wild, Simply Wild Over 
Me,’ ‘Alice Blue Gown, ‘What Do 


steps of his father. At the age of i4 
he started playing the organ in a 
Harlem theatre soon after leaving 


DeWitt Clinton high school, (N. Y.) 
cat 


o ha 


cet ennugh mu. 


| You Want to Make Those Eyes at 
| Me For,’ ‘Ireland Must Be Heaven,’ 
‘You Made Me Love You,’ ‘Polly Put 
| the Kettle On,’ ‘Happy Days,’ ‘Cry- 
| ing’ and many others. 


AY... 


sic in the classrooms. Soon he was 
in the dance band field in a Harlem 
cabaret and this step led to songwrit- 


ing and composing. His first pub- 
lished song, ‘Squeeze Me,’ still is 
heard occasionally in libraries of 


small jazz bands. 

Waller first achieved national fame 
when he was a radio performer on 
WLW, Cincinnati, and this 
tion landed him a job as a CBS en- 
tertainer. An attempt to slant the 
popular pianist into the classical 
groove failed when his lone appear- 
ance at Carnegie” Haii in a jazz re- 
cital, about a year ago, failed to meet 
with critics’ approval. 

Tne pianist-bandleader also was 
active in vaudeville and at one time 
toured with an act which featured 
Bessie Smith. He also made several 
film appearances. 

He is survived by his widow, three 
sons, one an Army “corporal, a 
brother and three sisters. 

GEORGE WHITING 

George Whiting, 61, former vaude 
headliner and lyric writer of many 
best-seller pop songs, died Dec. 18 
at his Bre 4., some. For many 
ye ue toured the nation’s vaude 
circuits with his wife, Sadie Burt, as 
a team. ‘ 

Among the best known songs to 
which he contributed lyrics were 
‘My Blue Heaven,’ ‘West of the Great 
Divide, ‘High Up On a Hilltop,’ 


¢Hasta Manana,’ ‘That’s How Rhythm 
Was Born,’ ‘Don’t Let Your Love 
Go Wrong,’ ‘Rhythm and Romance,’ 
and ‘Strolling Through the Park One 
Day.’ 

A native of Chicago, Whiting was 


| Maldon, Mass. (where he was born 
;}and christened Thomas Joseph Mc- 
| Carthy), to work for Leo Feist, Inc., 


then 


transferred to musical 
comedy assignments. He never used 
| his first name professionally. At the 


|}age of 16 he left school and while 
| experimenting with several musical 


This led to a fling at publishing and 
| jater to his New York venture. 


He was a member of the Lambs! 


and New York Athletic Club. Sur- 


vivors 


include 


lude widow, a son, Corp. 
| T. J. McCarthy, Jr., and a daughter. 
| FRANK B. SHALTERS 

| Frank B. Shalters, 73, for many 
| years manager of traveling legits, 
| was found dead in his apartment in 
| Reading, Pa., Dec. 15. He was secre- 
tary to Mayor Harry F. Menges dur- 


will end January 3. : 
In early youth he became assistant 
manager of the old Academy of 
Music, Reading, now the Rajah the- 
atre, and when the manager, John D. 
Mishler, who owned the Mishler 
Theatre Circuit, journeyed to Europe 
and elsewhere at various times 
Shalters looked after the Mishler lo- 
cal and outside interests. Later 
formed partnership with Chester 
DeVonda, romantic actor in 10-20-30 
stock, Shalters managing and direct- 
ing the company. The pair earned a 
small fortune via this venture. 
Shalters then became representa- 
tive on road tours for Adelaide 
Thurston in 1903-4-5 in ‘Little Min- 


brought to New York by Kid McCoy 


ister,” ‘Cozy Corners’ and ‘Polly 


tag 


| compositions and appearing in a cafe} 
recogni- | 


| met George Krey, Hub music pub- | 
lisher, who hired him to plug tunes. | 


ing the 1atter’s four-year term, which | 


appeared in ‘The Potters,’ ‘Ameri- 
cana,’ and ‘The Whirlpool.’ 

He retired from the stage in 1933 
and became librarian for the Chris- 
tian Science Reading Room in New 
York. 

Survived by widow and son. 
Funeral under the auspices of the 
Actors’ Fund of America was held 
in New York on Dec. 17. 


CHARLES H. WALDRON 

Charles H. Waldron, 78, veteran 
producer and theatre owner, died at 
his home in Somerville, Mass., Dec. 
11, following brief illness. 

Many years owner .of the famed 
Waldron’s Casino in Boston, which 
he built 34 vears ago, Waldron was 
president of the Columbia Amuse- 
ment Company of former years 
~wenzck-operated a circuit of theatres 
in the east and director of the Ac- 
ters Fund 
| He leaves widow, three daughters, 


|} and a son, Billy, who has been as- 
sociated with his father’s business 
for many years. Funeral was held 


on Dec. 14, the mourners including 
;many of Boston's theatrical folk. 


JONAS FREUND 

Jonas Freund, 60, one of the 
pioneer flicker house owners and op- 
| erators in St. Louis, died last week 
| of heart disease. Freund and his 
| brothers were the original owners of 
the Cinderella, a prosperous nabe 
}in South St. Louis and later pur- 
| chased by Fred Wehrenberg, the cur- 
}rent owner. The Freunds also op- 
|erated the Woodland, another South 
St. Louis flicker house and several 


| others in that section of the city. In | 


| later years Freund engaged in the 
|real estate business. 

His widow, two daughters, four 
brothers and two sisters survive. 


MARSHALL STEDMAN 

Marshall Stedman, 69, former 
Broadway and Hollywood actor, died 
Dec. 16 in Laguna Beach, Cal., after 
a short illness. For years he had 
conducted a school of drama in the 
seaside town, colonized largely by 
actors and painters. Surviving are 
his widow, Reika, and his son, Lin- 
coln Stedman, former film actor, 


DAVE ELDRIDGE 
Edward David (Dave) Eldridge, 75, 
manager of the Hudson, N. Y., died 
at the French Hospital last Wednes- 
day (15). His sister Mrs. M. Light 
died at her home in New York on 


the same day. They were uncle and 
aunt of Lee and J. J. Shubert. 

Eldridge was connected with the 
Shuberts for 40 years, managing the 
Shubert, New Haven for many sea- 
sons and also representing them in 
London. Mrs. Light is survived by 
two sons, Herman and Norman Light, 
the latter being manager of the Im- 
perial, N. Y., theatre. 


MATTHEW HYMES 

Matthew Hymes, 64, who owned 
and managed Grand Opera House, 
Buckhannon, W. Va., died at his 
home in that city. 

In addition to being an exhibitor, 
Hymes was chief of police in Buck- 
hannon for three terms and mayor 
for four. Son of a Civil War vet- 
eran, he himself was a veteran of the 
Spanish-American War and for more 
than a duzen years was a teacher 
and school principal. 

Survived by widow, two sons and 
two daughters. 


LEO CARR 

Second Lieut. Leo Theodore (‘Ted’) 
Carr, 26, formerly head of the WGN 
Concert Bureau and for several years 
previously assistant executive-secre- 
tary of the American Guild of Musi- 
cal Artists, was killed Dec. 16 in line 
of duty with the Army Air Forces at 
Dunellen, Fla. His mother and a sis- 
ter survive. : 

Carr was at one time editor of 
Dance magazine. He enlisted in the 
Air Forces two years ago and was 
receiving night combat training at 
the time of his death. 


WILLIAM McDONNELL 

William McDonnell, father of Grace 
McDonald, screen actress, died in 
Hollywood, Dec. 17, after suffering a 
heart attack. He had been with the 
Office of Censorship in Hollywood 
for last year, and for nine years pre- 
vious to that was circulation man- 
ager for the Quigley Publications. 

He leaves a widow and son, Ray, 
Army Air Force private, now ap- 
pearing in Broadway’s ‘Winged Vic- 
tory.’ 


JOSEPH ROSEY 

Joseph ‘Joe’ Rosey, 61, writer 
member of ASCAP and composer of 
several instrumental specialties, died 
on Dec. 20 in New York. Among 
his best-known compositions were 
‘Waltzin’ the Scale’ and ‘Raggin’ the 
Waves.’ 

Rosey was stricken in the midtown 
Broadway jewelry store of M. Rosen- 
thal & Sons, founded by his father 
and with which he had been con- 
nected for many years. 


GEORGE B. PECK 

George B. Peck, veteran theatre 
manager, died at his home in Tampa, 
Fla., Dec. 8. He had retired some 
years ago after being manager of 
three film houses. 

Peck was theatre manager and 
producer, both in the middle west 
and in Florida. He was with the Or- 
pheum circuit for a number of years 
before coming to Tampa in 1924. 

His widow survives, 


CASHEL POMEROY 

Cashel Pomeroy, 75, operator of 
theatres which produced short plays 
in London, Paris and New York, died | 
in Morristown, N. J., Dec. 17, after | 
long illness. 
| He once appeared in Spanish dance 
act on Keith and Orpheum circuits. 

Surviving is a widow. 


MAJOR CLARK ROBINSON 
Major Clark Robinson, 47, one of 
the most colorful men in the presen- 
tation show biz, was killed in a 
plane crash in Asam, India, Dec. 12. 
Further details in vaudevilie sec- 
tion. 


DANIEL RUSSO 

Daniel J. Russo, 60, widely known 
in show business as director of the 
pit orchestra at the Palace theatre in 
Chicago for 20 years died Dee. 14 at 
j} his home in North Hollywood after 
a short illness. 


HENRY BRETHERICK 
Henry Bretherick, 95, former presi- 
dent of the Organists Guild of 
America, died in San Francisco, Dec. 
Surviving is a son, 


William Baker Daniel, 54, father 
of Billy Daniel, stage and screen 
dancer, and also dance director in 
Hollywood, died in a Fort Worth 
hospital Friday (17) after a heart 
attack. 


Ninnian Yule, 77, paternal grand- 
father of Mickey Rooney, film star, 
died in Jersey City last week. 


Mother of Harry J. Michaelson, 
RKO sales exec, died in Pittsburgh 


Literati 


Continued from page 52 


Son,’ a novelette by Ira Wolfert and 
a play by Arthur Miller, ‘The Man 
Who Had All the Luck,’ already 
skedded for Broadway production, 


CHATTER 

John Sturdivant, American Weekly 
mag writer, questing features in the 
film studios. 

George Weller in Hollywood to 
interview screen names for Chicago 
Daily News Syndicate. 

George Creel, who was the Elmer 
Davis of World War I, pacted by 
McBride for a book on the Axis war 
criminals. 

Thomas C. O'Donnell has chucked 
the editorship of Cartoons magazine 
to join the staff of McBride, the book 
publisher. 

Walter O’Meara, veteran news- 
paper and advertising man, has been 
named deputy OPA administrator in 
charge of information. 

John L. Nanovic, who was editor 
of a couple of Street & Smith pulps, 
now doing publicity for Arthur 
Kudner, the ad agency. 

Gladys Swarthout’s first novel, 
‘Come Soon, Tomorrow,’ is out. 
Semi-autobiog, dealing with a mid- 
west girl who makes the Met. 

Emily Hahn, who was one of the 
Gripsholm repatriates, cocktailed by 
the N. Y. branch of P. E. N., the in- 
ternational scribblers organization. 

An incident on the Tom Slater 
program, ‘This Is Ft. Dix,’ has been 
developed into a romantic story, ap- 
pearing in the current Radio Mirror, 
called ‘A Kiss for Remembrance.’ 

One of the first moves of Frederick 
Fell, the new book publisher, is to 
gather a bunch of Nick Kenny's N. Y, 
Mirror pieces into a single volume 
under the title of ‘Day Unto Day.’ 

Angna Enters, whose third book, 
‘Silly Girl, is being published by 
Houghton Mifflin next month, has an 
exhibition of new paintings on view 
at the Newhouse Galleries, N. Y., 
until Jan. 8. 

Closing date of Macmillan’s Cen- 
tenary awrds offered for fiction and 
non-fiction works by members of 
U.S. and British armed forces has 
been advanced one year until Dec. 
31, 1944. Macmillan awards total 
$10,000 in this country, ditto for Eng- 
lish prize winners, 

Hyman Brown, prolific producer of 
radio whodunits, is the subject of a 
special article in current True De- 
tective mag. Piece by Joe Wiegers 
points out Brown, although only 32, 
is a veteran of 15,000 broadcasts. At 
one time he had as many as 35 show~ 
on the air in one-week. 

Since going from pulp to slic 
paper, Argosy Magazine has been so 
successful in hypoing its circulation 
that it’s decided to broaden its field 
even more in the future by a dimin- 
ishing emphasis on ‘action’ type of 
stories. Mag now contains such w.k. 
authors as William Chamberlain, 
Robert Carse, Jacland Marmur, Har- 
old Lamb, Maj. George Fielding 
Eliot, Bertram B. Fowler, etc. 


MARRIAGES 


Dolores Lorraine Vocco to Ensign 
Daniel B. Kelly, Dec. 15, Forest 
Hills, L. Bride is daughter 
Rocco Vocco, music publisher. 

Brooke Evans to Charles Mitehell, 
in Hollywood, Dec. 14. Bride is a 
screen actress and niece of Buddy 
De Sylva; groom is a film player. 

Margaret Abildgaard to George 
Sparks, Dec. 18. Memphis: groom is 
director of Memphis Little Theatre. 

Natalie Thompson to Robert Hut- 
ton, Los Angeles, Dec. 18. Both are 
screen players. 

Sunny Wright te Zachary. Fishkin, 
New York, Dec. 19. Bride is dancer 
in Hotei Commodore's Century Room 
floorshow. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Wally Allen, son, 
Dec. 13, Chicago. Father is vaude 
acrobat; mother was former dancer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Shields, son, 
Dec. 11, Hollywood. Father is radio 
announcer-actor; mother is the for- 
mer Nancy Leach, radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Fleming, son, 
Dec. 17. Father is the announcer on 
the ‘Mr. Keen’ and other radio pro- 
grams. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Hageman, 
daughter, Akron, O., Dec. 15. Father 
director for WADC. that 
city. 

Sgt. and Mrs. William Hendricks, 
a daughter, in Detroit, Dec. 16. 
Father, now is in Marines, formerly 
was on publicity staff of United De- 
troit Theatres. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Lloyd, son, Dec. 
17, New York. Father is head of 
20th-Fox radio dept.; mother is 


Dec. 2, 


former Esther Ralston, screen actress. 
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Broadway 


Merrie! Abbott in from Chi to 0.0. 
things. 
nny O'Connor sidelined pas 
Page <4 with mild arthritic attack. 
rry Kent back in N. Y. from 
nA with family in Phoenix, 
Ariz. 

AMPA holding its first open_meet- 
ing today (Wednesday) at Edison 
hotel. 

Carl Leserman back at United 
Artists home office following siege 
of flu. 

Pete Jaeger (Blue Network sales 
mgr.) back from extended midwest- 
ern trek. 

Grad Sears to Northampton for 
graduation of daughter, Patricia, at 
Smith's. 

Collette Lyons, with new songs by 
Blanche Merrill, singing in a Cleve- 
land night spot. 

Hal Block off to Hollywood to 
-script OWI’s special Xmas _ radio 
show from Coast. 

Ken Kennedy going overseas for 
USO-Camp Shows, Expects to form 
band after return. 

Wilbur Evans, of ‘Mexican Hay- 
ride, inked to exclusive recording 
contract by Decca. 

Jack L. Warners to D. C. for the 
Orville Wright celebration and 40th 
anniversary dinner. 

Margie Hart back in town for sing- 
ing lessons hoping to switch from 
stripteuse to chanteuse. 

Ed Jaffe gave up job of publicizing 


ley theatre acquisition 


Square. 


Town Hall jazz concerts—said he 
couldn't stand the music. 

Tyler Mason, minus his blackface, 
is recuperating at home from a re- 
cent operation, 

Warren Munsell, now a lieut. col- 
onel in the Air Corps, Operational 
European Base, here on furlough. 

Marjorie Morrow, Warner Bros. 
eastern talent bureau head, on CBS’ 
‘Woman's Page of Air’ this week. 

20th-Fox annual Xmas party being 
tossed in Astor hotel grand ballroom 
Friday (24). Avout 1,000 invited to 
attend. 

Alamac hotel has entertainment 
for the first time in 10 years, Velva 
Nalley being featured in the cocktail 
lounge. 

John Hickey back in New York, 
because of his father’s illness, afier a 
year with Interstate in Dallas and 
Houston. 

Tom Weatherly, formerly p.a. for 
Dwight Deere Wiman, joins J. Wal- 
ter Thompson agency as radio writer 
and producer. 

Maurice Bergman bedded by flu a 
couple of days after returning from 
his recent huddles on Coast; back at 


desk this week. 

Add: Howard Dietz, Tom Fizdale 
and Bilt Murray (Wm. Morris agency | 
radio head) flu victims, but latter | 
just Betting over it. 

John Roy, ex-managing director of | 
the Rainbow Room, now h.a.s in 
N. Y. with the CIAA on Latin- 
America goodwilling. 

While east Hal B. Wallis huddled 
with the Curtiss-Wright people on 
details attendant to the filming of 
‘God Is My Co-Pilot.’ 

Pvt. Jimmy Nederlander, whose 
dad operates the Lafayette, Detroit, 
has joined the ‘Winged Victory’ box- 
office staff, 44th Street. 

Tim Mara’s luck held as far as 


Anderson, who died several months 


ago. 
Noel Meadow, Broadway p.a., now 


operates twe picture houses. Last 


week he took over the 55th St. Play- 
house, three months after his Stan- 
in Times 


Since Frank Sinatra sent Mrs. Jack 
(Rose) Robbins some flowers at Doc- 
tors hosp, where she is confined from 
a heart attack, the nurses have been 
treating the music publisher's spouse 
with extra respect. 


Rio de Janeiro 


By Phil Dunning 

Ilona Massey still packing them at 
the Urca. 

Wallace Downey is directing a 
government moving picture. 

Jeracy Camargo’s new play goes 
ir‘o rehearsal in four weeks. 

Max Stukart is rehearsing a new 
revue for the Golden room at Copa- 
cabana Casino. 

Procopio is having a successful en- 
gagement at the Teatro Regina in 
‘Serao Homens Amanha.’ 

The Brazilian government is spon- 


soring two amateur productions, 
‘Journey's End’ and ‘The Bride’s 
Dress.’ Both directed by Zieme- 
brinsky. 


Burton Davis, former Westport, 
Conn., author, and now connected 
with the U. S. Treasury Department, 
has been loaned to the Brazilian gov- 
ernment to head the War Bond 
Drive. 

There is a crew of 1,000 men work- 
ing day and night on the Quitan- 
dinha hotel. Hopes are that one 
wing, the gaming casino and grill 
will be ready to open by the first of 


the year. It makes one feel like 
Alice in Wonderland, it’s all that 
pretentious. 


Washington 


Ruby Foo is going in for entertain- 
ment with food. Installs a band next 
week, 

WTOP has organized a 20-piece 
orchestra to play for programs 
originating at that studio. 

Club Jalna doing so well, a second 
upstairs room will be opened soon. 
It’s one of the class spots. 

Loew’s tossed its annual Christmas 
party at the Shoreham Sunday (19). 
All eastern division managers and 
wives present. Critics were given 
war bonds from the decorated tree. 

Birthday Ball activities will be 
spread over two days, Jan. 28-29. 
Banquet and midnight shows on Fri- 
day, with balls on Saturday. ‘Com- 
mand Performance’ will be given at 
the Nationa] theatre, Jan. 23. 


Nugent’s Tips 


Continued from page 2 


are none of us prudes. We know 
with Kipling that ‘single men in bar- 
racks don’t turn into plaster saints.’ 
And there are still many speakers 
who know the definition of the fast 
disappearing standard of good taste. 

Good taste still admits of merri- 
ment and wit and joy and laughter. 
It also proves that the speaker who 
presumes to take up the time of an 


Australia 


By Erie Gerrick 
Melvyn Douglas on Aussie run- 
around. 


Some talk here of Quentin Reyn- 
olds doing Aussie lecture tour in “44. 

Norman B. Rydge is going after 
more houses to add to nabe Acme- 
G.U.T. chain. 


Transport cut owing to coal short- 
age is affecting matinee biz in the 
Aussie ace spots, 

Sir Pen Fuller may do a grand 
opera season after war in association 
with Alec Coppell. 

Anticipated Par’s ‘Beii Tolls’ will 
be dated at Prince Edward, Sydney. 
Par’s show-w:indow. 

Folks caught selling booze to U. S. 
servicemen at black market rates are 
being sent to cooler for six months. 

‘Sons of Anzacs’ is being screened 
in city halls by Commonwealth Gov- 
ernment. It’s a factual pic of War II. 

Williamson-Tait will route Gilbert- 
Sullivan troupe for New Zealand 
tour after current click Sydney re- 

eat. 

Ethel Formby, sister of George 
Formby, is click in vaude-revue for 
Tivoli loop. Doing impersonation of 
brother. 

Wouldn’t surprise local USO chiefs 
were Al Jolson and Bob Hope to ar- 
rive in near future for New Guinea 
runaround. 

Syd Albright, United Artists’ local 
chief, is to visit New York for home- 
office talks. Will be first visit home 
in number of years. 

Dick Bentley. former comic with 
Australian Broadcasting Commission, 
has signed long-termer with Tivoli! 
loop for vaude-revue. 

Penny arcades located around vari- | 
ous Aussie spots continue bad biz} 
slide, and it’s likely there will be 
few operating next year. 

Wiltred Thomas, has been upped to | 
Federal Director of Light Enter- 
tainment, with job taking in arrang- 
ing programs for the fighting forces. 

47-Club, comprised mainly of pic 
advertising men, will tender lun- 
cheon in Sydney to Gary Cooper, 
Una Merkel and Phyllis Brooks after 
their New Guinea tour. 

Neil Ackland, MPDA head, has 
just completed New Guinea run- 
around see type of product most 
needed by Aussie troops. MPDA 
supplies free pix to troops. 

Syd Gresham, Ealing’s local rep., 
said that Harry Watt. British direc- 
tor, will arrive late in December to 
do a locally-made pic for Ealing, in| 
association with Aussie government. 

Stuart F. Doyle, former G.U.T. 
chief, but now in aircraft production, 
running five major factories, is post- 
war planning to build 50.000 homes | 
for Aussie workers. Doyle likewise | 
hopes to break back into pic biz 
when his war assignment is through. 


| 


Miami 
Helen Daniels added at Park Ave- 
nue Club. 
Carmen Cavallaro band, featuring 
Alan Dale, a big draw at the Frolics 
Club. 


in ‘Grand Hotel,’ which his company, 
Posa Films, will produce. 

Irving A. Mass, manager of 20th 
Century-Fox's foreign department, 
visiting here, and Joseph G. Mullen, 


'the local manager, attended the first 
| anniversary fiesta of the Cine En- 


canto, frontline cinema, in Monter- 
rey, U. S. border industrial center. 
Daughter of the late Count Leo 
Tolstoi, who lives in New York, was 
sent a check for $2.500 (Mex) by 
Clasa Films as royalty on its produc- 
tion of the first Mex film version of 


her father’s novel, ‘Resurrection,’ 
currently being exhibited in the! 
Mexican provinces. 
Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 
Verle Shuster, M-G booker, on 


sick list. 

Three Aces and Queen back at 
Flame nitery. 

Curly’s nitery featuring .Saunders 
& Waters. rhythm dancers. 

Bill Soper, Paramount head 
booker, given induction deferment. 

Ralph Brasher, Paramount travel- 
ing auditor from New York, ill here 
with flu. 

W. H. Workman, M-G-M branch 
manager, attending sales conference 
in Chicago. 

Art Sanderson, Warner Brothers 
branch manager, in St. Mary’s hos- 
pital, with flu. 

Dr. Giovanni into. Hotel Radisson 
with Joe Parreta’s orchestra, latter 
playing return engagement. 

Norman Pyle designated by John 
J. Friedl, War Activities’ committee 
chairman, to handle publicity for 
theatres’ WAC recruiting drive. 


Consent Decree 


Continued from page 8 =e 


they acquire additional houses. How- 
ever, there are several provisos. The 
companies want exceptions for 
‘showcase theatres,’ and they also 
want exemption for the rebuilding of 
damaged houses. They have also 
complained about towns where they 
are shut out by the indies, naming 
New Orleans as one of these. 

4. In connection with the requests 
to the Federal courts for permission 
to acquire new theatres, the Big Five 
wants to be able to go into the near- 
est Federal court to the proposed ac- 
quisitions, instead of being forced to 
carry all cases to the court in N. Y. 
City which is handling the decree. 

Justice Department, Clark indi- 
cated, is willing to horse-trade on 
this point. Clark favors the pro- 
posal of the indies that their arbi- 
tration complaints under the decree 
be handled by regional arbitrators. 
At present, these matters are all set- 
tled in New York, which makes it 


particularly hard for small indies to 


handle their cases in person. If the 
Big Five agrees to this change, it 
will probably get the right to deal 
with other Federal courts in the the- 
atre acquisition matter. 


Hollywood 


James Cagney laid up with brone 
chitis. 

Deanna Durbin divorced Lieut. 
Vaughn Paul. 


Busby Berkeley broke an arm in 
a fall at home. 

Toddy Peterson, screen actress, 
vorced Fred R. Simpson, studio tech- 
nician. 

Armand Schaefer producing his 
60th picture for Republic, ‘Rosie the 
Riveter.’ 

Edward Arnold presides over 
Masquers New Year’s Eve party for 
service men, 

Humphrey Bogart cabled safe ar- 
rival in Casablanca on an enter- 
tainment tour. 

Herbert J. Yates arrived from New 
| York for two weeks of Republic 
| studio .huddles. 

Frank Farley, London story chief 
, for Paramount, in town for the first 
| time in 16 years. 

Jerry Cooper called off his eastern 
nitery engagements because of pic- 
ture commitments. 

Warren Duane moved in as head 
of the Motion Picture Division of 
War Production Board. 

Ascap’s Dick Powers voted a sec- 
ond term as president of Ensias 
Chamber of Commerce. 

. Victor Borge ready to shove off on 
overseas camp tour assignment with 
USO-Camp Shows unit. 

Pat Rooney arrived from New 
York to play himself in Eddie Can- 
tor’s picture, ‘Show Business.’ 

Franz Werfel, author of ‘The Song 
of Bernadette.’ seriously ill with a 
third heart attack in three wecks. . 

Kenneth Thompson to Mexico for 
vacation after checking out as execu- 
itive secretary of Screen Actors 

Guild. 
| Marek Windheim appointed to ex- 

ecutive board of Hollywood Victory 
Committee as representative of 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 

Mark Hellinger made the dedica- 
tion speech at launching of the Lib- 
erty ship, Jack Singer, named after 
the war correspondent who died in 
a South Pacific battle. 


Pittsburgh 
By Hal Cohen 

Dorothy O'Connor resigned as ATS 
subscription secretary. 

Dorothy Nesbitt, the Gay Nineties 
on drawing card, out with the 
flu. 

Chinese dancer Mara Kim nixed 
burlesque offer and will stick to 
nitery work. 

Mills Brothers penciled into Stan- 
ley with Ted Fio Rito’s band for 
Christmas Week. 

Couple of WCAE aces, Polly Ma- 
lone and ‘Aunt Caroline’ ‘(Adeline 
Hood ), on the sick list. 

Little Joey Klein, one of the town’s 
original screwballs, has returned to 
the show at Nite Court of Fun. 

Walt Framer, ex-radio man here, 
now producing and scripting Blue 
network sustainer, ‘Ladies Be Seated.’ 

New Club Brazil opened at Hous- 


Kitty Davig added Tubby Rives, 
Patsy Shaw and Professor Back- |: 
| wards to floor show. 

Charlie Wright orch at the Ver- 
saille Hotel. Bobby Sherwood orch | 


New Hit Comics 


| show 


Continued from page 1 


audience has the ability and resource 
to amuse without disgusting. 

The other type of wit—so cailed 
—is nothing for the boys to write} 
home about, and they do write home | 
with full description of each unusual | 
vow Shor It is news that is ex- 
knell of ‘have one on the house’ at | pected by the waiting loved ones and | 

most New York spots. Bottles on the | it is news that is to all the neighbor- | 
hanogany aiso disappearing. “~ Tiiood and to all the ne 

Capt. Dennis F. O’Brien was due 
home from the Professional Hospital, 
Yonkers early this week after being 
under treatment for six weeks. 

Royal Arch Gunnison, back from 
real fighting areas in Pacific, 
launched back-to-normal career by 
sitting in at ringside of Angott-Ruffin 
fight. 

Anna Sosenko, Hildegarde’s per- 
sonal manager, experiencing one of 
the tougher flu attacks; day and night 


weather was concerned at Giants- 


Playwright Phil Dunning writes 
irom Rio de Janeiro that his ‘King | 
Coffee’ play inter-American 
uieup) is progressing nicely. 
qh A: 


ort 


“2.73 


| hood and to all the neighborhoods of 
|the land. It is news which reflects | 
the character of the institution | 
| which entertains the soldiers. Usual- } 
ly these entertainments are spon- | 
sored b¥ gray-haired and venerable | 
men who should know better. And | 
it is with shock and shame that the 
boys write home of shattered illu- 
sions. Of illusions that will never 
come again. 


the Magic 


nurses, but just passed the Their conceptions of 
Celebrities is foréver gone. 
Broadwayites rooting for Waite They have seen the kings naked. | 


Hoyt, former sch 


the Hotel | Years, along with a number of others. 


an Oklahoma | Bracketed with the quiz show comics 
Bar. His Lord Tarleton is still being | are such others as Tom Slater, whose 
used by Uncle Sam. |‘This Is Fort Dix’ program has like- 

Delicate Frank’s has Sid Leonard, | wise established the ex-announcer as 
Buddy Heller, Buddy Barnett, | 4 potentially promising funny man 
Happy Lawson. Marian Muller, Judy | 
and the Rhumba Kings. 

Club 634 is running three shows | 
nightiy. New lineup includes Mar- | 
dell, Raby Crider, Babette, Princess} monies’ on the 
Christine, Roberta, Helen Roth and | ‘Star-for-a-Night’ 
Johnny Kemp orch. lfurther evidence 

Al Berlin, of Manning's, announces | 
new policy will be a vaude play-| 
house similar to Detroit's Bowery. 
Continuous vaude in a room seat- 
ing more than 1,000 diners. Bills 
will have eight or more acts. 


has ins 


+h 


garnering a national 
week 
network 
Cited as 


the quiz 


new Blue 
show. 
of how 


into the comedy field is Kay Kyser’s 
NBC ‘College of Musical Knowledge’ 
program, with Kyser, through the 
quiz aspects of the program, emerg- 
ing as a comedian with a radio fol- 
lowing of millions that subsequently 
won him equal renown in pix. Parks 


Mexico City 


Bob Bromley. American  marion- 
ettist. heading the floor show at El 
Patio nitery. 

Cecil Brown 


side over the ‘Vox Pop’ interviews, 
are further illustrations of filling the 
comedy gap on the air. 


vacationing here. 


for Yanks and Giants 1944 | Plans Mexico ad-| It’s recalled, too, that Garry Moore, 
sames. f t 0 A dressed to the U. 5. who shares the comedy end of the 
. ~n bie Photog’s annual ball | Pro anil y n ir | Albert Stuper, 18, one of the cod Camel Friday night show with 
vroceeds this year being turned | jockeys at the race meet here, diec 

t f age 1 rante, cam via the an- 
over to the American Theatre Wing. | of injuries suffered in a spill at the pose 


Shindig takes 
the Astor. 
,_ Ivan Black, Broadway p.a., while 
‘raining back from Florida, was 
Shaken up in a train wreck in| mail or lighted up switchboards, it is 
ieorgia last week. He’s now recup-| unlikely that either slip went un- 

Rew shock, noticed by the millions of dialers. 
off ¢ nd Grainger, Republic prexy,| Whether wind of it’s drifted toward 
the Sales trip through | Federal Communications Commis- 

e middlewest including stops in 
Oklahoma City, Chicago, New Or-| Sion is not known but naturally it is 
leans and Dallas. ‘ being played down sotto voce should 
there have been any wrist-slapping. 


wt. rank Smith bragging about his 
ging usher, Katherine Richmond, Nonetheless, the comics are being 
told, and firmly, that any further 


phen. the national anthem be- 
c rform 
ance of ‘Tomorrow lapses into such obscenity would be 
dealt with in a manner befitting the 


the World,’ Barrymore. 
breach, and if it becomes necessary, 


Sergt. Leo Pillot, who resigned 
from Columbia Pictures to the 

ad libbing will be completely out- 
lawed and stiff penalties imposed. 


i Force, will be married tomorrow 

ursday) night to Rita J. Fried- 
There has even been talk of slapping 
on fines to cure the erratic comics of 


man at the Savoy-Plaza. 
flirting with such dangerous prac- 


ing caught unawares while mentally 
adrift on his script. 
While the nets report no ‘flood’ of | 


place next month at 


Country, has taken over the mag’s 
rama reviews for the duration be- 


Cinematografica, 


to the government's fund for relief of 
victims of the recent cyclone and 


tramp comic currently heading a 


track Dec. 5. 

Newspaper cartoonists warning the 
public against continuing its spend- 
ing spree, picturing hard times in 
1944 if splurge is maintained. 

Pic industry’s own bank, the Banco 
with headquarters 
here, financed the business this year 
up to Nov. 30 to the extent of $3,630,- 
162.13 (Mex)—$725,000. 

Maestro Guillermo Espinosa, con- 
ductor of the Bogota symphonic or- 
chestra, here to arrange for an inter- 
change of Mexican and Colombian 
music. Says Mexican music is popu- 
lar in his homeland. ” 

Pie producers tendered President 
Manuel Avila Camacho a check for} 
$94,105.36 (Mex), their contribution 


| points south. 
Others Did It the Hard Way 

Unusual aspect of the entire situa- 
tion is the role that radio is cur- 
rently playing as the proving ground 
for the air’s future comedians. Such 
established radio comedians of the 
past few years as Jack Benny, Eddie 
Cantor, Phil Baker, Al Jolson, 
Groucho Marx, Durante, and many 
of the other topnothchers, it’s pointed 
out, came up the hard way, with 
reputations deeply rooted in amateur 
night contests, four and five-a-day 
vaude grinds for many years or old- 
time nitery dives. 
announcers-turned-comedians, 
ever, have already been well schooled 
in radio technique via the gabbing 
spiels, their ‘learn as they earn’ 


floods in the far west. ‘ 


‘Cantinflas’ (Mario Moreno), top 


transformation comedians has 


Douglas joining the ranks only last | 
as the ‘pay-master ef. cere- | 


shows are opening up new avenues | 


Johnsen and Warren Hull, who-_pre-.! 


Because the ex- 
how- | 


stage show at the Teatro Iris, returns 


been considerably eased. 


ton, Pa., about 20 miles from down- 
town, with George Scotti heading the 
talent. 

Opening of Dorothy Lewis ice 
at Terrace Room postponed 
| several nights because of equipment 
trouble. 
| Stadlers, who recently closed at 
William Penn hotel, coming back 

next week for engagement at Vogue 
Terrace, 

| Tom Jones, recent graduate of 
‘Carnegie Tech drama school, has a 
jbit in the Vinton Freediey show, 
| ‘Jackpot.’ 

| In town to produce the Frank Si- 
|natra radio show, Herb Polesie took 
time out to visit his alma mater, Car- 
|'negie Tech. 

Mary Wentling, the new p.a. at the 
| Playhouse, succeeding Jean Lovell. 
who is following her soldier-husband 
to Washington. 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 
Don Miguéi Machinandiarena:> “of 
| San Miguel Studios, off to Rio on biz, 
| ‘Nuestra Natacha,’ San Miguei pro- 
duction, starring Amelia Bence, to 
lab. 
| Team of Charlo and Sabino Olmos 
left for tour of Pacific coast last 
| week. 
| Maria Duval inked by San Miguel 
| for 44, 45 and “46, for eight pix dur- 
ing period. 
| Manuel Romero to direct pict with 
| Paulina Singerman at Sono. Slated 
| as second on program. 

Juan Dardes company passes 50 
performance mark at Boedo theatre 
in ‘Filomena y Pipistrelo se casan en 
el Riachuelo,’ by Florencio Chiarello, 

Artistas. Argentinos Asociados ‘A. 
A. A.) rushing script of pict based on 
Dictator Rosas’ reign. Petrone is 
slated for lead, to be megged by 
Lucas Demare. 

High Govt. officials on set of ‘Su 
Mejor Alumno’ (‘His Best Pupil’). 
A. A. A.’s epic. Gov’t has offered 
soldiers and officers of army for 
Paraguay-Argentine war scenes. 

Four local pix started this week: 
‘Se Rematan LIlusiones’ (‘Dreams for 
Sale’) at Lumiton; ‘La Verdadera Vic- 

toria’ (‘The Rea! Victory’) at Ar- 
gentina Sono Film; ‘Siete Mujeres’ 

(‘Seven Women’) at Pampa: and ‘Los 
Dos Rivales’ (‘Two Rivals’) at E.F.A. 


Harry Bull, editor of Town and 
tices, 


cause of difficulty in replacing John to pix in January, playing the lead 
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Wednesday, December 22, 1943 _ 


With over 1,250,000 records already 
sold, this Mills Brothers disc As making 
HISTORY at Decca 


ns 


SEVEN BELOW ZERO, yet AMAZING crowds greeted them as 
_ they opened their current theatre tour at RHO KEITH'S, Boston! 
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